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1. Introduction,.

A part of the 'Prends in wWestern (Civilization Prograum',

mhis paper about the nowadic wigrations in Furasian history
is a part of the 'Trends in Westery ¢ivilization Pprogram?'.
In line with the prograwm we regard all nowadic wmigrations
after 3000 B. ¢ as & siugle fleld apt to study. The material
taken is not liwmited to any part of the continent.

Mankind is - in this paper -~ regarded as divided into two:
tecivilized' and 'nowmadict people. We got across no better,
though the notations wmight appear unfamiliar at times.

we iwmagine tcivilized' and *‘nowadict' people inhabiting
separate regions on the Furasian continent. wWe study the
relation between thew as it expresses itself in the movement
of people.

The concept of tcivilization' so formed will be a grouping
together of all units commonly known as f'civilizations:!

or ‘higher civilizaticnsi, we have in mind China, India,

the Near East and the west,

The concept of tcivilization:t.

rciviligationt' means socievy organized in a certain way.

some cowmmunities took 1t up 3000 years B. ¢, wost societies

have adopted it today. 1t took hold in the river-valleys

of pufrat, Indus, Ho-ang and the Nile and spread from there.
4

-

The dividing line against the outer, non-civilized world

corresponded roughly with 1literacy. Though perhaps the

best of all simple dividing lines certain nomadic societies
for instance were cetainiy literate, Civilization was

baged predominantly at agriculture as nowmadism was on
husbandry. In later history our concept of civilization
corresponds roughly with what was under the rule of

mandarins, brahuans, Islam and Christianity.



The concept of 'nomads:'.

The Eurasian migrations make up & history of struggle
between the wmore complex, 'civilized' societies that
occupied some part of the region and the less complex
societies occupying other areas - above all the steppes.
Not every of the steppe peoples were pastoralist or moved
around, we felt the participants in the Furopean yvolkerwander-
ung to be a part of the Furasian migrations although they
were seldowm nowmads. The term 'barbariant' could have served
our purpose, But the true nomadic peoples play a so
significant part in our subject that we chose to stick %o
~that tern,

The dichotomy between t'civilizationt' and 'nowmad:',

We have chosen to study a dichotomy and we have chosen to
gstudy ideal types. 'Nomads' are largely occupied with
herding, 'civilization' are densely populated areas with
agriculture and a more fixed habitation. In the Bible the
dichotomy between agriculturalist and pastoralist occur
second after man .and woman, We could construct a model life
of both. Real societies would probably contain something of
each,

Dichotomies and writing of history,

The dichotomy between nomad and civilization plays an
important role in Mark Elvints pattern of the Chinese past.
More Bloch's feudal society was shaped in two subsegquent
conflicts between civiligation and nowads - Romans

against Teutons, Franks against Vikings and Hungarians, '

In his study Toynbee emplos nomads as his touter proletariat:e,
an agent in bringing about the downfall of a culture,

The dichotomy can be recognized in Turner's thesis of the
importance of the frontier in the history of the ynited
States., It is also prominent with gibbon.



The duwporctance of the study,

view the nowmadic
separate - regional -
often stiuck against
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Housing, clothes and equipment were transformed to wmake

man an optiwmal parasite on the ‘new! horse,

The most'important element in the development of the

horse is in its turn fodder. Step by step the better fodder
and the stronger horses created opportunities., First fewer
horses to the combat-wagon, then riding, then armour, then
horses as substitute for cows &and oxen in ploughing. We note
the role of fodder - e, g. agriculture in this process.
Very important in world history is the increased capability
for carrying armour. We will rewvurn to this point later,

A parallell development to the horse took place with the
dromedar -~ adapted to use between 1500 B., ¢ &and 300 A.D.

At this time nomadic culture seems to have found its

final form. Adaption of arwmour and stirrup was chiefly a
result of Central Asian activity and connected with
introduction of new fodder crops -~ probably alfalfa.5
Developument of the wilitary means continued among the
nomads, but the further development of fodder and

armoury seems to have taken place outside nomad territory,
developments the nomads got knowledge of by diffusion

of technique, This period in turn - which started with

the new, mMedieval crop system in Europe - terminated in

the 15008 when warfare turned awvay frowm the older use

of cavalry.

Population pressure,

Agriculture was always a precondition for civilization.
The world of the farmer wight be assuwmed to have a
character different from:that oI the herder. The world
of the first is fenced in, the second opend up outwards.
The farwmer might have a clear concept how many can
survive on his land. Increased nressure can noct continue
farever, The pastures of the herder is also limited, but
more elastic with respect to one unit wore to provide
for., This might have caused disequillibrium to occur,
Living in areas where rainfall is sparse, the nomads also
live in areas where rainfall is unreliable.
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extent of the Mongol Fuipire 1s well known.

Diplomatic relation exc. dwd over long distances,

The antagonist of caesgr. pricvist, had frowm his quarter
in gaul contact with cry nents of the Rowans in galkan,

Innen and outer enewiss ol the Suman jolimed forces in
the contact between the ww

LA a%ﬁ e native Bacsudae
resistance in gaul in ~ wrow Central Asia nowads
took up contact with Bvrans and formed a counterweight

to their enemies in Souil Fuscia.

Tribes associated rathsi: sasy into larger, at least the
Germanic did. Already during first century A: D. three
cultic unities covered &.i tribes, but political unities
within them grew appreciebly under periods of Rowan
military adventure like the Marcowannian war, (fnded 180).

And the new units were dowinant thereafter.

Adaption to civilization.

giviligation determinec :t=elf by certain institutions.

gGreek civilization ezt to sreas where people were

organized in polis., Ths smcceptance of wandarin or brahman
rule and rules marked adherence to Chinese or Indian
civilization, Jater gurors idenitified iiself with
Christianity. As ths
took place by gradusl

atvanion of nomads vegularly

st partly political weans, conversion
to civilized religion and accapiance of sowe basgic values
signalled an assimilation of thie nowads that predated

their conguest. -

3. The two sociegtlie

(O]

EY

They knocked ten times.

Rather seldom nowads unaccustousd to the area succeeded
in their attack. More uiten successes were obtained by
nomads who had long been in ¢lose contact. The nowmads
had to knock ten times bLefore the gate opened.

The PFranks had been in charge ol the defence of Northern
gaul for generations when they penetrated the interior of
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The economy of the cis

It cost money to war:
to keep up defences Tiv:

restructuring within th«
disturbances. In Byzaus
fell on the free peasan
and protection from i
turn the increased folinwing
of power in their direct’ o,
the tide had to face a -
The financial situation
keep an army somewhat unde.

financial reserves for war wer

period in the second cen

during war, The solutior diicin

in depreciation of curr::
real wages of soldiers o -
applied. Not only was

this large and relative
must have constituted & & - -
towards subsistence a d=o -
place around the militai:
Dissatisfaction among tu~

of defence is a recurven:
mercenaries in rebellicn wodaor
sympathetic to their cauvi«

Tang government,

Opinions of each other.

Civilization and nomad:

From Hesiod and Theokr! =
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norad attack had to be sought
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i gconomic activity took
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An
preas consternation to the

Uhinese history. The Turk
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and aetested each other.
values were appreciated and

P2 osuclety with many of the old

common was the feeling of

the 'free!

~ving a poor and wretched life

adesman that migrated to the



Huns priced his luck however, Especially the taxes were

more amiable, and freedom of commerce existed,

We know less about the nomads. The second KBk-Turk state

in Central-Asia was established on strict nomadic tradition
safely removed from Chinese influence as its predecessor
adopted ways too Chinese, too urban, too refined.1o
Civilization clearly fascinated, combined with contempt

for what was regarded as softness and cunning. And indicatién
might be traced in the awe inspired by Byzans in the
Westerners during many centuries.

4, The causes of the migrations.

Climate as a factor,

A great number of migrations started in Central Asia,
Arabia or Northern Turope, Their origin in marginal areas
- Vvulnerable to famine by drought or severe cold suggests
that climate and climate-changes could cause movements.,
Foddercrops and grass will be influenced by prolonged
summer drought and hurt the nomad, Another frequent
calamity is long and severe winters,., The spring was at any
rate a difficult season. 'Attack them in February or March!
was the advice giver by the Byzantine emperor-general Leo,
If grass came late a calamity might occur. The agricultural
production of cereals might be hurt by drought or severe
winters in marginal areas, In most of Europe the worst

~will be an exceptional wet year however,
From recent times we know that spells of climate can bring
about migration as the one to California in the 1930s, partly
caused by drought. A serie of hard winters around 1890 killed
the cattle and destroyed the cattle 'kingdom' in the Western
United States and opened the way for agriculture.
One Germanic people brought with it the tradition that they had
migrated because of flooding in Denmark, Migration from
Saxony to Hungary, Italy and France after 550 were due to
famine., Qther movements can be traced back to the same cause

but for the great majority other explanations are nearer at



It is clear that clim=~

history and might ue:
between climate and -
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been more important.

The_.Steppe gradicunt
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bought off, The nomads took up a sort of parasittic life,
preying on civilized economy. A further step would be
conquest, A successful break-through established the
nomads as a ruling class, In the case of the Semitic and
Germanic movements settlement usually followed, In many
European movements the demand for land was present, The
Greek colonization started as agricultural enterprises
overseas, The wars on Balkan around 60 B, C drove the
Boians to Switzerland as refugees to seek protections from
their relatives the Helvetians. This problem of providing
for two tribes was sought solved by invading Roman territory
to seek farmland., Cimbrians and Teutons sought also
settlement,

The gradient of technology and warfare,

No aspect of nomadic movement 1s more striking than the
chain-reactions of movement that run across Eurasia, A tribe
expelled from its territory has few alternatives to the
expulsion of another tribe from its territory in turn.

There are recent cases from South Africa., The expansion of
the Zulu under Chaka dislodged a number of tribes from their
homeland, Some would in their turn drive other tribes out,
some sought to establish themselves as rulers far away,

gome adapted themselves to a life as roaming warrior-bands,
Normally nomads have a clearly defined route to traverse
during the year - a serie of rights to water and pasture.
Here formed bands possessing no such traditional rights and
who therefore adopted a life as roaming exploiters,

The breakdown of the Roman Empire was connected with a
similar dislodgement of people, Not only were the Goths
forced to seek protection within the Empire, the Vandels
withdrew to the relative security of Southern Germany.when
the Huns took possession of South Russia, The pressure of
peoples in Southern Germany in turn let loose a concerted
assault of five tribes in 406, probably the largest the

) . 12
Empire ever had to face.



Dislodgement might -~ times in sucession so

we get something of - ~eeziTect', When the Greeks
appeared ipn Central - o Alexander they forced the
nomads out and drove ..o owards China, After two centuries
the Hiung=-nu ('Huns® sl Phiem out and replacement
occured in the direci: niia, Tthe Near Bast and Europe.13
The replacement of . ° : ranians In South Fast Russia
pushed the Dacians o. Covanla agalilnst the Boians of

the Danube Plain in ti. - ¢ and their flignt to Switzerland,
The Sien-bi expansiocn - co Lands to the north of China
drove the Hums towar.i. ~¢, the Toba=Mongols conguered
Northern China, founo © si-dynasty and retaliated from
their strengthened po- - tnereby protecting China, When
the subjugated Turkish - . iation forced the Sien-bi/Avars
out of their homeland, ¢ ruanic Langobards had to leave
Danube and seek refug: ' “alv, well known to them from
activity as mercenar:«

There is one furthei - tre existence of technological
gradients, i, e, advir o zertaln areas that facilitated

sratlion went against the

=

thelr expansion, As

gradient - the less oo overran the better equipped.

A point must be made - 721 the development of
armoured cavalry in o S1&, Chinese emissaries who
visited the region = 3. C admired the strong horses
and had them brought - na to form a heavy cavalry,.
Gradually a new type eman appeared, Traditionally
the blow was deliev: re erm. Stirrups and saddle
tied the man to the * A pot the entirve weight of both
behind the blow, The oot was probably introduced in
Europe in the 300s, 7. - ccesses of the Goths and Vandals
might have owed a de# oo cevelopment of this horseman.
In recent history dis - -:2at continued to be a source for

large movement of peoy
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5. The symed struggle.

The arwed struggle between nomads and civilization often
tock the forw as one between fixed defences -~ a Chinese
wall - and swift attacks of light cavalry, the traditional
weapon of tvhe nowmads.

1f fortification is only one of the elements in the defence
of civilization it is one it normally depended on.
gowetimes it took the forw of a contiguous varrier, a

limes or & Chinese wall, when the Greeks drove the nomads
froﬁ Central Asis and they started attacking china the
wall-systew was employed for the first time. But the wall
was only one of the instrument used in wearing down nomad
resistance, Like some of the Roman constructions the
Chinese wall follows an isohyet (line indicating equal
awounts of rainfall) closely.

A wall might not necessarily prevent a determined attack.
But it assures that every inroad has to be determined, and
an gttack is easier to localize. It might provide transport
facilities (China) or a river close to the limes might be
used (Rowan). Central-psia protected itself against the
nouwads with & siwilar wall sowme centuries later., A Persian
wall was built around 400 A,D, shielding the Caucasian areas
against the north, The Roman limes was parily a wall,
partly & system of castles. Along the Upper Danube and in
North Africa the liwes was further strengthened by
sysvewatic wasting of the foreland.

vefence by castles,

'we are at peace with towns' - the visigoths declared,
lacking the (wilitary) weans to take them. Sometimes
barbarians wmanaged to overcome these difficulties. Mark
Elvin stresses the role of technical diffusion, in siege-
craft aad arwms production, frow civilization to the nomads
asg a precondition for nomad attacks,
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civilization consequently had a strong defensive position.
phe somads could waste their territory or seek to draw
them away from the castles and destroy thewm in part, what
gucceeded very often.

Hut the hit and run method is more effective the wore
howogenous the country is, e, g, the less fragmented

by orivers, foregts and mauntalnﬁ The swiftness is

lost at rivercrossings, Gerwany relled on the rivers
against the Mongols in 1241 as she had did against the
Hungarians, Awmbush at river-crossing was effective

in the battle between Hua-chal and Djenghiz Khan, a battle
where tne Chinese alwmost succeeded in exterwinating the
Mongolse

castles, towns and natural obstacles to movewment limit

the opportunities the nowads had for wmoving, To be locked
in behind wountains during winter can be disastrous,
Nomads depended on horses, and fodder was difficult to
obtain under such circumstances.

w}thout fixed hagitation.

Already paveios found it difficult to fight an eneuy
without fixed habitation that only withdrew frowm his aruy.
Iater one tried to work out solutions to this problem,
Emperor Teo of Byzans adviced in his military wanual that
attacks ought to take place in PFebruary or March when
fodder was scarce and the animals in bad shape after the

winter,

Developrent of eguipment.

ot s SR L AN R K e SR L L ICAA A TG

Tn the thousand years between 3000 and 2000 B, ¢ the arus
of oivilization progressed rapidly in sophistication.
Rows, plate-armour, combat-wagon and wmetal-knives were
developed, swords followed around 1800 B. ¢. An improved
bow and a new combat-wagon were the first contributions
of the nowads. The latter invention is probably behind
the nomadic movement around 1700 B, ¢, Indo~Europeans
occured all over the Near FEast as experts in the art of
wagon-Fight centuries after,

- s o o
s ———  —
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Torse ths oubtworn soelal structures to vanish.

to circunstances in the Mediterranean area., Romans

acted no different from anyone else, Nowmadic migrants

wmoving o areas with unfamiliar geographical conditions

will smettle in environments most similar to those they

left. and the Rowang developed the potentialities of

the areas very slowly when they kept their old methods.

fhe heavy zoils north of the Alps were the most productive
potentially, but required many animals for pulling. Their
exploiiation in the Middle Ages put a resource of animals

and animal-power te the dipgposition of Europe that exceeded
other cultures by far. The heavy ploughs employed in Gaul

were coummented upon by Roman authors. Romen settlement,
however, exploited the light, dry but less fertile soils,
soils that required few animals, Perhaps that was sufficient
as long as Roman conceptioné about food dominated so much

of Furope, conceptions that found its most dramatic expression
in the admiration for the brave Roman soldiers who without

too much complaint suffered the barbarian meat diet while
campalgniang in Gaul,

The mode of production changed rapidly when the Empire fell,
Popuiation settlied on clay-soils, requiring and productive which
in ity tora would allow the European peasant to use horse
instead of oxken, There were sStrong pastoral elements in the
Germanic mode of production, elements left over from a tribal
and nomadic past, Though dependent on agriculture the
Germanic mode of production retained an element of semi-
nomadism, nowhere easier to detect than in the enormous
economic importance of transhumance., PThis complex mode of
production allowded for regional specialization, historical
preconcditions for later specialization during the agricultural
revolutions in the 17th and 18th Century., The flexibility
inherent in the system gave a survival value, No less
important was the need for spices created by the meat diet,
Cfr, Jones, E.L, and Woolf, S,J.; 1969 Agrarian Change and
Iconomic Development, ZIondon and Rudeng, Erik 1976 Patterns
of Western History: Unity in Diversity, Osle
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T The main migrationsj7

~ 3200, The movement fanned out frow Central Asia and
brought people into India and Mesopotamia, Its importance
was to bring carriers of Dravidian language to both areas.
The relative iwmportance of indigenous or tsSumeriant' elements
in the later cultural development in Mesopotawmia is matter
for debate., The immediate effect of the migration was to
bring a 'Dark Age' to the area., we might term it the
tSumeriant' wmigration,

- 2700, Movements spread across the Mediterranean, from
there and seawards to Scandinavia, from east to west in
Furope and the Middle Fast, Strong cultural currents, termed
tMegalith-peoplet connected the Eastern Mediterranean and
the European coastline up to Scandinavia, At the same time
agriculture was introduced in the north. Migrants crossed
the Mediterranean from North Africa to Crete, initiating

the period when Crete was an important power in that area.
The continuity in Mesopotamia disturbed by incursions

from the Iranian highland,

- 2200, Originating in the Rurasian steppe~-country
moveuents fanned out towards Syria and Mesopotamis
(Churites and Guteans), from South Russia towards
Scandinavia, Central Europe, Italy and nreece, Turkey
and perhaps gSpain, Indo-Europeans entered Anatolia, and
Ttaly and Greece not long after., This has traditionally
been held as the moveument that spread the Tndo=-Turopean
idiom in Furasia, Semites penetrated Mesopotamia and
erected an Empire under Sargon. A distinctive iDpark spge!
occured in the Near East after the movements,

- 1700, Originating in the steppe, nomads went into
china, India, the Near Fast and Egypt. The Kiwwmerians
established themselves in South Russia.and penetrated
into Ccentral Europe, A peaceful wigration from Greece

to the NVear East took place., The Indo-Furopean idiom was
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the Hyksos in Egypt.

- 1200, The predominant MCVOMENT @il o
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central Furope where the Germanic pecples presszs towards

the south., From Central Rurope and Balian went

to Italy, Greece (Derians), the Wear Faszt an: 2:ypt. (Sea

People)., The overthrew of Lhs itiias irone-technique

in the area, In Syria the sea-adventures stacrted frouw
the Phoinician towns., A new Seuwitic mevement frowm the
steppe towards Syria took place. H:iniisv uoevemenlbls occured
in Russia and Cchina, where the Cuicn dvissiy was established,
- 700, The intermediate periocd Lad witnnessed the spread

of celts from Central Europe To

i

The wmoveument now originated auwong tae Ylranian peoples on

the steppe, fanned out towards 0=
Balkan and central Europe. Tie uig
Persians to the western edge 01 tre Tranian Plateau is -
probably somewhat earlier. Tu cresce culonization started.
New migrations of semites to Me.

Lace, The
predominant element in Turcpe 3 the Shythisn attecks in

Central Furcpe. Gerwmanic pecvic ovafd inbo bastons Sermany
from the north.

- 200, After nomads had been pusibsd frowm Central Asia
towards Cchina, retaliation broug
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opposite direction. Frow Centrasl agis it utr
the Near Fast as far as Syria and (Qenirs=l T
novements ended at the poman froutier.

Finns were displaced towards tihe west. Ceiwo-germanic
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expansion in the previous centuriez. wWomad dynastiess were
established in India and Tran.
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India, attacks on the Near Fast by Huns and Hephtalites

and the Hun establishment in Central Furope. This triggered
the gerwmanic migration iuntc the Zowan Foplre. wWnen the
Avars followed the Huns to Furope a siwmilar Slav movement
was in wmotion.The Turk idiocm spread in Central Asia.

[

iuégg' Movements originated in China and Arabia. The
strengthened China under the Tang released the first

Turk migration to Rurope: Chazars and Bulgars. The
conquest by the Arabs influenced China, India and Furope
alike, The next centuries brought the last cermanic
migrations by the vikings ~ tc wesitern Furope, Russia and
the Near East, and the Hungarian uigration into all

parts of Ccentral EBurope,

+ 1000, The moveument originated in Ccentral aAsia. The Turk
attack on India was followed up during centuries, The
movement through Iran brought them to Byzens, pratzinaks
and cumans invaded gSouth Russia and Ralkan., Tungusian
tribes from Mandchuria put up a dynasty in Northern China.

+ 1250, The Mongolian umovement reached alwmost all parts
of Asia, most of the Wear Past and a sreat deal of
FEurope., Tater movewents chiefly originated in Russia and
Siberia and fanned out towards (China, [andia and the Near
Fast. Uzbeks were brought to Central Asia and Turkmens
to the Near Fast., Displacement in the Chinese/Russian
border area led the Mandchus into ¢hina., The rulers

of afgahnistan extended their power to Tndia.

From now on the new wilitary technigques worked

against the nomads in Furasila.
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