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-1. .  Ihe T?ansnat ional  Proeese and I ts .9 i , :e, ;e"

There is a t ransnat ional  process gcing *ru t ru i t r .d ing a

non-terr i tor ia l  cont inent,  a s ixth conr, i : - :e: : t , ,  i t .e :u i .ekLy

expanding cont inent of  internat ionai  F. i i i ;  r . . , ' ; : . i5; , ;1:c.al-

organizat ions ,  some of  them non-prof  i ;  ,  ; i?: i !y '  i ' ,1, ,  : : "cf  i t  ,
a north-western cont inent;  both i . reste:- , - .  i - r i1 : rc: . thern-

cul tural ly,  economical lyr  pol i t icai l : ' ;  c l :n:r ,at* i  b l r '  that
part  of  the wor ld both wi th regaro tc st . rucr; ' ; : :e, ,  hunan

resources and concepts.  A couple of  wor,r :s ebout th ie are

needed before any at tenpt to develop some thought$ about

Nransnat ional  universi t ies,

As we know, more than B0% of the heaciquarters c l -  inter*

nat, ional  organizat ions,  whether they are prof i t  or  nrnprof i t ,

governmental  or  nongovernmental ,  are loeated in the-"  north-

r , iestern part  of  the wor ld and very of ten in whr i , fne might

cal i -  the f  ar  north-west,  the U-qA. Thi  s meansl  t : l i i+;  : t ructu-

ral" ly speakingrto a very large extent,  the n:y:- terr j - tor" ia l

lont inent is a repl ica of  the ter : ' i - t*r ; i -a i ,  , i r1c:  ihe system

of States wi th their  power relat ions is ; ' t t  "  cr : , : i :e d inside

ihe non-terr i tor ia l  organizat ions whj ch fcr  t 'naL reason to

sone extent reinforces that systern of  , l j ;n ' ;*s.  Tl i is  is  pai ' -

t icular ly t rue for intergovernmenbal organizat ions,  but less

true today than ?A years &Bor and i t  wi l l  be st i l1 much less

true in 15 or 20 years.  studies have *n"*r , ( l )  t .hat  th is type

of aet iv i ty br ings into the foreground, as secretary generals,

presidents,  d i rectors of  internat ional  organizat ions,  middle-

aged men; urban, universi ty-educated from smal l ,  r ich coun-

t i ' ies l ike Norway, Israel ,  Switzer land and $o on. So we are

the col"on. izers i f  you wi l I ,  of  the s ixth con+- inent I  th ink,
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to some extent because the big countr ies colonized ihe

terr i tor ia l  cont inents.  f t  is  very importanf,  r .a keep this

i -n mind because sooner or later react ion wj . i - l .  eome, ancl  some

of the points about t ransnat innal  universi i ies :  s j .n ani ic i -

pat ion of  just  that  type of  react ion.

There is also the conceptual  b ias.  'u ihy a"e there no Chinese

in internat ional  organizat ionsr or so few Chj.nese? One'reason

for i t  is  conceptual :  the very idea of  oeiaching ' : .n lndiv idual

f rom his or her habi tat  and placing that indi . ; j "dual  in the

context  of  a conference room is an idea highi : , ,  ccn:,at j "bLe with

indiv idual iz ing western c iv i l izat ion,  bui  nr : t  sc compat ib le

with the th inking, concepts and tradi t i -or : :  ceve,-cp* i l  e ' l ,sewhere.

However,  whi le we should be aware of  our i j - in i i t : - i : i .c i i ,s ,  the non-

terr i tor ia l  cont inent is in fact  growing, and rnuch more quiekly

than the terr i tor ia l  one .  The terr i tor ia i . ,  geo-pc1i t . iea3, area

has i ts obvious l imi tat ionsi  the non-terr i to:" ia1,  : :ocio-cu1tural

area is pract ical ly unl imited. I t  ean €!ro", i  cr io iessly.  ' , * le can

mult ip ly the number of  organizat ions,  being onl . r  * in i ted by one

singel  factor:  the number of  human beings ano ine rr .nci int  of

t ime avai lable for  meaningful  part ic ipat i -o.n.  ?r ; r  wi th t i  b i l i ion

human beings and each one of  us capabie perhaps of  oeing a

member of  say ten organizat ionsr w€ st i l l  have some work to do

saturat ing the non-terr i tor ia l  cont inent j - f  we want to cont inue.

Let us then add two l ror€ phenomena to th is picture,  The

school ing level  is  r is ing in al l  count: i " i -es I  peopJ.e demand and

seek deeper and deeper educat ional  exper i -ences. Edr"rcat ion has

become a way of  l i fe for  many, also af ter  sch*c--r ,ng.  So has

internat ional  t ravel .  In short ,  peopie are ; , r  .= :=. . t f , i r  extent

ready I

2, The tnansnat ional  univer* i t ies:  fonm and atrueture "

The fol lowing is based on some exper ience as the f i rst

Director-General  of  one transnat ional  universi ty,  the Inter-

Universi ty Centre ( IUC) in Dubrovnik,  which by l -977 had 83

universi t ies and universi ty organizat ions f rom di f ferent parts

of  the wor ld as members,  and had organized 3A courses in the
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J years of  i ts  existence from l-97l l ,  in ' ;c. lv jn i . :  i , r , r .d: 'eos of

students ancl  professors f rom var io l rs coi-rrn.r ies.  ]n*Be were

very intensive post-graduate courses e * f  i  . ;  r  ' , r t leks 
t

durat ionn with 6 to B hours of  work ev{: : r i } r  r ' i . i . : ' . -  ;0, : i ,hf iut  re-

ferr ing much to th is part icular ease, : i : ;  i f .  r - r .  . ' ' i ' *  cagis

for a general  theory of  such enterpr ise$e , ' r , . - r ' ; r  .  i ,  .  - i rn-
venient ly be div ided into two parts:  fovni  an* i l , . i i i1-€n' ; .

The form of a t ransnat ional  universi t "or  i ;s i* : r , : i t i1, '  in-

portant,  the structure of  the enterpr ise - i : , '  , , ' , - - r . r : l {J: ' i  hal" f ,

t i ie message. One can easi ly imagine the i . ' l , ; ; , :  . ' ' ' :snat ional

r ln iversi ty.  I t  is  the so-ca1led t t inte:"nat=-r i - . : , , .  , i : ' , :  versi ty"

founded in one country,  where al l  teaLr: , ryr : , :  ; . ; 'e : : ' '  . r ' . , i  nat io-

nal i ty and the students are of  d i f  fe: '+r :  . .  : . . .  - .  ' . l i ' : "  l .  r . " ' . : .es.

I t  1co1.:s colourfu1 because there are st i ; , - i . : : ' , is  j ; " - : i :  : : - i= i -erent

cornerg of  the wor1d, but they are al , i  t i : i r r l : - ,  t ' ; ; : *  l iLr i re k ind

of th inking and training. This forrn ; ; ,  r { '  r : f rurse-"  assoc- i .a*"ed

with terr i tor ia l  colonial- ism, and j .s a , - . , )?:1r ' i  r ' " t ]? t -1 ' : ) i "  cf l  te; : : ' i  -

tor ia l  coLonial ism into the cul turai  imner i"ai . i : ,  ic i : ; l is  c{ '

our age. I  am not saying i t  cannot be unefr" : l - .  ; ' : , r ; i :1, imes tne

react ions deveLoped by students in such p1- i ' : . . :?t ,  i r : r ( l :a tney put

a minus or rr l ,or i  in f ront  of  a l l  that  th l ; . "  i t r*  : t t  l 'er : ' r

useful .  In the Third World one now ev€r!  ; . - t ' * ,  r ' ia i i "  jokingiy:

i f  you want your son,/daughter to be ci- ' , i ie: ' l ' : * : ive. ,  $end th*: l  to

the Patr iee Lumumba Universi iy in ' : lo;c3' ! ' i l : ' ;d: . t i i  ' ;hem to the 'JS

i f  you want a marxist .  But to the ext*r ; ;  ' ; i :a ' ; :  te i . ; . i : i - i i r ;g rereiy

consj-sts of  imi ta i ing and reci t in l : . ,  t ; r r . -s f r rxe u; : . : ! i " , 'J : ' ; l '  ieparture

is essent ia l ly  a cont inuat ion of  the * t : . r*rrs '  , ;uo . ) i '  €v€rr  a

reinforcement of  i t .  I t  is  a way of  coict t i : : - ,  , " . :  ' : \er  counfr ies

"by eoloniz ing the minds of  their  e l i tes "*  b. i '  ,  : . . , , . . '  : rat ionaL

str"rdy programs internat ional ly aval  iab l -e "  "  ' -  :  ; :  power
l^ \

pol ib ics,  \  z /

There is another interest ing var iety ' * , 'h i -cn 
j -s just  the

oppoi ibe of  th is t radi t ional  model:  Students fvol : r  one country,

but a facul ty of  a l l  k inds of  eolours and nat: . rpal i t i -es.  I t

was a form pract ised by Japan in the ear l -y Mr: i ; j -  per iod,  in-

v i t ing professors f rom other countr ies.  i t  j -s aisc a form

pract ised by Cuba today for technical  assir3tun"".( i )  As a matter
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of fact  social ist  Cuba and imperiaJ- Japan had exact ly the

same idea: invi te professors f rom al- I  k inds of l  p laces, but

let  them stay for  a short  t ime only and ki* l . ;  them out af , ter-

wards.  Give the professors the same task,  bub t i , :  not  let  them

communicate too much with each other,  l - is ten tc,r , -hat  each one

has to saV r  and when they have lef t  ,  see what,  they ha.ve lef  t

behind, compare notes.  This puts the recipj .eni  country in a

very advantageous posi t ion because i t  can c '$np&-; 'e the messages"

i t  has the advantage that they can see clear*; '  ^ ; t  there is

no such thing as an object ive unambiguous ex:)el ' i - l t ,e in the

world because the moment you br ing together cn* l ;c i 'wegian,

one ?ole and one Japanese teaching eccnoni*s *  ( : t ' : :? nas three

di f ferent types of  concepts of  economiesu ' r : : - {  r  : : r*ans, there

.1s more to draw upon. On the othe:"  r i : i l . : ,  r i , - , : .J i : ' , i 'c . i t5 th is

clever strategy is also a part  of  the i ;e i ' i " - . tc-r : : : l -  system.

f t  is  one terr i tor ia l  uni t  using the mui+- i i  l . rc i ty of  ' ;he terr i -

tor ia l  system for i ts own advantage as a resou: 'ce thab i t  can

convert  into i ts own nat ional  growth,  &s rr&:;  i i :E c i : . i i *  v* i : , i r

Japan, and as is the case with Cuba. Thev* : : . , :  - : - ' : * i , : i€ r{ro: ig

vr i th that ,  but  i t  is  not  necessar i ly  what " ' r , :  w{. ; r . - - ' : t  , r rean cy a

transnat ional  universi ty .

A t ransnat ional  universi ty has facui iy nenoers r  resource

persons from al l  k inds of  p laces, and students,  part i .c ipants

from al l  k inds of  p laces. In addi t ion the topics of  study,

the themes are internat ional ,  not  conceptual ly l " j r i i i tec t ,a one

nat ion onIy.  And there are the fourth anci  i i fbh i ; r iernat lonal i - -

zat i -ons,  the composi t ion of  the governing i :odp ani  ihe sources

of f inance. As there has to be a terr i t f l r . . r*  : . : . : :s€ *omewhere

that leads to a key quest ion:  Where is thai  l i { ;dr  ca'"rr : , t ry in

the wor id wi l l ing to loeate th is when ihs cr- : r i ] f ise is nei ther

to spread nat ional  doctr ine nor nat ional  growth? To the extent

that there is such a place, one might say that Geneva comes

closer than most others,  that  Geneva is bhe place in the wor ld

where the non-ter i tor ia l  cont inent dips down into the terr i -

tor ia l  one and has a point  of  contact .  One f inds i t  in such

celebrated inst i tut ions in that  part icular host c i ty as the

Inst i tut  Universi ta l re des Hautes Etudes Internat ionales and

the fnst i tut  Unlversi ta i re d 'Etudes du D6veloppement.  But again
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i t  $r i11 take colour f rom the terr i to:" i* . , ] ,  ' :e i . i i * r  j .n *r i l ich

i t  is  located, a western one, even 3- Svr: ! t - : r . .  l5r3:  l f  1: l re " f ive

internat ional izat ions the student body *ot i " re, : ' .  , , .  "**en' i ;  I  t : :p

other foun are predominant ly Swissywith : - : - : . r : : ' , - , ' , , - '  ' ,n i l -  cciour ing.

Some people have suggested that cne sh*, .11:" ;1 l - : ' : . , , ' l  ch* conBe-

quences of  th is and establ ish the t ra i lsnaf icn. t l  ' , iv*rr ,1ty

on board ehips.  Let  them circ le arounr l  tne " .n ' '1r" . : i .  ie i  them

be transterr i tor ia l  &Fu the same t ime as i . l :qt i  1:" '  1, . : ' , ' : rs,nat ional !

t r t  is  one solut ion and an interest ing o: t ;  : , .  - .  . : I* !ne; ; . r : { '  in

t iaving a host country,  but  i t  is  a iso i i i .  : : r ' : ,  . - . . " :er  nct

loca' ;ed in the type of  environment whe:"e ' i ' i t - i . : : ' r . i ,  i ' . j i "  . .*  iested

in real  concrete human pract ice,  j -mnet j . r .  . ; ; 'act ion.

Ideal l -y a place l ike the IUC in Dubr ' :v i  , , r . ' ; .  ' , " :  t : " ' ; . i . ,  once

a free port ,  should become a free "L 'n ie ' \ ' " - i . : - '  .  " ' : ' ,  .  3ut  j - t

is  not  as s imple as that ;  the noir ,e i . i .  l : ' ,1 : - ' . " : , . . ' : ' ;1.{}na:-  j -dea

of br inging together resource persor. : - , .  ' : r i l ' r i ' : .  j  : l i ' : ' ' r .$ *  proi  essors,

students wi th the purpose of  promot i r r  k i ' ; ; . . ' . . ' . " i ' , :  l l i lL$.  : iown roots

on a concrete spot in our terr i tor ia- i  wor.}"d,  t .J ' , '  * ;n l - ' i ; j ' :u la; '

c i rcumstances of  that  terr i tory wi l l  easi l :*  t ra: ' :sE?"e-qs into

t i re l i t t Ie t ransnat ionar eerr  '  Thus ,  the - i t - r / ' l  ! " i5 r  ' ' r :ker:

L97 6'77 by the demand that Yugoslav nrr :  j " ' ,1:r : ' i  '  :  '  " : : : i i tec

tc teach at  Yueoslav universi t ies shou.n r ' *  :  '  ' i  I ' r : t , ; 'avnik

ei ther.  ( l f  )  But there is haroly 3""  : -^: .^  i "  : :  t ' :e wor ld

where there would not be some kind of '  .o:ai t .  i , .  - i  Some fype

of Limitat ion.  In Ncrway, f  or  insta:r , : ; :  '  :1r : ' j  ' - ,p. f  i "onal

universi ty want ing to organize a cou: ' :  ' i  . ; . "  u;uis i rng I  s phi l -os-

Ophy wOuld haVe di f f iCul t ieS i f  t i :e qi1 ' : ' :  - , : i ' , ' : .1va l*r fx '*  . : : -ot  known

in advance tO be negat iVe, and i f ,  in acl i : l : ' , :  Lr l :  l i r "1: '1111i i ; ,  $Uggested

that i t  might be interesting to bring sc;! i l*r , :  l  C'".:

nninisters,  at i1 l  at  large r  os resou: 'ce i . ,* : - : i i : r i i . ,

I  ment ion th is to arr ive at  a symmetr ic sol-ut j -*n in a*t i i t ion

to the t ransterr i tor ia l ,  oceanic shippirrg entercr ise:  to see

a f , ransnat ional  universi ty aS Something wlth nal-* i : , '  ;enpuses'

one here,  one there,  a network,  wi th each. o1-r€ * I  ?hem ful f i l l ing

certain roles Under Certai i l  ru leg and obi iga; icns,  set  up so

that the course that cannot be taught in country X c&n be taught

:  t  r -  : " t " t , t*  * . l . t i
, ,  i , l  i

in country Y. In other words that netwoqft t : ,e l f  *$ the t rans-
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nat ional  universi . ty,  not  a part icular glgt_g"

would be the sixth internat ional izat ior i ;  : -n

That,  then,

ur*** .  
(  6)

The United Nat ions Universi ty comes rel .a l . i , r :*- iy c loee to

this concept.  Five of  the s ix internat ionai i :e; i .* is are t f " , """ !7) '

but  the one missing is rather cruci .a l :  t l ie; . 'e a ' r€,  i1f l  studentsl

Five years af ter  i ts incept ion there is st i : i  r " : i ,  e ' ' iucat icn

for development program - possibly indicat ive of  i - : i iw rnuch is

at  stake in th is connect ion.(8)

3.  The tnanenat ional  unioe?si t ies:  eontent a.nd funet i ,an.

What is the content of  t ransnat ionai  unive: :s i t ies, ,  wha*;

do they do?. The form is already hal f  the conbent;  oR€ can

communicate more through the form than thx 'ougr:  a ' :urr i*ulum
because students these days take the structure extre: l ie*y

ser iously,  just  as they wi l l  look more at  ih* : . -" i ' , : . ' " i . i *  cf  a

professor of  ethics than at  the br i l l iance r , f  i ' ; - i . ; ,  ; "+a.chj , rg,

watching very careful ly how he relates ta i . : . :  : ' , : r i i . r -y,  conpar ing

that to his lecture notes about inter-hu:nan : 'e ia l :on$.

Let us start  by making one gmal l  but  important point :

nat ional  governments have tradi t ional ly been used t .e one l rery

comfortable thought,  namely that  i f  there is a cr is is"  when the

chips are down, then they can cal l  [porr  their  a;n. ' :err , !  cs to ral ly

to the nat ional  cause. Ideals of  universai  su: is: ' , t - :e an6 decl icat ion

broke down very quickly in 1914, as the"r , , ; i - f .  i : i  i ' ) i9-4O.

Bri l l iant  U. S, acadernics have made use i : i : " i  , - ' : : : : : '  r : ' i  } l iance to

devise ways and means wheneby the popu;-* . i icrr  ; : i  e *ertain country

in Southeast Asia could be substant ia l iy  : ' *du*e,f ,  "  ' : lhua ,  i t

seems obvious that a t ransnat ional  universi- ty ' ,sould nave as one

of the goals r  os part  i f  i ts  content,  to inspire o ' r ,her loyal t ies .

But which are those other loyal t ies? They are'  of  courset

vaguely put,  to humankind or i  the one hand, and io the global

system on the other.  That does not mean to any globaI str tsten.

I  th ink for  instance very many people in the workl ,  part icular ly

the Third Worldrwould soVr and I  am now try ing ts $r i te not as

a north-westerner,  that  they would be more wit l ing to sacr i f ice for
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the i lN system today than for the Uir ' i  sysle, f i ,  < l*  , . ' : " r { i : .s  C*r lgned

in l "9 i r5 by the A11ies,  the v ictors of  th* , j r : ;crr i r . .  ' . ro ' i ix . l i  , far .

l iow does one bui ld such transnat iona. i  , i -u i ; r : { : . ; ' r ' ; ,  ; ,1 i1, i ,  *ourses?

In the exper ience in Dubrovnik,  there &r 'e ' ; . ' i . : ;  ' t : : ' . t ' . ;  i r ' * .ngnat i*na1

topics that  are eminent ly teachable,  re*of i . rcr . ; t :* , .1 "  r :  j -scussable ,
debatable in such courses. One of  them y"e-rat*3 ; ;  **qg3-_!ggg-:- .
i t  is  an endless topic:  mater ia l  needs, nor i*r i l i r i  i ] - ;  neee$,

the theor ies of  human needs, the pracuice c;"  . " -=". .* .  . ie: : , ' ls ,  the

idea of  human needs, var iat ions in t i rne ani i  *pi ; r - ; i . ,  . . ; ' "*  probLems

of founding some kind.of  theory of  peace i : r ' , . j r ' ' . ' { : : i i t : : i : . i : ) r : t  on a
(q)

theory of  human needs. ' - 'These things br: : ,ng ;1, ! . -eL-.J" ' .  scross

discipl inary borders,  phi losophers,  theaic i i i : , ; . ' , i j , ,  : : i : . : , . : : .  sJr-en-

t ists ,  b io logist  ,  economists ,  physicai  r je ;e": :  i . ;  i r , : - . i  .  ,  ;sf ,  ' i ;c

ment ion some. Ideal  topics for  t ransna; . - : : .  ' .  . :  - .  *  * ' - - - ; - , i .es,

aLso because any human is an expert ,  a:  * ia^.  . - ,  t - . :  f ,e i=r:-cu-

lar i ty of  h is and her own needs. I ""  - ' i ;  ' ; .1,  ;

how the UN agencies in recent years ar ' ' *  no' ; l : :g t , ; . , - " i r  whore

thinking about development towards basic h, , ,n*, : l  n*erxs and away

from economic growth.  The very important cr :n;"er*n*e which taok

place in the ILO bui ld ing in June L9?6 " , . , 'a i ;  , . , -  -  r  . i , i " t r 'srs. i . f in of  th i  q

based on a wor ld model to a large extent,  d€: . . .**r : ' r r?- , .  e$ an * 'nt i -

thesis to the C1ub of  Rome, by the FunCa.- : j i : ; :  i ;a:* : ; r : : , , :ne in l :gent ina,

Unf ortunately,  however,  there is the ' ' ;en, : ,Et" i i : ' . '  i , : r '  th* i in:  * . ; ienr ies

i 'o pick up onl : l  mater ia l  needs, beca'd.se : . r i - i  !L!r :  - . ' , 's- j  , :*r l ' ; :cver-

s ia l .

Another topic equal ly eminent ly rs l :e ' ; ; ' , : : , . r . " . " ,

d i -scussable has to do with the condi t i *ns ; ' * : : "

of  numan needs, such as product ion,  c i is t r i ' i r r ; ' , -

t ransformat ion,  cul tural  condi t ions,  i : : ,s i  j  " - .  ' " r i . " , r . : .1* i t , , l ; - ic i i ; rg.
ecological  balance. Al l  these things ars so much better taught

in a t ransnat ional  set t ing and a mult ip i r ; iu_;  cf  exper lence gives

test imony to th is.  But there is one eondi t j "e i r r .

I t  is  my exper ience, and not a very cr i ,g i .nal  one) t t iat  prof ,eB$ors

are mueh more sirni lar  to each other than stucenls,  Tf  there is

a t ransnat ional  set t ing wi th 2A professor$ and l - t i l  "student$rthere

wi l l  be much less var iety among the profess. i :s ; i l f r . r ' ;  runong the

students,  the reason to a large extent s: i tp l :y *eina that professors

.a; : i ' ia 'Dle and

..il:Sgt tog
1.: : .ii: ;l"lf i:,:,
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nave come further in reading the same books ihan Lhe ntudents.

They have had their  minds more formed by Lre'$B,me super-

professors,  read in al l  countr ies.  The s" i ;ude:; ts i r i l l  Eoon

fo1low sui t  when they catch up in years and f let  i .heir  degrees

and posi t ions.  But as long as they are st i l . l  " f : :esh, meanj"ng

25 years old rather than 35, not to nrent icn 45 -  at  55 they

are lost  nat ional  and other di f ferences wi i i  show up for

fuLl .  The condi t ion needed to reap ful I  benef j - l  f : *m. th is

var iety is the type of  set t ing where par i i€pqnts : , : - rd resource

persons have a very high degree of  symmetry in thei . r  re iat j ! -ons.

In other words a basic point  of  t rasna+-iona1 teaching is precise-

ly to establ ish dialogue, for  i f  one does not have diaiogue,

the plural ism in the t ransnat ional  set t ing is i . : :  a ia:"ge extent

lost ,  and that plural ism is best art iculated i . f  a i r i ,  s tudents

are perni t ted to say as much as possible" l : : is  i ia- , l  of i :n be

a try ing exper ience, and my own exper ien*e f : 'orr :  lubror, 'n ik is

that I  have rarely seen so many people so L. f t , , : . :  anc No some

extent f r ightened because things they : 'egardeC ns universal ,

scient i f ic  t ruth just  s imply did not look l " i .ke t f rat  f rom other
/ .  _ . \

countr ies. \ ro i  The f i rst  temptat ion,  thenn is of  eourse to say

that such countr ies are underdeveloped and tha*.  u"he;;  x j - i i  catch

up when the nater ia l  for  the appropr iate degr**s ies 'c*en c.omnuni-

cated through tefesatet l i ts .  On second r*ncugn' ;  one €i :ves up the

idea, and the problem becomes how to estal i i : r  t ,he k:-nd of

set t ing where this type of  wor ld diversi :y ca.n i . - j  r i .a3e i ise of

in a cr i t ical  and construct ive way.

l+ .  C oneLusion: f  orn and eontent eombined "

A transnat ional  universi ty takes transnat ional izat ion ser iously

i t  appeals to people having some kind of  double existenee. There

ls nothing so terr ib ly new in that :  one of  the mosl  important

non-terr i tor ia l  movements in the western wor ld ior  200C years

iras been Christ iani ty.  I t  has nat ional  colour,  yet  is  a lso a

transnat ional  col lege explor ing what for  Chr isbians are peren-

nial  t ruths.  But a t ru ly t ransnat ional  enterpr ise has to under-
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stand, as Roger Garaudy has expressed i t "  f t - :

c iv i i izat ion is only one among many an,:  - - ' i - , : .
our task i -s to cal l  for  a dialoggs j le: i  i - .
A painful  exper ience because ib may mak,-

some of the dubious assumptions thar i { ie i :a ' , r -

in the lasN 2000 years.  And ye+, tn is j  r -  L

tremendous importance ideal ly sui teC i , : : ,  izv

has real ized ai-1 s ix internat ional- izat ions.

As the wor ld is coming closer togetf :en* , : r  .  ' r , ' *" .  i : . t , ,oause

of communicat ion faci l i t ies,  unive: :s ' i i  j  es,  u.  - - -  ,  : . ,  i t :ome

closer together.  But th is ,  eur iousl l , '  enogi ,  *  - : . i .  ; *  : , i : : :  nake

human knowledge more universal ;  on t : " :  i ,or i t . r 'a: ' : , ' ,  -  ,  r . ; : ,  l l -
probably have just  the opposi te resi : . - i  -  

' ,1- , i ,  . : - l , r : ; .  l i  ur : i  versal"

science is a typical  western idea, l ,e, t  i . i ' , . . : , . ,  ' . . i : ; :  , j . . i : r t i \ - l :n i i  j -cn

has always been that i t  is  western gei i : : ' i { , : ' . , ; : r . : , - , i - . ,  r i i i l - l  Lre the

nucleus of  universal  scienee. Thusrc: . i , ,

mathemati-c ian ser iously quest ionin, :  ?- : i :  : ,  .  -
mathematics,  namely to arr ive at  cont:" : . , - : - .

onal though so mueh of  for  instance Chinese : ,1": : r rk. . : -ng i r+ baseo

the idea that eontradiet ion is fundanienLai  ; i r  evcryl i : i : rg.

One wi l l  hear no western mathematic ian (arU, r , r .1: . ,  . , , ' : i :  *ne oi

their  students,  a l though later deserter f rnn l - . i  , :?.- isei  cevelop

on the theme which now seems relat ivel l 'ob'r r . . : : , i - i i : .  - . :  Tle at  least ,

nane)-y that  nnathematics is some kind. * f  ; i i l i , : .  . . : "  : ! , r , i r i raey,

br j . i i iant ly developed, br i l l iant ly ai , .sr ' . i . , i .  -  e .  ,  . ;  * . '  never-

theless a western eonspiracy.  As cu, '  F: i : . , - :cs more along

hor izontal  1 ines, the var iety of  l - . r - , r i iz , , . t . , . i ' i , re i ' i : t i i i : r1 vr i11 become

rf lore obvious to us and i t  wi l l  be a l r ' r i j -1-r . , :  -*" . :  c.cncept of

knowledge mote than a universal , ,  we-q.rrn c.* ' : ; i ieJi ,  r , : : ,1. l  l * j - . ; .1"

prevai l .  And in that  i t  seems to me , . r :s ; "ea. i  c. r .* i i i r . r  ; t i

and a c lear program for t ransnat ionai  univei 's l i i * , :  :  to contr" i  -

bute to that  essent ia l  d ia logue, to of ler  a foru.rr  for  exchange

rather than indoctr inat ion of  any k ind. For i f  t i - ,e quest- for

knowledge is a proeess rather than an end : 'esu. l - i : ,  t ,hen the form

of that  process becomes as important as the * ' - in l ;*nt .  r : f  the

del iberat ions.  The task for  t ransnat icvre j .  r . in j .versi t ies is to

provide that form and f i l l  i t  wi th a ccntent t ,hai  responds to

the deep problems besett ing our worLo Locial ' .  Thau t . ransnat ional

. , ' : . i  i - i ( j  ug* iefn

' . : : . r  l f  wegcern
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universi t ies are very ef fect ive sources af  personal  enr ich-

menb for students and facul ty al ike i .s obv j .ous 
"  They also

serve a funct ion as a source of  cross-fert i \ . iza9ian annong

intelLectual  mi l ieus.  But we should adC ta tn; ,s the th i - rd

dimension of  growth of  g lobal  sol ida{r-- tJ thrcual :  the explo-

rat ion in t rue dialogues of  g loba)" problems "

In short ,  the model here is not approximat ion to a

universal  consensus which is then the same as t ruth.  At  least

in social  af fa i rs bruth is part icular ist ic rather"  than universai ,

i t  is  t ruth here,  now, for  us not space-anr i  i ime- less,  for

everybody. Precisely for  that  reason i i  shour ld he tested

through dialogue in a t ransnat ional  set : ing.  : f  i t  is  not ,

people somewhere, somet ime get th is iendenc:, . ,  ' . . : ,  - ie.Lieve that

their  insights are universal ,  t ranscenci ing rhen ai :a their

c i rcumstances. Of course i t  may be, but to*r  beca*se ' ,hey
say or th ink so.  Any such assumption has to s '*anci  at  least

up to a dialogue, and the more diverse the pa:: tners,  the

r icher,  more interest ing the dialogue.

But that  d ia logue becomes much rnore st i rnul . r , r t jnE the

moment the goal  of  consensus is aband,tned : i r  i : ' , ic :"  , ' - , f  rnutuai

enr ichment:  otherr  see better than ne whal I ; ia, . 'e lef t  out

and can see some of my truth better than f  can n1'sei f

and vice versa. A true spir i t  of  mr: tual  inte. l - leciuai  and

emotional  a id is needed for th is,  and rhaf;  is  nct  so easy

to obtain at  least  not wi th in a Western r- i i - iCi : ion so bent

on the ideas of  universal ism and centne. i i -sr i ,  wi tn the West

being the center of  the universe. Wjtr ,  i  i l - : i i ;^ . i : ing wor ld,

a more polycentr ic wor ld,  such i l lusicns can n* 1crrFler be

upheld.  Hence, t ransnat ional  universi t ies are nct  oniy

interest ing,  at t ract ive.  They are a necessi iy,  for  new types

of knowledge, more relevant to the new internat iona] order,

to emerge.
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TiATES

x The present paper was or ig inal ly p: 'eF€r1r- .F, : r : , r i -  i .1
coi loquium on Transnat ional  Universibie: : ,  i .11- 1 ' : .< '  : " : " : . . :y-
Universi ty Centre of  Post-graduate Stud:es : r - : .  f r1: : ; ' i 'c i , ' ; : ik ,
Yugoslaviar 2s an introductory presental- . i  r ] : - r  i :  ln: .cn*:^ 7976.
I t  was also given as a plenary ta l -k at  t l : *  qrre:*a-I .  l ,evieut
syrnposium organized by the Union of  fnterr ' : r i i : ; ' r ;a l  i1**oc j -s.-
t ions i -n Geneva, 9-10 November 1976, Tl ie FLr iu: : .c, :  : f  Trans-
national Associations from the Stanop6TTE**TT*-' ' IFw ff iTi lOrder,-TI :, .,;ru:r I'e $*ffi..m- -
Future Growth of  Transnat ional  Organizat jnr .s"  : "" ' . , : : r lduced in
Document no. 2? from the UIA in Bru-sel .s"  l l t  ,  i , , .  : :aCe by
discr- lssants at  both places have been tai ien i r ' - '  "  - . ' , :L lnt  in
the revis ion,  but the responsibi l i ty  forr , i : r  , ' . , , : iu ' t  , .dvanced
is my own.

i1)  For one summary of  such data,  vr i th ar i  int+:- . : : . .* ' ;a i ; ion of
them, see Johan Galtung, The True Worl-ds,  l (er '  " : f* : ' ' . r  "  ?: :e Free
Press/Macmi}1an,19B0-cf f ie} , | , : l * , ' . . . , - . , . . . . , ; l - j .a i
System" .

(  2 )  The scramble for  the best stucer:?. :  - ' . - . - . : '  : -  .  ' r  . r ' ( :  v lo: :Ld,
or for  any f rwor ldt t  for  that  matter,  iB ; t  d. ; - : - ' - -  r  - . :  , -  : r . f  or le
can have them Iearn the }anguage cf  r : 'e-r ' - i r* l r r ; : ' l ! : " ; -1rn:ces
are they wi l l  yr iek up more of  t lne cul tur"e erc f ler . the b, ig
power as their  source of  learning in ger ' ;era- i ;  i " l  t i .e i r  e la that ,
they may also beecme more suscept i i : ie to :1 i ly  c r i : ' : : " - : . ' ,  e l f
power f rom that big power,  be i t  normat ive* revr iunr, : ' i : . r . i -ve oi '
puni t ive.  In short  i t  is  used for br idt le*he,r . : l  l ' : , : 'nn 'b i*n:
each engineer t ra ined and sent back ie a pcJ:e:" : t ; ' : .  i l r i ree
of orders.  I t  should be noted that the f i . . r : ia.  . .  t - . i . - r  : : : . "qewhat
ant iquated, generat ion i rnper ia l  Dol tyet 's ^ s. : . . - '  : : ;c  j : ' . , ) :1:  Br i ta in
and Franee seern to proceed via lang' ; .a - , ,  

*  - ' /  r :  ,  r -  i  l  iq i th
I ta ly and Germany soing something a;- '  1,1-, .  i i : . , . . :  ' ' - . . , "  four of
ihem have eul tural  inst i tutec,  abroacr , ,  l ' , ' i . ; - ;  r  sr-  l  ' r , , r . f ic i1r  Al l iance
Frangaiee, Goethe-Inst i tut ,  Dante A-,  j , : i : - ,  t , ' , " . " , I  r . rh. : ; -sas the
second generat ion imperial  power icre,*- . ,  er  a react ion
tc l  those in the f i rst  wave),  the Uni tec;  , : , ' , :  , t ' . . r ' r ,  "  I i r : , ' " - j -et ,  l ln j .on
and Japan seem to aim more direci ly f  , : : "  i le ' , , ; i l ' - : i . t i , i  r : ; ' i .  : . : "n j ,n ing,
bui . id, ing patterns of  technical , /ecor iorr*  c i :ep*nd*ih ' : : '  . '  ,  , ; " r :  i l .
a generaL and deep cul tural  respect as f r : , ' ; ! , .1: ' r : :  :  :  - ; . iE Br" i t ish
and the French.

( l )  As v is i t ing professor in Cuba Augus; 19i .1 ,  ; i f ,  ine
Universidad de }a Habana, I  had the or:ef fs i .*r :  i ' , *  l i iee hov; r ,he
system works.  I laving been vis i t lng prof 'essrr '  * . i  a sci l re
countr ies I  can only test i fy that  i  have nev*l"  |e i f  so squeezed,
so ef f ic ient ly mined, ds in the Cuban context  *  in no way a
negat ive comment.
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( / . t  )  This referred to a number of  Yugcs-L: i \ .  t r r . i i .$* i - r ients 
"  . ,

the famous B Beograd phi losophers,  Praxi- , ;  i l i .oL:r"" ;  rne-:r ihers
from Zagreb and some others;  but  pr i - i . - - . .cuia: ; . : r  " t ) t )  Lhe Eeograd
group ( f rom the Party Central  CommiLreers pcinr.  of  v iew
the lef t  wing marxists in Croat ia were ihe l*esEi." : ' * f  two
evi ls,  the greater one being t ,he r i .ght  r i l : , . r  : ' t r r - : i ] : ; : .n ' : .  nat iona-
l is ts) .  The presgure was exercised th:- . i : r i4 l r  - , i ' i r , : . i i r ) .p: . iJ€ of
Yugoslav universi t ies and was, of  ccr lp i :€ {-"ouni*r ic i  "ny insist ing
on the di f ference between a nat ionai  and a t re i :sna.: . i r :nal
universi ty.  The obvious counterargumenf,  l " . ras tnat  i jubrovnik was
Yugoslav terr i tory,  the counter-counterargument thel  the
courses abstained from any interferenee intc infernal-  Yugoslav
affairs on the assumption that there wcuic be n* inferference
i"nto internal  IUC af fa i rs,  etc.  The struggie for  +-he r ight
of  the phi losophers to be resource persons at  t i :e IUCI was
eventual ly won.

(5) Quisl ing was executed on 214 Oc"; ; 'ne- '  . . : , .  . , r  .  :  ^o.
I ' low, 35 years 1ater,  i t  can safe)-y be scr,  .  - r  . l : ,  ,L r , . '  l -ew
outside the c i rc le of  adherents nave i  ;  I  *a:  " ; .  t :*  or .  wha*"
he stood for as he himsel f  would forn. i ' , i  i1 t . ' ,  i to;  r ,s his
execut ioners did;  so taboo is the su'r , . ,e:  i  .

(6)  Something that to many woulo come ciose tc t ) : le ivould hre
the organizabion headed by the late Ear ' : .  Mount"r :1, , f  r , i r ,  L i re
rnternat ional  counci l  of  the uni ted Worir i  J5l- ' ' i ; ' r t ; , ' ,  : r .11lh
At iant ic Col lege in Wales ( founded I95?) ,  t " :e 1. , : :  : . iFa i : t  Asia
Col lege in Singapore (  1971) ancl  the I .*sf  i : '  i  ,  :  .  ' i  . ' :  cr .  { ;c i ,1ege
( 1971i  )  ,  The next countr ies were to i - ,e i i  - i ' : -^ .  ̂ , r :  . t  ie i ' rnany
and Venezuela ( intervj-ew in Aftenpos:,1i- . ,  . - , : i r ,  1 Ferr : .uart . ;  I ,q '  7) .
Both facul ty and students arfE6Fia[Trna.]  ,  so . .xr"c tnt- .  tnernes,
the governing board,  the f  inancial  scl i rces and the , : :os!  co' :ntr ies
- and there is a network,  even a feoerat j -on i the.re 

j r : t  a super-
structure,  the Counci l .  But what is the mea.n:"ng c-" ' :nternat ional" :
h ighly Western,  even with a eonmerciai  benr ' - . i i : . :ch r . r i r ies oui
when i t  is  ernphasized that the t ra in ing r" 'ou-. , , '  i r€,  rs+iui  ior
future execut ives in mult inat ional  eorpo;,"ai-c;n* (of  r , rh ich there
is no doubt ) .  Thus, the key factor mirs; : . r .g : i r .  :ne rnternat io-
nal izat ion here is the theme i tsei f  .  iet  - ;  ' . r \ . -  inen for more
than the ubiqui tous sunmer school  in ian;r i : . , : ; i ' i ' t ,  : i , ; ' r i  i :ost
country cul ture,  internat ional  only in t { . r : i rs ( ; i  ' ;h* r : t r tdent body.

(7) There is a headquarter in Tokyo, Jen,; i " ' r . rh ich ai .sc:  has
contr ibuted most of  the money and the a<ininistra ' ; i r , 'e s iaf f
(a l though few high level  posi t ions).  But as e res*arch organi-
zat ion i t  is  best character ized as & locle federat :o i l  of  net-
works.

(B) Thus, given the comment in footnoie ? above, is there any
reason to bel ieve that the big powers 'dr)r i l { t  easi l ; r  accept a
compet i tor  wi th in the UN fami ly,  eventuaiLy even bestowing
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prest ig ious degrees on candidates that r : jght  have been their
candidates? And what about the jealousies wi th in the Lt lJ
system i tsel f? Is i t  not  more l ikely +-hat the maxinum *,he
UNU would be permit ted to do would be srnal l  d iscr. lssion, :ourses
for eonsciousness-enhancement,  not  to be scoffen at  as such,
but not a threat to the vested interests in t .he internat ional
educat ion structure ei ther !

t9)  See Lederer,
A contr ibut ion to

Galtung, Antal  (eds. )  :  i iuman Needs:
- 

?-.--=E=-
r jer-L1n, iyuu .the Current Deba!e,

(10) A good example was the course on Transnat ionar Corporat ions
run in January 1975, wi th top execut ives of  (snal l_)  t rans-
nat ional  corporat ions among the resource pe: 'sons -  people who
had never before been exposed to fundrrmeyl ia.r  ano fair ly
unsympathet ic cr i t ic ism of their  enterpr ises.  The:f  , ' iudged
iheir  enterpr ises by their  own intent ions as the;. '  saw then,
and found themselves evaluated by the consequences as seen by
others.  And they saw thenselves as surroundea c:r  hano;: icked
communists.  Both s ides r{ere convinceo the wc:- id ' r ,cuLd te
a better one without the other:  in other worr-rs "  

j : i ie i .e was the
emotional  mater ia l  out  of  which high cemper a; l r r ,  penetracing
pedagogy can be wrought.


