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1. Introduction

Two different intellectual roles should be distinguished’
although they often go together: the intellectuvel in sear

trith and the intelleciunal in search of power. Thiaﬁormcr is
sociolcgically probadbly most similar to the ”“tlvt;‘%

is a cuite different type and vossibly the main con tltuﬁnt ox
t

he new class, in capitalist and socialist countries alike.

Historically the rise of the intellectual into positions
of power beyond that o
ters

being occagional advisers, more similar to
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, can be seen as closely related to the ex
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nation-states and centralized capitalism, parthforlf i
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capitalisn - but also mercantile capitalism. In other w
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it is a recent phesonmenon in Western history (not in Chinese
history, btecause of the tradition of mandarin examinatiwns,.
From an early start in Irance in The seve z

eighteenth centuries the curve has picked up and is certainly
still in its exponential phase, not yet levelling off, So, why
this connection between bisness, whether bureaucratic or capita-
lictic (and as to the laster: private or state), and +the risc
into power of the intellectuals?

The answer 1s probably wvery simple: intellectuals had
sonething to offer on which they had a de facto mcnopoly: the
tcols with which big systems could be made rnot only comprchensitle,
tut also menipulzdle. The basic tool was and is absiracuion

reduction of natuvral, social, hwman reality to ideal tyres that
can be characterized by means of & low number of variavles - gz
the way I an cdoing right now in an effort to come to grivs with
the position of intellectuals. The variables are then combined

into what is technically known as cartesian procducts, and general

hyrpotheses/propositions/laws are formulated, including some of (>
3 2
the combinaiions of the values of the variables, excluding others. ™
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(theorems, axioms) or inductively
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vation~centences need not concern ug her2 - both methods weould
have abstractioniom and soie Vind of attcapt to build systemn

of scerntences in common.  And that is what the intellceetual offers:
words stringed together in ways that are supposed 1o make the
opague traensparent, the ungovernable manipulatle, Th

the system znd the more conclex its structurs, the more

2tle *tre irn<elilectunls, This has one imporiant conse

is avested interest of the intcllectuals in large sca

such as big ration~-states, envires, transnational cor 31

big national planning agencies, intergovermmental organizations,
Trhus, there is an intimate relation between the expension of
politicel and economic uvnits in size, and the guest for general

hyzcitheses, i
cracies., The 1

in the scien
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lature can still have beauvty and power, not being redauced
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question asked concerne the composition so as to know which lumps

of raw material are identical or eguivalent physically speakin

Large, even world-encempassing econoxic cycles and
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complex, large societies can only be handled through abstraction

and generalization - which is what science is about - not through

the direct and
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every single element or unit - including of hunmarn beinge.
If humzan beings chould mainly relate to each other in the complex
waye known as love and fricendship -~ and also ac nepovisnm - thcrc
would be much lower limits to the size of the systems. Even todav
there are such limits even any army of Pals cannot handle
nation state or corporation but need the a
intellizence" -~ so far mainly in tne form of data~vanks and
computers, later probably in more dramatic forms: rovots. Needless
to say it will be in the interest of the intellectuals to maintain

as the indi-

i
<
M

the mcrovoly over them, interspersing themsel
svensatle go-betweens, translators, interpreters - between the
rasses, Lhe ruling elites and the machinec It is this monopoly

position that is at the roots of the rise of intellectuals as a

class.
Crucial in this connection is the concept of an Yexpert",
or rather the social role ¢f an "exrert', perhaps as zesn by
1

a
sociologist. Tne expert i1s delined not so much by wazt re kaows
2s by now he behaeves. The expert out for power will ¥now that
ere Iwo ciear rules that should be respected. Iirst, stick %
field of conpevtence end let it te a narrow orne ~ have at your finger
tips detzailed, seemingly inexhaustible, knowledze within « sect
that fits relatively well into the way Xnowledsge/expertise is
divided amonz institutes/ministr ies/Ull agencicso. Second, come up
with findings eand ideas and advice that would fit intc the general
caradigm within which the rulers operate, 1L you co not

urnderiying g
stick to tnhese rules, you chzllenge the only intellectual command
e

eneralist view, and conventional wisicm. The intellectual stic
’
to trese two rules can get far into the corriders of power. 3ut in

a ninisterizl vosition his weakness will show up: he may Telizve

(4)

a much more comrlex reality. Also, in pleying the gan

in his own theories and not see them as insight~producing tcols,
end act accordingly forgetting that tAeJ are avsiractio
escrined,

a
producing what the rulers want to hear, he may become a t

than an egqusl, and the rulers may play the old divide et imnera gale
arong research aisciplines and researchers within the zame discid

In short, tais power geme, like all power games, reqaires sxill -
and usually the intellectual is a power game amateur, easily pzail

-~

off with a promice of undisturbed academic life and a consultancy

P

O r t‘l"'o -



2e The commonents of tecorhn

Three types of . ciiteg . . can now be geen relatively
clearly: the burenucorat (arizing cut of big secale territorialiom),

the ennitalist (ericing out of big scale economic cycles),

’

and the intellectual prererly spezking the researcher (arising out
of tig scale abstractionicm and generazlization, and irndispensatle
for the other two). . time went on the latter category of the three
invaded the other two, turning them into applied intellectuels,
epplying Lirst legal systemns, then natural and sociel sciences,
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including eccnonits as a2 science; retaining fo
>

to the production of new intellectual tcols snd the highiy imsortan
right fo cexrtify the first two categories., The data zre not at

hand, but it is feir fo say that most of the reople handling biz

Pad

igions in generzl, and cdecisions about preductiorn factors
rstems of centralized governmance and private
s be!

cxe point or anovher been exanined

4~ < = -» —~ 3 e d . b n Falt iy 1 S
end certified Ty a more rcsearch oriented intellectazl oftnn called
Pl .in ~y o 3 -~ A 2 ~ - !

a "oprofessor", whereas the opposite is zensrelly not true. The

.O

otaner two categories qu compensate for this by regsulating the
access to Jjobs as resgarchers through administrative or financial
structures, but trey <o nowv certi fy&j If they try to do s, a civil
rights issue 1is created in most countries, the intellectuzls,
properly speaxing,retreat into their ghettos and refuse to delive
e goocs, eg., fresh idecas, and the system guickly szces stale.
Of course, there are always intellectuals who will "cooperate™,
neiter state nor dbusiness enterprise have hardly bheen known to
die only for lack of intellectual scrvices - but there is a limit
to how much intellectuzls can be contrelled znd steered without be-
oning grossly subopiimal, Even in ?he Soviet Unicn the Acadeny
of Sciences has a certain autonony. ¢

So much for the relations among the {thres componernts

cf.

of today's technocratic trinity: the bureaucrat, the capivzalis
and tre researchexr - all of them with PhDs, 211 of them looking
relatively 81u¢lar, st*ccﬁ¢1ned by the same schooling systens
with its prizary, seconcary and tertiary components. DMarxist
analysis has focuscsed on the second of the three comronents t
the analytical exclusion of the other two, leading to results
that are relatively visible in countries using marxism as 2

guicdeline: elimination of the privaze capitalist, but certainly

not of ire bureauvcrat and the researchor. To the contrary: both

J
roles are flourishing; the thesis in the present paver of course



lorze subctitutins fronm toth onds for

&7

being that they zie by ang

. SRL T S e N - Paols £ e et
the vaniching sccond comnoncente T see this come xind of marxict
. -n 2o - 3 N 4. SO Y e ~y -~
anolvois ey be uccful, wsing sach catepgeries as cwnerochip of
o~ S ot . - NN —m BRI -

reans ol production 2nd exproprlation/aryropriation,

o o _— . X i v n e o
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of the caritelist remain, or perhaps hettzsr vice verca: if these
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salary tney may nontheless decide over the surdlus the

Y

produced ty the workers -~ the only decision ther cannot nmalke g

that it ehouvid go into their own pecckedts in addition to a fixed

salary (we disrezard corrupiion and similar aberrances). Tnev

also cdeclide yha* ©to preduce, out “hey e "gofter" Thon cavita-

o
lists as to Lcw to produce it - the working condiitions (experience
T

. " . . ~ RN v~ P s e
does rot seex to incicate tihat btursauvcrats and researchers
<. .l 3 D~ —-
production proceszes are morsz rrone to let workers decildsz thsn axe
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I ne cice vhav a guvsvanviel rorticn
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d be spent for military purrposes;. They er
ce in a position to btuy abd sell rmeans of product

by e teltween a capitalist cellin
state bu reﬂ“crat beirgs trensferred
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1T e + 4 ~ s 3 A
iould not the eszexntial point be

Vie just mention this to point out that the intellectual/xre
searcher will operate within a cifferent vype of ownersiip and
would use other means of legitimation (exrertise) to lezitimize
hig gizeezble portion of the total survlus prod; ed. Indeei, re

PFald

production of such retionales would te a part of the intellec

e
taal

cralt and as intellectuals are experts on this we would assume
thea to te, by and large, unveatadvle in this field - which is one
reason why intellectuals like cepitalists and btureaucrats need

traitors to trheir ova claszs.
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mecang of industrialized intellectual nrodu

or btetter correcpnondenes with facts, ontrol the
tion will thererny
recelive an exira source o legitimetion: not only do they have
rower in aivance, but they alco have the privilege of procducing

ted in & provincial town

t
in & perirhexry country nmay nave the most brilliant incighte?! he

Ay}
¢
-

or snhne will never bz able to vrecsent them in the legitimate facshion
e, up~to-date fcotnoting, the most recent terminology
and lezeratory/computer sources %0 lean on - and hence will never
oval, Ixnowing this he ox she will do
e"e*"tnl"r pessible %o move into the center wisre ftrhose means are

v

o H

easily accessible, or lose in the bettle. The result is increasinz

Most of the science produced wntil the last genera
or so, or even until very recently, was producsd by the ertican
cscholar, so this is tentan cd

o
todey 1s so much more valid that 1T iz warranted to chang
1oy D i

n e - -
st ten or twenty

a e
f fouxdetion-supported ovro
produced by a handful of

So much for the centralizing aspects of intellestuzl
produaction end i<ts increacing sinmilarit; with incdustrizl as opD
to artisexnal vreducticn., What about the relations t
tuals and non-intellectuals? Tne thesis given here is that tTner
is a clear and even accelerating change from a relatively horil

<

<

relation t0 an increasingly vertical relationchip., Tnu
conceive of a situation where the intellectual related
of societry much as an artist would cdo today he mizgat
poor, have a different, norec interesving (a“d T
tating) life style or not - dub he could not te sai
otners of impertant experience, Protavly he

to enrich them to the exvtent thet the frou¢c

<t
9]
I
'
3
(¢}
3
jU)
o
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in a form guitable lor general consumption and enhancenent; gharing
as it were with others hic vicion of trutr,

o~

With the intellectuals in pursuit of power it ig
differcnt, What they do is essentially to engage in a division
of ladbor wherceby problems are lifted out of the everydey spherc
of otners and handed over to invcllectuzls. Thus, administira-
tive problems of zny complexity end uvp with the burezucrats in

lecision-maXing; problems of econonic

b ¢
cycles similarliy, and ccgnitive probtlems are given to the re-
t

e the »roblems serve ags the raw material

hS .- N e I 4 " —— ~ A , <

e rocuce treir end weroduct: 2 decizion, an
s ; N ~ RO c § r n -, bl 5 PR
irvestitert, a fincding, a soinuticon, -- nanded zck wnere +the

preblerm came frcom. But the spin-offs Irom this division of labor

remain with the intellectual center: the challenge, the testing

of something, the pover cof shaping the existen
only of oneself, but of vast masses of people. G
3 4 +

ce are not incomsidesrazblie eit

carry sube 37 it

consultancies, honoraria for leciurinz and writing on what they

have alrezdy been pzid for lecturing =2nd vwritinz anyhow, etc.
i

emergence of lers and chzllengss
that shculd beleng to others are exprorrizted, 1ifted cut of <their
lives as it were, ard aprronrizted by the intellectual center,

for them to be siimlated by -~ oiten even cver-stimulatiazd.

"You have an interesting problen there - I will solve it for youl"

ind thus we are dacx to the o0ld patiern: =z small e

1
voly on means c¢f some kind ol prodvction, chzaneiling

i
creativity lost an g t
nanvly meterial concerns of our civilization. Nor is theory
develoved by intellectuals likely to be a theory caesting the
intellectuals themselves - us - in the role of the exvlo
Lencdowners, princes and prelates, capitalists, the rica and
powerful, who have what intellecvuals usualily do not have, sarve
better as the points on whicn the thecries may focus and zround
which indigreaftion may crysiallize, Ulticately one nizht even
a s

>ciety where the means of intellectuzl production are
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4., Intellectun] wnroduction as an ecounonic cvele

Yo cain a Little more perspoctive on Thig, Jlet us irhen
apply the total imagery of an cconcmic ¢ycle to intellcecetual pro-

+

S . PO T g T [ N S T
GACTLO, NO% OnLy Tle DPrOocMCTLIOn 1unceion:

Tre economic covele

s e

ITAMTINDT
- 1 [1_:. Jath;

~% -\

'/i X .
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; . \
/ \ \i

/4 L A ~Jd

PRODUCTION ¥ CONSUNPIION

In reguler economic life raw materials come from Nature, are pro-
c ed in Producvion, distrivuted to Consumption; and then there

s s
are wacte products frem Ceoncumption To Nature, But there are also
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arrows the ovther wav: sone rzw naterials are taken straight frox
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aavure ©o CnE’InnTion in oasYy corcllies guUCcL s arr, waner, anda
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WOoTX ©r in other wayg; - and finally, tasre i
in the productiorn process (M"industrial waste 0
serold weste" nmentioned above). How does this transiate int
)

Only too well.

c L
ernd noxn-intellectuals, split into elites z2nd non-elites. It is
obviously in the interest of tre intellectu that others are artle

to congume the products; wihich means thav
Yave to have 0
tne vercsion f
that there are many of them. Second, there are the bursazvcratzs ond

caplt lists: 1t 1s in nis inverest thet they are intelle

o

C
Third, there are trne non-elites for wacm "popular" wverciong are
needed: 1t 1s in nis interest tnat they are at least lizte

if possivle even atvle to follow intellectual diéscourses. Ccaooling,
thus, does more to form pecple as consuners of intellectual pro
than as customers for corporations and as clients for polivicisans.

To meke up for this, obviously, corporations (C) and bureaucraciez (3)
can try to maxke up for this by hiring intellectvals to do the mar:Ze-
ting for then: the tradition nas 1t thot intellectuals to the "lelth

go to the state end those to the "rigat" to the corporaticns.
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In return the intellectual zets salariez and nonoraria,
]
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rovalties etec.,, mainly from I =2nd CF butl in rome caces aloo from
olher 1 - the univergities and acadealen, There io a very imporbiant

t has to do with expropriation+appropria-

end
P Al P 3 17 Py i : A= PRSI , Arp e
his work-oroduct to those who vay him in the B and C caszes (pledzes
of silenc cecrecy clauses: and pat

corporaiion). 1In *the I case there is a loag tradiition thas the

work proiuct belongs to the intellectual, in some cases corlectively
the institute as a collectivizty), LSLally to the individusl intel-
lectual nim+hersell. In other words, the uvniversity tradition nas
t somewhat similar to wnat a ccoperative

fostered &n insti
cormune is fo ‘pes of production: the producers decide over
)

the procduct, That this leads tc 2 and C efforts to cont
0 £

ties and to I efforts ic obtain the same rizhts for intellectuals
within 2 end C is cbvioua. 2Zut the whole r aca 1

areaucrat/clic

D
cearcrer/rescarcred tecause the relatiorsiiv is s
twre

s
having then vrocscszed by insellce
tend To refer to tnat as "romantic", "smateurizh', "diletiaxtiam”,
"guack", etc. There will also be quick reactions agairst 3 and C who
wry thelr own invterpretations: some cof the repression of izntellec~

tuelsz in zome countries chould be seen wiitih some measured o

d'

as a last ditch effort by ncn-intellectuzals to Te permitted
problems, even o celine vwaal th t
nonopolistic attituzde c¢f intell
watching jealoucsl i

definitions and prodol 0 iz intellectuals. Althougn
trzde unionism zmong invelieciuals 1s under €

how electriciaans, cearpenters and others watech th
be éreway; 1t is not too far-fetciea, Will

is reguired to have an article on any kind of social provlem putlished

- or is that day de facto if not de jure alrezdy lhere?

Trere are still two arrows missing: the waste »ro
Wnat are they? Clearly, the vroduction by intellectuals ge
lots of waste, come of it even nmeasuradie in terms of the paper

Fal

used for tooks and articles revorting the fallacious, relevant,
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