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The voint of denerture for any ContrpreForirhopy napranel.
to the ctudy of htuew cociety wounld ha the-observation that most
socleties we know, 2rd Iindeed ~11 scelietien th 't nre Fanevnm ne
stateca or ecountrles todny, reem to have oone RKind of wapt onl e,
or verticrl rrodient, bulilt Into them, The notlion Al “enser -nd
Periphemyucken Intiitlve ccnret one ean nel 2 auertian 11ve ™ g
s the Center/reriphery of thls country” aluont 2wywhors 1
the world ond reonlo will £29d thio ctention menming fuly nad e
larpe oxtont rive arcwer: thot evnibit o conalidersblz derree of

goncancuc,

But from this Dore intultlive congept tn crme tyre ofF orerne
tional definition of Center/Periohery that lends %taclf both to
empirical work and to thoory formation the prnad "« not only lony,
hut z2lso tortucn@ and Indeed far from characterized Hy eomsenyun,
In what follows some of the steps along that road vill be Indieaion,
ard 1t will wvery acon be clear that for each stop takhm soue Losie

deciclon reflecting where one atands on soclal theory has tr he

made'

- -
Ay b tone

- )I . -
The fMret Tseclicion lg outof coue tyne of cothetic oo

we would 1k te develan o coneepticlization $hiot oo he one@ o4
AR : b

roverel levelr of coelol cwnelyeing a Intorescpoontl, fot redtotpte’



interenational and intere-reglional analyslis, At all these four
levels it maikes eminent sense, again intultively, to talk about
Center and Feriphery: 1t 1s our task to try to give nmeaning 4o a

concept that can be used equglly well at all four levels,

Then, there 1a another basic i1dea whieh 18 more analytlcals

we would like to make a distinotion between aetors, systems and

gtrvetiyren, The gotore may be persons, distriets,; mnations or

reziona for that matterj whatever they are they are capable of
actinz (in the sensa of pursuine goals), and of ‘nterascting with
eaoch other. A gystem of interaction is character!zed by a certaln
theme, a sector of 3ocliel 1life as 1t 15 often referred tos work,
education, econonie transactions, farily life, etc., And 2
gtructuye of Interaoction would be snmethine that tiles the actors
together not only iw one systex but iu several systems, meaning
that the actors meet each other and interzect with each other In
more than one cortext. A gogliety, then, ‘s o otructure which is
gelf-culficient in the sense that 1t can versist even if it is

cut off from the rest of the world (for this to happen it has to
he ocapable of blological reproduction, of econouic reproduction =
satisfaction of fundamental needs « and of some kind of culturally
meaning ful integration that givee to the actors In the structure
some kind of goal, some kind of meaning = zsometlmes harmonized,

usually \vn disharmony).

Third, ard now ve are arproachimng more fundanentel matters:
a major distinotlon {n pociel snalysls has to be brought in, What

1s to be taken ag thiz baslic_upit of analysis, the actors that
are born and di&- -

anpoar and raappxar{in ‘the various systems, or the systems and -

gtructures? aconrdling to one “s cholee we may talk about an

[ *‘v

achopeorionted and a atructure-orienbed erspective of Poe*ety~4



Aceording to the former soclety 1z o set of actors, each with
thelr characterlstlica, each with thoir individuality = here
engagzing in economic transaotions, ' théere . enterins the education:l
cystem, and s0o on « all the time with their individual intentione
and capacities, JAcvcording to the mecond perspective the individue
ality of the acters -« be they persons, districts, nations, or
reglons - is much less importants what really matters is the
strugture of interaction in which they are embedded, This struce
ture can be studled at the level of each single syutem and at the
level of the total set of systems, the "structure” in a very
comprehemsive sense, Thus, the first perspective would tend to
diminish the roles of the interactlion structure and foeus on the
individuality of the aetors - for instance 2 colorful politieal
leader, or a superpower with lte partlicecular idlosyncreeiesi the
segond perspective would tend to disregard such idiosyncracles

and focus on structures, The individual characteristics of 2o
Rogkefeller would ha Inaligniflecant, what mattere ls the structural
positlion "eapitalisti™y everything thst can be said 2bout the
Soviet Unjon, and thet is quite & leot, would be}leﬁa important
than a structural analysis of soeial imper&alisﬁgé how the Soviet
Union relatec 1o couniries in her "orbits®™ (according to Chinese

analysis).

We Bhall make use of both of these fundamental rerspectilver
in what follows, exactly because they lsad to soanewhat different

ideas about Center /Periphery and social position,

Thus, follovwing the actoreoriented persvpective whether one
is in the Cemter or in the Periphery would depend on some ¢f the
characteristlics of the actora., Thus, in the educational systen

persons may heve high or low educatlon {for instance, uuing



completed primary school or secondary school as cviting point:s);
districts, natlons and reglons may be classified the mame way
(using average educational level oWiained as a variable and the
same cutting points). One may then look at the same actor in

one system after the other, all the time trving to find whether
the actor possesses high rank or low rank in the system, Ome way

of ausessing thls, Jneldentally, would be rimply %o as¥ the agtore

3
in the systemt where would you like to be §'

Lcoording to the structure=oriented percpective uvne would
do somelling cquiite diflerent, although 1y night lead very much to
the ssae recult, Yhe poind ¢f depuartuie would not be the differe
encen betveen tlie metore but relations hetween them, and the mosat
dupGrbeant relation iz the intersetion relatlion., In terms of dlfe

fererces ronr diirYerence, bhetween high and low, would serve the

rurpcse of preflectliy the vertlcality mentioned in the beginning.
sn Larms of relations the best wny of rellecting vertical inteore

action would Lo to introduce the motion of esnlnitation. 1 a

relation can be defived 28 explolitative it should be noscible to
loente ti.e exploiter and the exploited, identify them an actorﬁ)
erad ve would imredlately have the rasle cleitert ‘v o CenterelPeri-

phery thecry.

Tha problem, then, is that of defining "exploitation™®,
Without zoing into deta:l let 1t only be said that tiae noint of
departucs would ba an anélgsla of the netl consequences of Iintere
acstion between the actor@?ﬁ In an interactlion process there ig an
element of exchangei something pasaes between the actors, as for
Ins{ance in a yrade relation, But there ls also an element of
in-~changes ag a result of the interaction proceuss changes take

nlace inaside the actors themselvea, Very often the exchonge asveet



is more easy to register than the Inchange: very much 'm 'r~-vn,
andt in ﬁﬁtailbabout how much work a worker would put Into ..
factory and how much he recelves in terms of wazer und securiti. g
very little is known about, for instance, the neyehioloplesl ~ ool
on manegers of having vproblem solving as thelr ralor voecunatirn
and con workers X having rether routinelzed work us thelr wunjlor
plight, One ldea would be here that some nersons, listyricts,
natlione, reglons due to Iinterpersonal, intranationsl, Iinternctional
and interregiomal "dlvislon of labor® are etimilated, challewred
puch more than others§ that thls ic never worked 1nto ony #ind

of exchenze zrreenent but is like the h'dden rart of the 2¢ebg?g;
and in order to understand how much exploitation 1o golnr ov one

hae somehow to add up the net asymmetrie sccumulation of vuloe

stemring fron bolh exchange and inchangs aspects of the vproecane,

But the struscture=oriented percpective hae nluo onr ore
spproach to offer when 1t comer 40 deflining Cemter and reriuherys

the internction vetwork, Very often thls retwork Is extremely

well known, for lustance to the students of weopraphy who aon
have 1t neatly diaplayed in front of Binm in the form ol «iplines
ond other transportation (or communication) networks, hetwueon
rogiono, nations, and dictrictsg or the rcecinl anthro~oleciet/
soelologiot vho mlght know something sbhbont intersercons) eomuniae
cation patterns, In sugh networke the terae "Comtor™ ~n? "fepie
phery® take on a very i‘mmedlate wenﬁggiot lozt by anyone vho hoo
ever seen a road mep of France: no names on any cliy o needed €0
deduce very correctly Trom the road nen where the sanital of
thot country is located., (1t in interesting 4o note that '»
countries that wers mich more recently venifled, such us Goraony
cnd Italy, the rowd map or rzil map doce not ©o cloarly idont!ify

the ormital = these wre eounteles with more than ~ac Jewtor, )
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Thus we have located three approsches to Center/Periphery
theory: in terms of rank, exploitation and intersotion networlk.

Let us now look at this in more detaill,

2. Operaticmalization of the Center-Perirhery gzadieﬁt.

it will ve remembered thet the entire approach 1s based
on the ldec that svolal struotures can be coen as eonstituted by
more than one syatem, that there may be Center-Periphery pgradiemts
between the aoctors in any one of thore systems, which means that
when we are talking sbout Center end Periphery we should try to
arrive at some kind of coneeptualization and theory for the total
structure, not only for the single system. This 13 actually very
Bimple using the idom of an additive indox: an aotor is given a O
or & 1 derending on vhether it has lew or high renk (actore-oriented
perspective}, or 3s explolted or an axploiter, ‘n & periphersl or
central intersction poeition (structure~oriented porspeetive) for
gach gyston., If we now have N systems all ore hag to do is to
add up the values for each cctorg obviously ylcliing an index
from O to 7, Of gouree, in doing ao one weorld bhe conclotent and
e8ll the time mnke use of only cne cf thoe three mathodclozies Just

mentioned < endig up(witﬁ the number of high statuses an act6r~has.

in one sppreach that we have tried to make ure of for systems
of persons (in fact for whole esoeleties, ™perscns™ meaning citizers
Ruually above 15, 18 or 21 years of age;ELe had W=8: gge (young and
old in the Periphery, the middle aged in the Center), sex (female

versus male), geography I (rural versus urban), reogravhy I7T

(national Periphery versus natismal Jenmter in termn of distriets),

ineome (low vevans hiuzh), eduecation (1w versus high), ceeupation I
(primary sector versus secondary and tertiary scotors) and cceupa-

tion II (blue collar versus vwhite collar and selfdemployed). Ome



has to be abla t- wism 507 22 Yhing

On the osne & there may be an old woman iiving v g
very pe o7 the country, in the countryside,
with if ' , iittle edueation, working as some
Rind ot ool o voormald, on a farn -

On the ot
his"best
high inee , N
in some Sertiovy

cva would te a middle-aged man (in

in the Center of the sountry,
©owtieation, being for instance manager
e teabitutions lilke 2 bank.,

One of the vers: o - - sraiowe of this entire analysls can now

be made mor> =.x 0 o cen of soneelving of "Center"™ and
o
"Periphery”,

\

to a set of svstum . “0 thg sotal stpruoture, In so doing this

B ooiebeat ay o owet only referring to one system, but

analysio iz a ocovs

mious yeioprtlon of the 1dea of tryinz to reduee
Conter-Periphaory < =adisnts to ms "essentinl™ aystem, for instance
position pelative 2o whe mosvs af ppoduction, A few words about

this, more will e 20 ister,

Thig s . «r Lens dramatic positlion than it may

£

gound like, '+ o o were really of basle significance
rélative o -~ . . e thern positions 1w all the others

with positlon in the first systeun,

would be niphly
The essentlal soa :o..or o Lhat particular systen woulid shine
through and dominate ouy more pluralistie approsch, Ovn the

other hand, 17 that vouition in faet la not of zueh an overriding
importance Lhsy v sops voaraiistice approach would give more

variety, posaii.sy uso iﬁ%?ﬁﬁéj particularly into inconsistencies.

 4b should spaiw e emphasized that it does not usttor for the
applicability - , i
pyo%_ana3ﬁ¥%iva ipagr wihnieh ¢f the three methodologles we use in

order tc c¢laual iy voys one way or the other, Operationally,

cenrierted approach le the easlest onet all

empirieally, “he
one has to do is o heve nonme rough 1dea s2bout what 1o considered

"high" and "low™ in hs structure, This, of oourne, varies fronm
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cne soclety Lo the cther: im an analysis of Yorway one would not
Include race, in other socleties race weil? be ireluled; 1in Nomray
"Party membership® would nroubably nct be acraicdered casential in
underatanding o persons position, in osthor societles 1t alght be
seen 43 & basic characteristie, Vhich systecwr zre relevant fop
slrticturel wrelysie wmight actuaily be dec’ ded by Lhe actors thene

8elvers « £limrly by asking them.

For theopsiicel analysis, howaver, as we shall show, thinking
in termn of exploitatlon and position In the lateraction network
is mueh mora fruttfEl. “Rank™ 1g 20 bland as a srmeent, 1t
earries so 17ttle thesretiocal morentvm, But th's s not so much
of a nrallen since tbere are all raasors te belleve that the three
are highly correlated}j]Fbr *rank® and *rrastige™ 1o rrobably
largely o roflootion of exploitaetlon, for inctance of mop o ability
to exploit women, imllarly, high rank nean: recources, and
resources 2on be uesed to et up exploltative relations - for
inetance by buying meanz of preduction., Both ronl: und vertisel
rolations can he convarted into camtral ponitions in the intere
action network simply because they serve to attract 21l kinds of
resources, including other actors. And central positions, cone
versaly, can he oconmrerted into materlal and none-materisl reaourees,
something known to any little point on the map that havpens toc be
located on an important erasaroads, at the gonfluenage point of two
r ivers, at ths point where two valleys interaect, at the oasis

vhere two caragan routes gross each other.

Thve, a 4istinetion hoe heen nade se far batweer Center and
Perivhery in 2 eyeten, defined . in owny one 0f the three ways, and
the more alobal Centor end Perithery of 2 structrre, delined by
‘aéding ur the number of centrsl rositiongy vielding on indey fronm

O to W, which is tnen referred t¢ as gn Index of soclal vosition.




The top range of 1 . oo v the Center of the struett =,
the botton range + - . ni=ry and then there would beo
eome kind of intor SR 2 we have been talking about
actors who are ind - ;ﬁyy%hinq 8ald above, the
distinction betwes: . oo wTuecture snd the three possible
approaches can aoiso < iagis mutandis to distyicta,
regions and natiow: e quoation of vhish dimonsions
to chooso, TForms: . - oL ome would probably inelude

something about aio

Cangranhy (both ‘v the cense of
dosrec of oymwanizatio S o Ln $he worldd communications
structure), seme G4 wiowite nehieverzont (some years

a0 that would de - Co s G¥Y/eanita), eome dlmension

of edusatlional aeh.+ woevias sears of cchosling per eanita?),
the dsgrse of indus. . - noessibly alse "tertlarization®
(in other words the «» .o - w1 A the eacomomy is not in the
primary sector), ans . o0 o waich the population eammot be

characterizod as = ’ gsmulation.tﬂj

¥e

It wil) irme ouast these dinewsions {which alao
oan be applied to & . oo iuma) oare lmmediste tranalations
of the dimemslowuz: - -%s, translated o higher levels
of soclal organizavin<. s.owi fur sex, Bub then ons might add
some dimensions, oy oo cusnning $0 powers area, nopulstion,
military capabilis: o - .wary hardware, One ~hould not

add too nuch, howews e oGy gety overlioaded,

Looking at %o - =t swmow dhiis index for nations it
becomes immediatel 0 Lion o "iharal® view 1t expresren vhen
1t le based on the o - v b nerspective, There is no roason
why one should stic. i, novevery Introducing the atruecturce

crlonted perspsativ. . o dae Inder on the idea of exploltetion



- 10 -

one would look at economle tronsactions, nolitical interaction,
military relationz, cultural ralotlionz in a brosd sense and
communication pattarns and alweyk acke who guined mest, who
gained leact or losei vwho 1o dependent on whonm 1w all the rela=
tione mentloned atwve, who 1a the sender wnd who the reoelver,
who 18 the teacher and who 18 the learvner, who 1t the owner af
the means of producstion, means of destructlsr ond meorn: of transe
portation/comnunisation and who 1s only sontitled to usec them, and
90 onlhi&gain, the sharasterization o2 a ratisv an heling in the
Center or lu the Perirhery may not negessarily difrer, the two
approaches muy yleld the same result exterSicnally, ~ut the
meaning 1z different, and the aexplcitatiocn srproach, as mentloned,

ia mwcl more>sdit€d foer theory formaticr,

Ther thers In the thlrd appreach tazasd on total interaoction
netwerk whoilch welld lean veary neavily on commnisuticrn and transe
worbatinng ahvits,  Th wonld be Qiffravit Yo Lacluide tn thls cove
cept the vleineszg the tystenm Jdveralty z2¢ canlily ‘rtroduoed with
the sther approachez, Of course, Who nay tall abeut cconomle,
nolitiond, nilitary interaction < but thay would all lave 2 tendemncy
to naze uee of, rourshly speakiwr, dhe nrame comnmloation and transe
norfatlion chommels whieh means that thiey vauld tend to lead to the
gane rasaly and oot 40 the interesiing discrenancias that will be

nentioned halow.,

3. Some Turthe: conseptual developments,

nethior Dagsed o0 one oy the othepr of the Yvwo 12 i5r approaches
we adways e up <wlth a proeflle of the cctory from o Jemter-Perla-

Thers 76 nt of vier, on o set of dinmanolong or avatarsr, ImPgine,



for the scke of slmplicity, that we are dealing with a very

slmple structure oonsisting of only twe systems - for instange

one "ascribed™ that the zetor canmot change (for instance sex if
the actor is e person, mineral resources i1f the actor is a nation),
and one that ig “achiavedj thaet has come about ez the result of
activities where thc acto# ia at least partly reaspovwsible (for
imetanocc level of adjucation in eithor case). The index of

sogizcl poaltlion will have three valuesi U, 1, 2. 0OFf theseethree
values the end polnts on the index determine the actor unamblgue
cualy: there lg §n1y one way of obtaining a zero and only one way

of obtaining a 2, But there are two ways of obialning & 1 =«
the profile C,1 or the profile 1,C,

And that leads us to the tyne of develoonent that has been
very fruitful in the goneral Center-Periphery approash: in‘addition
tQd adding the Center-leriphery scores in the various systems
it has proven very Truitful to subtragt them, I the zcores in
soveral systeme ara the same the dlfference 1s obviously 8ero,
which simply means that the profils is equillbrated., 1 the
ggores are differsmt there will be a non-zero diiference, the
profile 1s dlsequilibratea., Hence, with the sinmplest poszible
arithmgtic operations one can use addition to et some kind of
genersl lmpression of where the actor is located on the Centere
Periphery axis, and the subtractlon to get some immression of
how equllibrated or diseguilibrated the sster 1:, Czviously,
the clozer the aclor iz towards the end of the sczle the fewer
poanibilities arc tharse of disequilibrium - and a2t the very end
{(compare the dessripiion sbove of the two extreme individuals)
there is total equilibriuml}[}

Given this we ocan now try to formulate some Laslo substan-

tive perspectives sricing from the concents,



Tur fiypat remark soncorms nower., Tt nay ke st jested that
anart fror o pasaing nentenece 'w ermexetlorn with ~atisns ¢his
hea nat hean touehad ad 2113 Yt 't has hDean tnere al) the time.
The hastec idea i~ gimrly thist to have nower 1o to be 4» the Cunter,
t2 be vowerlerss 12 o be irn the Perlthery. Iore partisularly,
thie cpern for two perspechives on »ower! onae derived from the
agtorenyriented type of analysls, and the aothey from ths strustures
ofiented pcrzvectiveJBAAccarding t2 the foaymer neronostive power
is ldertifled with reaources, 1t in reeonrce powert having high
sdueetion, high Ingome and so forilk, DTower 12 atroatural, it
neang helnge om ton of some kind of veirtieal Adfvioter of labor or
In the Zontor of an Intcractional netwerk, In thcse positions
one maey Do PIor In renouvpces, the baslic 21dez wonl? be that struge
tnral pocitlion is more irportewt, (Avother icea, nmentiored abovs,
i that the twe vill tend to corrclzter he vio hef much structural
power will elro tend teo accumilete resources ovd vige versa -« in
aet, one basic analytical ¢thieme In soelal ownalye’s weuid be to
Investipatc the convertihility of one o of Towser Intn the
other), ience, insteald of reoing power ee somethirge mystieal in
its owm rignt we wold like to =ee 3% am the cum total of Center
vositiona, sand correspondingly Tor povwerlecsnecz, This perapestive
should ther be brought in Trom the very beglinning snd veed as a
eriterion whem it comea to deelding which dimenslions to ingclude in
the amalyn’ia « 1t should be rich enourh to conmrise whet one

ordinarily would think should enter “power anslycis™,

Second, many findings from opinion studles scem ir indlcate
that aociety loo s very different from the Uenter and from the
Perivhery, T4 17 not zo glmpla ns 4o sey thet the Cewbter 1ls status

quo oriented an? the Porishary iz chaxre oriented, The Centor is
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not rneceszarily totally status guo ortented, 't micht ont in favor
of some tyne of gradualism, change by very samell steps, but it is
1wuelly change that is intravaradigrstic, not challenzing the basic
structure. and as to the Feripherys it is probgbiy senerzlly true
to sey that 1t 12 highly chanre-oriented, only thut some part of
the Feriphery may think in terme of transcenientai change, of
afterelifc, or of etome type oy vtorlanisnm, of o millenium to come
Pa the Juigstani Tunure but not alffeetivw comervte sopion heve and
now, kand then there will definitely ve another vpary of the Peri-
pliepy wllich would thivk and aet iv terws of fundaneriatl change,
here und ﬂaw.ug?ut Hiveremtlyt the Cemter will bLa rearuiting
srowad o comservetive parties erd lliberel parties and social
Camoeralic ~artles (tne Intter may e recrulted rore frem the
midalo ol tor sesial pus bion achors, Lhaolon)y the orivhery will
we bthe roercitlos cioung for troly pzdical nartics and for,
Tor “astance, fundcwentzliat Christian parties[}%j

Une Tinding Irom the comparative studr Inages of the World

1y
1o the Year 2CuC tiay “llustrate tiles tho Center in wont of the

ten natlons from which the data were drawn 616 not want any basle
change, but thousht that some kind of relativoly nincr shanges
would taitc plucep tihre Periphory d4d wani rather hasgte snange,

but did wot think it vers illikelw, iv otiwor words, batih of them
nad thely ertioculer source of peasiupicw Locnise of the diserepancy
batween what tney hoced would happen and what they thought would
happen - and thie diserepansy is prouvably typical of the way the

two parte of roclety sznerierce the human acondition.

5t11l ancther pclintt the Center dominates the public ocone
88louaness, Vhe very (ruitful idee rostulated L; hary to the

o . .. . . . - 1
eirect that the ruling idews &re vhe ideas o the ruldng class
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iscertainly;élevant vhen using this arpvwonch., 7Y nttitudes
are classifled two ways, in terms of vhether they are mzjority
versus winority viewe and in terms of whether they are more
pronvunced in the Usnter than in the Perivhery one Tinds & pre-
dominance of threse typea{]@)i
~Cenie,s views that are majoriiy views where the Comter has
lmposed iiself or 13 in general alignment with the zenseral
wood ol goclety
-lartoc viewd Lhat are alro wminorliy views, in whieh case
one night nredict that they will later nn hanomo majority
views becaure oI the Conter command of recources
-larinhery view:s that are also minority viewes « they are
just complonentuary teo the first catesory abova,
el lu very rarely found are FPeriphery views that are majority
ViaWws = and vaen they are found 1t might vsually be nreileted
bhat thelo ore views Ulww were beld by toe Ceater sometime ago
Lub mwow wre on thelr way oub, However, in caying 9o we are only
d2e@iUing the noronl ztate of alfairs « 1ike the man who looks
sub ol the wiudow on 2 windy winter duy, the snowllakee are
wiirlior apround in 811 Jdirectiows, but he nevertheless nrediszts
ultimately tiey will i'all down, covering the sround, wWhat we have
Just sald is the general trends there are certalnly somanmts in

the hlistory ol a sselety where this trend is counteract . . where

the Periphery vushes its wlll through the social organiemi}%]

Angd ¢kis 18 the third point: fmxpliciily in what hus besn said
above there 1s somo kind of view of soelaty =8 arv organism vhere
issues and idvas ars lsunched at the top (scnmetimes by stealing
them fron the Periphery though), and then digested and handed on
dovmwards in soclet:; along that gradlent unt!l ultimetely 1¢ plles
up in the Perivhery &3 an archale form or attitude « and then dise

appeoars.



And this leade to a fourth nointt z very iunortant charace
teriztic of 3nelal systona would be how steep vie rredient is,
how diflecrent in fact, the siltnation 1w all regards itz Be between
Center 1nd Peprivhevy., The cteerncr the wrsdient the more one would
have &2 %allr shout, a =zoastety er helre anvatituted of two ropts;
livins thelr narsllel existence 2lony yallway tracke that will

never meat, ~o Lo ﬁzjaeak[l 9]

4, The theary of ‘mperialiem,

We can now build further on what lias beon snid and use theee
eoncepts as bullding material for a theory of lmperiallswm, For

that »urpose, however, we would have to think&ﬁ terms of not only

one but at least two collectivities, each with thely struecture
couposed of aystemy, eash with their Cenmter~Perirhory pradient,
Imperialiam, then, 2x a partievlar way of linling %vo govch
gtrugturen torother, and it sill Imediately he reen that o
rolatively steen CantarePerinhery gradient at leoa=t ‘» ons of thenm

in 8 cond'tion for this to work|[4].

To do thir ome has 40 think In tere of twe lev=alat the level
of vations and the level of persone, and we shall use eapital

letters for the former and lovey cnno lettert for the latter,

Imerine now fer the sake of simmlieitr that we consider only
ane=~Aimonnional immerialism, in mse gyeten and, as nnonnl, »egort
10 the case of sconomis Jrporialfem, Baging 1t entirely om
thes struasturesorientad peravective {C for> 1t 4o ol within that
perapective that 2 thenrry of lmperialiom oar b~ formilated, since
4 42 ‘ndeed 2 treory of relations bhatween conntries and classes,
not only of differences between them) we would hove to operate

with three types of cxploitationt hetween the Center and Perinhery



-"6-

matinni; ord withﬁn botl: nations, bhetvresn the esvter 11 the Center
and veriptory in the Jenter (el and »3) an” tetuweer the center

‘n the Periphery and the periphsry in the Feriphery (between

eP end P), Fernulated "r one epscia) torainolory: the bourgeoisie
in either corrtry explofte fts proleteriaot, but in sich a way that

Lhie nct heneltl e 1v favor of the lrrerislist poger,

However, this le not ewough "o oconatltute n theory of
Lmpsrlalisn, 0 additlon to this double level exrloitation pattern
there Io =loo a Linkame Datween tha two centere, hoatyoom oC and of,
Tvisz linkaro onn be -rery songrete and tals the T~ of white
anttlere In o colony, losal reprasentatives »f o piltinational
erganiznt on, or come type of coanuvlestion 1liak via {elesatellite,
nazlrg the certors ir the two gountries norte ~7 the -nue ongoing
CONCCIN, i omozed with eaeh other In fvteregts, outleok, and
veunlly slco ievel of lgvirg, Put diifcrentlys 1t s not only
exploitaticn of one eountry by arother, hut & systunatie use of
the local boursenisie™here Tormulatel wore coenerally as the

center In the Forirhery=os a bridzeresd «¥ich ir charasoteristic

of Ympertelisam, YThus, immerialism 24 3ecen 9 o fHroinecless relation-

ship, brsod on all the four groups nentioredy it is not a two-olaas

relction 'r reneenl, 1t nay, however, oryntallize ‘nto a two=

T

class relotionrhin, hy sone of the nechaniens row 40 be developed.

Freot, thers 1o ile ides Rivrtad ot ahave of prnd’ ants that
Aiffer 2w cteepness, The centor in Liic Cembor con co-opt the
perirhory In the Ceriur by means tuch £ parliarentary democrsoy
{shertns sone oi the politlenl power), ccoromic wilifoos state
{eharing matter thoe ccovor'e curplvc), geveral edveaticn (brlidging
eultural rarc, of Yeost Lo sonte echent) and ac ov - thepeby naking

tre loca centor and ceviphery goalescs mers inte on: unit, Leuin
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alreadr referred to this under the hoading of "lalor | aristoermey”,
and the coneral polint is simplyq?hat througn suech nechanisms the

»C In an intermatlional csntsxt?ﬁgie tho same intorestz asm the oG/
o alliance, And thus the basis is 1lald for what is known today as
the People s War of Liberationi the periphory in the Teriphery

fight ing the triple zllliance of the other three « like the people

of Vietnan fightivng Pentagon, American laridhots and Saigon,

The facomd rédduction formula would be the MNational War of
Liberation whershy the groups in the Terinhery Joln tozether to
fight the proupa in the Cemter - as was found, for inctance, in
the Latin lxeriaoyn warss of libsratison at the barinning of the )
19%h osnturys and ads=9, indeed, the Anmerlean vap of liheration,
The mattern 1o Tomortant thecretically mutbt rerhazz net 30 fre=
quent empiriecally in our Asy because the aF is 50 well coeopted
and takem eare of throurh 2ll kinds of internrtional organizationc
and supporting devieezs that thelr sympathy and nind and soul
will be with ths Center even though they are forced to live in
the Periphery.

And then thers fu the thlrd posalbility, the »oc3ibility
that Merx was indleating when the rlogan "Frplstariads in all
countries, un’to!" war launched, Genar2lly srextine, the cone
diginne g0 not fovor thics allionse? vorkcorr fn the Tovtor are
nt omly of the reogranhiecal 3fstonce fron the sorveys 'n the
Parinvhery, bt alzo at o covaldernble coeial d'atemes frow then
and more Smmortentlys 1t 1r not at 011 obvionrn that they have the
same interesta, at lesst not short term comnez. Bat when they arc
breught closer togethar, for instance through the inatitution of
“zuest workers", and when in additlion there J¢ a orisis in the

gapitalist system s$ that they are more on an equel footing -



Bokh oot Spone Ble toratlomalintas o Bt connala formation g~

Lhe ot flong ntshs he »ipa o~ 400« ooy ol et izetton, In
that case the two gradients would be about equally steep.

save glresdy nmentliconed vro comdittors for imperislism to

functiont o certaln harrony hetween the tve ceabors, and an

inegalitarian i'ntributfon ol inecusllt; -« o ctecver gradient in

the Terhylicry thar *v the Certer, v o7¢’ 470 te *hiz one might

oV e TG e The tweenallion nodel comeldered sc T v irtrodusing

suclh Pdeae nn {broceuation models (Indireet frwes frifon? United
e — M

T 4. . Cary oo Py A e ae® LT gpps Tore, L UL S
puaves Vs Luveda Ly Loe Caribreen, Jenen v Teudl Lorea In

mdonaslo and on o)y econombie crele Lies 'al’r . vhere the whole

glohnl cratoer aan he neern as loeated or o ayele vhers the Center

I oreroed tn opsongaral, adinistrotion ans Siworee v addition
o BAI-TT e conl tatdnptad seseemning ard {vas Torirhoor 1o angeged
tn artrrotion of rav mrberisls, ryelet 'valr varosh’rilented
aradeation o=d goracmtion (sexviny on 2 ored), 3@ also ac

s eurmlier: o7 cheen Iﬁbﬁ%;whether the Irhowv ta 2 de van of at
home sy dvr tho Jemter., And fin2lly, tharce 2o Lee et am of

avhe grey o Lary 2 view 3F the world as avt vy o aealcal

ey

trperialist ~ovrer (Lhe Taited States wenld tndey L tho astor
C1A10 e thiln rirvscturnl positiow) aurrcined Hy roviens, and

with + "Pavorite seomtryr® w oeseh rasloon thot serves 4 an

Ivtermadiote fop o nomber ©f threewnation Lmeriziicotia chalina

¥

pithin Lot reriom « in termr of econe le ol thatisy, pollitieal

comtrol, 1 litery (ineluding paramdlitary) ‘ntcrventisn, and sc on.
]

ot 031 tho t'te the horie 1cdéns remaln the none, uasineg Centare

Poriyvrovy gratliomis 2 LUllding Llocke,

g, Relatione tc Maprist theory.

Ty heany fo tr nept Intonded po oem o coransiom or gonorallie

zation of iarxis% thinking, fully aware that srxists will not



nacescur ly, or indend ﬂog)acccpt thoam svel,  The intended

reperalizations are as ollous,

sirst, of oourse, tiere 12 the extensSion to more systenc.
Thug, we want to be able to talk not enly about 2nnitslist
wpericl:ua ouy alsn 10r instanco nbout whsbt the Chinese refor

to as !

‘suclal luperialism®, which we see ?ysentlally as the
~lpotltivr on the Feripuery by the u@ntegyfé purticuler sociol
ctructuru, lHerce, it Ys preyoundly politlceal and eulturnl, but
can 2lce e Lsod oY eCONOMic PUrposes although it is not the
experience that the Soviet Unicor really engares in economic
corlottation &b prevent (except for some particular seses, nerhane
Foumanls andé Czechoelovakia, 1v the paat)., It ruen without saying
that the structure imposed hus to contain a vertioal gradient,
otherw!se there would not be a bridpehead that could be used for
lmperialistic purpcses = and the way tnis gradient fs bullt into
soclety secns to be by meens of educatlon, nrofessioval’asm and
Jvdrviduel wobility hased on sducational attainvent, professional
echlevenent and = indeed « loyzliy., This ls orly one exarmle of
a formatlion of extrexe lmporiane to thece vho live under it, and
v waud the theory oI luperialism Lo be broad erourh 4o eapbure a

phensrenon o that Xind, n order to do that a nullisysten

approsch in Fdﬂﬁﬁﬁs‘building on a structural approach, not one
system only. 20}

A second reasemlls veory aluwples aocclisl 1life 2imply 1o not
thal vriedinev. "ancd oo cxperlenced by these wio 1ive su it, Therc

fo o the adde? venper v unfedimevicional thinkine that 1t may lead

to onledineoetonal political action, finying oo eradieate lmperielism

or vertical soclul giructere in general by econciile neans only.



1t is precisely this {type of experience that is underlying the
entire approach: it is tempting to think that the phenomenon on

Herrschaft has been captured in termc of one dimension and to act

politically according {c this. Iut once some type of equality
has Teen ectablished along that dimension the same phenomenon seemns

ver, cesilly to reappear somewhere else.

n other occasions attention has been drawn tn education

as a type of Terrschaft pattern that under certain conditions may
be as important as economic relations.tﬁﬂ But as important as this

is the importance of «ll kinds of inconsistencies in the ®Pank profile.
i

PM)
ct
o+

his poin it is tempting to indicate that Marx perhaps lived in
a relatively cimple society, where those who were rich were also
well educated by the astandards of the period and endowd with power
in general. Today all kinds of combinations can be found, as
evidencal by the distributions of vpopulation samples on zocial
position incéxes. In Tact, it might be very interesting to carry
out & comparative analysis usin<~ the extent to which the population
in & country is crystallized into people with clear patterns at
either end of the scale as a fundamental variable. Industrialized,
capitalist, liberal socicties seem to be relatively complex with a
rather low depree of crystallization, and with rank disequilibriun
playing a rather fundamental role. This aspect of class, beint
high in one and low in the cther cannot be caid to be talken ade-
quately care of in marxist thinking, yet it seems to be rather im-
pertant in how people perceive their own social situation.

finally, one might draw the attention to the idea in
connection with imperialism theory that the steepness of the exploi-
tation gradient seems to matter congiderably. More particularly,
a rather vicious feature of modern imperialism is the extent to
which the internal prcletariat, here referred to as the periphery
ol the Center is tied to the center in the Center simply because
they together share the spoils of general exploitation. &5 a
consequence of this it will only be under relatively particular
circumstances that the conditions for general proletariat coopera-
ticn throughout the world will be present. In earlier times that
condition was perhaps more present than today, and acain Marx may
perhaps be said to have lived under simpler social circumstances.
Thus, it was probably not Denmark that exploited Norway, but Copen-
hagen “hat exploited everybody else in Denmark-lorway.



. conclucion

1)

~

uch are the essentials of Jenter-Periphery concepte
and thecorien, starting with cimple offortsc to come to grips with
public cpinion data, ending up with ncre large -scale theorizing
aboat irperialiom. In a ceroe the icdea i very cimnle: +the bacgic
unst iy a system with some kind of Center-Perinhery relation. This
relotion o Cefinel in towms of Yrenl difference” or "exploitation
relation' or " network pogition” the former being the easiecst for
public opinion analvsis, the seeo»d by for the most important in
analysis of imperiallstic ayctens and for thecery in formation in
senoral..

This is the building unit, the atom so to speak of the
analysis. .and from this atow various types ol molecules can be
fornmed, by adding, subtracting,and combining.in more complex forms,

as for instance In the imperialism theory.



¥ 0 T E S

* Paper presented as opening address, Nordic Conference on
Methodology Research, Reros, Norway, June 1974.

1. This theme is developed in some details in chapter 2
of the author's The True Worlds: A Transnational Perspective,
(New York, 1977).

2. TFor an attempt to analyze "Social Imperialism", see

Johan Galtung, "Eash-West Security and Cooperation: A Sceptical
Contribution", Journal of Peace Research, 1975, No.1; Appendix;
Essays in Peace Researcn, Vol.V, ch.2 and "Social [mperialism
and Sub-lmperialism: Continuities in the Structural Theory of
Imperialism", Papers Now.22, Chair in Conflict and Peace Research,
University of Oslo.

3. This was in fact done in a study in Norway, in two
communities, one industrial in the north (Mo i Rana) and one
fishing village in the south (Ona-Sira). The results were
similar, in agreemenr with the idea of the Index presented in
the text (i.e. thers was little doubt in the population as to
what represented "under-dog" and what "top-dog" positions).
However, the most pronounced and clear desire for mobility were
along such axes as income, education and urban-rural. Occupation
gives a much more complicated picture, and so do age and sex.
There is actually an important and interesting correlation here
between the strength with which people hold mobility wishes
along such dimensions and the extent to which the dimensions
correlate with attitudes and behavior.

4, This 1is developed to some extent in the author's
"A Structural Theory of Imperialism", Journal of Peace Research,
1971, pp.81-117; Essays in Peace Research, Vol.lV, ch.13.

5. This sense is developed systematically in graph theory.

See, for instance, the excellent article by Nils Petter Gleditsch
and Tord Heivik, "Structural Parameters of Graphs: A Theoretical

Investigation", (uality and Quantity, IV, 1970, No.1, pp.193-209.

6. See the author's "Foreign Policy Opinion as a PFunction of
Social Position", Journal of Peace Research,1964, pp.206-231,
particularly p. 217, Essays in Peace Research, Vol.III, ch.2.

7. This idea is developed in the author's "Small Group Theory

and the Theory of International Relations: A Study in Isomorphism",
in Morton Kaplan, ed., New Approaches in International Relations
(1968); FEssays in Peace Research, Vol.lVv, ch.l.

8. In the Idex referred to in footnote 6 above the Index Values

0 - 2 was considered an operationalization of the Periphery, with
6 - 8 being an operationalization of the Center - the bulk of the
population being located in the range 3 - 5. O0Often, however, it
makes sense to use the Index from o - 8, all nine values, particu-
larly because the correlations with attitude and behavior are so
high and so regular, and this is lost by reducing from nine values
to three.



9. IFor a suggestion along this line, see the author's
"A Structural Theury of Agression', Journal of Peace Research, 1964,
particularly page 115; wssays in Peace Research, Vol.III, ch.4.

10. This is develcped in scme detall in "lMeasuring World Development"
(Publication from the Chair in Conflict and Peace Research,
University of Oslo, No.11), by J.Galtung, A.Guha, A.Wirak, S5.S5jelie,
M.Cifuentes, A.Lgvoruk.

11. A general survey of approaches arising out of the Center/
Periphery approach, including adding and subtracting scores for
one actor, can be found in the author's "International Relations
and Internaetional Ccenflicts: A Sociological Approach",
Transactions of the 3ixth World Congress of Sociologv, (Inter-
national Sociological Association, 1966), pp.i121-161, particu-
larly p. 124, Eecsays in Peace Research, Vol.IV, ch.9.

12. For a develoupument of this theme, see the author's The Kurcpean
Community: A Superpowver in the Making, (London: A1len and Unwin,l 1973).

13. This difference is the basic abalytical variable used by
Sorokin, referrec to as ideational/sensate. According to our

type of thinking bovh orientations should be found in the Periphery;
in the Center one wceuld precbably find Sorokin's other two types,

the "idealistic" and the "mixed" categories. Of course, occasio-
nally pure types may make a break-through into the Center.

14, For an effort to relate soclial position theory to party
distribution, see this author's "Social Positicn, Party Identifi-
cation and Foreign Prlicy Crientation: A Norwegian Case Study",
in James Rosenau, ed., Domestic sSources of Foreign Policy

(New York: The Frez Press, 1957), PpP.161-1C%.

15. The Hague, Mcuton, 1976.

16. This idea is cCeveloped and tested particularly in "Attitudes
Towards Different Forms of Disarmament: A Ztudy of Norwegian
Public Opinion", I2RA Studies in Peace Research (Assen: van Gorcum,
1966), pp.210-2%&; also in Lssays in Peace Research, Vol.II, ch.6.

17. The most dramatic recent example of this in Norway would be
the referendum on Norwegian membership in the Buropean Community
25 September, 1972, ending with a 53% rejection of membership.

The correlation with social position was extremely clear and
extremely strong: resistance was indeed a Periphery stand,
acceptance of Norvegian membership a Center position. Nevertheless,
the Periphery view bLecame the majority view.

18. For a further development of this theme, see Nils H. Halle:
"Social Position and Foreign Policy Attitudes", Journal of Peace
Research, 1966, pp 46-74. : T =
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19. This theme is developed in some detail in the author's
"A Structural Theory of Imperialism", Journal of Peace Research,
1971, pp. 81-117; Issays in Peace Research, Vol.IV, ch.T?%.

20. This, inc.dentally, is a reason for the use of the woxrd
"structural" in connection with the theory of imperialism:

it is not the theory developed from the substance of, for instance,
production reiations, but from the structure of interaction
relations in general when they are constituted in a particular
way. An other reason is, of course, that the theory expresses

a structure-oriented rather than actor-oriented perspective on
social affairy.

21. See two patlications from the Chair in Conflict and Peace
Research, University of Oslo: "Educational Growth and Educational
Disparity", Pavers No.1, and "Schooling and Future Society"”,
Papers No. 7.




