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IS THERE A CHINESE STRATEGY OF DEVETOP}MNT? X
A Conbribut ion to an Ever last ing Debate.

Tnst i tut  r-rniversi taire d - ,5 tudes d-u d-6ve1o ppement,  ceneva .
Goals,  Processes and Indicators of  Development project ,

1. !q!qqd_Lp-t-!_1rq

.  lTob:dy s i tor l l l f  i t : tve a r ig i r t  to c, tnplain that  China is hlghly capable of

sarpr is ing us f ro in t r re west(1]  conservat ive or racl ical  ,  l iber:al-  or  n i r , rx ist  or

',rcth cr neit ' ter. Ch.in;e al-ways h,ar1 th.Ls .apacity becausr) of orrr penchant to

try to understand- China on our terns.  Whether dabbeC ' l inscruta-t)1en or

rrmi-schiev,rusr! :  d, , tminir te '1 by rror ie i r ta l  de,sp,r t isr l r r  or  the ! 'Asiat ic mcd.-o of

prod'aot ion'r  she st i l l  usual- ly refuses to make sense. Someti , r res she seernl j  so

scrr-rtable arrd ,tbvirrtr;r art, l therr s'rd,l ' :rrly the veil is drawn - not necessarily

over China, brr t  over our Western ejres.  The present arthor cei : ta in ly dces nct

c la im to be;Ln sxceptLon: the Wesbern vei l  is  p:obably there regardless of  m; l1y

effcrbs at  le;rst  to become aware of  i - ts structu.r :e as a c i lgn- i - t ive f i l ter .  Sc

the fol lowing shruld be r :ear1 as one persr)nrs ef for : l  bc s9r:rr t in ize the inscrrr tabl-^(2)

Fron a crr l t r r r :a l  revclut i rn r le l ight ing the Western lef t  both beca.rse of

i tq oor l ' i tor io ' rhetcr ic an,1 becarse of  i ts  In i lnv impor: t - r r r t  srrc. i -a l -  erper iments
(z\

Chj-r:r rt()V[ sc(-1;r1rl tt ire r--nbai]king on a ca,oita.' l- ist r,:a..i )/ot 
very different froLl

th; : . t  r , rh ich was s, t  v io lenlLy dencun:e, f  du.r ing the Cu-Ltural-  Revclut lon.  The step

from a disbr i -but io.n-cr ie;rbe,1 systern -  Cistr |butLon both of  power anr l  r f  nater ia l

gor,1s for  consrtmpt ion -  to a g-rowth-cr ierr ted system - for  tht :  pr :od-uct ' ion cf

mater ia l  g{)()ds arr t l  servicers -  seeme*l_ to be a very qr i "ck one indeeC. How coino?

Fron the Western lef t :  w?;rerr  they were sr l  c le;rr ly on th-^ corfer l t  p:r th,  how coulr i

they sc surlrlenly rr., i. lce" the grerrt 1e,lp ba:kwar,l" (Bette.l-hei'n) , enbark-lng cn the
/  o\

, , ' la l  -w:rr)ntT pathl- '  From ihe r ight :  h:w could a societ ; .  s, t  h<tpelessly lost  in r ig id

I 'drgnat isrn" su' l ,1enly ber:1, : ' r r - r  s:)  
'beeut.  

fu l1y "p:ag,rrat ic"? poss 
-b1 

e ans1,{er l :

perhaps bec-911s_e-_ -!Lg_q_Llge_s_e_b?n-^_1_r1i!le-_1enf coa,:e1t of _w''rab constitrf :s_i:.

"patL]r  anr l  for  that  reason an ent i re ly t l i f fererr t  c, :ncept cf  what cr>nst i - t . r le: : ; l

d-evelopment sL'rategy. Iflry shoufd thr:ir unde'':lying cgncelrt be sinllaL: to out?s - so
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( t ' \
c lear-cat  anf c,rrr t racl ict ion-fr-oe?- 'This is the iCea to be 'orr-rsaed.

n1e__.!ts+.i{rg!12qgr_o_ri![_o_qqf Ll_a!l@__]iype!1e-s_1s_.

The basi ;  theses of  tn is p4per are t . l rer :  - r - t  r t r rnber,  and they can be

nrcsentod aq fnl  l_ows:yrvuv!f

/ -  \(1) Ch-i .nt :se 'n-.st ,rry,  f r , rn t ' le vi , ; tory of tne r :evolut i  rn October:  1949, can be
seen ,?. i f ,  , t r  prog'ressive osci l lat ion between distr ibut ion arrd grr->wtl  r  , rr ierr t l l
pol ic ies, with changing goals that are tr ied i -mplementedrwith lags;

' /  ̂ \t2) Ihjr ;  t : ;c i l lzf , i - tn w,r l .  l -  crrrr t i , tLre: i - t  l - ; r te f , )re: ;L:e;:Ll l l -e fat .r : :e;  j r r : : t  as the
po1 i . : r i . r l : ;  i '1 i -hL,r . te*.1 ]ry tre Cultural  Rev-. l1rr t , - ln carne tr  ai t  err ,1 o t : ro:  pr: ' : : .1, : , t t
p ' t l ic ies wi l l  c() ' re t , )  an en*;

/  - \l t )  -h is should nrt  be seen merely as the res'r l - t  of  t r ia l -and-crror p,r1Lt ' ' r -cs,
but as bhe outcome of a Chinese ' r iew cf "d-eveloprnent ' l  cons' isbent wlth sin- ic
civi l i -zat ion as a rrr j role.

tDha n.nar - l -han is derr . : te ' l  t  I  t r , :se t : t re, :  i ryp, ; f , [g9g.t3" AJ_tfrough Sr;ne : : ,L, l j_Lar:

( r )
^^i , .+ 

1 ' -^ 
- . tde a, l r , - , rut  prr : - I ) \ ' )  f r is l , r r f  - I  s i t r r .  l_ lot  a l t , : r ; rpt  l r  expl_:)re th iat ,P(r!11 

rr  

-  

t tL.a)r  vv j rL<t

alnong rni-1r1y r-r i - ls : )ns 'Decause the marxist  cOmprt t r t :nt  wi tn i ts c ' ' r r r ' r ' r "s is l :ot i r  rn

. l , t -st-r l ' , t ' r f  i -  tn al ,1 tn i l te Wes1,--rn idea , t . f  p-r , )g ' r . ' -6r is,  was ni) t  Jrel  in, : ) rp,)r :x, ! , , ] r l  i , t t r

s inr , ;  c. i ' r - l l - i . ,2+l . i . r , r  (a, ;  I  n,rru aissul? Lh l ,  r  i>e).  And m;r -Lnrnrr lesty in t ry ing i r

mc'zr  c,rrna nna. ' r i  c t i - rns . :bout chj-eir  i r i ' r  b-rr :  r ' ]8Ns, pFlrr ' r , . r . r l , - r  a l -s,r  thr :  - l - , ) !Os, wiJ- l .

at l-r;., ' l t  -r: 
b{-.xr)'):t.1 iry ri .r i l)f i  Lit ' ,-- i r g' 'r :r l 'LJr frrr:thei:: by the lrelr 2OO() srr narl '

otee' :  t i r l rg: ;  vr i l - l -  r : r  r"  i1;rpp?red in the wrr ld . rs a whole,  and China in p: . r t icu1ar,

that  th i  s rnod-o of  arr , : r ' ] , - , rs is f , r r  sr l r 'e wi lL be i l , t , :h less rel- :v-r : . ' r l ; ,

T,:t la.;., ' I )vie!'3rt? Ni1--- i,/eole wlr11,1 , i- ' t::r ' ,rt1'rtg C'Iir1,-1 , i-s ';;,". l.r,e i rLll ; lrtr l ' t ,L;l

' l :et : , r  
t r '< ing fo i :  s, t t le t ine of  g ' ro lx ' t i ]  at t , f  of  CisNri ; r r r t i - rn --  soi let i rnesi  ; l .1so,

i^ ' ,^^a^11a,a,  ^* ' redis l r i 'but . r - )n aS r f l  t . re_' . t , :  l r ,_r . ,1 i ter : i t  i1 , r ; t ; r i - i . t r i : - , r t  i r . : l> l : .Ld.L LQI!L JI f ,JLJ 
,  

WL

Ofb'- . , . r  t i re ' rhetrr i , :  is  r j " - t t ' ; t1 l : l :  tu lL ' r  rs ib i r  d istr ibut i - ,>n,  or f , is l ; r . ' i - i r ,L l ; ' - tn vr i - i l r

gr'.rvrtlr. Bu'u ;rir:,r.f is b':re ' le,rn-i-ng of t ' ft i t l  cr,t,; j-,r l l i-t l ; Le cr>nner:t-i- rS particle,

the word- ' rwi th"? I t  has tc be def ineC in scclal  space, in ge' :grapir ical  sp; l . , le

and in t ine.  Thus, does i t  rnein that  a l i t t le el i te w:111 cont inrre growing

and" the rest  of  society wi l l  d- istr ibute what is lef t  among thern, :e1-\r?! l? Dcer:

' i  + "^- '^  + '^^f  ' -  . rar t  of  the w'rr l ,1 r  e.S. the p:rr t  lhat  r -^fe ' rs t : r  i tsel- l  , ls  l ; ' r r r!  U l r l ( r { !1 Vt la V A P

" i i ' .s1" r  ,+ i - l , l  c t t l t i r r r rer  gr{)w.Lng arrd th- .  rest ,  e.g.  the ?t th, i rd" wi l l  d istr ibute

what is lef t  to i t  -  p, ;s5tb1y by m;rk lng ust :  ,> l  t r re:  s ivql ;1rr  spai le , r , - :1;- ' r r r , .1 jLrsL

mert t r -  r ' ln: ,J,  ' i r r r  ' r  r , , , r i .  tg Ti t i - , ' .  ' , r I - r r : -L l  e l - i .h,r : ;  grow and Third World masses distr ibute
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the (verv) t i t t te that  is  lef t  when the f i rst  wor ld in cooncr.qt i .on wi th Third
\  ' - -J

world- elites have grown? And what about t ine: d.o the processes of grornrth and

distr ibut ion take place at  the sane t i rne,  hand in hand",  or  one af ter  the

nthar qanrranl : j  q l  l r r? Tq fhoro :  qrmnhr^?1\r  nr  :  d i  onhrnnrr  in th i  q rnd in

case of the fat ter:  what comes f i rst ,  g:rol , / th or distr ibut ion?

Tt takes l i t t l -e empir ical  and.f  or theoreLicaf insight t ,o see that the

l logan' tgrowth wi th distr ibut ion'r  wi l l  take on a very di f ferent color

dependent on the precise answer to these queries about the l i t t le woi-d I 'wi th".

(A\
But th is is not the place to spel l  out  that . \ "  /  Rather,  i t  wi l l  be assrmed-

that when the Chinese talk about sociaf  space in th is connect ion they mean al f

^r  n1, . ;6^.  "L^- +1.-^--  +^ ' r ' r -  ^ ] . - - .+ -^^-^-1^;  ^^ ' r  +L^".  ^-^ --^+L^r uninterestedvr ulr f l l4,  wl lYf i  urrgJ udfn duwu u 6YU6rdPrrauaa Dy@vg urruJ df  g ld,ut tu

in the rest of 1,he world and again mean all of China: and when they talk about

l ine they mean sequent ia l ly ,  start ing wi th distr ibut ion,  then growbh, and then

^- i  ^+- j1- . .+ i  ^-  ^-^- . ' .^  -h:  
+1..^-  

-^- ,+1. ^-^. i -UID Ul !UUUIUI l  dxdl l l  .  d lu Ul tg l l  <f  UW UII  d<df l r .

7 A .r i  
^r-r  ^ f  

arh- i  
-^^^ ^^c*--^-r^ l  

. . . i . i  
^r  

L ' i  c*nrrrt .  n Vrgw Uf,  Wl l f , l rYDE UW.

fn short ,  the idea is that  they th ink and act  in terms of  a mental  image

eomoihino I i i ro fh jq r"r ' i lh ehanginc a"nrh,asis nn l :he c"o: ' l  s  orrrsrrod'rvrrrs urrrrr6 f  rNs ur l ret  yut  u*vs .

r r ' i  m. '^  I  mL^ xistr ibut ion-growth osci l lat ion hypothesis for  devefopment pol ic ies! !<4!g I .  l i IY U

)
I

tnlLL

iq;4

t^  \
t  i jocr_alr-sm/

l lnnnraJ-a rraarq f rnm lha lh i r t r r  r rorrq nf  h- i  q l :nrrr  nf  lha nroqonf Oh' i raca T\m-c*rr
wvrfuLUUU .yutur rLvl [  uI Ig urr ]L uJ J9@D ul  r l f  ou\ / IJ urre IJ!euvrru vLf f , l luDv DJLta-vJ,

the commu-nist  one ( f i rst  ru ler :  Mao Zedong, second: feng Xiaoping or Hua

Guofeng) have been given for the crucial turning points in the twlsting,

aqn- i l l r* . inc dorro]nnmanto- l  rnr inrr-  Tt  shnrr ld t ra nnintad nrr t  immod-i . fa l rz th. i
vuvf f  !a ur l t6 uu v gaul / t r rg l t  u4r L/vr lvJ .  r  u Dl  ruu Lu us Pvfr f  ugu uu v luu[gur@ uErJ ulr@ u

the I 'curverr  ls  not correct ly drawn: I  would assume both that  when there is

growth there is a loss in distr ibut ion gained. in preced- ing phases (a typical

GRrr.,'T H 4\
,77 |( IVIOdernf - |

r l
zaraon) 

|

(r
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lef t ist  hypothesis),  and that when there is d- istr ibut ion there may be some

loss in the growth or accumulat ion level obtained in preceding phases, at least

the way that is usual ly measured (an equal ly typical  r ight ist  hypothesis).

t r 'or these reasons the vert icaf f ines should t i l t  towards the lef t  and the

horizonta. l -  l ines should t i l t  downvard-s, but this does not affect the central

point i -n the reasoning about pol i t i -cal  ethos and emphases in var ious periods.

Br ief ly stated, the v iew of  Chinese post-1949 history impl ied by th is

f igure is as folLows. The irunedlate task after the revofut ion was distr ibut ion.

prinarily in the countrysid-e as the landolJner-peasant retation was seen as the

basic internal contrad-iction in the system - to be handled once the external

contradict ions (relat ive to Japanese and other forms of i rnperial ism, a3d

refat i -ve to their  helpers such as Chiang) had been d-one away with.  This

contrad-ict ion was of the antagonist ic var iety and could cnly be resolved

through recourse to viol-ence. As a result  there was distr ibut ion of land. or

rather ' raccess to land as meaJls of product ion",  a rather basic form of distr i -

bution, leading to a process that went through rnany phases of ever higher

fevels cf  col lect iv izat ion ( through the three fcrnrs of cooperat ives, for

instance).The focus was cn distr ibut ion rather ten'rgrowthl  in this period.,  but

with no d-oubt that the leve1 of material consumption for the masses rrent up

because human and other resources were not si f ted off  in wrong d- irect ions,

including that of  being wasted-,  underut i l ized, not used at al l .  Above al l ,  a

structure emerged r,,rhereby controf over (most of) the surplus produced- was in

the rural area.

Nineteen huadred and fifty-eight is then seen as a turning point, the

'Great Leap Forwardrr,  a cal l  for growth, albei t  also in a decentral j -zed- fashion

(backyard i ron furnaces, and the People's Communes, establ- ished. August fg1l1).

^+ 
+hic nn' in+ ?^fat ions to the Russlans had started cool ing considerably,

but the technologl imparted by then, includ. ing the social  structure needed

to harrdle that technolog1l,  had started becoming operat ional.  Together with

what was lef t  of  pre-war,  pre-devastat ion technolory there'uras certainly a



r

b:q ' ie J-nr q Ioqn arran fnr r  h i rn ^na 
h fh ' ic  n-h1qp f .hon hhara r^rrq nnl .  nr- l  r rw4DfD 

-Ul  
A LVAP, Lvef i  -ur  a uL6 Urrg.rr l  Ul l fD yrrAost UJrYl t t  Ul lgrY v rrr lJ

l i t t le dist-r ibut ion but a s igni f icant decrease of  i t  as new types of  c l -ass

contradicLions slarted emerging, becoming more and more clear ly fe1t .  Maybe

. i t  shorr ld hA n^. i -+^.r  ^. .+ +1^-+ 1^.r  i ld istr ibut iontr I  do not have a narrowf  u Df rv4ru u9 PUrrr  ugu v4 u vLtav wJ

economist ic concept in mind such as " incone distr ibut ion" (distr ibut ion of  means

^ ' .  \
of  consurpt ion).  I  arn th inking of  a concept that  would include this,  but  a lso

power and pr iv i lege 1n general  -  including the por{er over means of  product ion-
t^4l ich, in turn,  includes the power to part ic ipate in Jecis ion-making about prod-uct ion.

The resronse to that  s i tuat ion was the Cultural  Revolut ion of  1966-69.

Jt  seems relat ively cfear r^rhat i t  was al l  about.  Thus, ib was not pr imari ly

cul turaf .  I t  was above al ]  a structural  revolut ion;  cuf tural ly speaking i t

m'r 'oh* arron hrrro |ggn CormteT-revOlut ionary" S1,ructural ly i t  was concerned with

f i r ra narcl la l  .ontradict inns between lhe people in general  and old and new

^'r i+^^ ^- . !  " j+h the ef for t  to overcome the contradict ions by set t ing up f ivegrf  UYD t  d lu wl  u l .

alternat ive structures to those administered. by, and to some extent for,  those

fz)
\ r /

e Llres:

Figure 2.
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(q )
\J /

Revofut jon,  but th is is suf f ic ient  for  the present purpose.

rhetor ic directed againsl  the f ive el i tes,  part icular ly the

na-r iy \ ' /ere persecuted, haunted, v i l l i f ied and humil iated; how

worse than that ( t t r rown into pr ison, re-school ing calnps, even

kll led) we d_o not know. l{y own hunch would be that the first

the Cultural

There was a heavy

f irst  three. How

many were treated

tortured and

ntmber is verY
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high, the second not so high\-- fhe basic stratery seems to have been not to throw

them al l  orr t  put t ing cthers (wi th a di f ferent social  background andf or ideolory,

the famous "correct  l ine' j  the"mass l ine")  in their  p lace, but to bui l -d an

alternative structure that existed- side by sid-e with the old one in a very

uneasy balance, here in favour of the new, there in favour of the old (what

was shorrm to visit ing foreigners l ike the present author was the new - how

representat ive that  was we had no way of  knol i ing).  This co-existence is in

i tsef f  an interest ing phenomenon, no doubt many of  the cul tural  revofut ion:r ies

vould have gone much further and eliminated the o1a (if they had been able to

. \ . -do so) had they known what would come after the death of Mao.

Tha.t  th is was a major distr ibut ion is beyonel  doubt,  br inging total ly new

groups into power at  ]ea,st  at  the locaf level ;  possibly creat ing sornethi-ng

approaching a power vacuum at the top. There was also a very c lassical  aspect

of  c lass struggle in th is:  the f ive old el i tes tended. to be veterans of  the

Long March, people who must have fel t  they deserved a reward for their  struggle,

l i fe- long, for  the revolut ion.  But they were also the descendants of  the old

nh l  - ihm ' l -*-^+--  M:nehtt  ; t )nay'  a l  - -^^^ 
+^l  I  ^ '  +hAn lho nrdin:rrr  Chinoca r^r i  1-h cv, l ] lL6uJl td-UJ'1. I4fUl IuuPPYrUrd5be5-Uaj1eIUl.* . .

dif ferent physiognomy -  somewhat t ike the Cast i l lan relat ive to the

1tr)
Andal-ucianot-- '  Zhou trnlai  is  a major example that these two categor ies are

not mutual ly exclusive.  Those contest ing them, were younger,  there were women/

gir ls a. Inong them, they were not veterans (wi th the rather important except ion of

Mao himsel f ) ,  They were from other parts of  China -  r ival f ing Shanghai being

part icular ly important;  they of ten had less educat ior . (  
1 l

What they were protest ing against  is  very cfear:  they d- id not want

Chinese society to c lose i tsel- f  again,  serving a smaf l -  e l i te ,  the new mandarins,

most of  whom would be recrui ted" f rom the el i te universi ty in Bei j ing,  Bei ta

( t t . . -  .  \(-Lrke the Japanese corresponding el i tes from Tokyo universi ty,  Tbdai) .  Thus,

much of their struggle was the Chi-nese version of what in those years went

around the wor ld,  cal led the' tstudent revoft"  by i ts part ic ipants and syrnpathisers,

trstudent unrestr t  by i ts d-etractors. I t  started- in China before Europe.

In passing i t  should be noted that the ideolog;1 of the Cultural  Revolut ion

avoided the two important fal lacies of the l lberal-economist ic and the tnarxist-
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revol-ut ionary West:  that of  id.ent i fy ing distr ibut ion with distr ibut ion in

consumption ( including the means to consume in a monet ized- economy, money),  or

wi th distr ibut ion in access to means of  product j -on only.  The f ive contradict ions

in the scheme above should be seen as point ing to th is,  but  going far beyond.

The struggle against 'rthe three mountains, and against the classlcal class

enemiesr lat i fund. istas and capi ta l is ts,  was over.  In lhe rhetor ic the Cuftural

Revolut ion was of ten presented as i f  they were on their  way back into power.

But in discussion"(TJ"r. stand-s were quickly given up in favour of a more

structural  analysis:  a new structure was seen as coming up lhat  could pave the

way for the re-emergence of  pr ivate fandornmership and pr ivate capi ta l ism;

however,  i t  was also bad in i tsel f .  Why? Because i t  g i 've chal lenging tasks to

the few and degrading rout ine jobs to the many ---  so, 'b l i t ics came into

conmandtt ,  not  economics in the narrow sensel  "never forget the c lass strugglet '

became another key slogan.

We note in passing that in th is k ind- of  reasoning, th is capaci ty to see

contradict ions in many places, there is both d.aoism and marxism: daoism in takins

;  + r^ '  d^-+^^ that  there wi l l  be contradict ions,  marxism i-n seei-ng their!  u rv!  6!@rugu r

class character.  0f  l iberal ism there was 1i t t1e,  and that was at  the root of

the problem. This lack of  l iberal ism was a.nong the factors uf t imately leading

to the d"ecline and fall of the Cultural Revolution. Freed-om was restricted and

not only for  the old el i tes:

-  l i t t le f reedom to move, except for  shorter t ravels;  enforced sett lement

-  l i t t le f reedom to choose onets or^rn occupat ion;  mass meet ing d.ecis ions

- 1i t t le or no freedom to enjoy Chinese classical  cul ture

Freed-om was, presumably,  t raded for equal i ty,  and cl-assical  Chinese cul- ture

was d-epicted as react ionary,  both in content and sty1e. Pol i t ical-c iv j - l  human

rights in the Western sense were threatened or non-existent.

But in ad-d-it ion to that the whole experiment was short on growth. A

key facLor here,  d-ef in i te ly,  was the inabi l i ty  to f ind a technology that worr ld.

be both ef f ic ient  and- compat ib le wi th the basic tenets of  the Cul tural

Revolut ion:  something the people themselves could not only handle but also
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maintain and repair, even invent and develop further so that they would not be

rranon'ran* ^- +he decisions mad-e by bureaucrats, the ad-ministration and financinsuvt,  v lauvrr  v vrr

by the state capital ists,  the research and professional ism of the intel l igentsj-a

nni fn fnnmaf I .ho rnla nlerrod l r r r  tha inn m' i l i f r r r r  qnd tha fn- 
- - -+. '  

h^^^1 
^vv I  v!6s u L-r-  v* JJ ur ls uu}/  r t r f  Lf  u4rJ i l lu uirv uup pi l " I  t rJ pgople .

This was a di f f icul t  b i l l  to meet,  and there is only one relat ively unambiguous

exalnple that  i t  was met:  acupuncture.  0f  course, the Chinese in th is phase

never argued that such people 's tectLnology should rule the ground alone -  their

argument was afways that of t 'valking on two legs". But both legs should be

heal thy,  nei ther shoufd be dragging, l inping behind the othcr.  Acupuncture

calne out of the Chinese womb, it could be people-hand-led and devel-oped furrther;

and i t  was ef f ic ient ,  l ike al l  technologies up to a certain point .  3ut ,  wi th

snmo imnnrtrnt  pynonl : i  nnq mrinlrr  in rmn-tanhnol  oqr.  fnn i l . ra raaf lha nn in r . r r . -u^vel ,  ! l !  o6!v-  f  vf ,  u j rc lyD u urry t1t4f t1 way

in which people could be creat ive and part ic ipatory was by being on constant

- - l  
I  +^ ?^n- i? 

-d ' ; - -  - - -1, . i -^^ '  
f - l  l ' i - -  

-n-- l  
r . , i  + l^ 

-^ 
*--+^ ^- . - ;  

-1 
- 'L ' l  ^vaLf uv f  E!aI I  a6! l l6 r l rauir I I IYIJ L4!f f l16 aPat v t  wl  UIt  I IU 

- lJdLE 
Pd"r Ui j  dVd-Lfal ,uf , t j t

a task demand-ing much ingenuity.  Obviously this works for some t ime, but af ter

that enthusiasm wifl wither away) or the machines will break d-orrn completely,

or new machines, less in need of wire-and-tape ingenuity wi l f  be put in their

p1ace. None of these is compatible with the id.eafs of the Cultural  Revolut ion.

The next phase, predictably,  became a phase of growthrnot d. istr ibut ion.

I t  could be cal- led. the counter-revolut ion, but I  shaf l  prefer a fess high-

sor ind' i  ns term- t r+1-^ ^"-*^*+ -L^Se?r.  l t  iS eaSi ' lv  sFen what the maior dr iv ' inr"DUWIUII I6 UYIUIt  UIfg UUII9I IU I .JI IODg .  I  U !D gADIfJ usgl f  wf iaU VrfE l tuLjv!  uLr vf l rE)

force would be: the same set of  f ive contrad. ict lons as propel led into being

the cul tural  revofut ion (also a rather high-sounding tern,  maybe the "pre-

ceding phase?t would be better?);  but  run backwards. Of course those el i tes

wanted to get back into pover,  arrd of  course their  stratery for  doing so was

ln nninf  norrani . ' l r r  - fn t l ro qhnr*nnmin-o nf  *ha nranar l jnm nl . r - -^ /o-d J-haraUV VUAIIU'  VVLLCVUIJ 

'  

UU UIIg DJLUI UUVTUII !6D VI UIIg PIgUYUTIT6 PITdDY \dI lU UI]UIU

were many more than those that can be summarized r:nd-er the headings of "fack

of f reedom'r  and rr inef f ic iency")-  The t iming was al-so relal ively obvious:

right after the d.eath of Mao Zedong-who was id.entif ied. with that phase as he

had himsel f  c lear ly been act ive at  the very beginr i ing as one necessary (but

hardly suf f ic ient)  condi t ion.  the other necessary condi t ion being thousand-s

and thousands of  youths -  a lnong them that famous assistant professor in phi lo-
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^^ht- ,  ^+ a^- i+^
-v l r iJ  

av DVL va.

The cruciaf role played by &chnolory was quickfy grasped. by the new

forces. As is vel l  lcror^m - with frent ic speed - they started ordering al l
( r , l \

klnds of technologll for the four modernizations )'Jlf vith one characteristic

in cormron: i t  would strengthen the el i tes because i t  was bureaucracv -dependent,

capital-d-ependent,  research-depend-ent more than part ic ipat ion-,  labour- and

cro.ct iwitrr-  done.ndent.  At the same t ime i t  was deemed to be eff ic ient.  .And-

at the same time some measures were taken to increase the freedom of the

^1^.; '^^^^ -^^*-r^ hov much and for how long a t ime remains to be seen. InvlrarfsDY PguPrg -

short, the new people in quest for power were rid,ing on two powerful waves:

the f ive el i tes who wanted- to come back,and popular d" iscontent wi th excesses

-- ' r  ^L^-+^^-;-- ' :  of  the cul tural  revolut ion.  And they were quickly rewarded:@f u Df lu!  u vu!r ! f ,16 

-

the classicaf structures hardened, and the ni l i tary got not only technolory:

l :harr  orran cn+ e r . rnr  
- . r j * l ' r  

J- ] ' ra ' i -  qnr- i : - l  ' is t  noic"hl^^- ' -  1r i^r--Jt l )^
-  q weL, w! urr  u 'err  -  - . - ,c.-Jour,  Vi  etnarr i  .  -  'And- the party

became the focus of at tent ion, again.

h4rat about the Gane of Four - the si ren barr - about which it is often

f re I
said ?'and lvlao makes f ive"? -[  consider this a propaganda -f igure, an effort

tn nersonal iz.e p.  e la.ss strr l r rg le 1^-.  -^ i -+. ; -d +^ rrobab]e excesses hrr  somevv ler  evLLaLLuv @ vlouu vJ } /vrrr  vtrr6 L vJ Dvfrrg

-^ --r  ̂  -^+1"^- ]Laf , r  to the crucial  issues, thereby myst i fy ing the wholeIJs l /as r4u1r9r ul l

nnl  i  l - - i  ae n1- f .h inaqa darrol  nnmont Tt  i  c  dorrhlrr  inqrr l  f  inc nnt nnlrr  - l - .n thnqavv4vr. ,U!] Ib '

whnsp nn' l  ' i  t i  c : l  intel  I ' i  .c"ence ls mnsslv rrnderos Limated bw beine" tOl-d.  SuChI /vrrurvGr rr tuuf t f6u vvu vJ vvrrrb

^+^* ' i  ^^ 1-. .+ ^-r  ̂ n tn thc storv-tel f  ers themselves i f  the l is tener behaves asoUU!lVDt U4U 4IDV UV UfIg DUvlJ-u

i f  he bel ieves that the story-tel ler  bel ieves what he says. The whole ef for t

*n ro*o^-.1 i  ?^ .nA qaa Ch-inaqa nnqf.- l  q/q hi  qtnrrr  .c .  cf  
-ma 

r . rhara orrarrr th incuw IJgr Dvl ldaIZg 4ru o9u vrf  r f reuu yvp v-L)+r l  r r f  u uvlJ aD 4 D ud6E wl lYI  u u v u!J urr f  r rb

l -ho* hcnnane ie a resuft  of  the power play between the dramatis personae,

l"he Chinese leaders, wi l l  lead us ser iously astray --  there are much deeper

forces at work. But that d,oes not nean that some of the leaders cannot

articr,-l-ate some of these forces better than others and that they ca.nnot some-

t imes serve as their  catalyst:  af ter al l ,  that is what pol i t ics at the fevel of

the leaders i-s about. But the basic contrad,ictinns are not among them; they

are located much deeper.  in the social  formations themselves.
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Hrrr ' i  no said th is i t  should be noted that there seems to have been some

division of labour between the old friends Mao Zedong arrd Zhou Enfai: the

former was better,  more in the forefront in the distr ibut ion phases, the

lat ter  rnore in the growth phases ( including being invoked, post mortem, as

sone kind nf  natron saint  for  the cr l r rent  nha.se\ M.rrho +hj^ -r-
' , * ' fon 

Salnt  1 'OI t f - -  v y--qv, , /  .  _roJ uc ur*o or lOLl ld be

regarded as a display of  complementar i ty rather than of  conf l ic t .  In the

case of  L in Piao i t  was di f ferent -  he probably carne too cl -ose to the Russians,

iha oreh-an6mr/ And in the case of  L iu Shaochi  i t  was also di f ferent:

denounced as "Chinats JCrruschev",  as "hidden trai tor ,  renegad-e and scabt '  dur i -ng

the Cuftural  Revolut ion,  he passed away. t lad he not he might,  l ike Deng,

have been put into power again in the current phase. Thus, there seems also

tn ha o nor ia--  for  Chinese feaders to osci l - late -  much di f ferent f rom Soviet

feaders r .^rho have but one peak, in their  po\ , /er  career,  never tw: or more.

The programme of the current phase is pred-ictable to the point of

tediun. To rrn Figure 2 backwards, f rorn r ight  to lef t :  abol i t ion of  the

rorrnlrr t i  nnrrrr  nnmm j  **aao. c*ranm amnh-c j  o nn l .anrnr mi I  i  *  
-ntr  

) ranhn^1 
^nr 

.vf  vrLa J vvrrurrr  u uvsDt o urur16 srrrHrrdD!D wrr rrs4vJ tLtLLLUaLaJ Lgul l l lu!u6J a

re- introduct ion of  a very c lassicaf  r - rn iversi ty pattern wi th examinat ions

and scholast ic emphasis in the pattern of  recrui tment;  a tendency toward.s

hi  r"rner f : r : tnr i  os aJld- heavier ind.ustr ia l  tec|r1of oorr  wi  th mn-e sno^ i  r l  i  -c* 
j  anurvr s a}/svLaLL La u LUL j ,

and a return to the sof id power base for the administrat ion in Bei j ing wi th no

more excursions into the communes for bureaucrats in need- of l lremouldine of their

( tz)
n6rc^h.- i i+ ioorr  FoT some month$l ' ,Possibly there is afso the gradual  d issolut ionrv!  uvrrGrr wrve

of the autonomy of  the Peoplers commules wi th return to the old.  administrat ive

uxits, ard to more private land ounership and ma::keting - thus erod-ing the

Pannrarc n^mm-'-^ f rom above and below. No d,oubt th is wi l l  lead to growth,  no!  vvyrv

d.oubt i t  v i l l  fead to decreased equal i ty in d- istr ibut ion -  both of power and

nf moJ-ani al  cnrr ls.  The bottom may come somewhat up al though that is unl ikely ;

the ton wi l l  no doubt be able to aCCr.mulate the onndq f .hr l :  nnr^r .ome into Q[ in2 and""r  "

those produced by her.  And in th is we can also c lear ly see a th i rd factor

in ad.di t ion to inef f ic iency and lack of  f reedom posibively mot ivat ing the

current phase, not negat ively,  l ike the struggle to get back into power .  This

' i  q l -ho 
--ni^ ' ' ] . -  

.rD u'ls 
' 'ap-Lury 

growing awareness of the international system after the
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opening in L977 - a fear of being lelt behind- by the flow of all the glittering

growth of the"f i rst l 'and even"second'r 'and even"third"world-;  on arr is land al f  bv

themselves, with lof ty idea]s but l i t t le more, And in al f  of  thj_s also the

increased feeling of being in a dangerous worfd, where tunnefs and some small

guerrilla band-s look grossly incongruous and out of touch relative to the type

of rneans of destruction the superpowers are sporting around the g1obe.

nstead of blamlng one might try to understand. But in so doing -

and this is the second hypothesis -  ve can also see clear ly how this current

phase may cone to an end and wha.t  the next nh:se wi l t  ]ook l ike. f t  v i l f

come to an end because of increasing class contradict ions ( the f ive mentioned

plus some possible new ones - none of the f iver, ,me resolved in the precedinE

phase),  d-ecreasing distr ibut ion, incr:easing inequal i ty and uft imately sheer

exploi tat ion of the masses. This wi l l  take the classical  form: to pay the

bif l  incurred to the rest of  the world China has to export  at  very competi t ive

prices; to do that savings have to be ma.de; to do that workers have to be

paid badly - but as they have to l-ive to produce they also have to be fed- to

reprod"uce which means that peasants have to be paid bad1y. Whether directfy

or indirect ly exploj ted. whether what is exported is (seni-)  rnanufactured

goods or outputs from agricul ture, the result  is the sarne: the peasants wi l l

have to palr .  Sooner or later they wi l l  th ink, then say, then shout,  then

ra11y around the slogan: r t-we have been through this before, haventt  we-r ' .

They have, indeed also in the modern form of inf lat ion and mass unemnlorrment-( lS)

hhen wi l l  th is happen? Only half- facet iously 1et me mention rGaftgngrs

law about the durat ion of post- I) \ )  phases in Chinese development":  af ter about

9 vears -- .  From L949 to 1! lB there were !  years, f rom l-958 to I)6J there were

! years, f rom L967 to r) '16 there were !  years --  that shourd give us r9e5(t l )

Around- that time a new turning point might come - give or take some years- growth

ethos woufd have netered out hecause of the revolts and discontents caused

by the inequalities engend-ered" by it, there would be new d.emonstrations in

that square in Bei j ing, Cocafola bott l -es wi l l  be smashed asainst the Mac-

Donaldts Hamburger (Japan, Inc") stand-s, now introd-uced so that the Chinese

can have fast food and not r,raste too much time that coufd. be used rnore



-L2_

prod-uct ivel-y,  the Gang of  I 'our wi l l  be resusci tated-,  Mao wi l l  come up and Zhou

dolin, and so on, and so forth. Hopefully the new leaders would have done their

homework and afso come up with some good answers to the problems of an

eff ic ient  peoplers technologf,  how to combi-ne equal i ty wi th more freedom,

not less,  and how to cope vi th the rest  of  the wor: l -d as aJt  economic,  pol i t ical  ,

mi l i tary,  social  and cul turaf  chaf lenge. And a new phase would have begun.

4.  Why this distr ibut ion-growth osci l lat ion?

And that br ings me to the th i rd and f inaf  point :  that  th is is not merely

a zrg-zag cou-rse run by a rat  in a maze receiv ing electr ic shocks when he runs

too far in ei ther direct ion,  nor necessar i ly  a conscious stratery concocted

hrr cnma nnTi* iar l  qrrnar-mind hrr t :  d i rar : t  ornros:qinn nf  r  1ra?\r  ( lh inaqo r^rrrrvJ Dvrug yVf,MU4I D*I jg l - luf1lu t  vvv a ul lsv U s^ylvup u vv! . t  vr l l l rsrs waJ

of conee' i  r r inr"  o l  +L.: - -^ r- .  ^^. . inr  sn thare i*  a lso an ef fOrt  to exnl : in thev 1116 v L urI I l l6D. LI f  p4J a1l6 ov ul f  sr  9 rD alDv @f Yl  r  vI  u uv c^p!@rl l

nhannmonnn T,l-. is then assumed that Sinic civil ization can be seen in terms

^t-  ^^mn^-an+o rhsl  in China come together in an eclect ic or s;mcret ic,  but  a lso
/nn\

synthesized, even slmergist i "  
- t . lgum,\ t t i(>t \\  - -  /

Confucianism - '  wi th i ts emphasis on the state,  the fami ly,  the gold-en past,
non-manual work as the best, some individual mobil ity;
examt_nall-ons

.  /  \  . . ,
Buddlr ism (mahEyana) -  wi th i ts emphasis on shar ing of  meri ts,  col lect iv ism,

?^d+--;-+ ^^, .^ ' l  i  +-- :  s tme ki  nd r f  nrc":n i  c qnl  i  d:r i  l - r rrgDUri l t r ru,  squdrr  uJ t

wi  th i ts omnh:si  s on the smal- l  -  a r to l  den fntr : re-  and thev u vruyrrau

contradict ion in everything, dialect ics

, , ;  +L . :  +-  ^--1^^^- iwaura ruD sr!_yr.aDrs or l  progress and goal-directedness, on t ' t imers

( zz\
laoism'-

Westernism -
arrcwtt ,  wi th two branches:

l iberal ism with conpet i t ion,  ind. iv iduaf ism and capi ta l is t
ef f ic iency,  accumulat ion,  inst i tut ion-bui ld ing,  checks and balances
marxism with i ts emphasis on contradict i -on between classes,
sol id-ar i - ty,  revolut ions,  ant i - imper ia l isrn

The assu.mption is that China iq llfe ,.qnly pface in the v __o_l"llUE

^^- L^ a^"- ' r  i -  raLios that  would vary over Lime and space and frora person toUOI Ug a U41u. I i i

person - but there r+oufd always be some kind of combination beyond co-existence

of what to the l.{estern mind would be highly contradictory, even irreconcifable

elements. No element would be cornpletely absent.

The concrete impl icat ion of this assumption, as a contr i -but ion to

exnlaininr"  t ,he Ch' inpse nei tern of  dorrplonmont-  is  obvious: wi th in the context
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of  Sinic c iv i l izat ion the z ig-zag pattern not onl-y receives legi t imat ion,  but

looks normal.  natural .  The growth dimension receives i ts legi t imat ion both

within c-onfucianism and from Western l lberalism. The di-stribution dimension

receives its legitination both fron buddhism and from Western Ffarxism. In

addi t ion,  daoism would give a high leve1 of  legi t i rnacy to a major instrr-ment of

(  >z\
distr ibr ' . t ion,  decenl , ra l tzat ion dorrn to the smaf l  uni t ,  the cornmune\ - / / -  a major

reason why communism looked like commune-ism in China during the period of the

Culturaf  Revolut ion.  And 1,he diafect ic i tsel f ,  the osci l lat ion,  even in

relat iwelw rnnid succession meas,trad hrr  qnn' ia- l  t ime- hcf ,wpon omnhasis on_ v4\,  v4 ,  v!J

disbr ibut ion,  then on growth and then on distr ibut ion again,  would f ind i ts

basis in da.oism.

I t  should be pointed out how di f ferent this woul-d be - i f  i t  is a

nawanr in*arnnaf,at ion -  f rom western development th inking according to which

one is ei ther in the l iberal  or  in the nrarxist  camp, thus favour ing ei ther

tho wort i  e: l  -  or  the hor izontal  incl inat ion -  Seeinpn the nther r-urrs v sr  urudr r  ur '  t r I I€ i lOI,  LZOI La-L f I ICI. I I Ia UlOn -  Se--rrb urtu v vrrsr  UII€ aS Wryg.

?o this i t  may be objected that there is room for distr ibut ion wi th in

l iberal  th inking (social  democracy),  and there is room for growth wi th in t iarx ist

th inking ( t t re Soviet  Jnion i tsel  "  being an example wi th i ts emphasis on

Itnn*ahjhr rrn ^h^ overtake" f rom the very beginning).  This is t rue,  but i tuo uulrr l f6 uP 4iu

would general ly lead- 1,o these two t ; rpes of  inages of  thc developmental  pat tern:

Figure J. Two Wester4 nioqelE q{ 4lstrilutlon/gowt ationship.

Liberal  model: Marxist  model:

Growth first then d-istribution

. f " . -**_-*"  
* . . -  

- .

>)

Ohrr i  nrrs l r r -  thcsp would at  mostvvvrvqvr. /

What the Chlnese seem to d.o is

sothor in:n p71, j l^cn * ' . - jc+jn-v-r  r IYDD UWI D Uf t l6

ranroqorf .  nno trrrninc nrr int  nn!  eyr vpvrr  uklrJ:rr t )  ] ,vrr ]  u vrr

to incorporate both models and

snake of a curve.

ihe Chinese curve.

l ink them to-

Distr ibut ion f i rst .  then growth
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Conclusion: Ten impl icat ions

Accord- ing to th is picture,  1et  me now try to draw some impl icat ions f rom

this.  Admit tedly s impl i f ied- and overdrawn, the Chinese strateg:f  of

development,  the Chinese I 'model" ,  is  nei ther the"distr ibut ion f i rst i l  nor

+'r^^ i l - -^, ,+r^ ' i -^+rr  L. ,+ +r-^ - . i  -  - . t .g course makinp" use of  both of  them.ur ls xLvw ul f  aI lD u.  uuu ul(g z lx-aa_ _,*___ , , .wlrrrH

For that reason i t  makes l i t t le sense to say that they have betrayed their
(  >t \

model;  they are i -n a di f ferent phase of i t \ . - - 'As the current phase is more

sirni lar to what happens in the West (both in i ts Western and Eastern part  -

the truropeart  social ist  countr ies) j  t  has been disregar.d-ed as a part  of

the chinese "mod-e]" ras human percept ion tend-s to be by contrast rather

than by simi lar i ty.  The Chinese have to be exot ic!  But then i t  may also

be that they are better,  more creat ive in the distr ibut ion than in the
/  cq\

grovth phasesI and more imitat lve in the lat ter)" i

(2\  ahcnlrr to ' l  
- 'crucial  in the total  scheme, what ind.eed makes i t  revofut i_onary,\* /

was a distr ibut ion phase as an in i t ia l  phase. The Chinese pract ised- the

o6\
dlctum "distr ibut ion f i rst ,  then growtht ' \ - - l  I f  they had started with

€trowth -  the convent ional model -  any distr ibut ion attenpt later would

probably had" been very skimpy ind-eed. Chiang would have done that - and

China would have been a poor carbon copy of i ts East and Southeast Asian

neighbours. I t  would have been too big to repl icate the Taiwan exercise.

fn the concrete social  mechanisms leading to the dramatic (and dramatized)

turning points there are things easi ly recognizable from other societ ies:

distr ibut ion with l i t t le or no growth l -ead-s to shared- poverty and dis-

content;  growth with l i t t fe or no distr ibut ion leads to increased

inequalities and general emergence and sharpening of cfass contradictions

and d-iscontent. Where the Chinese differ - and that is the basic thesis -

is  in the interpretat ion of  th is,  in my view related to basic character-

ist ics of  Sinic c iv i l izat ion.

3)



r+)

( t )

(  6)

ln a sense i t  is  af l  a l ready in the mother book of  Chinese thought,  the

I  Cheng. f i rst ,  contrad- ict ions are normal ,  the wor ld is l ike that ,

nothing is perfect ly perfect  or  imperfecb. Second, contradict ions wi l l

crystal l ize,  sharpen, mature wi th t ime. ?hird,  they wi l l  g ive bir th to

something new which in turn is contrad-ictoryr and so on, ad inf. As a

consequence, correct  pol i t ics is to real t -ze th is,  not  f ight  i t  by t ry ing

to put a f id-  on the cauldron of  contradict ions ( tn is is what the Chinese

accuse the Russians of  doing),  but  t ry to lead and use these tremendous

forces. As one wi l l  never escape from the yi- l fyang nature of  real i ty,

better work wi th i t  than asainst  i t .

More part icular ly,  the Chinese feaders seem to make use of  the turning

no' i  nts for  enor,c" iz, inr t  the nonrr l  at ' i  rn.  mnhj 1i  z. ino.  ' r - ' -^mi - ' ihd 
mhe

I rvrr lvr  rv '  s l is !6fJrr fb 
" , . r  

yvy4ruvLvtr t  LLrL6'  uJf f ,4rrrzf f r6.

turning points are dramatic,  but they are als:  d-ramatized, to some extent

cf n maA: r l  ani  f f i^+;  nrr  ihe nreepd inr"  nha se -  nersonef iZing (  in Ofdef tO aVOidD UqUEu, usr116!4Ulaf6 urLU y!uuvutr ler  PrruLet l rur  Dvl lArL4L)t t -  \ r r1 vLuu!

hl^m-i-a i ' r ]^ i - -  ; -vr.** ! r6 vr i r ra@ 
-, ,  

toto);  scapegoat ing.  No doubt mistakes can be nade in

wrongly assessing when the t ime is r ipe,  but a correct  assessmen! according

Ln this t r rno nf  +]^;-r- . ; - f t  . . , j ' r r  L.ave bui f t_ in rewards because i t  wi f l  workUV Ul I ID U.yPg W L Ul i l l lA! t f6 t  wl f  f  l i

with the forces of  a contradict ion at  the point  of  maturat ion.

From this i t  fo l lows that they may also bui fd into the phases an excessive

amount of  imbalance to ensure that there wi l l  be suf f ic ient  contradict ion

raw mater ia l  to draw upon(")rnr= thcy have certainly done in bhe present

nh:s-o- for  which tha nredict ' ion is that  there wi l l  be a new cul turalvrre 
} / !

revol-ut ion,  but of  course di f ferent f ron the preceding one. nhis is the

doctr ine of  the recurr ing revolut ion (not "permanent revolut iontr ,  that

would be a contradict io in adjecto).  As is wel l - lcrown ,  Mao had

already predicted the current phase, and that his name would be used in
/nn\
\aa )

vain af ter  h is dealh. '

foes this mean that the Chinese have a double mind about r^rhat they do -

that  they are not only ' r inscrutablerr ,  but  even "mischievous"? Leaving

aside these two ad. ject ives that re late to Western misund.erstandings or

rather total failure to ulderstand, the answer may be yes ard no. No in

the sense that when they are in this or that phase they believe fulIy

( r )
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"1 ' -^+ +r"^--  i^  - -^s in the sense that that  fa i th is not for  eterni tv.  notwLtau urrgy uvr Yq

even for their  own l i fe-t ime. but for that per iod. I t  is the correct

line at the corect time. With the turning point comes also a turn in

fai th,  convict ion, concrete sociaf prograrme. From a Western point of

view where fai th is for l i fe,  as a part  of  the personal i ty,  this looks

strange and leads to accusat ions of act ing. l lo doubb the two perspect ives

are related to the difference between buddhlst rebirth and the idea of

Christ ian eternal safvat ion or condennat ion: between shif t ing ident i t ies
/  an \

1n cosmic t ime arrd.  one single id-ent i ty f rozen in eterni ty\ t7 I

(e) Not ewervhndv wi l l  be able to make the turns and some wi l l  do i t  too we1l.

Those most ident i f ied with the preced, ing phase wrl l  have to r , . rai t  in the

corr idors (of ten t rarrr  r tnnl  a:  spnt e-r- i  d^rs)  1f  h i  s ' .^rv t , i  I  I  thew can be

taken out of  the mothbal fs because their  phase has come. I t  has been

pointed out that there was a possible division of labour between Mao and

ftiou - but no d-oubt Z'hou was a maoist and Mao a zhouist. and both of them

firndamental ly,  deeply Chinese. I t  should be noted that to give to al l

a charrce of  a second, even bhird " l i fe"  these phases have to be short  g iven

the l imi ted human l i fe-span.

(g) But could there not be a rrlocking-ltl-l_Uff€_lfng*_y]_!4_ggeply_ e_ntrepche{

el i tes.  wi th modern teclrrroloqy to suppress revofts? Tt  is possibfe.

-^-+. . '^ . , r^- l - .  , ' .  r . r^^r  r^-^^.^^^^;--^-* ja l iSm COme intO nlaw pr" : . i  n _ inPd-L UaUUId-LrJ r f  WVDUgf, l r  ur  ddydrEDv rur}Jsr la! ! - i l l  uuurE f , l ruu yr4J a6al l l  -  L i f

that  case the contradict ions wi l f  be antagonist ic and only resolvable by

/  , \(much) v io lence, according to Mao. A new long rnarch nay be cal- f  ed for .

But if the situation remains in Chinese control the hytrlothesis here is

that af ter  some years the new leadership v i11 be weakened in their  f ight

for  their  pr iv i leges by feel ing deep dom in their  Chinese souls that  "our

t ime i  q rrnl t  _ rnf l  s i r ra in f .n tho 1ewt rronaraf . i  nn nl-  omars. inm faraae
uf,Lrts rJ uy 6r v v f r r  uv uirv I  LU^ v burruf ,  f f6 a vI  eYD.

/ -  ^ \(10) So, the Chinese wi l l -  cont inue "deceiv ingrr  those fr iends who ident i fy wi th

thcm onlrr  i r r  owarrr  sar:ond -h^^^ M^-^ ---+j  ^, . - r  ̂ . * r - -  r 'q coviet  union andUftv i l l  JrLLJ l l l  gvgrJ DgvUIfu yI I@Ds. I IUI I  yol  vLvqLaLLJ t  uUt U

Japan are in for  great disappointments as they rush in to make quick

economic and pol i t ical  prof i t .  And the rest  of  us would be r^r ise i f  we

real ize that  we are not Chinese, but nevertheless have very much to
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I  earn _ oerha.ns -^-+;  ^, . r  - - r . ,  i  
-  terms Of leVelS nf  s,rht l  ctrr  :ndyvlrruyv y@! urvu rar rJ 

-  
u u ure vJ ar Lu

enmnlorr i tw -  not  onlw from indiv idrr : l  Chineso- hut f ron that remarka-r rv v vrr !J

1..r  ̂ ;^n^^- i  +^-- .  ^nd rpr"entar: l  p r f  insi  c"ht :  the s in i_c c iv i l izat ion.v LY UYlVDf,  UUi .y 4fU r  suslr  u@vrs ut  r r iutbr!  w. urfs !  l



- to

Annonrt  iv .  Jnr^r  dnoq n^]  i  l : i  nr l  a ihne rel2l :F l -n nnl  i  l i  n:1 raa I  i  t r r?arvvvrrvfr ! .  !ve+* v, /  .

How does this al l  re late to some of the economic indicators

we have for China for th is per i  od? Obviously,  i t  would certainly not

he ereneeted tha t  tha e.nni  r i  r :a. l  i  nd i  cators of  econ rmr c Emowth and

distr ib-r t -Lon shoufd fc l low Figure 1.  That f igure is about pol i t ical

j i^^^ __^l^ -Lw^^ e.nd a 1,o?rr  nrrdtr  versi ln at  that  _fuudJg $udlDt Pru6i4r l rD, suf luD -  a! !v a vsrJ 9r[us

not about economic real i ty.  Economic reaf i ty would at  best  be lagging

behind. The ethos of  a per iod may focus on disbr ibut ion but wi th a v iew

to obtain growth through the refease of  creat iv i ty and may, in fact ,

obtain that .  The next per iod- nay foc- ls on growth by curbing distr ibut ion

a1-f  r r -s hr- l :  na.r  nnt  nhta. ' i  n . - . ' r f .v han2-rqe 11'a ' - tent ia l  is  somehow ex-

l^^--^r^-r  1^ r , . r rh. i  ns , l :  s , - ;  l - , r t iOn nlaV hAVa .v-  ^t  n-19; re of fect .  - - l l  -l !4uD ugu t  r rvL4u-c L 4r u! ] re,  - :  :  r*-

there may be externaf factrrs ab uork not capt-rrel  t ] -  the f rame of  ana-

lysis of  Figure l -  at  a l l  .  but  most bas-cal ly one wo-; ld assLrme a lag:  an

I 'ethos" proclaimed takes t ime to 
-5e transl-ated into ccncrete pol i t ics which

takes t ime to be transfated into economic facts.

Here are some data,  infort-r -nately only on the grolr th dimension as

the S sources consul t"O(JO)u.""  
" i l -ent  

(  n interested?) rr .  .ny distr ibut ion

dimension:

Table f .  Phases in Chinese devefopment and economic inCicators

^-- / - . - -t ; l \ f  t  5] t -Lrons oI

US 1977 dol lars)

^.- ,/
Gr\f/  capl ra

Acri  nrr l  l - r r r : l
/ -^--  - . \ \prod.{c l r -on(Iy? l - I 'J '  )  )

Industr iaf
nrn^rraf  i  

- -  
/ r  oql  l  nO)

Trade with Communist
/  . - -  . ,^  d\

countr-Les\mrr-L u5 D/

Trad-e with ldon-conm.
/  - . -  ,^  h\

Countr leS(ml- I I  U5 Jl /

1949

t -

t01

54

2a

J5A+

B6o*

19 tB
153

27a

1rl8

r42

21eO

l3R5

rg67

lBB

218

118

242

810

ZOAq

1A1 6

142

155

14e

qf t t

22, / . \

r  oo]  q

x For l ) )A,not I )L)
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I t  is  very c lear f rom the four f i rst  f ines in the Table that  the

four ind- icators show f i t t le growth dur ing the second phase, the f i rst  part

of  which was exact ly therrCreat Leap Forwardr ' ,  and more growth in the f i rst

and in the third phases - actualfy more so in the first than in the third-.

f t  is  beyond the scope of  th is art ic le to reason why, no doubt the ca,;saf

nexus -s a very complex one. The data are,  at  least ,  compat ib le wi th many

other hrrnotheses and with combinat ions of  them. I t  is  a lso interest ing J,o

-^n *r^o* . , r . ,nrno.. l  t rade with t tnon-communiSt countr iestr  (a.  I IS c ' la.s- ;  ' r  ;  ^-+^?",DYE UI l4 U WilgAgAD UI4UE Wf UII  l lv l f -WVl lu l r tUi l -  L vJUt l  L--Lv \o 
uu UlaoDlf  !VdUWLJ

r :a. tepnonr )  ha s errn:n ' l  ed f :  i  r l  r r  eynnnpn' ia. l  I  r -  ' r  * ] .  e re- '  r r l  t -a. . ]  e wi th 
t tcommu-

nist  cormtr ies" has not:  the data show that in th is f ie ld,  so direct ly in-

donandanf nn dani  q- i  anq tha r i r  +2 zTo rrar l r  qohqi  - f  - i r ro ' l -n nnl  i  nrr  r^- ' t r^^-- !  r^ -v-oJ J- lD ,  v- !e ua ua 4!e vsrJ uu-rrr  Jf  vs 
-J PwrrLJ t  wI LI IUU L rA6.

The rat io between the two l - ines of  t rade f igures te l ls the story qui te con-

vincingly.

Tf  the data real ly sho-Lld prrve to be compat ib l -e wj th the lag hypo-

lhesis ( i ,vhlcL is not rhe same as elr f ' rn- i r . :  +he fas" hvoothesis)  tnen there

ic  e rqthar imnn
- - - - -  , -^, ! . . r r tant  consequence that fo l lows. Tre ccnclusion would stand-

much more strongly i f  the same f inding held f r r  indicators of  d istr ibut ion,

v iz that  the d- istr ibut ion was parLicular ly inegal i tar ian in t lLe distr ibu-

l - i  nn-nr i  anf  ar i  nar i  ndq rnd nof in fho srar^r fh-nr i  antar '1 qan,rr . , l  o,r :co(n,r l -  in

mention the fourth phase for wl- ich rve as yet  do not have data,  i t  has nrt  been
.\

concluded).  The idea is s imply th is:  a campai$r stresses what that  phase is

na.r  l i  eu' l  ar ' l  w weak nn -  oossi  h l  r r  hggguse i t  r , ras leol  cr : t ,e. l  i  r  tL e rrsspf l  i  1p"var vrvu:a! : -y vvvt*r :  vr f  I  vvpvrvr-y wrav v lvvvul f rh

nor inr l  end i .h:1.  chnurq rn ' i  n lho ner ind zf ' f .cr-  n.^^ j l - l - -  l -  ^  lha nranodinq_L/ur f  vu kr-u u--s w p--wwr uy r f r  u--u ysl  Lvv af  uEr ,  PvDDI vrJ uYUaqDg urru pLvvLur-rE>

per iod t r ied to handfe the other problem and some posi t ive resul ts of  that

shows up in the succeeding per iod so that one can focus on the other problen

instead. fn ei ther case (and the two explanat ions d.  not  exclude each other)

we get a.  ee.r t ,a jn onesidedness in the ethos of  the ner i  od  ̂  and fh.at  onesided-

ness produces a factual  onesidedness that in turn wi l l  re inforce the ethos

onesidedness in the subseQuent per iod.

one condi t ion for  th is,  however,  is  that  the ccun-.er-cyc1ical  noves

of nnl  i t ;c : ' l  pthnq :nd nol i+. io.el  nacl ' i * . '  l^c.ra 
-nt lenh' lw snea.kinrr-  the Same

wave-length.  That they have to have to s ime extent the same ampl i tude is

obvious: the worse the d- istr ibut ion/srowth s i tuat inn- tha mnr"a e,pd { [s,  wrrv

stronger work is needed to set  i t  r ight .  One might assuf le,  however,  that  th is
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wil l  afso to some extent adjust  the wave- lengths to each other:  as the
focus on the dimension neglected in the preceding phase starts bear ing
fnrits that emphasis wil-l- be tuned d-own and attention wil l be drawn to
the dimension neglected because i t  might have been assumed (subconsciously
rather than unconciously)  that  i t  wi l l  take care of  i tsel f  s ince i t  looked
so heal- thy to start  wi th.  And thus a new pol i t ical  ethos is usherer j_ in!
- and in this particu-lar case with a wave-length of about ! years

How does al l  of  th is compare to a deveropnent strategSr wi th
constant poJ- i t ical  ethos, whether of  the f iberaf  or  the marxist  var iet ies,
or some kind of  social-democrat ic var iety emphasiz ing "growth i , r i th structural
change'r? The problem with that  is that  even i f  the pc1,trcal  ethos is con-
stant polr t ical  ( in t t r is  case i ts economic aspect)  real i ty is certainly not.
r t  wi l l  change because the systems are open even i - f  they are not subjected
to the osci l lat ions brought about by consiant or osci l lat ing onesidedness.
In the Chinese case this wor_Lld be a nart ;  cf  the wor ld as i t  is  expected to
behave: there is a d- ia iect ic ln real i ty and a dial-ect ic between real i ty and
ethos so there has to be a dialect ic in ethcs too. But in bhe \n/estern case
there may, peihaps, be more of  a tendency to hang on to an ethos once accepted.,
not seeing that af ter  being sel- f - fu l f i l1rng i t  may becone sel f -denying.At
that point  (and we are at  such a point  in l , iestern hlstcry r ight  now, indeed!)
f r r - rstrat ions set in wi th f rant ic ef for ts tc nake reaf i ty conform, or
d-ramat ic changes of  ethos. These ef for ts give to the r , Iest  some of i  ts
strength -  perseverance -  as wel l  as some r f  i ts  r , reakness -  dcggedness as
weff as totar reversaf , rlmwertr-rng ar-fer werte. And the corresponding
chinese pattern gives to china some of i ts strength -  f lexibi l i ty  -  as wel l
as i ts weakness -  a certain fatal ism, r t l -et  us correct  for  that  next t ime,, .etc.
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J( Original ly presented for the Alternat ive Strategies and Scenarios
sub-project of  the Goals, Processes and fndicators of Development project
of the United Nat ions Universi ty at thte vrorkshop hefrf  in Geneva ,  Nu,.y 29_
10, 1979 and at the meeting of the ] l /or ld Order Models project,  Boston,
B June, 1979 I  also given as a seminar at universi t i  Sains l4alaysia, B August
1979 and at a roundtable on present-day China at the Sixteenth society for
rnternat ional Development worl-d conference, colombo, sr i  Lanka, 1J August
L979 .  r  am i-ndebted. to discussants al l  p laces, and part icular ly to the
other three ror-rnd-table part ic ipants, in the SII  discussion Sarta3 Aziz,
James Grant and ldeville ltfarwell, and ny many frien,c.s at the Dept. of political
Science of the Universi ty of Hawai i .

l '  As an example, just consider some cf the headl i , tes in newspapers arolnd theworld that did look somewhat conf:" iTg when they f i rst  u.pp""""&: ' fJapan To Help
in Modernization of chinese ports" (Asahi trvening Nei,rs, 22 January L979 _ it,was through the control of the infrastructurre that Japan started Lontrolling
China in the l )Jasr, to a large extent) ;  "Capi ta l ist  Class Resu.rrected in last
Mod-ernizing China" (Asahi Evening News, 26 Januarq :197i l ;  ' r0inco : ,uard_ias Rojoso
ejecutad-os en Pekin" (nt  fafs,  1J November l97B); . ' rChina Tel ls of  lO_year Gap
in Science Graduate Stud-y" ( tUf ,  22 Decenber I9l9);  , ,peklng to pr int  Bible,r
( l \ew Strai ts Times, I  Septenber 1979);  "Pekirrg Opens loors to Advert is ing By
Foreign Companies' t ,  ( \ rew Strai ts Tirres, Septembei tgl i l ;  "Unenpioy,: : rent isChina's l4ajor Probl-emr'  (New Strai ts Times, l !  Septerf l "-  f979)1 , ,The Unenploynent
Problem in China: Working Hours Stould be Cu_t ' r  (-p.crt . ) ;  J 'Ha"a Workers to Earn
More in New Pragmatic china" (Asahi Rvening i ' t rews, zJ.January r !BO)1 ' rchinar-. t - i .Consider Sett ing Up Hot Line, '  ( fHf,  l l  Februa"y igeO);  "Vis i tors,  Views of
china's Gains seen as overstatedr '  ( tWr, 27 t 'b.rch l98o, referr ing to the three
arti-cles published by lhe ltrew York Review cf Books !y w.id. E'berstadt reapprai-
sing the naterial prog:ress held to be made by Ch:-na)l "Chinu Clears Liu of Mao
charges on Educat ion" (rnr,  zg January 19BO): And so on, and so forth.  These
are given only as examples of what the West has now become accustomed to, bu- i
certainly was not before r9l7; the whole ethos and pol i t ical  real- i ty at  ihat
t ime being so di f ferent.

2' My first effort to come to grips r,rith China, together with my wife trhmiko
Nishimurao resulted in the book Leaning l l ron the Chinese peopls,  Oslo ;1975 -pub1ished. inNorwegian, in lenmar@dinGernanintheFed.era1
Republic of Germany. It reflects the cuftural revofution phase although in no
way pretend-ing to reffect more than i ts 1d"eo1og5r and i ts ideal ized- examples,
keeping the future very much open-ending, as i t  d.oes, with a f ist  of  eight
major contrad. ict ions in the China of the early sevent ies. ?he second effort
is st i l l  on. A short  t r ip to Bei j ing, November 1978, was very useful  as were
many discussions with Chinese i-ntel lectuals and others on'what is going on now,,.

1.  For one d- iscussion of thisr see George Aseniero, China?s Fou.r Modernizat ion
; ' rn lnrrmmaq.An?nnnnmincan..- . i+- . . .h:TJ^^]i  !  Jb! . - ru-rv! .  , ' r -  iuV-fu-r . rv !  Lsuqr-  L.y arrq -uqvf uxrua" l  

- -a. lwsi  
s -e 

pnor l GPID,June 1!80.

4. t r 'or h.n explorat ion of this,  see Johan Galtung, Five Cosmol-ogies:An Impressio-
nist ic Presentat ion, Geneva' GP]D,l9BO. The generaf-oi iErrtaTG-toward,s contra-
dict ion is seen as a very basj-c feature of a civ i l izat ion, with Occidental
civ i l izat ion being seen as host i l -e to contradict ions, as want ing to over?come
them, get r id of them.

5. The therne of an ecillation between good Bnperors and bad Elnperors is a
signif icant one in Chinese history and histor iography
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6. See, for two d- i f ferent approaches, two of the papers presented at the workshop
mentioned. above, by Irma Adelnan, "Nat ional . .and fnternat ional l {easures in Support
of Equitabl-e Growth in Developing Countr ies",  and her many important art ic l -es
on, l istr ibut ion and growth, and by Johan Caltungr[Towards a Theory of Strategies
of -Development 'r( the part  referr ing to t inr ing as an efement of strategic thinking
and act ion was actural ly presented at the f i rst  workshop of the same sub-project,
af  so in Geneva, Tvlarch Lr- I6,  I9 l9) .  To be publ ished in George Aseniero,  €d. ,
T)errel  nn- '1pnt:  Al  +e-ra t i  ve Stra t ,er" ieS and SCenariO. f  nr*1- a rnr nmyvyvrvv4rvarvo , ! fuv! l rwvfvv vv!+vvh r

1. These el i tes are found, of  crurse, not only in Uhina -  and play a rather
kerr  rn l  a i  n l -ha l1naan-.  orr l  nro n ' i  aa r f  d orrol  

^nmanT 
Fn n rn qrr  ' l  r r - - i  TnhorurrsvrJ @rru yral  Lrus ut  usvgfuPrrru__ J.  _,r  4r l  @--arJ; j -L i j '  5ucj  dul lat I

Galtung, Global  Gcals.  Gfobal  Processes and the -rospecfs fcr  Human and Social-
levelopment,  Geneva, GPID, f979. fn that  analysis Pol ice is added- to the other
f ive.  There are some reasons to bel ieve that the cu]tural  revofut ion was not
sensi l ive enough to the role pol ice m-ight play and t-hat i t  never was chal- fenged-
so ef fect ively as the other f ive.

B. "Regenerat i :n Through Own Effortsrr .  I  got  interested in the or ig in of  th is
-ono /^ rrrnanr o- i  V, . :Cte the EaSt Asi  an Fi  stonr , .  ic . i  crce T, i  h-a.-w in .c"c-  t lsn-nc
usl t r l /  UWIIISI-r  U 4I Iu V,-W 

-Y 
U--Y !4D U 

^*-u: I  
l - -D JvlJ vuls- tus r) ! r -aLJ uw 6u -  rv-rru

mater ia l  or  references that can clar i fy the or ig ins of  the concept long before
Mao Tse-tung male such frui t fu l  use of  i t r r .  I  got ' .he f :11:vr ing reofy f rom the
r. i r - -^- i^ .^ r-  ntr inhoar Qnnrr .^  fu l l  of  valuabfe infcrmat ion that I  permiturv!4I f  af f  t  ! !  .  f ' Iut f4Yf JUU L U, 

-umyself  to reproduce from i t  not ing that i t  represents Dr.Jcottrs personaf( tut
l - . ' rv i  orrs ' l  r r  werrr  r^ 'e l  I  i  nfrrnod )  nninion:

l - .  The Taoist  school-  of  t l - rught t raJi t ic ' . :a l ly  preached detachment f rom
the world.But Tacists advocated su.ch de1,achment for  the k ings, not for
the people.  l {oreover,  k ings were never,  T th ink,  supposed to be sel f -
- , . f€ i  ^ . i  ^-+ 

. i -  
-^+^- i - - l  

+^-
Jrf  f  lv !s- l  J - . t  -L@ w9-f  a-  

"sr ' I I lS.

Taoist ,  and- l -ater Budd-hist ,  monast ic establ ishments were of ten founded
in wi ld and isolated parts of  China.To some extent,  they may have l -een
seff-suf f ic ient .  But th is sel- f -sr f f ic iency,  i f  such i t  was, depended
on farge areas of land and perhaps cn the labour of servants.
There are many tal ls of  herni ts -  of ten Taoists -  l iv ing alone in the
backwood-s.  But these tal fs are of ten obvious fantasy.  In addi t ion,Taoist
hermits t rad- i t ional ly pract ised medicine, and prepared- and administered
drugs, perhaps in excnange for money or goods. And in any case holy men,
whether Taoist  or  Bud-dhist ,  were not aver:se to gi f ts.
To sun'rp these points:  to the best of  my bel ief ,  fhere is no expl ic i t
doctr ine : f  mater ia l  sel f -srLf f ic iency in ancient Chinese phi losoFhy, rr
in the c lassical  t radi t ion of  l l terature.

2.  Tn pract ice,  the t radi t ionaf Chinese cor-mtry community was fargely sel f -

suf f ic ient  in mater ia l  terms. Thls sel f -suf f ic iency has sometimes perhaps

been exaggerated. For sober discussion of  real- i t ies,  one might consuft :
"  qZa Ch inoqa p27+ Fnnnrmrr Q'1 '  D'- ,dh2i  1^l i  1 l  nr^r  P.c l - .1:ern Press ^ a.nd5UCK, J.L. ,  I t , , .s -* ,111 _LU() l tUl l iJ ,  ,J l td. : tE, ,*_- 

-_r11 
lsDp, arru

^v:  ^-  4^ -T- i  "eTsi  t r r  of  chi  cago Press andWrflU46U t  uI l f ,  v sI  Df uJ vr

r t 'o. .marr P l f  1Q7) T.rnd and T. l  
^1r? 

in fJ-r j ro Cenrrrc Al- len & T-nr,r jn T,nn, lnn
lawltey I  I1 .J1 .9 

- . / . / - ,  
Uauu4! l l l  wl l l l t4t  uuvr w ui fwl f r t

(or rLpr int ,  1966, M.E. Sharpe, New York).

l4ao Tse-turgrs nat ive province, H--ura: ,  is  in the hinter land. fn 
. I l ' laof  

s ear ly

years,  i t  was l i t t le af fecred by western inroads intc China, and r ,"as st i l l
nro;nm;nent l  11 rmri^r- l* . - roI  Tr 1^ic rrnrr fh than- Vl :n l ro. l ld nerh:ns h2.rre a.er:ent^ id,8I_LCUJVUfdL. -LI l  l r ID Jw+L]]  t  UlrYI l t  -@v wUulu ysrr l@yr -ravu aeveirvsu

the t rad- i t iorral  d-egree of  sel f -sr ,Lf f  ic iency as the natural  state of  af fa i rs.

7 rr t rn. .a- l -ot ions f rom Chairn ' ran Mao'r  -  thet ' l i t t fe red- book'r  of  the Cul tural
) .  l f r  bcuv ua

Revolut ion -  the ear l iest  c i ted use of  the phrase tzu-f i  keng sheng dates f rom
r^+r. i  ron. .or-r  I94r.  At  that  t ime Mao and his forces were st i f l  at  Yenan. Through-!  w ur i  d at lqaL .y

out the Yenan years,  owing to inevi table pressures of  war and to economic block-
k:de^ sel  f -suf f i  r : iencrr  ha.d hecn thc kev to s-rrv ival- .r louv t

In other words,  the c i rcumstances in which lvbo f i rst  advocated tzu-f i  keng sheng

made this doctr ine a statement of  pract ical  necessi ty.



4. The popular t radi t ion of  Chinese l - i terature of ten refers to "making do",  and
to a.n i rnn' l  i  e ' i  t  :  eecnt:nce nf  mater iaf  sef  f -Srr f f  i  c i  or .c1r-  Tle San Yen col f  eCt ionS
of ear ly col loquial  short  stor ies would.  perhaps provide mater ia l .  So might longer
works such as San-kuo yen-i and Shui-hu ("11t Men are Brothers", in Pearl Buckts
transl-at io. . ) .  -

]dow VIao was r , ie l l  acquainted with popular l i terature.  This l i terature might,
therefore,  have been one source of  h is doctr ine of  tzu- l i  keng sheng. But I  th ink
there is a far  more d- i rect  intel lectual  inspirat ion for  l4aors doctr ine.

! .  T 'h is inspirat ion,  in my view, is the debate on how China should reform
and ad-apt herseff ,  mater ia l ly ,  intel lectual ly,  and pol i t ical  ] -yr to the
western ruor ld.  fh is debate had begr;n soon af ter  Chinats d-efeat in the
Opium War. It cul-ninated- in the l4ay {th Movement of I9I9. Mao himself
took part  in that  Movement.
The key question in the debate iras this: to what extent should China
accept western technologSr and inst i tut ions? One cf  the answers that  was
gi-ven was that western learning should be appl ied only in mater ia l  matters;
in inst i tut ional  and ideological  matters,  Chi-na shoul-c1 r :etain her t rad. i -
t ionaf ways. (Hsi  Hsi ieh wei  rung.Ch--mg hsu.eh wei pen)However,  the range of
opinion utas bioad-.-Tt td-EF Ch.w -se-tsrrncn C96OJh" 'May l rourbh Movemfnt,
Harvard:  PP.527-1J2) points out,  one of  the concepts in c i rculat ion was
'rsel f -contentednesst '  (chih-tsu).  tn th is,  perhaps, there is a reaf 11r:-k
between l fa.o and an ear l ier  intel lectual  current.

9- But probably not at  the present t ime. The distance from the event needed
for a more object ive assessment is certainly too short ,  part icufar lv in China.

10. fhus,  i t  r , rould have been hard- to conceal-  massive k i l l ings dur ing that
^^- j  ^^ ^-^ - i  -L* nnr.r  * ' l , ra nrnd,r^t iOn of  aSSeSSment of  the Cul tural  RevOlut iOnI ,g l rVut ALIV ! !6! IU I lvW ur ls yrvquv

is  much too much in the hands of those whose vested interest i t  is to black-
mai l  i t  as much as possible.

11. This cfass aspect is not so much spoken of  in art icfes and discussj-ons of
Ohina va! caatrc to he extrenelv nnr,rprorr ' l  .  -n thg Lfai tS ment iOned COUfd be

t  ,y v L Dserr lu e^ ur errLv:J yvwv!!  u!  .

a.dded r :a. l l ' i  ora.nhrr  a.rd oi1^e- residues of  Chinese ' rnner-c lass str ' ' i  e -  -h ' rs -  - .1 ' 'e
t rJ erru

f i  rs i  r , ra l l  nost t r rs af ter  the death oo I{ar }rc-y 'e-  renrr*e ' l ' l r r .  wr i t ten in t 'eaut i f  ; f
n:I  I  i  crrnhrr

12. The start ing point ,  though, was a young female assistant professor of  phi-
I  

^cnnh. '  
o *  fha Tln i r rarai  f r r  nf  Rai  '  '

J lng.

11, Some examples of such cl iscussions are given in the book referred to in
footnote 2 above.

L4. See the paper by Geo::ge Aseni-ero referred to in footnote J above.

I  q \ ' ; i  + l  mnro ' l  i  s+.anee i  '  'n icnh+ he nnss j  h ' l  e -r  see other reasons for thatL).

1.eT nn! -nlr r  i . ternal  ones. As a.  foreis"r  nr ' ; . r :  instr ' - rment iL ce-+,a. in lw wa.s

rot ,  a.  vtrTy s-rnc6'scf . r l  .ne.  ar l  i  i  n ioht  eve- ha.rre becone a disastrous one to
'  

+rrs

China i f  they had not backed dovrn in t ime. To " teach Vietnam a fessoni l  has been
tr ied so unsuccessful ly by Japan, France anC the United States cnly dur ing the
last  generat ion,  and somehow this must have had an impact on China.

16. The sub-t i t le of  the book by that t i t le is lv lao Tse-tung's fast  great batt fe,
a very interest ing col lect ion of  documents edi ted and with an introduct ion by
D-- ' -^h. l  T 

^r in ^rrh ' l  i  qhod hrr  Rqnno- Dracc f1ni  ao en 1q7R1@Jrirv i ru UV U Va t  ]JUplIDt lsu 9J ualulsr  L IsDo t  v lMa6U ,  L)  19.

1.7 1, f l^ar th io r . r -^ ^^ i . t  
r^ +1,\^ 

-a 'Aqont : r t thnr hrr  :  lo. i . . i  incn hrrror l l?72f.  f :11 1q-7 1L I  .  vvi fgf f  Uf, laD W4D DalU UV UI ls Prercl f  w aJ u--v l  eJ a )vLJ vuuula r  LaLL L) t  )

j  r  cr-rr . lo i  r ronr m' l r :h l ;ke rrr lm rr^-  ^ +. . i - - '  t t r lm going to the dent ist t t  -!  
-  

DJ!-usv vslJ - . - -  - - .  oUl116 UII  4 Ll  LP ,  - - -  o----o

^^-^+Lr--  -  - r  j  r+ le bi t  out  of  the ordinary,  but  not that  much, a part  of  rout ine,DUrr lY Urrat16 a !L V U

not exact ly pleasant,  some kind of  duby.
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18. There are many press reports about those phenomena in China in the current
fourth phase; the problem being that the stat ist ics are not necessar i ly  too re-
l-iable. But these two phenomerra should belong to the general slmdrom against which
tho nomino r i f+h phase would be a react ion seems rather obvious. Sorwhen !ge_44geles_
Tj-mes reports(15 Nov.1979)"Chinese Final ly Got a Taste of  Inf l -act ion -  Food
I ipW" (midnight October T) i t  was certainly to be e-.1-,ected. Tt  should be noted,,

however, thab the al legat ion in the text  that" the peasants wi f l  have to pay"goes
counter to recent evidence of  increased- state expendi tare for  f inancing commungs and

other agr lcul tural  utrr fer takings at  the tune of  7.7 bi l l ion ;nran in I !18,  a 52%

increase over L) l l  and of  drast ic increase of  goverrulent purchasing pr ices for

grain and- l l  other major agr icul tural  prod-ucts (see Fei  j ing Review, i ' to.9,  Lg79 rp.5).

19. And maybe there is alreaoy a premonit ion of  i t  in a rath-er ke;r  person in
the current fourth phase, Deng Xiaoping: But his present p1an, revea-Lel  in the
Sa.nerkok Pnsi  la.st  r , tpel-enr l  -  's  to ret i fe f r ln hrr^arpnt i r ro ca-"r : .e -  tO beCOme an

ad.viser or consultant -  by 1!B!(quoted from the Economist,February 16, I )BOrpJl) .
Tt might be added that the year L)Bi f i ts ratner wel l  with the theory presented.
in fna n2nor

24. This is a basic point  in the theory of  cosmologies put fonvard in the art ic le
referred to in footnote {  above: or iental  cosmologies tend. to be more ad.di t ive,
combining efements f rom di f ferent cul- tures or even civt l rzat ions;  occidental-
eostnol  ogi  es t ,end tr  ho " 'n.T'F n-rre -  nr l  re a I  torna f . i  r ro l ionco rrh:  f .  ig hefe Statedvvvrrrv lvFrvu \ /qJ v a

in the text is nothing but an exercise in addit iv i ty of basic civ i l izat ional
patterns.

^1 .  fn The Anaf ects of  Confucirrs -  t ransl  a l -ed :nd annoia *ed hrr  A- ih ' r r  Wa. l  ew

r rv" 'y""" ; , ; i i - i i "a-" i ' ] " i - ; ; ; ; i l : ' " ; " i l ;g]*"""r
wisdom he bel ieves r"r i1f  be there -  but  there is no doubt where the wisdom is
located:
Book I I  o 14: A gent lernan can see a quest ion f r :om al- l  s ides wi thout bias.The smalf

man is biased, and can see a quest ion f rom only one sid_e.

Book XTf,7:  -  but  a people that  no longer t rusts i ts rul -ers is lost  indeed-(no
ment ion ihat  the rrr lers misht a. lso be lost  in that  case).

22. Lao Tsu, Tao Te Ching, London, I ,n/ i ldwood, L972, especial ly tne famous

chapter BO:

A small cormtrY has fewer People
Though there are machines that can work ten to hundred

t imes faster than man, they are not needed-

The people take death seriously and do not trave} far

Though they have boats and carriages no one uses them

Though they have armour and weapons no one displays them

Men return to the knotting of rope in place of writ ing

Their  food is plain and good, their  c lothes f ine but s i raple

their  homes secure;

They are haPPY in their waYs

Thougb they l ive within sight of their neighbours

And crowing cocks and- barking d-ogs are heard across the way

Yet they fea.re each other in peace 'orhile +"hey grow old' and d-ie

21. I t  is  d i f f icul t  to seerhowever,  that  Daoism had some kind of  federal

concept in l inlcing comlnunes together; rather, they looked like they were

isolated-,  l iv ing far  apart  f rom each other '

24.  Some of the empir ical  impl icat ions of  th is are explored in the Append- ix '
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2\-  ' -h is is a.  r l^ 'n-  'nrde hr.  cn- l ' laa. ,o.res fTom the Clr inese Aerderrrr  of  Sociaf- . / .
Sciences: the smalf  u-ni t ,  very puri tan, hard- working and good at distr ibut ion
is  someth. i  ne" wi ' ,h a.  1t- ts +.na.di  t . i  On in ChineSe his- lonr a.rd,  a. f  s^ sonelh,ne" rela-
i j r re l r r  - rn inrre i f  nnl  necFssar i l r r  gf ,3t , l -e over a lorc"er t 'ne ne- iod.  When the
thinking of  the present paper was shared with Chinese col leagues Lhey tend-ed
r^ *^ j  . .*  +L' i  ^  ^" ' :  -  and al  sn io nOint  out that  throrrrnh l : i  ne i  t  'na.rr  wel  I  he J- ,ha.tu9yvLf1UU]f !DvLJJ'GIrua]DvJvPv!f fUUuUv' !avUff tJu6!r

China wi l - f  be better at  handf ing bigger uni ts,  so that  d istr ibut ion meaningful ly
ca.n be orrer bi.oser un-its than the commune which wa.s a. ma.ior st:se for en-v v*t)

ael ' in.cn norns of  d istr ibut ion dur ins the f i  rst  a,rd th i rd nr^:qa ^^nsi-dered here.
This rnay be true, but i t  may also be true that wi th bigger uni ts come more or
I  pqsyi  norr i  ie nl  r r  iho rrer i  nrrq t r rnos, nf  soci : l  n.c thnl  n.cni  aq knrr^m frnm ninar nrr f  s

of the worl-d:  central izat ion, per ipherLzatron of the rest,  growth of bureau-
cracies and corporat ions and intel- l igentsia,  party,  mi l i tary and pol ice machi-
neries Lo protect them, and so on. In other words, the pred-ict ion here would
cer in in lw he tha.t  e noss' t l  e -  r ' ]a 

^Looo 
f  i  11- f^CUS On dis l r ibUt iOn WOL'1d al-SO

'na q nhoca arn'noqiz inc em:I IoT t t^t  +d 
--- i -UU 4 vt l4DC Ul l I+J] ]arr  - - r r5 r-rerre- dMD @54!11.

25. This is the point  emphasized equal ly,  a l ihough for d" i f ferent reasons, by
Galtung and Adelman in the papers referred tc in footnote 2 above.

2' /_ TLirs_ lherr  r , rnrr- l  I  no,  l - r r . l iSt f ibUt iOn With s*^ lvth in an ef f r - l  ra rr-TqlrF
Cl."- . )U-V},4!U4U

a course al-ong the G-f  l ine in Figures I  and J feel ing that th is woufd be to
str ive for  a bafance out of  touch with social  real i ty and that one night lose
tho nrmemizins- i  mn-^+ af  nor"rr jnan 1. 'nntrqnini inncu--u sJ r-u!-  I ILIP@U U vf  l l@ L * |  r f  fe)

^Q 
' r ' -  +1'  ;  ^  ^t  ^nr-raa 

11^ara ;  s a.  s i  n i  l : r ' i  f - r  'o +he sa.wi n.c"s of  JeSU.S Chf iStLa. |  l f  U] I ID t  Va VUUIoS t  Ur ls!s !D a rairr l l fa! f  UJ Uv --rL 
pary l l fbr  vf

before his death.

29. This theme is developed further ln Johan Ga1 tungrs ' rEschatologlpfr ,cosmo-
los\r  a.nd the format ion of  v is ion.rr  Prnnaanj-mc of  the Vis ions of  leslrable,  

!  !  vvvvutrr6u

Qnajot ioc crr l - -n-n;ocl  of  ihe Coals-  Dr"nr-essos pnd Jnd- icators of  
-  ovel  lnret t

Droject ,  at  the vvorkshop held in Mexico,  25-28 Vay a979, organi te:  ly  the World
Future Studies tr 'ederat ion in cooperat ion with the Centro de Estuc- ics Economicos
y Sociales def Tercer Mrmdo.

1a -  Da.t .a.  cornnl ' i  ed f rom TTS Cnno1..^--  in i  r r  l ra 
-rani  n r lnnni  t raa -hinese ECOnO1V. /v.  u LLc t  \ f -___---  

- - - -_,- . - , /

Post-Mao, November 1!/B ( taUte 2rChirr- : l4ajor Economic Indi :ators,I)1,)- l l )and,
"China:Balarce of  Traderrofrom L S Central-  Tntef l igence Agencyr lTa' ional  Assessment
Center Publ icat ion,China:fnternat ional  Trad,e , I975-77 ,p.9. I  am indebted- to
Ol iver Lee and Henry Au for their  advice.


