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I
lo Introduct j -on 

"

A_sqgl !g the_'_rygqq_3! ..wggl9{I_91J1!izatlon Prqsra .

Ti: ie paper ab'cut  ihe i loae, l ic  u i : .grat ions 1n Eurasj-an history

is a part  of  the t l rends i -n ' i i1es- ien:  Civ i l izat lon Progra&f .

In l ine wi th the prog"ar i l  we regard al l  nomadlc mlgrat ions

after 3000 8.0 as & sir ,E;J,u t ' l i .ero ap.b to stud.y.  The nater ia l

taken is t :ot  l - imi ted to e, i ly  i l r " r i  of '  thre cont lnent.

Mankind j "s -  1n th j -s pep*r regarded as div ided lnto two:
tc lv i l - izedr and rnomadicr people" V/e got across no bettelr

though the notat ions might appear unfami i iar  at  t iues.  
I

We imagine tc iv i l lzedr &rrd tnouadlet  people inhabi t ing

separate regions on t i re EuEasiai :  cont i r rent .  W€ study t t re

rel-at lon between thern as i t  expresses i tsel f  in the uovenent

of  people.

The concept of  tc lv i l izat ionr so formed wi l l  be a grouping

together of  a l l  'uni- ts conmoniy known as tc lv i l lzat ionsr

or ih igher c iv iLtzat io l is t .  We have i r i  mind Chlna, 1ndia,
the gear East and the West,

The cor:cept of  t  c iv l l iza t i  ot t  t  .

rg iv l l izat iont  means soci"e"; ; '  crganiaed in a certain w&$c

Some commuri i t ies took i t  up l0O0 years B,0r most societ ies
Liave ad.opted i t  today. Ti  +;oolr  holct  in the r iver-val leys

of Bufrato 1nd.us,  11o-ang iand tne Ni le and spreao from there.

1i :e dlv id lng l ine against  t i i * ;  o ' - i ter ,  non-civ:- l - ized. wor ld.

corresponded. roughl ; r  wi ih r i teracy,  l l rough perhaps the
'best of  a l i  s imple ni . r :Lr : r ,s l i i res certaln nomadic eociet les
foi  instance were cetainiy l j - 'sez:ate.  Civ i l lzat ion was
based. predomlnantJ-y at  egi ' i .cul ture as noutadlsm was on
husbandry.  In later hlstory our concept of  c lv l l lzat lon
correepont ls roughJ-y wl th what was under the rule r : f
mandarlns,  brahmqnsu IsLqm and Cl i r ls t iani ty,
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The concept of  tnomad.s t  .

The Eurasian mtgrat lons rnake 'up a history of  struggle

between the nore couplexr tc iv l l izedt societ les that

occupied soue part  of  the regloi : ,  and the less conplex

soclet ies occupying other areas above al l  the steppes.

Not every of  the steppe peoples were pastoral ist  or  noved

around..  Ws fel t  the part lc ipante 1n the European Volkerwander-
ung to be a part  of  the Eurasian ulgrat ions al though they
were seldou nonads, The tern rbarbar lant  could have servecl
our purpose. But the t rue nonadlc peoples play a so
signl f icant part  1n our oubJect that  we chose to st lck to
that tern.

The dlchgtouy between tc iv i l izat lonr and rnouadr.

We have chosen to study a dlehotoury and we have chosen to
study ideal  types. t l lomadsr are largely occupiecl  wi th
herd. ingr tc iv l l izat iont  are densely populated areas wlth
agr icul ture and a uore f lxed habi tat ton.  fn the l lb le the
dichotomy between agrtcul tural lst  and pastoral ist  occur
second af ter  nan.and woman, We could.  construct  a uodel  l l fe
of  both.  Real  soclet les would probably contaln sonething of

.2
eacn.

Dlchotonl ,es and wrl t lng of  h istory"

fhe cl lchotony between nomad and clv l l izat lon plays an
lmportant role in Mark nlv lnrs pattern of  the Chlnese past.

! {grc Blochts feudal  society was shaped. 1n two subsequent
conf l lc ts between civ l l isat ion and nomads -  Romans
agalnat Teutons, pranks against ylklngs and llrngarie,ngn

In his stud.y loynbee enplos nomaats as hls touter proletar iat t r

an agent 1n brlnglng about the downfall of a culture.

The diehotony can be recognlzed i .n 1u311s3ts theeis of  the
lnportance of  the f ront ler  tn the h, lstory gf  the lmlted
States.  I t  1s algo pronlnent wi th gibbon. '
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:.*-1 if'J,::ggl-c-g- g"-:*.9" "* li:* #. "

t r i : ' l ' * i  ee i i l&f j fCI*h: l -$tr : " f : , . i r* ,s- : - . ; i ; , ) i , ; .1I  i ; i  113.€nf t l - t t l  i :emad.1*

i . l i :1 i . -$. i f ieu" i ;  f  e f inp*rhal"r  i . ,  i j . t i  i . ' , . ; , ,  :  l r i :  s t :g ia-r- '&" ' [*  f  egl .ona] -

ir ir+".1,:er' i*:9. icge'bire::., fh* i i ,::f irBil, i 's.t it ir tJfteyr s't,I 'Lif ik' ag*,:!.nSt

Ct i i ' -L ' t - : ; "et ' iC ezigaS ah ; i r*  , r i i , i lc"  . . r  : " . l ;  r  r i ; I - t r ;* ; i . , r :g ; - i : ; r l  ' i ;o t i l -g

b'aHS S-t i 'g, iU &ni i  a i r f j l_ ' { : , ' . . ; . ; , t : r r  : :L j r i . : , ' , : . r .? " , ,1 j :Ci}*  Oj ' } :1 i , 'A$ia, f f  } i iStOfy.

t 'hu;r s;)effie{t i.r$X}*:: '"{ '4r.i:: i ; '1,, ' : ' 'L ;.r.r : r i--:. ' i : ,{:+} *r.nd braris.'qi.1,teC

*ui-r ; i ; f  e.  l l lhey Of ' te; l  : ' , *L" i  ' ' * ;  i ,  * . .  r ; i , " :  : lU-LlnS St i :8"1;Ea. i t t  the

socr-etiee 'bhey c&'61& tc : i*t?-{: i ,*-cj, ,

sajg. q*e.g tgg. .9,{. . ,:i:ii ! !1.:"::-.*"

i# P Pqe+ :S*g- 9. {v i}i*e,-l-:l: :"ti.l, .

Ttx the end. ctvi l iza.-ci ' f , { i  i t : ' . ' ' r^,"1 ' . l r r : i i l :g;r , l : - l t  h is l ;c, : : } t  i t  a lways

ex1:anded. i te terr i i ' t ry B.t  l ; I ie * i . , r ,€ i1s€ of  r :he ot i iere,

revert ing theur to i 'cs c i 'vJn wet/ 's  or '  'oy extei 'miuat lor i "  500 3.  C

.i.t mad.* up & covibj.nuou,g f; i*{l i :or '*etr.{egv; the i.t- l"arLtic and the

I:aei f** ,  later the iarge u{;u*{ . ! -ar :ets w*}:e **r i ' r*r ier t  to f ie l"ds

in 0htnau lndia and. } ;u:" ' , . :$e,  upl is: :€;  a lwa"ys remained pockets

i- ' ,,f l :; ir i: i*l. i . i i  *"1,f Ui t i le:; i . l ' i '" i  .. - 
'  '  .. . ' , .. i  . :r"t: i.;; rr ; i .r i,: l ;1 f:etA$.ned

' i ; l : i* i .r . '  ; :enri"*clvi l ix*d .. .r:  :",  , . : ,  , ' .  . ,  ,  . , ' . :  . ;r] . iei:"; i  ' i :^iz," i) i ;h* divtding

.ltnt* betweei: nomad et",: : '1. r ' : ,1' : ' - .  : ; : ;  :  - i , . :".r"";r. l l . i .*t  w8,.s l . .ese rnarked

rn, Hur$pe then eleewlierr* ,

;1?J::?Jf-Y:{"3"-"gg^1..(,'-"*{'t.i,iii:"."''

l : ; '* j i i i i . . l i . i i :r ld ,h.ui. l T:rtJtl!#,,i i :"r,rl '  ' : :r '  , : '  ,,.- l .r-L n:^].] ir i:€ij j  &i, iy' 
'h*U"vilggn

1000 R,,  t  a, f i t l .  1500 l \ ,  i ) .  ' i i r . :**s1; ica'$l"s l i  ot '  anirnal"s had taken

l i.e*c r* b*f. oi:'t '.,afrt1t."; .*,. t] . 'l ' ' r, ! t.'Lii;:( il*'t,' ';:,1 ii,iclr,:rr i; wAS ClOU:lnatgd.

f^i" th; t t 'arrgfcrnlatS,nr; {}.1' *3"*jr: ' i€#r, l :o::mes s"$.1 '1r ' t-rgtgd&rg fron

-f ' ;*d*prcci 'u,: i-r ig tr,  pi;-1.- l l-r ig: sai ir i .  ?it1::g *r- i ' i rcg*-i*, e-rehasr€,CLark

{ion$irxersi 8.11 lmp*r'eani; ": ir .*" ' i l ior 
go :rave been cone}utled at

$CIO B, C, At r ihrs $* ie t i i 'e  p"Y. 'Oeess ruaktng ihe horse to s,

- i : i*1r:.9 anlnaJ- iraci be*::r i , : :^-tr: : i . i rr iee g,nd tt ie ir: f t ter:; isi" l- culture

f:. :anlSforffed S0 th.a-l '5Le !r: i . ! i&i.t& *, lr" i i t i  ' t ,ake {}d.r.r&i l 'UAge Of
tnes new possJ.bl)"5"ty"  wi- t_tr  i "  us g;reater mobi i . : . t ; r "
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Houslng, c lothes and equlpment were t ransforued. to pake

aan an opt inal  parasl te on "bhe inewr horse,

Tlre rnoet i rnportant elenent 1n the c ievelopuent of  the

horee is in i ts turn fodd.er,  Step by step the better fodd.er

and the etrouger horses created opportuni t ies.  I .1rst  ' fewer

horses to the coubat-wagon" then r ld ingu then a-r ' rdourr  then

horses as subst i tute for  eows ar id oxen 1n pJ-oughing" We note

the role of  fod.der -  B,  gu agrrcul ture j "n th is process.

Very tnportant in wor l r i  h is i ;o iy-  is  the i r :creaees capabi l l ty

for  carry lng arulour€ We wj- IL.  re i ;urn to th ls poir i t  later"

A paral1e1I developnent to the horse took place with the

d,roued,ar -  adapted to use between 1500 E. C ancl  J00 A.D.

At th ls t lme nomadlc cul ture seems to have found, t ts

f lnal  forn.  Adapt ion of  armour and. st i r rup was chlef ly a

resul t  of  Certral  Aslan act lv i t ; r  sn6 connected with

lntroduct lon of  new fodd,er crops -  probably al fa l fa.5
pevelopnent of  the rn1l1tary means cont lnued among the

nonads, but the fur ther developueni  of  f  od.der and.

araoury seeus to have taken place outstde nonad terr l tory,

d.evelopnente the nomads goi ;  knor.v ledge of  by dl f fuslon

of tec$nique, th ls per lod.  1n turn -  which started wlth

the newr [ t€dleval  crop systen ;"n Europe ternlnated. in

the 1500s when warfare turi:ed &r./&y fron the ol,der use

of, cavalry.

?opglat lon pressvre.

Agr lcul ture was always s,  precondi t lon for  c lv l l izat ion.

The world of  the farmer mlght be aseuued to have a

character d. l f ferent f rom: ' ihat  of  the herd.er.  The world

of the f l rst  1s fenced. in,  the $econd, opend up outward.s.

fhe farrner nlght have a elear concept how many can

survlve on hls Iand. Jncre€,sed, pressure can not cont inue
feever.  The pastures of  the l ierd.er 1s also h, i l i ted,e but
more elast lc wi th respect to one unl t  more to provlde
for.  th lo night have caused dieequl l l lbr tum to occur.
l lv ing ln areas where ralnfaLl  is  sp&rse, the nomads also
l ive in areas where rainfal l  is  unrel iable.
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extent of  the Mongol } ln i r i . . r :e is vrel- i  known.

Diplomat ic relat lcn e; ' i  r . :  , : . i ! f ,4!  . r \  * i '  : .ang distance*q.

The antagonlst  of  O&,es* i ,  nr i i : r r is t*  i rad f rom hls quarter

ln GaUl COntaCi Wi ' f l -L { : r , ;  r r { r ' r t i ; : t  i : i  t l : ie RCnal lB in galkan.

Innen and outer eneu:ie* #i '  "[ i i*:  i- : i i . ]uter"n jei lned. forces in

the contaet between ulre : i i r1: : , : : t  . t i r i  ; : re rra 'b: .s 'e gaeaudae

reslstance in 6auj-  jn -r . i  , , i  ̂ " ; ' ; r ls  ,  ' : ! i :  ) i r r  Ce::rral-  Asta nai lads

took up contact  wi*h lJ l , f  &.{rs { tnd for ined a eour: terweight

to thelr  enenles in i ; i " i . , i , i  -1 t r : i ; i i  *

Tr lbes assoclated rat} :c; :  *esy into larger u &1" least  the

Gernq,nlc did.  d l read.y *r l : , " jyrg,  f l ret  century Al  D, three

cul t lc  uni t les covered,: i . ; .1 t , . r ' : lb*s,  but  pol i t lcai  unl t ies

withln thern grew slpprer:1s. i : - ly  under per lods of  Rouan

u111tary adventure i lk*  i i re iq6rcornanniazr war,  (Ended 180).

And the new uni ts were d.ornl .nant thereaf, ter .

Adaptlon to civ11i-zp3"ill:..

Civi11zat ion deterr i i inei  - r i . : * i f '  ; iy  certain j -nst i tut ions.

Greek civ l l izat ion ext* ; : ; r , . , - : :  +,o s, t 'eas where t r reopLe were

organized 1n po1is.  1 i i i .  $.cc(?piance of  mandarln or brahrnon

rule anci  ru les marker i  a l r i l le l :ence to Chinese or Tndian
c1v1] izat lon.  later . i l " iar ' ; i l r { ;  J-e] .*n: : i f iecl  i "*s*I f  wi" t } r

Chr lst lani ty.  As th* i ! l i , r . , ;* i ; : " i , r , - i : i r :n cr  n ' ;narr i*  : :eguLa:: ly

took place by grar l l " . l l r1 : ,  ,11 i )&T"t l . , r  F* i . i i ;e, :a i  a€ayir ie conversion

to c lv l l ized rel ig lor i  a i i i , , l  i t "cci?p:;axrt*  of  sone bar, ic vaiues

slgnal led an assimi la 'L-Ll*  cf  rhd nom€ids that pred&ted

thelr  conquest,

The two s0c;.* ; . i , r :s" ,

fh"y kro"kud t"* -! jr j l :..t,"

Rather seld,om nonad.s unlr" ,Jcu;btotr i*d.  to t l te area succeed,ed.
ln their  at tack.  Mor* uf '*er i  $u*cesses vrere obtaj-ned by
nornacls who had long b*en in r : lose cor: tact"  The nouads
had to knock ten t i ruee l , ;*r"or"e t i re gete opened"

The Franks had. been in charge of  the d.efence of  gorthern

Gaul for  generat ions r ,v i :*u they penetrated. t l ie interLotr  of

3.
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I luns pricecl his luek however. Especially the taxes were
more amiable,  and freeclom of conneree existed.

We krrow less about the nomads. The second Kbk-turk state
in central-Asi-a was establ ished on str i -ct  nomadlc t radi t ion
safely rer ioved from Chinese inf luence as i ts predecessor

adopted ways too Chinese, too urban, too ref ined.10

Ciul l izat ion c lear ly fascinated, combined with contempt

for what was regarded as softness and cunning. And indicatirbn

might be traced j.n the al,re inspired by Byzans in the
Westerners d.uri-ng mally centurles.

The cau.ses of  the migrat ions.

Cl imate as a factor.

A great nunrber of migrations started in Central Asi-a,

Arabia or Northern lurope. Their origin in marginal areas
vulnerable to farnlne by clrought or severe col-d suggests

that cl. i.mate and clj-rnate-changes could cause movements.
Foddercrops amd grass wiIl be influenced by prolonged

summer drought and hurt the n.omad. Another frequent

calamity i.s long and severe winters. [he spring rvas at any

rate a di f f icul t  season. rAttack them in February or Marchl

was the advice giver by the B;rzantine emperor-general Leo.

ff grass came l-ate a calauj-ty night occur. The agricultural
prod"uction of cereals might be hurt by droi.rght or severe

winters in margi-nal areas, In most of Europe the worst
wil l be an exceptional rvet year however.

Fr.om recent 't imes we l,mow that spe11s of climate can bring

about migration as the one to California in the 1950s, partly

causecl by drought. A serie of hard winters around 1890 kil led

th.e cat t l -e and" destroyed the catt le rk ingdomr in the Western

Lrnited States and opened the way for agriculture,

Orre Germanj-c people brought with it the tradition that they had"

migrated because of f looding in l)enmark. lf igration from

Saxony t9 Hungary, Italy and France after 550 were d'ue to

famine. Other movements can be traced back to the SaJne cause

but for the great majority other explanations are nearer at
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insti tut ion was €..1-s* .: ,",

rhe w$h :[gg*SEIgI9.

If an undertaking l i.) i:,

seld"om fai lecl  -  & rewirr , l  :

The nomads could with. l j . t ; i . r

- 
"'li) *

:r1z jii-sCi. throuqhout lhlrasj-an

t;  i : l r . ; i ,eaval ,  Bui ;  the Ie lat ion
\ ' i  S i :r.  cr:mpJ'i_cated 0i1.ee It

;.):: r;";ne;: faetofs rnI_ght have

,:.iiiij.ilE rainfalL is an advaratage.

,;ii:: ":aet towards the west i_n the

' . , , j r ,e i ' ln the west"  Wi l l iam
i,r;r31ii;3 to d.raw nomads to the

' , :  be; t ter  a i rd he cal ls the

.:: :..t:stii;uti-cn. ver saerufo"
r .1; i r i  as an expedient a"gai .nst

,, .- l i i  r .e ga::decl as a sigtl  that
' ' : r  ec() Iom:e resoi)-rces had.
-i '  . i . ' r ,  i i ;  . i l iat yeai: were expelled.

: ,  r j . )nnei : t iOff  belWeen eCOnOn]y

'. t ' ;J l . ike this consisted of

rr ' ; i . 'qi"-;n irnd o1.cl to protec'L and care

i",:j.:\ cc.,:r"r:ingents frorn oi;her tribes
, ' , r r : : : :s i -on l - lke a tVik ing'-ganpaignt 

e
,v ' , , ,  lh.ey were at t raet: i -ve i is

i- l , i , id to t l :e Lanp;obarcis in 568
i , ; '  i , i : -c coRo;uests "  A' ;  least

' ' : .  r , 'ei*,, ' ted. to ver sacrum. The
i ; r , r ;  i ta l ic  L,e*. , -pIes.1i

:: ,J' i :r-bi i)11 sucCeeOed" * and. i t  not
: 1.-.crr!c sort would be t ire outcome"

;  i  th loot  or  let  the$selves be
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buLrglat uf.f, The nomads took up a sort of parasitt ic 1ife,
preyi-rlg sn eivi"rized economy. A further steF would be
conquest. A successful break-through established the
nomads as a rul in,g c lass.  rn 'bhe case of  the semlt ic and
Gernan1c movements settlement usually followed. fn many
Duropea"n movemen'bs the d.emand for land. was present, fhe
Greek colonization started. as agrlcultural enterprises
overseas. The wars on Balkan arowrd. 50 B. C drove the
Bcrians 1;o switzerland as refugees to seek protections from
their relati.ves the HeLvetians. rhis problen of provid.ing
for t'vrer tribes was sought solved by invading Roman terrltory
to seek farrnl-and. Cimbrians and Teutons sor.rght also
s et t lement.

lire _ ggg]!9g!,_e!-trShnp1gFy alrx_rgf ars.

No aspect of nomadlc movement is more striking than the
chain-reactions of movement that run across Eurasia. A tribe
expelled from its territory has few alterrratlves to the
expr.i.lsion of another trj"be from its territory in turn.
There are recent cases from South Africa. The expansion of
tlre zu]-u under chaka dislodged. a niimber of tribes from their
home.l.and" some would in their turn d.rive other tribes out,
some sought 'bo establish thernselves as rulers far away,
sone adapted thernselves to a l-ife as roaning v,rarrior-bands,
Normally nomads have a clearly defined route to traverse
during the year - a serie of rights to water and pastlr€r

Here fclrmed bands possessing no such traditional rights and
who therefore ad.opted a l ife as roaming exploj-ters,

Iirc brea,kdor,rm of the Roman trhpire was connected with a
simi,lcrr d.islodgement of people. Not only were the Goths
forced" to seek protection within the Empire, the Vand.o"ls

wiihdrew to the relative security of Southern Germany.when
the Huns took possession of  South Russj-a.  The pressure of
peoples in Sotr thern Geruany in turn 1et loose a concerted
assaul t  of  f ive t r ibes in 406, probably the largest the

Empire ever had to ta""?z
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tied the ma.n to th.c i

behind the blov*u 'lli,:

Europe in the 30osn i l l" i :"

might have owed a iLrii:i

fn recent history d. i - . , '

large movemeni of  pe; ;1 '

:  r, ,1-i"r,; l  ; imes in suCesSicln So

,, ,  . : i - r l r : ,ct t  .  i^ t r t ren the Greeks
.' A"*i:x.ander tney J'orced the

.,,,", .-:1.r, '0s Cii . ina" A.fter two centuri-es

:,- i ,1. i ; i iein out arid replacenent

, . , " r i l i i?.*  the Near l last  and. Iurop".13
.y.ur'rAn,.-; in South l iast Russi-a

,r";:"; , . i-& i , igairrst t i ' ie Soians of

i  r ind ' t ] ' ieir l i l ignt to , iwitzerlaJrd.

, .Lririf',s tO the rrorth of Ohina

.,, 0 t, : : ie loba-ivlongo1s conquered
',i,,i -.ciyr"as-ty arrd reta.l.iated fron

i. i : i r :reby protecting China, When

r.. ie*; ion forced the Sien-bi/Avars

:tr1:tic langobards }rad to leave
'',ir-.1:1:,, well lcrovm to tliem from

tL:-€:  existence of  technological

'  . ; .  : :er ta in areas that faci l - i tated

,: ' i 'a ; jc ; i ,  went against  the
'r ; - ' r - - , i  o:rerran the better equipped.

i.-.:' the d-eveloprnerrt crf

.  ' , . i . t  o Chi-rrese emi.ssarles who

:1. C ad"mired the s"hrong horses

,,ia io form a healry eaval"q/"
. ;i"1;irfilai: apneared. Tradi'j;ionally

l-e .i.:r'lt" Stirrups ancl sacldle
., i".  ou.t th.e entl:re wei.ght of both

r,r.:e$ses of the Goths a;td Yandals

i ,  

- ' , :v"g;9p1119y11 
0f this horsemano

t,. i . i i - i ;  continued to be a souree for
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q 1l ie a: :ued struggl .e.

rl"te _ ri:Ijy:'

Th.e ar:rned struggle between nomads and civ l l izat ion of ten

toox ihe i 'oru as one between f lxed defences -  a Chlnese

Wal. l .  a i td.  swif t  at tacks of  l ight  cavalryr  the t radi t ional

weapon of  r i re Romads.

I l  for t j , f lcat lon 1s only one of  the eleuents in the defence

of c iv l l lzat ion i t  is  one i t  nornal ly depended or l r

Sametiues i t  ' took the forru of  a cont lguous barr l .err  a

l_ ig,gq or a 0hinese Wal l .  When the Greeks drove the nomads
frou: Cerr t ra l  Asia and. they started at tacking Chlna the

Wal l -systeru was employed for the f i rst  t fune. But the Wa11
was only one of  the instrument used 1n wearlng d.own nonad
resistance" l ike soue of  the Ronan construct ions the

Chinese Wal l  fo l lows an lsohyet ( l ine lndlcat lng equal
amounts of  ra infal l )  c lose1y,

A wal l  m:"gir t  r :ot  necessar i ly  prevent a i leternined. at tack.

But i t  assures that every inroao has to be d.eterrnined.,  and
&n ai ; taek is easier to l -ocal ize.  I t  n lght  provid.e t ransport
fa,* : l i . j . t i .es (Chi i :a)  or  a r iver cLose to the l ines mlght be
used (Rouan),  Central-Asla protected i tsel f  against  the
noruads wl i i r  a s imi lar  waI1 some centur ies later.  A persian

Wa1l u 'as bui l t  around 400 4.p,  shieldlng the caucasian araas
against  'Uhe north.  The Rouan l ln:es was part ly a wal1,
part ly n systen of  east les.  Along the gpper Danube and tn

Nor"bh Afr ica the l iues was further strengthened by
El/ 'sre{oat ic wast ing of  the f  oreland.

l iefertce'b:r cast l  es,

tVJe are at  peace with towrrsr -  the Vis igoths d.eclared,
lar :k ing the (mi l i tary)  ueans to take then. gornet ines

barbar iarrs managed to overcoae these dl f f lcul t ies.  Mark
Blvln stresses the role of  technleal  d i f fusion, in s iege-
cral ' t  and arus product lon,  f rom civ i l izat ion to the nouad.s
as a precondi t ion for  nomad at tacks,
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-- .;, ,. '! rl.i"'1'& t l; Oyk c v",ei.e

r '  '  : :  i r . .  k ings 
"  l i ie Vik ings exploi ted,

I  . , i i i { . :  i ia i l , .1el '  aS t i re Sreppe-"nOrnadS

' . i ' i ' j . i j . i : "  on i : f  t i re 1:r :r : 'ougkr-type

, ; " : t ,a i  \ua$ adolr ted i , " ,  Gelmarly
, , t1": , :  i i  , r l i r : r t iy af  t  ei . ' "

; " : ' .1 ' , : r i - 'e was of ten t lL( ;  c lu.e to
, , i  arr* i le.rs coul t l  nei t  shoot as
,. i  .r." ; i  girt ,  cavalry wa s irrf  eri  or

r" i ier i  r* i  in e lose combat and
r;r i r f icat ion,



Cjv":- l . . izat ic ln consequeni ly I rad a strong def ensive posi t ion.

, t , i1e, :orraJs could waste their  terr i tory or seel< to draw

t; i rem i iwa,]r  f - , :om the east les and destroy them in part ,  what

sjLrcL'eeoed. very of teY: '

E' , - r t  "bhe hl t  and run method j .s more ef fect ive the more

l ' : i tuogenoLis b-t"rc co'untry is,  e c 8o the l "ess f  ragmented

ty l  i -  i i t : r ' * ,  f  u.r ' *sts ar- tc i  rnoui : ta inp^.  The swif tness is

lcs"b at  r" i : ierc: :cssings, Geraany' ' re l ied on the r ivers

aga- ln*b the iu lo i :guls :n 1241 as she had did against  the

l lu ingar i .atrs,  Ambus.h at  r iver-<:rossing was ef fect ive

in t l ' ie batt le betvreen Hua-chai  and pjenghlz 6han, a batt le

w. i ie i :e bne gl i inese almost succeeded in exteru: j .nat ing the

lvioi:g,rJ s o
gast l .es,  to 'wns and naturaJ- obstacles to morreuent l . j - rn l t

tne opportuni t les the nomads had for movlng, [o be lock.ed

In behind raountains drrr ing winter can 'be dlsastro 'us,

Nomads depend"ed on l iorses,  and fodder was di f f ieul t  to

ob"tain und,er such circumstances,

gl grlgt 1l}'lgg t'?hitation.

4lrear ly 1ia: : 'e ios found i t  d i f f ieul t  to f ight  an eneay

without f ixed habi tat ion t i raf  only wi thdrew from hi-s aruty,

1,aNe::  r ine br ied to work out solut ions to th is problem.

11nj ler i r  l ,eo of  gyzans ad"viced. in his mi l i tary manual that

attercke ir l ibt lr,  lo tak'e place 1n trrebruary or garch wlren

fodclel .  was scarce anu the anlmal-s in bad shape af ter  the

w-i rr ii e:l *

1511elrip1.e:*',! l{ . ?gg}!.191'

ln i l re blr"or ls&i id years between 3000 and 2000 B, L.  tne arms

cf , -"- i  i r  j  i .  j  ** , i . i .or . r  p1i)gressed. rapidly 1n sophist icat  j -or : ,

i lcini $ n It i .atq;.- ir .- irxoLi-r 'r  combat-wagon and metal-knives were

ieveiopeo, sworr ls fo l lowea aro'und 1800 B, C, An improved"

bow eincl  a v lew cornbat*wagoir  were the f i rst  contr lbr ; t ions

i : f  'bhe nr lmat is.  the . l .at"ber lnvent ion is probably behind
tt te i r r ' l rTr&dic n:r-r 'vernent around 17C0 B, Cr Ind.o-E'uropeans
r iccr i r i i i i  a.Ll .  ov.er the Near East a$ experts in the art  of
\^!n r : i ty \ - ' i  i  nh l ,  r :er i t t l r les a-f ter .



The deve)-oprnent o-t

f l rs-b ei lPJ.oYe, l  l r ; ' , .
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The nouad. ic nigrat ie i ; i :

thelr  wake. A d1st1:
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great migrat ione th, :  '
migrat ion to Greec;;  ,

of  the Rom&ri  !mpir" t :
+1^ ^ . '^ ^"r- ,.: -,^ - - .I r ie l ta$I l -ng WaS ir  1, :

conquest and. the r i in: , ' , :

s t ruct  ures suf  f  er ' ,  i - ,  ,

was cast in t i re m{r ' . ,

what came o'ut of i 'b., '  i r

or  event dir i  they i

own precondi t lor ts L,- : -

t l : .e mlgrat i-r:n a t '+ i : ,  , ,

d id socie ' ty in t t l *  : , ,

and how m'uch to tne t r , .

0T were Xhe i-rouratl  j  .

new soclal  struet 'uy. , 'e, . . ,

f rom the otd? gh. ls i i ,  i

not  refLect 1ndigecu,r . ,

f rou othei :  regi-ons i l , , . i

f rom an ear l ler  per i , ' . i ,

sf irait  vralstcoat whe/' ' i i ,

: :  j  gt l*  arr :ur :c i  ' /0 i )  3" C E

, L .ir r': ?(:r:-' f.t N ci it:.gtt

, r ' r ,  l - , . ' ] ,  vr ' , l i r i  ; . .1! . i .1 ' . l  : : t , . ;d ' i ;< l
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,* ,C l j ( : i  I i , i . l ; lv l  .

i r .u i i . f  c luch destr : 'u le ' t ion 1n
, : , : .  i *  i  C"rCe Uf"cd *f  tcf :  the

-  L l l ; i t  . t l ,  { j  r  af" ter  the
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Pot:h
t fi*:i r
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, ' ,  -1 i .  f  - ii . r r - i ( -a l  L o Lo

peoples
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.t. i- i-1:.3t) i,af.: 0l,-t ' tr,r6rn soeial- structures to vanish.

As . i . , i '  i { , ; l , * , r ' - i  " : i ; i l " l ,ure j . t  was developed 1n and. adapted
'bo cr.l- ' ,-r. i 'rr,Eti lnca*j in the Mediterranean areae ltomans

ac" i ,ed.  no r l i r ' : lercnt  f rom anyone else" Noaadic migrants

mo'r j ; : i r .  to areas with unfani l iar  geographleal  condi t ions

wi. l " l -  ; : , r , i -h i , - ' le in environments most s imLlar to th.ose they

Ief .b.  A; i : rd t i i .e Roruans developed. the potent ia l i t ies of

th.e a"i:ei],s v€r;t '  slowly when they kept their old uethods.

The iru{rlfy:oils north of the Alps were the nost prod.uctive
poten'bialJ-y, but required nany animals for pu1ling. Their

exploi.tatioir irr the Middle Ages put a resource of animals

and ail irnal*power to the dipposltion of Europe that exceed.ed
other L:lrl-tu.Tes by far. The heavy ploughs employed 1n Gaut
were s$rrrmented upon by Roman authors. Roman settlenent,
howev'er,  exploi ted.  the 1ight,  dry but less fer t i l_e soi ls,
soils that required few animals. Perhaps that was sufficlent

as l.oi:g a,s Romarr conceptions about food donrinated so much
of Europe, conceptions that foruad. its most dramatie expression

ln ihe adn-i"r'ation for the brave Roman soldJ.ers who wlthout

too rriuch. rjoiilplaint suffered the barbarian meai diet whiLe
earnpa,igning in Gaul,

The rucde of pr'cdu.etion ch.angec. rapidly when the &nplre fell-.
Popr.t"ia' i: j ."oil settled on clay'-soiis, requiring and produetive which
in j. ' ts t lr i i  irould allow the European peasant to use horse

ins-Lea.d of u:den. '.Ihere were strong pastoral elements in the

Gerrral: i ic raode clf produetion, elements left over from a tribal

and noi::adic past, [hough deSlendent on- agriculture the

Gerraai:"i,: ined€ of prc,rduetion retaj-ned an element of semi-

nomadlsli '  Ror^lhere easier to d.eteet than in the enornous

econorn-ic :.nrportance of transhu.mance. flhis conplex mod.e of
procuc'tio:r al-1c'r,rd"ed for regional speciall zatLon, historical

preconcl , i ' i ; j i ;ns for  later special izat ion dur lng the agr ieul tural

revclr;t ion.s in the 1'7th and 18th Century. The flexibil i ty

inhereni in the system gave a survival value, No less

iurporta:rt was the need for spi-ces created by the meat diet.

Cfr, ,Ir:n.:se E.L" and l,rloolf , S.J " i 1959 Aergglg4-SgW ang

Econsmig,*.lggelopgggS, London and Rudeng, nrik 1976 Patterns
q.t' "!{qgter4_*pstopv:. -[n!j,g in *Diverg!,!X, Oslo
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The_ main migrat ionj ; . r  I

:_J299" The movement fanned out f rou gentral  Asia and

brought people into 1nd. ia and Mesopotamia.  I ts i inportance

was to br ing carr iers of  l ravidlan language to both areas.

The reJ.at ive luportance of  lndigenous or t  gumerian r  e lements
in the later cul tural  development in l4esopotarrr ia is matter
for debate,  The immediate ef fect  of  bhe migrat lon was to
br ing a tnark Aget to the area.,  WG might terrn i t  the
t  gurner ian r  migrat ion.

:*3f99. goveuents spread aeross the Medi 'berranean, f rom
there arrd.  seaward.s to gcand. inavia,  f rom east to west in

Europe and the Middle East.  strong cul tural  currents,  termed
tyegal i th-peoplet  connected the Eastern Mediterranean and,
the European coast l lne up to gcand. lnavia.  At  t i re same t ime
agricul ture was introduced 1n the north.  y lgrants crossed
the Mediterranean from North Afr ica to crete,  ln i t lat lng
the per iod,  when grete was an i rnportant power in th.at  area.
The cont inui ty in l4esopotamia d. isturbed by ineursions
frorn the lranlan highland,

:_?99.0" Origir iat ing in the Eurasian steppe*counrry
movements fanned out towards Syr ia and. Mesopotamia
(Churl tes and guteans),  f rom So'uth Russla toward.s

Scandlnavia,  Central  Europe, 1taly and cre€c€y Iurkey
and perhaps gpain.  rndo-Europeans entered" 4uato. i , ia,  and
Ttaly and Greece not long af ter ,  This has i radi i ; ionar ly
been held as the movement that  spread the Tndo-ILiropean
ldiom in Eurasia.  gemltes penetrated l4esopotamia and
erected an pnpire under Sargon. A dlst inct ive r lark Ager
occ'ured in the Near nast af ter  the moveurents.

-  170q. gr ig inat ing in the steppe, nomads went lnto
chinar 1ndia,  the Near East and lgypt.  The Kiumerlar is
establ ished themselves in south pussia.and penetrated
into central  Europe. A peaceful  migrat lon f rom Greece
to the Near East took p1ace. The rndo-E.uropean ld. iom was
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brought to Tndla,  the Shang r i ,vnashy'  * l r1,  l i l

the j lyksos in Egypt"

::* l?_00, The pred.oninan'u l lc 'vrclr\=i l :- i . :  . j  , :  . ,  ' ' : r ' .

in i - :h:r :a,

i  ; ,  r l  i , f  th

Centt :a l  EUrOpe where the Ge"r l l i t l l i { ) ' i is i - ' i r is , ; .  i , - i : ,1{ra: : t i  tOWardS

i l ie southd From Centra. l  JtL;r , . lp i ;  &{J. ' l  } i i :  i : r i i  , , , . , \ ' : . ' - l r : r r i l  5 went

to I ta l -y,  Greece (Dcr iar l* \ .  i j l r - ,  l , lF,-  j l  "  - , t ' , ,3 i '  , : i , t t . ' :  . i i : , ) . ' ! i1. . ,  (Sea

People),  The overtkrrcw cr i  :  i t l l  1,-  i ' ' - ' l  , , : ; ;  : j . "  - ' - - '  i -  - '  ' : l  - ' ;echniq 'ue

in the ayea, In Syr ia the sea*+i i t 'b l ' t i i res s" i , ,g i ' ted.  f rom

the Phoinlc lan towns. A neb/ $* i r i : : . ' ; i " :  l l tc 'v* i lent  f rnm the

steppe tovtards Syr ia to,rk 3. : ia. :*-  : i  , ' i  i .  ; , "  r  . '  , ; l  , - rcf  i , ,$ occured

in R'ussia and Chlna, where bl ie rJ- ic, :  . i ' ;  ! i r : i l ; : tJ  i , ;&. ,$ establ ished..

700, The interrned. iate pe:: i i - , r i at \" ,1-r .  r  i , i l * ;5s€it  t , i i$ soread

of Cel ts f rom Central  Eurote : . : -  ; l : r - ; .  - , ; .  ; ;g:* . i .n a.r :u galkan.

The movement now or lg inateci  a i ront,  i , i r ( , '  l r :eni*rn ceoples on

the steppe, fanned, out tov;ai"* :  ( . : " .1 ' t . .  '  ' . :  ,  r l  ! :1 r i  ] ia,g-u e

Balkan and. Central  E'urope. Tl te l j - i , : - ' r . I  i r , r : r  i , f  l , le ies and.

Persiens to the l , , Ie31"erI t  edge o: '  " i , r r i - i  l - : : i : . i : j i l , r i  ptrateau 1s

probably somewi: .at  ear l j -er ,  f r i  C:-  r r*r ; r :  i ; i l  j -c ln j .sr .*  j  *n s 'barted.

New migrat iOnS Of Semites t t l  l , i -€: , , . . ' ! r t r  r&i1rt . t r  , r l i i ! .  j ] l - i r ic ,  The

pred ominant element in l i l : r .aI ie :  , ,  :  l ,*  " ; i :  ; ; '1- l l ie ir :  : - , ,  l -1, ;r , f .Ki i  in

0entral-  nurope, Ggruanic i i r ) {  t_-  :  '  j , .  : ' . r  i , ,  i t ,  l r i - i  r r :  i  ! - :c, tnany

f rom the north.

:*20q, After nomad.s had. been :1Li ; : i ; .ed i in in i ; t l : i  i i - .? i  Ai ; ;a

toward.s Chlna.r  retal iat ion b.r :Or; ; : ; l ' , " t ;  a f i . - , i ! : r rpr ' , . i  r : ' :  r i le

opposl te direct ion.  From Ccntr ' :* :  i l i : i l ) .  ;  t  r j i . i  , r i : i i  . . r i ,1. .&.e

the Near East as far  as 51'rJ-e,  a ' : , , i  i l * : i  j  t " :  i  - i r ' l r l t i { i i ! : ,  qkre

movementg end.ed at  the Fi" iman . i i : i : , r  i : , ,1^e "r ,  ' . i , ,  t i i r r  . ( " . ic- i : r i i

F inns were d. isplaced. towarns t i i *  i f *5r ;  ,  ,  j i ' .  ;  - i , ,  '  i - i6; i 'nrai t : "c

movements brought Germ&,nl  c pr:* i : - i - i :  i l l r ' r  i , ! , :  '  t  i i  l . . r i  t r te

Roman front ier  a l l  aeross. l iuroi l*e g. :1"1,* : r . '  i t  r r . r : ' : ]a1,  { ; , :1. 'c ic

expansion in the previo 'us centur: !e$, ,  t i f  i l i t i l * ; ;  r j .v l ] l t . i1" : j . *s were

establ ished in India and I i rantr

l_5q0, The movements or ig i .nert*c" i* .  t i i ; ,  t t ; : t  ' i , ; : r  i . i j "  1; l , . ina,

l , Iovenents took place towargs 6l i i r :a ar id C{ i }ee.,  ; ;q:werrds
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Tndia,  at tacks on the Near last  by i , {uns and. i lephta} i tes
and the Hun establ-rshmei i i  ivr  Central-  Europe" th is t r iggered.

ihe 6ermanic nigratio:r: n'; f n lhe i ioii lr irr .t l i lr) i re " igh.en the

Avars fo l l -owed the Hu{ ' r ,$ tc nurCIpe & sin: i lar  Slar, '  movement

was in mot ion.The Turk io iom sp:. 'eaa in Central  Asia.

*  399, l t4ovements orrgina+;ed. in r ,h lna a.ne" Arabia" The
strengtheneo. China undel  rh.*  f -&r;g : re leaser i .  t .he f i rst

Turk migrat ion to Europe z Cha.zay:* and Bulgar$e The
conquest by the Arabs inf luence' i  r l i r ina,  lndia and 3urope
a11ke. The next centur lee b; : r : ;u ight  th.e . l -ast  cermanic

mlgrat ions by the Vik i r igs tc ' " ' , 'esiern Europee Russla and

the Near Easte and tne gungar iar  n igrat j .on into al l -
parts of  Central  Europe,

+ 1000. The movement or ig inateo in Central  ; ls ia.  The Turk
attack on India ivas fo i lowed up dur lng centr i r ' ies,  The
movement thro 'ugh Iran brough'b them to Byzans, patzlnaks

and gumans invad.ed South Russia and 3al-kan, l .ungusian
tr ibes f rom Mandchur j -a put up a r lynasty in l lor thern China.

+ ^132, Ihe l{ongol-ian ficl.r*nerjf; r:eaciLei ir. i i i ios'. a.Lj- parts

of  Asia,  nost  of  the Nei : . r  East arra a ; , i€ i i :Lt  c i i ra l  of

Europe. later movements chiefJ-y or iq: .nared in Russia and

Siber ia and fanned out to larr ls Cl i l r :ao incia and the Near

East.  Uzbeks were brought to Central  Asia and Turkmens
to the gear East,  Displacemen+" rn the Chinese,/pussian
border area led the i {an, lchus rr i 'Jo l ) . r . ina,  [ i re rulers

of l fgahnistan extender l  their  pcv\ i ' * r  t r ]  TnrJia.

From now on the new ni l i tar :y i ;ecnniq, les v lorked

against  the nomads in Eurasia"
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