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equal part ictracior i  o l  t i re coiored, t i re wcmen, ' ! l re vcry young ani i  the very old,  in,
say CIA and KGJ; in an exoloi iat ive mult inat ional  corrorat ion r , raking senseless ?ro-
drrctsr  or  in a r?Dressive universi ty s ' /star,  hov, 'ever mlch ' rsocial  j r . ls t ice ' r  rvould
make us move in that  d i rect ior .  I t  is  very muclr  to,re l roped that the energy
created 5y t i re r , ronEn and yout l r  F€Voiut ions ( later on, hopei 'u l  ly ,  to be fol  lorved by
the revolut ion of  o ld:eople Fcr the r ight  to part ic i )ate,  not  i :e marginal ized in
old age homes etc.  )  rv i  I  I  make us f ibve more tolrar" ls more hor izontal  societ ies,  not
only a more egai i tar ian distr ibut ion o;€ the i ' ig i - r t  to exnloi t  ot l rers,  In saying so
the ar.r thor hinrsel i ' ,  a r ' rh i te mfCdle-ageC nraie -  is  ra inful ' ly  arvarD that such chenges
wi l l  l rur t  ( :e ing a ma' le non-ca,: i ta l is t  i t  is  consi . : ierabi) /  easier to act  against
capi ta l isn than against  nrale d:minance),  i :ut  a lso fu l l  of  i rope t i rat  ether grouDs
could infuse society rr i th othe: sty les of  l iv ing,  less vert icel ,  indiv i ; lual ist ic and
corn)et i t ive -  not  only,rr i th the desire to conquer t l re )ovrer posi t ions in the society
we have creater l"

POPULATiOf ' l .  l . r i t l  t l re rneasures indicated aoove contr ibute to the solut ion of  the
' 'populat ion probl .ernt ' l  The ans:rrer depends on how one deFines the rro^r lern.  I f  i t  is
taken as a; t iomat ' ic  that  t l re solut ion cons' ists in reducing the wor ld copulat ion (or
at  least  prevent inE i t  From in:reasing mudh more),  t l ren the ansv. 'er  is  c lear ly no.
3ut rve have cr i t ic ieed this assurqrt ion ry point ing to the orvious: in a highly
cal) i ta l -and rese$rclr- intensive economy with very high product iv i ty in the center the
per iphery wi l l  be increasingly unable to part ic ipate,  nei ther as i r i -oducer l  nor as
consumer;  in a la:or- intensive economy their  labor would be converted into products
at least  for  their  ovrn reoroduct ion,  possioly also' i :or  a sur ' ) lus nr l ren combineC with
internrediate technologies.  Sirrce th is is the gist  of  what is suggested aoove-sel f -
re l iance, intermeCiate cycles,  lower product iv i ty -  there is a , :u i  l t - in solut ion to
the :o ' ru lat ion problern:  anoth:rr  economic system, more simi 1ar to rv i rat  is  l :ound in
Clr ina.  3ut the very reference to that  country br ings out the point  that  th is can
at rnost:e one tactor in the total  p icture -  for  the Chinese themselves pract ice
fami I  y p lanni  ng,  even qui  te r i  qorous I  y.

Family planning should,  in our v ie l ,  be l r ract iced, but not as a r^ray of  re-
i ieving the Dressure on our re$ources -  at  least  not at  present,  only i f  the porula-
t ion beconns much bigger,  The success of  the social ist  countr ies in sat isfy lng
fundanrental  needs gives strong evidence to t l re content ion that poor countr ies are
aole to su)Dort  qui te adequately even a grorving po2ulat ion once sorne, lasic structur-
al  change has taken p' [ace. 3ut there are at  least  three ot l rer ,  very good, reasons,
For I  i  rni  t i  ng the popu I  a t i  on:

-  i f  parents,  ,>art icular l  y the wornen (giv ing our convent ional  d iv is ion of
labor)  are to l ive more fu, l ly ,  real ize themselves more com;) lete! 'y,  there is
a l imi t  to hor^r  rnany chi ldren they should have.

-  i f  human society is to cor, t inue to ue innovat ive,  to create new forms,
we need sxce, we cannot c.vercrowd t i re whole planet even i f  rnre could feed
the poaulat ion adequatel  y.

-  sooh€r or later the outer l i rn i ts r ,v i l l  be reached -  i t  is  obvious that ue
cannot go on mult ip ly ing for  ever even i f  we are st i l l  far  f rom those l imi ts
today (excent,  possibly,  in South Asia.)

r , 'b would also be carei"ul  in forrnulat ing norms, 0bviousl  y,  the s implest  one
vrould be that f rom tvlo people should corne, on the average, two people -  but this
may be too l i t t le for  underpopr- lated regions aoout to introduce la-nr- intensive
economies (Afr ;ca? Lat in Ar*er ica?) The norm might make sense in the Center count-
r ies,  though, but the:rasic point  would be to avoid any norrn that  s ingles out any
speci f ic  group -  e"g.  the poor in the poor countr ies as the group that should l imi t
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