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1. Introduction.

The problem to be cxplored in this paper can be stoted
vewy bricefly as follows: io peace rencarch nocessarily o

4

neacerul activiiy? Hore precine]y, 3o there & weonins”

stincetion bLetween violent and nonviolent metnodologics
in peace research? And i0 there iz cuch o distinetion,
we arce immediately led onto mere cvecticns: could it be that
some methodolezins  very Ircouently conloved in Tact are
highly violent?; what would alvernative, nonviolent methodo-
logics be like? - and the finul, in a sensc most fundomental

guestion: doces peace rescoren have to Do puroued with non-

violent, pcacceivi wmethodoliogicn?

( vy ey PN SO RPN I A . - EIEYR
To many s=ocial scicentists a decoude or twe o070 thone

I - 3 S I T Joe oy . N A I BN S hyesin e Ay
ql’_(?fgt.LO}]f_; vouLd cound Jino CIay wWers . 7]..}. R NCO S RN de LS

P B [ e N | TR T S . EI N RS I
vould alsce avrly te ponce vosczreh voue ting cro, dncelnldiing

AERN s B TR T e e Ve PSRN F FE S S S
LIC ol L LSl LT el Slal sono (VRIS USSR STU N S
very crucial gquesiicn ol wihether onc could gludy nenviciornce

with violent means of study the question was scen as on
irritent, and shrugged ofi. Jor the wnswer sceomel o obvious:
peace 1s the abscnca of violence, viclence is soen an aireetd
vioclcnce, as typified by shooting, ¢nd no social ceicntist

in general, peace vescarcher in particular, (r the prosent
authcer even more particulorly)hnd cver ineluded olooting or
other forms of dircect violence in the Lypical wotnodclozicsd
repertory. Truc, there was the preblem of cooporatizg wiib
those wio do, wilh {the military, buv clthoush vordepliucs were
difficult to define, and alihougn the wmilitary couwld peruneste
the vocicly co profoundly thot there was almost no wornwilitony
corncy toell ot lewst ihe sroblanr wos understocd, soms ¢oLiom

could be initicuved, altervotives could be fovaddl.  Bat Ded oo
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2, Socinl scirmee recenreh o5 strocinrel violence

What is '"structural violened'? One conceptualisation of

it we basced on the following Tour components:

_r*j:}jloy.i__f_on' the extent to which internction in:
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partics) as well ao to the in-chonec aspects ol
The inter :(Lwn ( ) !
actors oo a woeosmil

i,%"zxt v (‘?Mf Jnduced incide
t ol the interaction procoess).

r\

penctra L;’ﬁ”l. the which the exploiter
producca i thc O)T})].Oi‘t"ﬁ[@(ﬂl i?
penctrate Mung , . ol The exploite
Tishing in tre cxnloitel a w-wrm ot a "

|

3

N
IShe

! S ek Nl e
(AR G

bourseois e a conter in th
redulionLalp io betueen countrics, or a dominance
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As one illustration of strvetural wviclence between

countries the cxemvle of the nine memboers of the suropea

¢

1454
Comrunity relative to their "(;(;suuucu states" may be uscd

the cxploitation toles the obvi ovs form of, Tor instonce,
colonial type trade relations; penctration takes the form of
building bridgcheads to local ¢liten, of the old colonial or
the new fellowship rencroted voricety; frasmentation takes the
form of highlty different biletcrcl intevaction rates nt ihe
top and al the bottom of this total structure ond marginalisa-
tion takes the Lform of constituting o group of Livat class
staten, the BC countrics themscelves, with rome occowd closo
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states, theascociated stoten) Tinted to them.
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against handcome compensation. A parl of thot compensolion
may be lhe bLribe necded Lor Line rescorchers to Leesl the old
novm ol open recearch and closcifly their findiness so that

those rencarched voen will never be able Lo cce winat Jind

of ideas have been developed cbout Lhoem.

This ig the cxtaome modcfl.,: on the other aide is the
conventionsl model wheceby tho resenrchors monopolize the
processing ind send buek the vrocessed product, bulb to
nobvody in mrvticular, In Jf:,,v."t, thore may not be owy partionlar
eddressce, avy tarcot ocudicence.  The ccicntific rrocess i
concluded with the finiched toxt. 1t io somehow vopumed that
this text is absorbed hy the verld consciousness, even
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When this pattern was tolken over froin the noiural scicnees

there is Llittle doubt that the objiect of social ocience, Maman

beings, wou treated in a woy vory similer to the obj(zct of
atvural sclence, nature. To process datn on nal.re cerininly
enriches the consciovonesc of Lhe nuelural scientisg Joost Tike

processing of data on human beings enviches the consciovinoess

of the social scicntint. Pul wne icen Lhat nature has no
consciounness, is objoeet, not ::a’:bj(‘:c't., v taken over by social

science co that no protlem of canloitation avoce. Mo enler

into an interactineg rolabionship botueen rescarchor and
roscarched ao that the formev iv enrichoed and not che Latler
seen on anproblematic, er not secn ot o1l
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The rectangle in the figure constitutes a link between
researchers in four countrics, two of them in the world Center,
two of them in the world Periphery. This link is known as a
Xeam, and takecs the form of a transnational research group,
often organized by internaiional soclal scicence orgenizations,
non-governmental or govermnental, ‘hey have sitructures very
similar to multinational corporatlions with mother commanics
and daughter compenics and with a division of labor between
the two: the mother companics specializing more in processing,
the daughter companies morc in extraction of raw datdf7JThe
underdog, the researched, the scientific proletariat arc found
in all countries.. In so being the international social science
structure reproduces and reinforces general imperialistic
Structure§28>And just as with economic imperialism: at this
scale fragmentation becomes even more successful for it is
virtually impossible for a Chilean, Nigerian and Pakistani
worker to see themselves as belonging to the same group of
researched - only at the very top of the project is it possible
to understand the total structure., And at this top there may
not even be any rescarchers present, the top mey consist of

pure power structures with very clecar ideas as to how the
) 10
A

research findings are to be utilized.

5. Nonviolent social science: an alternative model,

After this presentation of an image of what contemporary
social science is like, to a considcrable exlent, let us procced
exactly as one would have done in an analysis of capitalistic
imperialism or social imperialism, asking the two crucial and
related questions: what would be our vision of an alternative,

and what would be plausible strategies leading to its realization?

The latter will be the subject of the next section, the former
will be explored here, using the conceptualization of structural
violence in terms of the componcents that have been made use of

above,

1) As to exploitation:
I

It is quite clear what the gencral rule would be here: not
to do rescarch on people, but together with peoople; not to act as

a stimulus and regilstrar of responscs, but to enter dialectically,



in & dialogue with the "researched®, In that case they would,
in fact, no longer be researched people but be part of a team,
of an effort to explore somc aspect of the social conditiocn of

humankind together,

Concretely, this would mean an abolition of vertical
division of labor. If there is a social problem to be explored
thosc who are personally involved in it would be taken into the
research team from the very beginning, or would expleore the
problem together, formulate its dimemsions and analyze their
relation, and there would be no cuch thing as regarding others
as the sources of data and oneselfl as a source of insight in
understanding these data, The finished product, the article or
the book would be more of a joint affair, and would above zll be
available to those who are comncerned, rather than to the power
structg:e on top. Or at least: it would be equally available
to allfag

The basic point in this would be an understanding of
research as onc way in which consciousness formation takes vlace,
and an understanding of equity (the opposite of exploitation) as
a structure whereby such an important benefit as consciousness
formation is not {oo asymmetrically distributed, lMoreover,
therc would be the idea that the surplus from scientific pro-
dvuction, the product itself, would be decided over by those
concerned, by those who have really contributed to it - and
here the researched and the researchers wculd enter more

cqually.

This is very far from the situation today, even so far
ag to sound utopien., To clothe it with more meaning let us

look at the other three aspects,

(2) As to penetration:

The basic point here is to avoid any situation whercby
rescarchers penetrate into the researched and are able to manipu-
late them simply because they possess move knowledge about the

researched than the researched do about themselves, leaving alone
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than the regearched do aboul the rescarchers. The key to this
penctration lies in differential insight about cach othcer,

and this again is predicated on the assumption that the
rescarched shall be willing to opern theomselves, lay themselves
bare so to speak, whercas the rescarcher shall remain closed,

unapproachablce, secretive, even mysterious,

Hence, horizontality would not only involve more ecquality
when it comes to what the two partics actually do in a research
process, it would also imply a different attitude on the side
of the resecarcher: a willingness to sce oneself as a participant
in the research process, not merely an observer registering it
from the outside, In practice this would mean moving into con-
crete situations, experiencing the dynamism of social reality
together with those formally regarded as researched upon,
internalizing it in oneself and joining together reporting
about what took placefzﬂ

(%) As %o fragmentation:

At this point it is quite clear that certain techniques
very much favored by social science rescarchers would have to

be used much less freguently. Random sampling that fraguents

individuvals and prescenipsan atonmized inage of reality that not
only introduces a biag but also increases the vower of the
researchers over the researched, should be seen not only as
methodologically invelid, but also as morally illegitimate
unless the resecarched have been proverly informed and have

agreed to it, The same applies to gscouential testing of people

in social psychological experiments, one other way of handling
them one by one,but in time,since the hardware used in cxperi-
ments is morc expcnsive than the software uvsed in an inter-

viewing study where the fragmentation takes place in spacce.

Talking about experimcnts: the one-way scrceen is a good
illustration of the vertical division of labor invoived, A
material factor, the one-way mirrvor, is uscd to amplify further
the consciousness differential between the rescarcher and the
rescarched: the rescarcher sces both parties, the rescearched only

) . . . . . GJhbe o
themoelves., Combince this with scquential testing and/virticallty
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and fragmentation of liberal gocieties arc almost perfectly
reproduced (we say "almost" because reality is not that bad)
in the laboratory.

(4) As to marpginalization:

A key factor here is the way in which the rescarchers
define themselves as firct class citizens in the sence of
constituting fixed points in the social universe from which
changes in the second class, the rescarched, can be observed,

A fundamental aspect of nonvioelent social science, hence,

would be to give up this type of asymmetry and have social
scientists regard themselves as live and dynamic partuners in
social reality together with others, not as observers and
commentators standing above it. Tor in so doing they are only,
consciously or unconsciously, acting out a role which is some
kind of peculiar mixture of teacher and judge, regarding the
researched as incumbenis of some type of pupil/defendant rcle,
The social science investigation is a process whereby the latier,
not the former is tested - characteristically enough, even the

S—

word "test" is made use of articularly in psychological research.
b4 3 [&)

In short, the alternative would consist of resecarchers
who immerse themselves in social reality and together with others
act out their hypotheses, To take an example: imagine the pover
structure is interested in having people live in X rather than
Y, and buy product A rather than B - and engage a social scicnce
team to identify the conditions that facilitate snd impede this

. 2) . . . . . C
desired change?‘JTvplcally, social scientists mirnt design

more cr less rcalistically sinulated experiments, and hand back
to the power structurc & report with the major {indings, In so
doing they would be instruments of the power structure, regard-
less of whether they define themselves as politically left or

right.

The alternative would be, with or without power structure
participation, to present the problem squarely to the population
concerncd and have it openly and freely diccusced, Having done

titls one mipht decide togoether Lo creave some cxpervimental corne-



ditions and see what that would imply; one might simply start
living in X and buying A to understand whet this involves. The
social sclentists would themsclves be parts of the experiment,
and together with the others makce a report, In so downg not
only wouvld the spin-off effectls from the research procoou be
morc evenly distributed; one would also avoid the use of soccial
science for manipulative purposes - as described above under
the various headings cf structural violence,

But would this at all be science, or would it only be some

type of political wction, perhaps dignified by the term "action

research"?  But then, what is the difference? All human activities
are politics one way or the other - we have tried in the pre-
ceeding scction to analiyze in what way conventional social science
is ﬁolitics in the sense of reproducing and reinforcing structural
vioclence, No doubt,by means of that method one is able to obtain
a snapshot of static, individualized social reality - but not

very able to obtain a live image ol dynenic, more collectively
experienced socisl reality. Neither of these two con claim fo

be "real'" reality - which world is more real is for us %o decide,

But in doing so one at least has to be conscious about the
relationship between social science methodology chosen and the
image of reality rendered, not to mention about the non-scientific
social functions of a given methodology. ILven if one would not

be willing to change completely to the alternative indicated he

one should at least be willing to see how scientifically biased
and politically loaded conventional methodology is.

MAnd this leads one straight intec a non-reduciple minimum
where science is concerned., Whatever rcefers to itselfl as science
should, to our mind, at least satisfy thesc two criteria:

I, explicitness, honesty about the value basis on which one standg,

Dt e e bl

what lind of cociwld reality one wants to promote with the social
scicnce tools chosen - and

(e 2 ouestionine attitude, an ever—-vrecsent willingness to

s A s PRI bt

guestion any acswontion,
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There is nothing in what has been sugrosted here which
would be incompatible with these two requirements. NWor are
they incompatible with a soclial ccicuce methodology systematically
based on structural violence - it is only that the moment the
proponcnt of that methodology stends forth and makes cxplicit
his own agssumptions thali comething appears which does not
quite stand the test of clear daylight. However, he would
certainly not say that "ny four basic values arc: exploitation,
penctration, fragmentation and marginalizationd Rather, he
would talk in terms of objectivity (where replicability would

play an important role), ead in terms of the goals lhat he hoyes
the rescerch findings (rother than ihe rescarch methodologv)
will promote. JAnd that leads us straight into the cld problem
of whether ends can justify the means, for instance whether such
macro-sociletal goals as equity, avtovomy, solidarity and partici-
pation (the antonyms of the four evils listed above) can be
promoted by resorting to their negation at the micrc-social level
of social science rescarch. It is hardly possible to have any
firm stend in eithcr directior on this guestion, but one thing

is certain: the cuestion merits the decpest attention, and no
leftist social scientist should feel that he has a carte blanche
becauvse of his lofty goals that entitle him to make use of

dubious means,

4. Stratepies,

To fight against structural violence is to fight for
liberation, and it is usually assumed in the theory of liberation
that this has to be the task of the uwnderdog. And we would
generally make the same ascumption here: we would imagine that
the real political force that might lcad to fundamental change
in scocial science methodology, in a nonvioclent direction, would
have to come {rom the rescarched., The rescarchers have nmuch too
much of a vestecd interest in the status quo, enjoying their
positions sandwiched in between the power structure and the

rescarched,

Imagine that the rescarched sclected for a public opinion

survey made use of the press, wall posters all over the city,



local broadcasting and other means of communication to identify
each other and to gather together in the City Hall the day

the team of rescarchers werc supposed 4o descend upon the town.
The researchers, imagine they are ten in number, would then be
called in one by one to be gucstioned by a collectivity of 200
candidates for the role as researched, taking the place of
defendants who are accused of consciousness molding, even
consciousness feeding and manipulation--- In other vords,
imagine that the roles are inverted, that the recsearched appear
as a collectivity and the researchers are fragmented. Of course,
the really strong researcher could make use of this situation
to stand up against the colleetivity and address them jointly,
he might even get some kind of group interview out of the
sitwation, If he does that, however, he would already be in

a much more symmetric sitvation than the one he had planned,
and the protest movement would already have been a success -
although a limited one,

But let us go one siep further: imagine that the researched
really ccme together and start systemetic courses in how to mess
up social science investigations. Yes, they could even go so
far as to write a little red handbook for rescarched people in
how to gucss underlying hypotheses, how to answer so as to
disconfirm crucial hypotheses (or even worse, react in such a
way so that hypotheses are ncither confirmed nor disconfirmed!),
what embarrassing questions to ask of social scientists, etc,

In other words, it is our contention that social scientists
are by and large living on borrowed time. Many have secen this
recently, and turned away from what is largely a US inspired
social science technology todey increasingly talen over by
sastern Buropean countrics after it has probably secen its
keyday in Vestern Burope, With increasing awarencss of social
structurce one would imagine that people would be able not only
to sce what happens to themselves when they onter such roles
as that of a child, a pupil, a student, a worker, a patient -
and also the role ac rescarched.  They would be able to sce that

these arc all gspecimens of the generalived underdos cole and,
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conscguently, ceinflorce and reproduce cach other. More par-
ticularly, they would be able to sce that the social scientists
are drawing on a reservoir of role {raining as pupil and
defendant - the latter not so much in publiec court as in the
court of cveryday life where ceverybody is a little bit tested

and o little bit grilled; the Tormer chove all in schools.

On the other hand, onc would also imagine that social
scientists themselves would have such a high level of soecial
consciousncss that they would see the handwriting on the wall
and act accordingly. One way of doing this would be to turn
away from direct mining of people for data, turn one's back to
intervicws and questionnaires, to observation and perticipation
where one remains an obscrver, and towsrds the usc of secondary
gate, But this will usually be a grandiocse e way of deluding
oneself, engaging in indirect exploitation rather +than direct
one, like the people in some countries where internsl expleitation
has been greatly rcduced but 1he populatica neverihciess gladly
enjoys the fruits of expleitation carried out far aviny from hone.
For the kind of statistics found ir handbooks and yvearbooks are
very often based on countlecs operations whereby raw data have
been extracted, only that it has been done by buresucrats and
Tunctionaries who have this as their task or part of their task

rather then by cocial scientists for a specific purpose.

Another tendency would be to turn to histcrical data,

Jeaving to philocophers the cuestlon of whether it is possible

or meaningful to exploit the dead. This might b mure acceptable,
and there are also structural data available on v ~h social
scientists can develop their analytical nkills zna bring them

to bear on knotty problems without ny Justification being

(2

accused of data mining of people. Ainother sclution is structural

reseavch,

However, in a sense thic is the easy way out, not very
inmovative. More innovative would be to find ways in which
rolitical participation could be the object of scientific inves-

tioation, seli-analysis, In an open non-manipulative manncer. In

fact, this is often done by politiciong whose antobiorraphics may



be fundamental contributions to insipght in socinl reality,
provided the author is able to abide by the two criteria stated
above (the author usually is not). Dut for the tinme being the
action research paradigm with a collective research report scems
to be the best example of The type of alternative which, when
enacted sufficiently often, would by itselfl pave the way for

other,new approaches to social science research,

5. Conclugion.

Peace research is about violence, 2 major form of violence
is structural violence, the fight against structurnl violence is
called libveration, and a good place for peace researchers in
particular and social scientists in gereral to start is to start
with oneself., In saying so we also make it clear that the target
of libveration is not anything like "capitalist society",; the
category of "structural violence'" is much broader than the
category of capitalism. Coapitaliem is an obstinate, often
very nasty way of implementing all four aspects of structura
violence through the economic scector of society, btut is not the
only way. Xxperience has shnown us very clearly that it is cquite
vossivle for society to change its econcomic basis, yet have some
violent social science structures survive in a highly unouestioned

WaY .

And that immediately leads to one important point: has it
not becen a little bit too casy for left-wing socilal scienticts
to assume that the fundamental evil of society is economic in
its essence, and that the basic enemy is the capitalist? Ilas
there not been a tendency to assume that other evils are
epiphenomenal and will disappear once the fundamental evil has
been transcended?  Has that ideology not served as some type of
rationalce for the continuation of a pattern that gives obvious

advantages to the rescarcher and very few to the rescarched?

In other words: it seems to be high time that social
scientists in general and pecace researchers in particular train
themselves better to cee the circumstances under which the cucstion

"who is the enemy?" has the very simple ancwer: ourselves,
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9. For a discussion of this sec Johan Galtung, Feonomics and
Peace hescarch (University of Oslo, 1474, mimeo.).

10. Yerce, however, it should be pointed out that one of the

major decisions taken by the power structurce may be rot to make
use of the research product, and the hororarium paild to the
rcesearcher could be interpreted as @ bribe net to publish it
rather than compensation for uveceful work. fhe reason why the
power structure mny decide not to publish i not necessarily

that the findings ore in any sence inconvenicent, but rather

that the purpose ol ordering rescarch done ot all was to give

the impression that "something is beins done about the problem”.
That impression wags already generated the day the recearch vrojoct
was decided and researchers hired, what happened later is of minox
importance or none at all, including the findings. 1t is intercsting
that researchers are prepvared to accept this kind ol arrangement,
probably often because they are Lfragmented by the power structurc
and becaucge the rewards already received both in remuneration and
the vleasure of being close to the power structure are high enough
to keep them silent.

11. The United States and Japan secem to be perticularly active
in using public opinion polls for this purpose.

12. For an elaboration of this point see Gaeltung, Tle Buropean
Community, Chapter 7.

13. It should be pointed ocut thal acupuncture serves a triple
function: purely curative, s an anecstnetic, and as o diagnostic
method. In obther words, it is a relatively simple operation with
a nultiplicity of Tunctions.

14. For a further analysis of this point see Johan Galtung,
Science as Invariance-Secling and Invariance-Sreaking Activity",
University of Oslo, 1972, mimeo,

15. Loc. cit. The basic point here is the way in which social
Ay

scientists have a vested interent in the naivité of the subjects
in order for their conventional methodclcegies to work.

16. VWhat is being made usce of here, is of course, "A Structural
Theory of Imperizlism'" (Journal of Peace Research, 1971) puv. 81-117.

17. This point is claborated in the article on the Camelot
project quoted in footnote 6 above.

18, Actually, in recent vears internationzl social science
1scociations have not been so much dominated by the United Otatos
alone as by the supcrvower condominium, very clearly seen in the
programs of the International Socliological Association, Inter-
national Political ocience Ascociation and 2o on wnere the dden
somchow secems to be that for scicence to be "objective" there hos
to be one American and one Ruosian on cach pancl and coummittcee.
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19. This wans a fundmnental poivt in conneclion with the Troject
Camclot. AL the very top of the organization of inat ,nturprluo

social scientists had »nractli all/ spenking vanished ond wha
remained were Pentioyron peonle,  Uhe busic point was, of course,

that thic top wan visible to very [lew.

20, Thie raices the imperbtant problem of whether it really
should be cqually available or rather restricted, turn .ww the
formula around: Laving social ccicentists do research together
wilh the rescnrched and ko coping the f‘nd’ﬁ“s sncr(t far the
power structure. Our own inclina tion, within the liberal
tradition, would be to favor public “00197 science 25 much as
possible, without disregording the possibility of keconing scome
res OQI‘L gsecret from the vower structure. In other words, the
idea would be ftnat il research is to be uvuced as a sceret political
weanron then it should bo on the side of the vnderdog, not on the
side of any tyne of repressive structure.

21. Ve are, of course, thinking here to a large extent of the
thh o¥ methods claborated by Y. freire in his path-breaking
Pedagory of the Onpressed, What we essentially are sayving is
that 1t is importent to blur the borderlines between ccience,
pedasory and politics - that all three of them should somehow
be horizontalized and vrought together.

22. This was the nature of the socinl scilence vproject in Cuba
that scerved as a stimuluvs for the vrecent essay.

2%. Dut what about doing rescarch on vrescent elites - assuming
that most histoerﬁl recenrch 1g done on elites anvhow? Ve
would cay that "clites" are alco peonle, and to do rezearch on
them rathex tn?z ﬁgig then fs as alleaating as to do research
on people lower down the socizl siructure.



