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THE BASIC NEEDS APPROACH *

by Johan Galtung

Whv a Basic Nee{s Approach?

From the very beginning let  i t  be stated unambiguously:

a basic needs appr:oach (BNA) is not the approach to social

science in general  or  development studies in part icular,  but

r lnc '  annroar-h- Thefe are Others- Thev mav fOCUS On StrUCtureS
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strained and steered by cr- : ] ture anC :a:u:e;  j  ust  t -o nent ion

some examples. '  In more classical  approaches there is also

hcavy emphasis on actors,  their  strategjc games in coopcrat ion

rnr l  nnn Fl  i  nf  their  mot ivat iOns and Calr tb i l i t ies.  NOr is i t,_

assurned that one can pick any onc of  t -hcse approaches at  wi l l ;

they are probably al l  (and more could bc added) rather indis-

nensahl  e f  or  p r i  n l r  r , i  n1-rrrn of  Lhe human condi t ion.  The onl  v
t /urrJqvr9 rrurLrqrt  vvrrsrLlvt l .  l l rv v- .L)

th ing that is assumed in thc fo l lovr ing is that  a BNA, al though

not suf f ic ient ,  is  at  least  necessary;  that  a basic needs ap-

roach or i ts equivalcnt-  in other terminologies,  is  an i r - rd is-
.)

pensabfe in, l redient of  developnent studics.  -

To just i fy th is posj- t ion we shal l  make use of  two argu-

ments,  onc ncgat ive and onc posi t ivc.

The neclat ive argument would be based on the fut i l i ty  of

othcr approachcs as the s ingle or dominanL ap1>roach, because

they fai l  to mal:e dcl , reLopncnt-  hnntan. I t -  is  thcn assumed t l iat
r r ror '^ l  anmn-+ studics t  is  not .s i  rnr) l  v thn sf  t rc lv of  soni  a l  nrr . r -4vvarrerr  L J Luu rsJ !J l lvL J l r r rH L/  L j ru 

r-  _

cesses; that  somcwhere in 'developmcnt studies'  there is an
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assulnpt ion of  goal-directedness, of  an arrow other than physi  -

cal  t ime i tsel f .  There is a sense of  bet ter and worse, i f  not

of  good and bad, not to ment ion perfect ly good and perfect ly

bad. I t  is  not  the study of  b l ind processes, but of 'develop-
?

ment. 'No doubt th is is an expression of  the idea of  progress."

I t  may be that af ter  some t ime i t  wi l - l  be given up; for  instance,

L^^-"^^ l  r fnr  qenerat lons wi l l  come to the conclusion that therelguau>g feLg!

is  no such thing as progress,  not regress ei ther,  that  processes

just  are.  What matters is human sel f - real izat ion,  l iberat ion,

not pvl_ erna I  nrocrrs ses a I  one.
H- vvvvvvs

But as long as the object  of  study is development,  i t

matters what the pr imary uni t  of  development is.  And this is

where the negat ive argument enters:  one may def ine better or

worse structures (e.9. ,  more or Iess part ic ipatory,  autonomous),

inst i tut lons (e.9. ,  more or Iess powerful  or  def ic ient  nat ion-

states),  product ion (e.9. ,  wi th more or less output,  and better

or worse output/ input rat ios),  d istr ibut ion (e.g. ,  more or
' loqq oaa' l i1. : r  lacc 

-^^ i= ' l '1 "  f r i r )  nrr lJ-rrro (a dr -** l -an,  more or ress socrarry Ls+Lt f  \v. : . ,

more or less endogenous),  and nature (e.9. ,  more or less ecologi-

cal ly balanced).  But,  when taken as developmental  goals these

tend to become bene per se.  They become rei f ied,  and count l -ess

are the sacr i f lces that are demanded in their . ,a*" .4 A develop-

mental  process, then, is seen as based on one perspect j -ve but

carry ing other changes in their  wake, l ike the l iberal  promise

that product ion wi l l  u l t imately br ing goods and services,  and

social  stabi l i ty  to al l ,  or  the marxist  promise that structural

t ransformat ions, part icular ly f rom capi ta l ism to social ism,
q

wil t  u l t imately do the same.- In the name of a-human theory con-

siderable ant i -human cr ime can be commi-t ted.

Pi t ted against  th is stands the single and clear idea that

r iorral  nnmonl-  i  e r iorrol  nnmonf Of hUman beings, beCaUSe ,  hUman be-

ings are the measure of  a l l  th ings'  .  
o This does not mean that

one cannot ta lk about development of  other th ings than human
t ro i  nrrc ] - r r r . l -  nn' l  r l i  € nl- ' rnnnvsL . , , r r ry -Lr - r ro,rg=s 

i t  these ' th ings'  can be shown to

be means rerated to the deveropment of  human beings. r f  th is is

not the case, rei f icat ion wi l l  set  in,  what should be seen as
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means af ter  some t ime at ta ins goal  character.  Instead of  d i f f i -

nrr I  { -  nnmnl aw a\ray ch:nni  nn \ rAr\ /  nf  f  an d i  e-=f  i  c€i  nA
J --Lerr  

uf , ) -qLaJ!JEUl COntfa-

dictory hunan beings, inf in i te ly diverse, manifold,  and volat i lc

"development" escapes into product ion and distr ibut ion patterns,

inst i tut ion bui lCing and structural  t ransf  ormat i -on, cul tural

'aspects '  and natural  balances. Ai t  of  them are complex,  but

not that  intractable,  among other reasons because being humans

ourselves,  vre know something about how compl icated we are,  and

can simpl i fy the task for  ourselves by studTing something eIse.

We also knovr that  human beings can protest  against  the i -maqes

developed of  them, against  label ing in terms of  better and

worse. Product ion and distr ibut ion patterns,  inst i tut ions and

c1-r ' : rnrrrrna ^ul ture and nature are abstract ions wi thout minds;J L!  UU LUI gJ ,  UU !  LU! g ql lu r lq 

1

f  hew do nof mirr l  hnv.z thcw are def ined. 'urrv l

Thus, the negat ive argument is based on thc fut i l i ty  of

other approaches, not because they are not feasibl-e,  but  because

f hev are not Val- id--nei ther theOret j  cal l . '  n^r  nra-f  i  c ;1 I  I  r '  .  T"r-
v eJ vr( ! { f  

,

r roor i  nr :nm'at i r .a l ' l  r r  i .herr  nf ten lead tO ant i -h l . ran rrrCt. iCeS be-

cause there is no bui l t - in guarantee that such develcpm,ent real ly

- ;h^ - !  
. i -^r . \ / - i  n(r  thc ' ( - -ondi t iOn Of hUman ho. i  nr :q.  Wa ma\/  l re f reeq-Lrt tS aL I i t iP!vvrrry 9lrs vvr.urulv l .  v!  r lq l { raI l  !EI l jw>t Y!E l t ro!  !g ! !gE

to have the intui t ion that democrac]/  is  better than dictator-

ship,  social ism better than capi ta l ism, and that democrat ic

social ism (not the same as social  democracy) may oe the best of

them al l ;  but  hovr do we know? They aI I  refer to social  format ion,

nol-  to hur.ran beings. To assune that human beings develgp inside

them is l ike assuming that inside a beaut i  fu l  house ther:e must

b7 ncccssi ty be beaut i lu l  1,cople.  Wc kno' , r  a l rcady very wcl- l -  to-

- r ' . "  !L-^!  ; '^^ i_de a f iCh COUnI-rv thorr-  ma. '  t te r lcr .z nc. lo l -  nnonlr--uqy LI tdL f l l5fug o ! f9 l !  vvqrrurJ LrrLru rrrql  v= vEry yvul .  I ruvt / rg,

ins ide a democrat ic country very of ten author i tar ian relat ion-

ships,  inside a social ist  country vcry capi ta l is t  wa'zs of  doing

things, etc.  In short ,  these other approaches are fut- i le not

onlrz Lrrrc; , r rqo {-harz mako dnrrol  r . tnmr.nj_ ql-rrr l i  n.  f  oo r- :q\ /  hr '  . lnr la- i  nrr  +hnv9uc{uoL LrIg j  lLLqi \u r  L J Luu!EJ uvv u(tJJ pJ uu\rYr l |J LI lg

rear issues. Thcy may arso l -cad Lo most dangerous devclopmcnL

pract ices that ul t imatcly serve only the interest  of  those

managing the ' th ings'  s ingled out as the objects undcrgoing

dcvelopmcnt:  thc product ion managcrs,  d istr ibut ion burcaucrars,
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revolut ionary leaders,  inst i tut ion-bui lders,  nature conservers,

and cul ture preservers.

The basic needs approaches const i tute one answer to th is
+,,^^ 

^€ 
.1 . i1^** , l  l -h ic - id t^r l rara J- l - ra nnoi{- i r ra . r^rrm1LJ-ys v!  urrsrLur ld. ,  and a; ;= is where the posi t ive argument

starts.

The expression, 'a fu l ly  developed human being'  may have

nrr nrpr- iqp meanincr:  and iha- --"  1^^ +"^!  Aq oood -  for  i f  suchr rv P! su !  Js r l tEqI l I l IY /  qr lu ulrqL I t tO'y !c J uJ L e- Y vvs I  Lv L

a being exj-sted, he or she would in aI I  l ikel ihood ei ther be

rather arrogant or be l i f ted by admirers onto a pedestal  f rom

which the arrogance of  power,  as wel l -  as the power of  arrogance,

might be exercised. There is no reason to bel ieve that such

human belngs would be di f ferent f rom countr ies producing devel-

opment theor ies according to which they themselves are 'develop-

ed' .  In fact ,  i t  may be argued that development cr i - ter ia should

be so manifold that  they wi l - }  never al- I  be sat isf ied so that

nobody or nothing can stand out wi th a c la i -m to perfect ion.

However,  we rrray st i l1 know something about what i t  is  not  to

be developed as a human being, and one approach here would be

to say 'when basic human needs are not sat isf ied' .

Devel-opment,  then would be seen as a process progressively

sat isfv ing basic human needs, where the word 'progressively l

would stand for both 'more and more need-dimensions'  and 'at

higher and higher l -evels |  .  When saying 'more and more'  and

'higher and higher ' ,  i t  is  not  assumed that there are no upper

l imi ts to the number of  basi-c needs dimensions or the level-  of

sat isfact ion;  both wl l l  be seen as f in i te,  as having (highly

f lexible and var iable) maxima. But there are also minima to

the number of  need dimensj-ons and the level  of  sat isfact ion,

and current approaches tend to look in that  d i rect ion.B

r-  r r -^ ' raqes to f  o l  low some of the nernl  r .x i  no and . l i  f  f  i  r - ' r ' l  f  .al l  L l lg PqyuJ 
w 

-Vlr lE 

u!  Lr Is 
}Js!  VrL al lY ql lu Uf r  I  IU Ua L,

but also highly interest ing and frui t fu l  problems connected

with BNA vr i l l  be discussed. At th is point  let  i t  only be said
i -h i f  nf i . rar  innr^=nhac €nr 6-66r-nirr ina nF ht tman derrelnnmCnt ShOUldql lytvqulruJ vvr lvLrv+IrY vL l lu l t tq l l  usvsIUts,

o
be explored. '  Thus, there are concepts of  psychological  develop-

ment where such terms as 'matur i ty '  wou]d play an important



{-

1n
roIe.  ' "  Such approaches become, hor, ,vever,  psychologist ic in the

same way as product ion-or j -ented approaches are economjst ic:  they

tend to focus on non-mater ia l ,  mental  aspects of  the human be-

- i  no on' l  w. The .r  *^. i  ^Lra ^- i  r€rd mav l re nFr-ocqAr\z hrr{-  not  SUf f  i -I l lV v]1r) / .  f , l1E I l . lSIYl f  L> YO!lrLu 
rrLaJ !E l lgLEJJq!v ,  !uL I I \

cient.  What is needed are very r ich,  many-dimensional  and many-

f  aceted, v ie.rrs of  human bei-ngs, ranging f  rom the most mater ia l

to the most non-mater ia l  aspects.  As far as we know, the basic

noe'r ls AnnrnaclreS are the on' lv onos fhrf  h* i - r  fhaf  6 ln1- i ro r :n-rn

of aqnecf s rrnder the Same gonr:onf rr r  i  r rmir le i la.  |  |

What is a Basic Human Neeci?

The fol lowing observat ions should

t ic,  deal ing wi th the use of  language.

innocent in semant ic discussions, they

maftor -  so wh4p the task is to COme tO,  rv

I  basic human need |  .  more t ,han t-he regu

involved.

A need should be dist inguished from a want,  a wish,  a de-

sire,  a demand. The lat ter  arc subjcct ively fe l t  and art icu-
' l : for l  fharr  m;t  v. - -J , . . ; ) '  express needs, bu-t  theT also mrl '  not ,  and there

mA\/  l - ra naor l  .  that  are nOt thUS exp1. eSSed. ThUS, there iS nO

roarrmr. t - . inn fLaf  neonlo ar€,  COnSCiOuS Of al l  Of their  needS. ' 'aJ>ul l l lJLJ-\J l I  LI IqL Psv|JrL 
q!L

r r .  makes nerfect  sense to ta lk about the need for f reedom of a

person born into s lavcry,  knowledgcablc of  nothing eIse,  as

' i  |  * -"  -^1'^ ^ense to ta lk about the need for creat iv i f  w of  al -  L l t td,) /  l t tdf lc SCIl>€ LU Lq!t '  q!Uu L ul lL l lsEu !VL VI gq Lf  V f  Ly U! q

person born into the rout ine jobs of  'modcrn'  socicty,  knowing

nothing else.  Corrcspondingly,  iL is weII  known that vJe mJy

want,  wish,  desirc,  demand somcthi t )g that  is not rer l ly  nceded

in the sense of  bcing necessary.  Ncccssary for  what? t ror  the

person to be a hunan person, and this is,  of  coursc,  where

the di f f icul t ies start .

Thus,
13

sary to be

ctne asnocf of  tnccd

which means that we

hrrmrn 
^r  

: r f  I  o:cJ-

ma i  n 1 r . '  1-ro seen as seman-

Lin '^rarrar f  hor^ ' i  c  nnf l - r ' i  nal lvr /Ev s!  ,  LTIgIE f  > I lVLl l f  l1\r

alwal 's touch the substance

. rv;  ^-  . , ;  r t r -  + l -grrps w.Lrn Lr le expressron

lat ion of  language is

'  is  t ied to the concept of  ne-

havc an imagc of  what is neces-

of  wi tat  i t  is  to be non-human.
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Mnranrror r .7a Sha11 Claim that thefe iS Somefhincr rrnir rerSal  tOr rv luvve!,  vrLreurrrrrY urtrv!

th is image. This does not mean that a l is t  of  needs can be

establ ished, complete wi th minima and maxima, for  everybody at

al1 points in social  t ime and social  space as the universal

l is t  of  basic human needs. The claim is much more modest:  that

i t  does make sense to ta lk about certain c lasses of  needs,

such as "  secur i ty needs, "  "wel fare needs ,  "  "  ident i ty needs ,  "

and " f reedom needs,"  to take the classi f icat ion that wi l l  be

used here,  and postulate that  in one way or the other human

beings everywhere and at  a l l  t imes have tr ied and wi l l  t ry to

come to gr ips wi th something of  that  k ind,  in very di f ferent
14ways. '  I t  may even be frui t fu l  to look for  needs in the l_east

conmon denominator of  what human beings are str iv ing for :  i f

one were capable of  making l is ts of  what everybody at  any t ime

had wanted, as inferred from words and deeds, f rom conscious

and unconscious wishes--and they \ , ' /ould be many I ists indeed--

then there woul-d be a certain over lap.  That over lap would be

a guide to (basic)  , , ""d=.15

IVhen we say "  something universal"  th is appl ies to the

needs, not to the sat isf iers;  they may vary even more than the

needs. Moreover,  there is no assumption that needs can univer-

sal ly be sat isf ied.  There are,  as is rather wel l  known, needs

that cannot be met because of  some empir ical  scarci ty--even

needs he' l  r i  hv the same nerson. And there arF needq -  
' l  i  ke A nr-rq-sru rruuur t  r r j \L s l lvr

sible "need to dominater"  "need to be dominatedr" "need to be

rnore educated/heal thy than my neighbor,  "posi t ional  needs"

that cannot be met by everybody for logical  reasons. But the

needs language should be open also to such relat ional  and rela-

t j -ve needs, not only to absolute needs that def ine the level  of

sat isfact ion in an indiv idual  wi thout reference to other indi-

v iduals--and be open to needs that are moral ly unapplauded
1A

( l ike the "need to dominate") . ' -

T ^!!E L L]5

express ion

then proceed to the second term from the end in the

'basic human needs' :  human. Our concern is wi th human

needs, and !1-^!  . :  
^LI lO L IJ meant needs that are located, i f  not

necessar i -1 erceived in indiv idual  human beinqs. The need-
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subiect  is  an indiv idual ,  but  that  does not mean that the

sat isf ier ,  thc ' th ings'  neccssary in ordcr to meet or sat isfy

thr .  nr . r , . j r :  -  atae in the indiV j -c lUai  Of gan 1^ 'a mal-  l - r rz +he indi-pl

11
vidual  a lone, v"r i thout a social  context .  ' '  The problem is that

the term'need' is also used for non-subjccts;  there is ta lk

about 'nat ional  nceds'  ( f  or  pres*, ige of  a country)  ,  'social

needs'  (e.9. ,  for  a good urban sc' / / : lcr  e disposal  system),  and

'group needs '  (e.  g.  ,  f  or  a pl tce f -o r ,et ,  L,  io bc together)  .

The argument here would certainly not be that there are no

necessary condi t ions for  these social  ent i t ies or actors to

f  r rnr- f  ion -  hrr t  that  the term 'need'  Wi l I  on l .z be rrse'd wi th,p"

ref  erence to need-subjects,  and the onl l '  subjects \ .Je know of

j -n human af fa i rs are indiv ldual  hunan beings. I t  is  only in

them that the "c l - ick of  correspondence" between need and sat-

isf ier  can be exper ienced. That these indiv idual  human beings

develop thelr  need consciousness in a social  context  and that

most of  them have most of  their  needs sat isf ied in a social

context  does not change the cj- rcumstance that groups, c i t ies,

and countr ies do not ] rave minds in vrhicn needs can be ref lected

and even art iculated. On the contrary,  the usual  exper ience is

--and this br ings in the ncJat i r -c argunrnt  f rom the preccding

sect ion-- thac such 'col lect ive needs'  usual ly express wishes

and wants,  the desires and demands of  the rul ing elr tes in

these col lect iv i t ies ,  more or l -ess poor ly di  sgui=".1,  1 B

Then, the terrn 'basic ' .  I t  ser Veq to ona' l  i  f r . '  f  r r r f  hnr f  hn

not ion of  a need as a neccssarv condi t ion,  ds somcthing that has

t-o be sat isf iecl  at  lcast  to sone extcnt  in order for  the need-

subjccb to funct- ion as a human bejng. Again,  one should avoid

too clear ly dcf  incd posi t j . rzc image s of  what that-  mcans, not

only to discourac. ,1c the arrogance of  being 'developed' ,  but  a l -so

because such j -magcs might def inc developmcnt too much as a

point ,  rather than ncgat ivcly as a region, ds the opposj_te of
tnon-r l  , -volortmnrf  I  fhnrel ' r . '  nrrrmi l - f  inc r l i r rnrqjFrz (-r ' rncr,nrrnnf l r rLJL!rL{r  L Lrrry L{!  vu!  evrrJL. \ lLrurrL Ly ,

when a basic human necd is not sat isf iecl  somc kind of  fundamen-
10

ta l  d is int"g.?_t_._oq_y!, ]_!arkc placc.  ' '  This is not an obscur iunr

pcr obscur ius-J. f  i . ;1"-  f  
" .  

;x. ,or  ot  lcasr somcth; ;  .4""a
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f l tndamental-  forms of  d is integrat ion.  At the indiv idual  level-

they show up in the form of ntortal i ty and morbidi ty,  the fat ter

div ided into the two interrelated categor ies of  somat ic and

mental  d iseases. Hovlever ,  even i f  needs are seen as i  ndir"r idual  ,

the dis integrat ion resrr l t ing f rom def ic ient  need sat isfact ion

may not necessar i ly  show up in the indiv idual ,  or  be c lassi f ied

As srtr :h -  Thew marz al  so show lrn el  sewherp. for  i  nstance aS social" ' *  _t

dis integrat ion.  After al l ,  there is no argu:nent that  the social

context  is  not a major source of  need sat i -sfact ion ( i f  th is term

means the same as 'man-made environment '  ,  then the other source

r , rntr l r l  hrz dof i  n i  f inn l .a na. l - : r ra\  .  l .^^^^wuuru, uy usTII I ILIcJI IT I )€ I Iauur-c7;  I ret IUe, i t  WOUId nOt be Si fanEe

i f  d is integrat ion would f i rst  be registered at  th is level .

Two relat ively c lear types of  sociai  d is integrat ion can now

be ident i f ied,  using the metaphores of  f rcezing and boi l ing:  on

the onc hand, the society that  suf fers f rom lack of  par l ic ipat ion,

f rom apathy,  \ t t i thdrawal;  on the other hand, the society that

suffcrs f rom over-act iv i ty,  mut iny,  revol t .  Dis integrat ion must

be used posi t ively as a social  forcc,  for  instance, by revolu-

f  ionarv forcns--A nossihr ' l ' i  fv  not exnla ' i  necl  h" r : laqs' iCtr I  func-Nl

t ional ists*-and i l lness may be a source of  personal  renewal.

Just  as for  indiv idual  b io logical  death sccj-al  d is intecjrat ion

may not necessar i ly  be bad, i t  may put an end to something that

no longer is v iable.  But both are s igns of  d is intcgrat ion.

l {hether societ ies dis integrate because indiv idua} }ruman needs

are not suf f ic ient . ly  sat isf icd or the societ ies are incapable

of sat isfy ing them because thcy are dis integrat ing is less in-

tercst ing.  Thc two viouJd probal : ly  bc part  oI  thc same proccss,

and from our point  of  v iew socier l  d is inteqrat ion is an indicator

(as opposed to a causc or an ef fect)  o1- insuff ic icnt  sat isfac*

t ion of  basic human necds in concretc.  h istor ical  s i t .u,r1, ions.

Al l  that  has bcen said in th is sect ion nov/ amounrs;  ro one

thing: al thougi-L we do not want to be r ig id in the concept ion

of needs, one should not be total ly f ree in the usc of  th is term

erther.  I f  a person says ' I  d is jntegrate unless I  arn permit ted

f . r> sf  arr ;or  r - rnc mio'} ' r f  ar-r-onf q. i ; r r r l i  nrr  :c ^tr  m^^f  inn nf-  hor,  vrrv u uvuvuu r  Lqr v t r rv q5 c1 wdy \JL t t tL jL:LIrry (JLl lgL

needs ( for  a sense of  meaning in 1i fe,  a sense of  fa i th in one's
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n\^/n l -on:ni  J-rr \uurrqv4e_z /  ,

not be seen as

of th is raises

of v/hat const i

or  hersel f  is

--and we shal i -

but  i f  i t  means 'starving to death' ,  i t  might

1 r . r^ rr  n € l . ronnm i  na mnr.-  L. ,  
' *  

)n

!veJ*arry rLrvrs rrurrrdl l  . - "  No doubt aI l

the important problem of who are to be judges

tutes basic human needs i f  the person himsel f

noL consj  dered suff ic icnt . ly  capable of  judging

have something to sav about that  l -ater.

Conclusicn:  the wav we have def ined i t ,  needs = basic human

neecls;  f  or  need.s are (1) hlrman, (2) basic.  I 'or  other concepts

other terms should be used

t l "nr^r :  r r l  q :  t l f \ tna)- l  . ]cr .z
lvwo!ur Ll  - 'vLJ\1 I

of Basic Human Ncecls

So far we have touched upon a dist inct ion between mater ia l

ancl  non- inater ia l  human needs, preferr ing 'non-mater ia l '  to the

term ' immater i -a l '  because of  the connotat ion 'unimporl-ant '  a lso

carr i  ecl  b. , ,  th.-  1: f  tor-  FvnrFS=ion.21 , l 'hCrc are at  leas:  tv/o

v/ays of  t ry ing to c lar i fy th is dist inct ion,  one relat ing to

f  ha,  nr .ed-qrrbi  cr- tc -  r 'nF tn l -he sat isf  iers.JgvJvv9J,

Thus, there is a t radi t ion,  and i t  is  not  t r {estern in

gcneral  nor Cartesian in part icular,  to dist inguish bctween

the bodies and minds of  pcrsons/ and correspondingly between

somatic and mental  (spir i tual)  needs. One of  the di f f icul t ies

with th is,  of  course, is that  mind and body are rel-atcd.  Thus,

the sat isfact ion that der ives f rom eat inqr food, even unappct iz-

ing food and in an environmcnt dcvoid of  good company and

esthet ic pleasurcs,  is  i t  rcal ly mcrely somat ic? Of course,

there are digest ivc l l rocesscs that perhaps may be refcrred to

as mcrely somat ic,  but  therc is al-so a fecl ing of  hunqer abate-

nrcnL, of  increasing sat jat ion Lhat,  i I  not  spir i t r - ra1,  aL ] -c;rs;L

is mcntal  (vrhatevcr bcing the exact bordcr l ine betwccn the

two).  What about sex,  is  i t 'mcrely somat ic '  ( the worcl  'physical '

is  of ten used in th is conncct ion wi th ' love'  presumably on the

other end of  the sonat ic, /mcntal- /spir i tual  Iaclc ler)--or is i t

rather that  the somat ic/mental  d ichotomy and the desire to c las-
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si  iv  s6mef hi  ncr -c 
nna 

^r  
1-  l rg 6l f lgr  iS in i  tse ' l  f  reqn1-1nsible fOf

a vj-ew of  sex as somat ic,  and love as mental /spir i tual?

Conversely,  is  a feel ing of  togetherness or an esthet ic

exnFri  pnr-r .  mer^r"  -^- ! -  1 rr  COLI ld i t  be that i t  does sompl-hi  noc !gt  Ig l tUg I t rst \ : : -LJ 1Llgl l  LGt,  VI  9ULt lu I  s !g LI IAL J- L UL/t ]5 JUrlrgLrr ! r ry

to our body that,  a l though unknown to us,  could be as important

. -  t . r l - ' r+ ^^nA fnnrr  rnrr  annrr  sex do to our souls? In short ,  i to5 wtto.  L Y LJUU !  \JrJu qr lu Y vuu

does not look as i f  the body/mind dist inct ion serves aq: rrnnr l
22

guide here.

A dist inct ion based on sat isf iers is not unproblemat ic

ei ther.  I t  is  re lat ively c l -ear what is held to be mater ia l -  sat-

isf iers:  mi l - i tary or poi ice hardware, food, c lothes, shel ter ,

medical  hardware, school ing hardware, comrnunicat ion/ t ransporta-

t ion hardl . rare.  AI I  these objects are scarce, ul t imately due to

the f in i teness of  naturer So that they obey the pr inciple ' i f

you have more, I  have l -ess,  and vice versa' .  In that  sense they

are economic objects,  for  economics can be seen as the social

science discipl ine deal ing wi th how human beings produce, di-

str ibute,  and consume scarce objects (or wi th scarce componenls)

Then, there are c lear ly non-mater ia l -  sat isf iers,  and the

major example would be social  structures or arrangements.  But

i t  is  not  qui te as s imple as that.  To enjoy tcgeLherness, pro-

ximifv is nr=eded i f  oners needs are not met hv fe ler :omnrrninaf inn'vg u!vI I ,

fn enior;  
' lonp' t  i -^^^ rnhi  r -a l  d istanr-e marz nr^r f  hp a}-rqnlrr l .o ' l rzLU glrJUJ IVJI€I I l I€5J I  YCUYLaITI l -q!  eIo LqI luu r . rqJ I lvL !e

npr-Fqq.ar\ / -  i r r r i -  i I  iq he. lnfrr l  :nr ' l  r -er i -a in l rz qrr f f in ' ionF Inrnrr i r ' ]or lrsLJ,  r rvfplq! ,  

-L{L! !uf  

El I t  \vrvvlusu

one avoids te lecommunicat ion).  Both can be referred to as 'human

sett lement patterns'  and put in the category of  's t ructural
f , r r :haamonrcr .  BUt WhefeaS the fOfmef dOes nof reorr i  rg mUCh!  uYur!

geographical-  terr i tory,  the lat ter  docs, and geographical  terr i -

tory is scarce, given the f in i teness of  our globe. Hence, i f  I

benef j - t  f rom a ccrtain geographicar isolat- ion as a Norvrcgian,

-^-^r-^r ' '  ^r^^-  ' i  n fho dr,nqolw-nnntr la]_ed Nei.hrrr l :ndc in LlanaJUr[glUUy EI>c: ,  Ltr  urru uelrJLrJ pv|JufqLsu ,  I lL nul lg

Kong, mdy benef i t  less (but they may not def ine i t  as a pro-

blem; their  taste may be di f ferent)  .  Correspondingly vert ical-  and

]ror izontal  social  structur"=23 are social  arrangements ancl  as

such non-mater ia l ,  buL human bcings themselves being mater ia l  have

to have some kind of  mater ia l  embodiment.  Thus, al though a beta-
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structure involves relat ively few people,  i ts  hor izontal i ty

^^1" !^^ --Aninofnl  i f  thcv inforacf  wi th each othcr rela-uolI  u l l IJ  !E rr tgqlrr l ry!  u!  L L Lr ls) /  r1r  LUr q9 L

l . ' i rzolrr  f reatroni . ' l  r r  fnr  inql-Fn.o in fhn Fnrm nf h:rz inn man'Finao.urvL! j  r ruyuur lLrJ 7 r .v.r  r t r -LurruLt rv!rrr  ur  r lqvrrrY r i rEgLtrrY-t

and for meet ings to take place there has to be a physical  'some-

wlrcre ' ,  a house, a room, some pl-ace under a t ree.  And that some-

vrhere can also be used for some other purpose. There seems

always to be mater ia l -  constraints somev/here,  and hence some

opportuni ty costs.

Then, how woul-d one classi fy human bcings? I t  may be argued

that i t  is  not  my wife who is a "sat isf ierr"  but  her love, both

her capaci ty to love and to be loved, and that.  has to do with

some expression in her eyes, the tone of  her voice,  the feel ing

of vrhen we look at  a fu l l  Easter moon together.  I t  is  hard to

refer to al1 of  th is as mal-er j -a l ,  but  i t  certainly does obey the

pr inciplc that  " i f  I  have more of  i t ,  somebody else has less."

r+- m.\ /  ha nhig6lgf l  that  i f  T have more canar: i fv {-o lOVe Of tO

be loved, that  does not mean that sonebody else has to have

lcss of  e i ther,  and this may be very t rue and very important;

vef T mar. '  be l -eSS intefeSted in IOVe in danar: l  * l - r :n in IOVe in_1 ""

part icular.  That there is a scarci ty pr inciplc involved here,

most human beings who l ive and have l ived, and very much of

human l i terature can test i fy to.  fn short ,  there is some scarci-

ty in the non-mater ia l  sphere,  tco.

Does that mean t i ' rat  one sl ' rouId s inply c i ' ,e up this dist inc-

t ion? No, i t  is  Lerr ibJy i inportant as a rcmjnder,  and i ts val i -

d i ty does not stand or fa} l  wi th our abi l i t7 to c lar i fy i t

here and now. Nor is i t  so im;;ortant that  thc dist incl- ion is so

clear:  something l ike "a mater ia l  necd requircs for  i ts sat is-

fact ion c lear ly m.r tcr ia l  sat isf iers;  i f  thc sat isf iers are not,

or only 1:art ly mater ia l ,  the need should rather be secn as non-

mater ia l"  wi l l  do.  Thi-s,  however,  should not make us lose sight

of  thc type of  insr-gl ' r ts arr i -ved at  above as to hovr interrelated

t -hnco crf  n. '^ : ics arc because i t  lea<ls Ln d. . , -nnr i  nsirrhf  q,  i  n t -hoLU UULiTL! I t lJaYrrLJ ! r t  L l Ig

re lat ion betvreen nceds and sat isf  ier :s.

So much for that  d ist inct ion;  then the social  context  re-

f  erred J-n Fra-1tnnF I  r r  i  n f  l ra nrnnnr l  i  naLv ! !sy uluvuurrry >uct ion.  L ikg the needs
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the sat isf iers do not fa l l  f rom heaven, and they do not exj-st
f rom of erni  l - r r  J-n ol-arni  1-rz.  f  l rarz : ro nrnr i l rr !  vr l r  s Ls!rrr  Ly LL, c Lcr rrr  Ly ,  Lrrsy q!  s y:_uutrc€d in and by a socia]-

context  and are dependent on that context .  Since any social  con-

text  can be looked at  in at  least  two waysr dS a set  of  actors,

and as a structure,  i t  may make sense to dist inguish between

acfor-denendent and structure-denondon- i -  ar""d=.24 Thus, dD actor:-I  U I IS-\TJ.  ITIUJ,

dependent need would be one where the sat isfact ion depends on

the mot ivat ion and capaci ty of  some actor to meet or impede the

sat isfact ion;  a structure-dependent need would have the level

of  sat isfact ion more bui l t  into the social  structure i tsel f ,  as

an automat ic consequence, not dependent on the mot ivat ions and

capabi l i t ies of  part icurar actors.  To this could be added a
{-  h i  rA nat-arrsr t7.  n:  { - r r ro-r ionapdent.  FO1. SOCi a I  ana l , " rq i  s h6worzervt l '  r lquulg usyg 

' -Lr  r  . rvrrev e!  ,

\ . /e shal l -  take that one for granted and be more j -nterested in

how actors and structures,  in other vrords the social  context ,

impede or meet needs over and above vrhat nature y ietc ls.  An

earthquake ki l ls  and maims, but part icurarry in the lowcr

classes with the poorest  houses; a f loodwave hi ts and destroys,

but mostry those who f ive on the waterfront,  unprotected by ad-

eqrra te dans --as Lryo examplcs of  hovl  s t ructures work.

The fol lowing very tenrat ive typorogy, giv ing four crasses
^+ -^^ l -  

: -  ! -^^^r !L^ -rr  25\Jr  r rseLrb,  -Lb oased on the two dist inct ions made above:

rABLE 1

A TYPOLOGY OF' BASIC I IUI4AN NEEDS

I ' later ia I

Non-mater- ia l -

Dependcnt on
ac tors

SECURITY
(violence)

FREEDOM
(repression)

Dcpendcnt on
s tructures

WELFARE
(mi sery)

ID] iNT ITY
( a I  ienat ion )

I t  is  readi ly seen that the dist inct ion actor-dependent vs
structure-dependcnt is also highly problcmat ic.  Thus, take the
case of  secur i ty:  thcre is sonre mi l i tary ancl  pol ice hard.ware
that is rc lated to sccur i ty;  onc reason for cfassi fy ing i t  as
a mater ia l  need. No doubt insecur i ty may also stem from the
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evi l  mot ivat ions of  capable actors.  But then secur i ty may

also be highly structure-dependent,  be something provided for

t-- -  -  cfrrrnrrrra which makes the members more able to resist  anyU)/ q wl l lv i r  r t rur \er

attack,  v io lent l l '  and non-violent ly. 'o And insecur i ty may also

stem from structures,  e.g. ,  f rom exploi tat ive relat ions between

groups in general  and societ ies in part icular.  And then both

factors may be operat ing together,  ds they usual ly are:  the

structures produce the 'evi I '  actors,  and those actors make

use of  bacl  =at.r" tures.

Nevertheless,  the typology may ser\ /e as a rule of  thumb, dS

some kind of  guide, &t l -east  sensi t iz ing us to some problems in

connect ion wi th sat isf iers and need sat isfact ion.  When people

qfarrzo f  nr  inqt :nnn i  + - i  c r r -1r: ' l  - ' l  rz 
-n++rrJ Lurrve,  r  u + r  uruqr rJ rrv L t raceable to =a;or l ;

actors wi th a mot ivat ion to k i l l  through starvat ion (except

r r r r - i  nr  r  c i  ooo\ hr.r  l -n c1-r :UCtU1. eS diStf  ibUt ing the f  fUi tS Ofqulrr ly rJ-avt  r  

1- l

nature ancl  human procluct ion unevenly. ' /  The same appl ies to

al ienat ion:  i t  j -s general ly a non- intended rather than an

intended ef fect  of  the workings of  the social  context .  But

rr .nresq i  on i  s di f  f  er :ent :  at  least  the f  orms ref  lected in human

rights arc highly actor-dependent (al though also s t ructure-

condi t ioned).  In fact ,  the human r ights can bc seen as norms

d i ron. t -o j  h.z e^i^ h r '_ nrar l  . i -ar  q rrc d i_ntef  na]  bOdieS) tO SOmCvrrsuLsu 
: I  

rvrLLU \- . ) .  I  L l r  ! ! ,ur-  
_

l rorr  ar lar< l r t - ' r= l ' l  . '  nannlr  in Ct- \ /F1. nmenl: l  Ataor-rr | -  i r ro nnc. i  l - jn-c\
-  r -5UqIrJ l rEVIrr= al l  Yvvcl lu lLEl lLqI  t  q =uuLI iL" pub-LLIUII5, I

to the ef fect  that  they shal l  not  impede the freedom of their
)R

UILIZElIJ.

As ment ioned, the four types in Table 1 st-and for c lasses

of needs. For one ef for t  to spel l  them out in a way that may

bc part icular ly rc lcvatr t  for  r ich,  industr ia l izcd countr ies scc

next pagc. Sone conuncnts are necessary,  but  th is is not the

place to go into anlz c lct-ai l  .  F i rst  of  a l l ,  in l inc wi  t - i r  what-

has bcen said abovc: .e l thouqh i t  is  c la imcd that the f  our

classes of  needs have a cert-ain universal i ty about tht :m, th is

I ist  is  by no means a universal  l is t .  Simi lar  l is ts couLd be

imagined for other ty1>es of  need-subjects,  and evcn within the

cat-egory ' r ich industr ia l tzed counLr ies '  var iat ions wi l l  be t re-

ntendous. However,  as mcnt ioned: th is j -s not thc l is t ,  i t  is  one
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TABLE 2

A LIST OF BASTC HUMAN NEEDS-_AS WORKING HYPOTHESIS

Sat i -sf iers held to
be relevant in some

societ ies

SECURITY NEEDS (survival  needs) -  to avoid v io l_ence

-  against  indiv idual  v io lence (assau1t,  tor ture) IOLICE
- against  col- lect ive v io lence (wars,  internal ,  external)  MILITap.y

WELFARE NEEDS (suff ic iency needs) -  to avoid misery

-  Fa- nl f  r i  { -  i  an t r /^  { -  6r  r" i  r  c ' l  o-  ru l  t luLrJ- Lrut l ,  ,  ur , ,  
- -*€P

-  for  movenent,  excret ion
-  far  nrnlonl . inn r-- i^cf  a l jn-+^ anr; i rnr ,manfrv!  I / ruLsuL4Jl t  o9q!tr>L ut l luaLY, c l rvr !u lu l rg l lu

-  f  ar  nrnf  oa]-  i  66 
--- i  -c+ 

;  i  
-^  -^^agarnst ( ] rseases

-  €nr hv^!6^+1'^-  arai  nq, f  cxr-cssi  Ve Stf  a in

-  for  qar f  -axni-essi  on -  d i  a l  oeirre.  educat ion

fDENTIT"/  NEIEDS (needs for c loseness) -  16 avoid al ienat ion

FOOD, WATER, AIR

CLOTHES, SHELTER

MEDICAL TREATMENT

LABOR-SAVING DEVICES
SCHOOLING

JOBS

JOBS + LEISUR,E

RECREATION/ FA.\ ILY

RECREATION, FAMILY

RECREATION

PRIMARY GROUPS

SECONDARY GROUPS

POLITICAL ACTIVITY

NATURAL PARKS

RELIGTON, IDEOLOGY

-  far  cal f -ownroqqinn araal i rz i f .z r  ra 'z iq r^r , rL.
vr lyrvvvrvrrr \1rJ,

-  for  scl f -actuat ion,  for  real iz ing i lotent ia ls
-  f  ar  rua l  I  -ho i  na L 

-^- i  -^--  
i^ ' r

!er  ws!r  !s i - l lV t  l lq lJ l f  l lg>>, JU)

- fnr  ha ina acf  i , .^  
- - - l  

c. .1 ia^F!rry qvurVe ql IU ru!JssLf

nnf hoi  no naqs i r ra -  c l  i  pnf  .  o i -  iecLvr! ! r rut  
"-)

_ €nr ch:  l  I466p 
-- ,1 -^r . ,  ^vh^r i  ^n- . - : -  ano new exper lences

-  far  : f foef  ian lnrzo qpy. f r ianr ic qnorrqa n{: fu,vrr ,  rvv! ,  ,  
- - . -Spf lng

-  for  rooi :s,  beLongingness, support /  esteem:
associat ion wi th s imi lar  humans

- for  understanding social  forces;
for social  t ransparence

-  f  nr  n:rJ-narqh i  n ur i  th ne f  r r  re

-  for  a sense of  purpose, of  mcaning wrth l i fe;

c loseness to the t ranscendental ,  t ranspersonal

FREEDOM NEEDS (freedom to;  choj  ce,  opt ion) -  to avoi_d repression

- choice in receiv ing and ez.prcssing informat ion
COMMUNICATIOIJ

ancl  0prnl-on

- choice of  people and places to v is i t .  and be vis i t .ecl  TRANSPOIi .TATIOI 'J
-  choice in consciousness-format ion I ' IEETTNGS, MEDrA
- choice in mobi l izat ion ORGANIZATION, PARTIES

ELECTIONS- choice in confrontat ions
- choice of  occupat ion LABOR MARKET
- choice of  p lace to l ive MARRIAGIT MARKET
- choice of  spouse (supER_) MARKET
- choice of  goods,/services )
-  choice of  v/ay of  l i fe
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I is t  and can be used as a working hypothesis,  as a point  of

departure to see what k ind of  consequences fol low from that

nrr]_ i  nrr l  : r  nnrcnoct i  r r r :

As to the var ious comments that  can be made; the fo l low-

ing is suf f ic ient  for  thepresenLpurpose. The l is t  no doubt has

a l r iestern bias--and mav be of  some use as a check l isr .  ro
)q

dj-scuss problems of  Western societ ies.--  There is certainly no

-^^"-* !  i  ^-  .+at  the sat isf  iers to the r lohf  rea 1 i  r r  magl theo'>>ulLtPLl lJ l l  Ltro.u LI IC JaLrJrJ vrrL !sq! !y l t rs l

needs-- they nay do so in a way, up to a certain point .  The hy-

pothesis is that  they are held to meet the needs. I t  should

al-so be pointed out that  t .hese needs are posi ted;  there is no

systemat ic empir ical  research behind them. They are included

here as an example of  a need-set to faci l i tate discussions.

Such discussions have a tendency to becor,re over ly abstract  un-

less there are examples to refer to.  Thus, there is dcf in i te ly

no universal  pretense behind this l is t - - i f  i t  should be used as

a base l ine for  explor ing how societ ies funct ion,  i t  r^ /ould be

from the point  of  v j -ew of  th is need-set,  postulated from the

outside. Whether that  is  a meaningful  procedure can har:dly be

dor- i r r -od a nr inr i  Ono r , r : .2 nf  f  eql- i  ncr i  i  \ r7. ' \ r l ld l - ,e hrr  : ' l  qn 
-^rr \ / -

uuvruLu * t / -  t ' * l  ru vvvurv !s pI  qr-u vq! ! j

. i  
-a 

ar ' t -  # l - ra nnnnq i  J-o nr^coqq: eXn' l  nr i  n.r  Weste1. n SOC j  et ' /  bV mlanSLttY rrLruLl f t  rvurL uf  p)

of non-!{estern need- l is ts.  
3O 

So r , re le, l - , ,c i t ,  ' , , r i th t } - re hope that

i t  can st imulate a debate.

fs There a Hierarchy of  Necds?

In most l i tcrature about needs thcre is an expl ic i t  or  i rn-

pl ic i t  assumption of  a gencral  h ierarchy of  needs. Usual ly,

there is a dist inct ion putt ing somc of  thc "physlological"

or "animal"-- in general  very somat ic or mater ia l - -neecl  s at  the

bottom of the hierarchy, and mcntal  or  spir i tual  needs-- in our
11

terms ident i ty needs and freedom needs--higher.- '  The thesis

may be seen as an axiological  thcsis ( the higher needs are

higher in t i re u"n=** anoy arc Iess sharecl  wi th animals,  for

insi-ance) ,  as an cmpir ical-  thcsis ( the lowcr needs arc pursucd,

in f  act)  ,  or  as a norntat ive t l - resis ( the lower neecls should be
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sat isf ied f i rst  before at tent ion is given to the higher needs) .

Any such thesis is dangerous because i t  l imi ts the range of

possibi l i t ies that  should be opened by any good theory of  needs.

As such these theses const i tute threats not only to cul tural

diversi ty but also to human diversi ty wi th in cul tures,  and

throughout any indiv idual  human bcing's l i fe cycIe.  Thus, the

idea that non-mater ia l  needs are "hlgher" than mater ia l  needs

can be seen as a way of  legi t imiz ing thc posi t ion gi . . ren to in-

te l lectuals in many societ ies,  and to ascet i -cs as sacred or

holrz in qrrmp qor- io]- ioq- nroqrrmair ' l  rz qnF-i : r l iefq.)r  eno?ir ' l  i ry innr rur]  f l r  
-vrLrs 

Jvuf gursJ,  
I , !sDqrrLqurJ Dysuf ur lJuJ v!  pt /LLlo! ILLIL9

in non-mater ia l  needs. As such their  l ives seem to be bui l t

- -^"^ ' ' :  1^r-1-^-  needq -  shorr ld that  nOt alsn oirze r i  qe f  n a hicrharQluul lu l I Iyr lg!  r lLUvJ t  J l lvu!u Lt lqL 1]vL q!JV yrv g t IJE LU A r l ly l rCl

noqif  ion" ( l 'he lat . ter  not  n. 'c t rssar i  lv  m.:  laf  er ia l  lv.  \ - . ,e racrer nor r . -_- . '  . . ._anl-ng a more 1. .*__r

ror.Tarr lar l  nnci  l i6n-- i_ntel leCtUaIS alSO Seem tO get that--bUt a
?-)

posi t ion of  part icular esteem) .  "  As theor ies about needs are

more I  i  ke ' l  v  to be f  ormulated hrz ' i  nf  e l  I  cr : t r ra ' l  s  l -han hw non- j_n-

tel lectuals,  the point  is  worth consider ing,  €.9. ,  as ref lected

r-n ut .opras.

This does not apply so much to the hierarchi ' thesis as an

amnir jnr I  t .hagig.  i f  i t  Can be aSCertainecl  emn. i  r . i  r -aI Iv thatLf l l ' / ! !  r9qaf 
]

people in fact  do pursue mater ia l  neecls f r rst  and then non-

mater ia l  ones, even under condi  t i  ons ' , , rhere they cannot be said

to be forced to do so, then this is an i rnportant considerat ion.

Hovrever,  the basic point  would be that as an empir ical  thesis

this is certainly not a general ly val id rule about human behav-

ior .  People are wi l l ing to suf fer  both v io lence and misery-- in-

c luding the sacr i f icc of  their  own f ives-- in strugglcs for  ic lctr-

t i ty  and freedom. I ,^Jhat is a gcneraf  ru lc might be t l - re possibi l -

i ty  that  the thesis is val ic l  at  an extrc i r re ly low leySl _gE_mglc-
r ia l  s;r t is f  act ion:  t -hat  in ut ter  depr i . , ,at ion (hunger to the

point  of  starving, th i rst ,  cxposure to pain int l ic tcd by nature

or by human beings, nob pcrmit ted excret ion or basic sani ta-

t ion,  no possibi l i ty  o i  movint ;  ,  suf  f  oceLion, "st .arv in,J "  Ior  scx)
nr i  r r r i  t  i  oc i ra Cleaf .  TheSe a1. e thC Caseq wherc,  f  hr .  pOithet
r -  

*"*  LrrL uqJcJ wf rE! g LlrL- gL

"animal beha'"r ior"  i -s of  ten appl ied--and ref  erence is made to

extreme bchavior undcr,  for  insL.ancc, conccntrat ion camp si tua-
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There is no denial  that  a rock-bottom basic physiology of

human beings exists which--under what v/e are used to seeing as

e>:treme si tuat ions--would seem to steer completely human be-

]ravicr .  But th is is not th.  same as sayrngt

(1) that  a l l  human beinqs f i rst  pursue the sat isfact j -on of !1-^^^
LIIgJE

atten-needs to a maximgm, or at  least  very f .ar ,  before any

t ion is given to other needs; under al l  c i rcumstances;

(2) that  other needs, "non-mater ia l  neeis,  "  cannot be given

immediate at tent ion at  least  af ter  extreme mater ia l  depr iva-

t ion has been overcome; or that  they are not there al l  the

t ime or l -y that  they are ovcrshadowed by the act iv i t .y to over-

come mater ia l  depr ivat ion;  nor

(3) that  a l l  hunan beings have the same mlnglgm borders,  the

sane f loors v ihere depr ivatron is concerned. I t  is  assumed

that some cul tures and some indiv iduals can stand physiolog-

ical  depr ivat ion much better than others,  that  the thre-

sholds are nLuch lower,  in other words,  whether th is is the

resul t  of  conscrous training and pract ice or rot .34

f t  is  the normat ive thesis that  is  the most dangerous one

as seen from diversi ty.  In thrs thesis a presuned empir ical

regular i ty is elev.r ted Lo the status of  a norn wi th co; ls ider-

able pol i t ical  inpl  LCf,c ions.  I t ' ; rat  iL says is ,  in fact ,  that

concrete pol ic ies and strategies,  both on the indiv idual  and

col lect ive levels,  should be oi :c lered in t ime sequent ia l ly  so

as to give f i rst  pr ior iby to the sat isfact ion of  matr : r ia l -

nced:; ,  and Lheq the t ime may corne for non-maherial  n, :eds.  fn

of hr,r  wnrr iq.  thc normaLi vc f  l rec iq mav sr.r \ / r r  ; rq.  i7 r \ r ( '  rext  fort  u]  I  v

dcl ibc: :ate inat tent ion given to non-mater ia l  necds, c la iming

Lhat " t imc is noL yct  r ipc-"  Both indiv idual Iy and col lect ivcly,

th is may serve as a basis for  indef in i te postponemcnL: the

indiv idual  may alwal '5 fecl  t i - rat  there are some matcr ia l  nceds

not yet  suf f lc ientJ-y s.r t rsf ied;  in thc col lect iv i ty there wi l l

d l"ra1's i - re sorr ,c indiv iduals whosc mater ia l  needs have not becn

suff ic ientry sat isfred. Again,  i t  shoulc l  be repeatecl  that  at

t t ' ic  level  of  e>:treme depi : ivat ion t l -Lcrc vrould be no i j i f  f  icul tv
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accept ing the thes j -s as one indica L. ing short- t ime pr ior i t ies ;

the di f f icul ty is wi th the longer run. And here there are two

nroblems: f i rs i -  o iven the number of  mater ia i  needs that could

he I  i  c . f  p6 anrr  ^:  \ , - .n l -  r - rn  ̂ , . , rnber of  members in Col lecr-_irr i t ies such!c f IJLgq, qIrU 
YIVEIT u119 l lu

as nat ions or countr ies,  the t ime needeo to arr ive at  anything

l ike fu l l  sat isfact ion of  materral  needs f i rst  is  1ong indeed;

the assumption then being that for  th is cnt i re per iod non-

mater ia l  needs wi l l  not  be at tended to.

In pract ice th is wi l l  serve as a carte blanche for the

1- rzna nf  n^l  - i  
- . i  

^d 
f  l - ,  r f  n i  

- r -  
r -  c l r rar : : t1_ r ]a '  q.o

-r"--  - rc> 
LrraL rL,r \ j r -L :qg!  -  - -""*ar '  

"*  
Cconomic

r^ro l€rro .hrr . r -  af  f  hr .  exnense Of COnSidef able amOUntS Of al iena-
' ,9!rqlv '

. | -  inn :n j  rArrr . \ - - i^-  I rmnran66-17 rel  ief  a)r ' tFrAl-  inn< FhaL!vrr  qr tu rc ' / !eSSI() f I  .  l l l l l t j !9Li , reY !srrc!  vPurrrurvrrJ,  Lrrc SOUp

k' i  f r -hc 'ne- r ioht  af ter  natural  and social  ca. t_aqfronheq, ArF onnd
I  

-LY

exannles of  hOw this can be done l -n a v lav whir-}r  in f 'he lono rn ' ' r

v/ould be highly af  ienat ing :  people are i i te:  aI  -1 '  sr)etr l : ;n; t  red;

the," ,  aro af  j -  ho ro-airr i  nn end Of a Chain O: dCCiSiOnS ander lv l  vvvtvrrr)

^^r ' :  ̂ *^  *^L f  ho srrhier: f  of  L i te-r  o ' , . , 'n icu-d s: l t ts i :c-_ir-r  ( . fvr-err j -
AULI\J l t>,  I IUL L! .u JL+rJUvu vI  L l rqL! V"1i  r IU!_U:JUIJ-;L! iL- i  \E !E. iu

for  the c i rcumstance that manv of  the t r rcks anC efforts to

cheal-  that  take place even Curing such samari tan act i - r i t ies

--much l ike j -n schools--may be interpreted as an ef for t  to get

out of  the status as receiver and cl ient  and into a status as

act ing conscious subject  again,  less a. l - ienatcd b1'  Ehe structurc)

Zoological  g;rrdens and morc L,enign conccntrat ion camps are

examples of  how mater ia l  needs can be sat isf ied in a way com-
p1.: fn ' l rz r . . \ 'n l ) , - r t ib le WiLl f  a l ienatfOl l  and fpr)rr 's ; . : ' i  on- Thn l r i ,>rrrc l .vwrul t  l rqurvrt  LJJrul t .  - r  r1,-  . t rs!uau-- l

! I -^^ i^ ^rrve to lcgi t imize the construct ion of  societ iesLr lu>a> l t toy >E! vu L\J ruYrur lLtrau Ll lu uvl l -

th.rL c le facto arc zoological  gardctrs ' r r r i t  I . .Lr t ;c.")  i \ : rd t - l tc  proL-

l -cnr here is not only that  non-maLcr j -a l -  needs arc put f  o,rcr

do'" . rn on the nr ior i tw I  i  s t  I t  is  a lso that the strLtc lurcs t l - rat

have been used in order to sat isfy only mater ia l  needs may l -ater

stand in the vJay of  sat isfact ion of  non-mater ia l  nceds, They

mA\/ f  rer t 'z .o social  act ion i -nto nntf  r ) rns nF hicrh lnrzrr l  n, l l r l r r r - ' r i , l ' j  -i /u u uv! .^r

isn- mlf  i r r r l  
^ t )J '  

r - - ,F qnninl-rr! - f r : r ,  r r rarrLlrv u*-  -  a pcrrnal tent  cnterqcncy opcrat ion,  not

to say a zoological-  garclen or concentrat ion camp.

But that  does not mean that thc opposi te str .etegy i_s any

better:  to put f reedom and ident i ty or non-mat-er ia l  needs in
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gcneral  h igher or even highest on the l is t  of  pr ior i t ies.  Trans-

lated into a pol i t ical  program what th is means in pract ice is

a considerable range of  opt ions for those who have their  mater ia l

needs sat isf ied to expand even further,  adding more and more

mater ia l  "needs" and ever higher Ierzels of  sat isfact ion,  legi t imiz-
' : ' . -  !1- i^  ^^r iJn under such banners as " f reedom" ( to choose con-r t rY LrI IJ auLt\

^^^r^ for  instance) and " iCent i ty"  (wi th consumer goods).J qlrrg!  
Y uvuJ ,

To this i t  may be objected that in doing so thcy are in fact  not

^ ' . -^. '  :  *^ h^h-nater ia l  needs, they are only adding to "having, "vur Durrr l j  l tv l l  r i lq Lgr !qr  r lsgui

ary^h :{-  f  ' ] - rn 6vnanca nF l l l - ro i  nn t t  JO
sv cr l  qL Lr ls sAPgrtJs v!  ugr l tY .

I f  need theory is to have any purposc or posi t ive pol i t ical

funct ion in contemporary society i t  shoufd be to serve as a

basis for  reveal ing such social  malconstruct ions or cases of

ma lc level  onment and to indicate other nossibi l i t ies.  A s,or- i  et-  ' r
!1--r  - i  -  

. i  
^^-^- l - - l  ^  ^F ^- i . , - i  -^  

r ! ra*+l  ^^ t^tnat  rs r11CO.peurE \J-  yrv rrrv aLLcrrL-LUrr Lu non-mater ia l  needs, of

a society Lhat is incapable of  g iv ing at tent ion to mater ia l

needs for the masses of  the populat ion,  may be acceptable or

nnmnat i  h l  o r . , i  lLt  theor ies of  h istor ical  processes that def ine!JJUJ art-a^_

thcm as inescapable,  necessary stages of  c leveloprnent.  r '  f  n the

name of such theor ies any kind of  cr ime can be defended, and

any kind of  a l leged pr iv i lege can be legi t imized as "histor ical

nA.. t raqc. i f  r r"  arr  Aq. " f  hrr  nn' l  r r  h i  qf  r ' : r ' i r -a l  n^eeihi  I  i t - r r  >+ f  l - ' i  c  cr_rnnrruuuJJfuj  qr  rvur l /vJDrlr l rLy qL Ll i . I> 5Lo.yg

^E l^. .^r^- ' -^- .L. t t
\Jr  L lcvcruPrucr l

A theory of  needs should serve as a basis for  a r ich image

of human belngs and demarrd of  social  construct ions that they

rocnacl-  l_hic r iChness. That,  in tUrn,  ROy afSO Serve aS a baSiS

for  commit t ing cr imes: t i re " image" conceived of  e lsewnere may
]^ 'o €artar l  l ,non Others Or Used aS a pretext  tO UpSet Or thwart*I i !

the i r  sense of  pr ior i ty.  Hence, the . r rgument i_s not against

hrrr i  na nr i  nr i , t ies in concrcte s i tuat ions --  a1l  of  us have --

but against  any theory of  needs th.r t  t r : ies to univers.r l ize the

pr ior i t ies,  f  ree zrng l -hern into a general  law, thereby decreas-

ing the divcrsi ty.  Moreover,  the thcory of  needs should arso

ser\ /e as a check- l - is t ,  as a warning of  possible basic problems

that may ensuc i f  pr ior i t ics are or:ganized in such a way that

important c lasses of  basic needs are pushed into the background
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fnr  I  r rao q6a{-  i  nnc! \JI  rO-YE JgU UIUI l -

of t ime. What k ind

an open quest ion.

J- l ro cna i  or .z .nd f  Of COnSidera h ' l  e nor i  nd qevrrrrvs!qvrs lJu!  I9uJ

set of  needs can serve this purp, tse is

Finalry,  some words si rould be said i f  not  in defei-rse of  ,
at  least  as an ef for t  to explain the popular i ty of  the hierarchy

thesis.  Confronted with any rela*- ive17 r ich l isL of  ne, :ds,  the

task of  moving forvrard looks so formidable.  V/hen the needs are

ordered in terms of  pr ior i t ies,  h ierarchical ty,  the ta.sk of

t ry ing to meet those at  the top nalz look less formidab- e.  In

today's pract ice the needs at  tne top in the sense of  i ' laving

top pr ior i ty--usual ly the mater ia l  needs--are those th,r t  render

themselves best to adminisLrat ion and management by th, :  e l i tes

already in power.  Higher at tent ion given to "se1f-rel i . rnce,"

which is one way of  expressing a range of  wel fare and _rdent i ty

needs ,  v iould run direct ly against  the-.  r  posi  t ion;  the r ;amc would

apply to l reedom (meaning by that,  of  course, a cr i t ic i r l  and

conscious choice,  not a "choice" manipulated by intel l<:ctual ,

commercial ,  and pol i t ical  e l i tes).  Thus, the hierarchy thesi-s

may serve status quo purposes, part icular ly in a st : :uc,-ural

sense. On the other hand, i t  s i rould not be denied that the

hierarchy thesis may also serve to give much more a+-tent ion to

the mater ia l  deprrvat ion so prcval  ent  in the vror lc l  at  -  arge and

that i t  has served to bui ld a cer: ta in consensus anong l )eople and

groups that otherwise miEht have remained inact ive becaLuse of

c l i -sagreement about non-mater ia i  needs and how to meet t -h"r .3B

' l 'he nosi  t iotr  taken hcre v louIC be ono of  a\ /o id i  n. tr r rc l rurrLlUl l  Ldj . \e l l  I lUte V/U|JICi  IJe UJI.-  any

sbui l t - in hj-erarchizat ion of  neecls.  Indiv iduaf s and gr()ups vr i l_ l

havc thej . r  pr ior i t ies and indeed their  own concept ions of

necds. Thr:  purpose of  necd thcory would bc to inspirc thcnr into

av/areness, not to stcer and direct  them into r ,vel l -structurer l

nced sets.  In th is there is,  of  course, no denial  that  not

f : \ . r r - l f  \ , /Fhi  nrr  i  c  
^Ace 

i  ] -1n fnr  -*"1 ^J ' -  ^+ -a\ /  J-  i  ma Qnon1- 'LV ur 
- /  

Lrr{ l r rq r)  POSSIIJIC -LUI dI IyI)(-)(Jy c iL dI . ;  
- lCLSm

about theor ies l imi t ing the t :ange of  the "histor ical ly Dossible"

is not thc samc as a posi t ion c la i r l ing thet  evcrything is

possible;  i t  is  less histor icalry determinist .  A major purpose

of developnent theory and pract ice woulc l  have to be to expand

of

of
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Lhe range of  the possible,  and thj-s is better served by non-

hj_erarchical  than by hierarchical  need sets where the pr ior i t ies

are universal ly given in advance. PeopIe should work out their

own pr ior i t ies,  and the sel- f - rcLiant oncs wi l l  a lways have the

couraqe to do so in dialogue with others.

Needs and Westernizat ion:  Ten Problem Areas

After th is prel iminary explorat ion,  an ef for t  wi l l  now be

made to go more into depth.  The basic assumption vr i l l  be that

human beings do have needs, that  there is sucl t  a th ing as basic

dis integrat ion or pathology that shovrs up at  indirr idual /personal

or societal  levels,  or  both,  i f  and when needs are not met (one

would,  of  course, have to add to th is assut iLpt icns about the

range of  neecis,  the c legree to vrhich thel '  are not met,  the }ength

of t ime, the number of  people involved, etc.) .  Above, the expres-

sion "human beings" is used; tnus the assumption is seen as

universal .  On the other hand i t  does not say very much: needs

arp nol-  snec. i  f ipr1 -  nofhino is saic l  in nreCise terms aLOUt thccr!u rruL Jyuv ,  LLv

breaking points where thc pathologies ' , r i  11 s Lart  devcloping .

Nevertheless,  there is a posi t ion taken: hunatr  beings are not

inf  j -n i te ly mal Leable.  We do have goal  s ,  son-,e of  then +'ake the

form of basic hurnan needs of  vrhrch the indiv idual  mai 'be more or

fess aware. Those basic hunan needs di f fer  beLween indiv iduals

and groups ancl  vary ove r  L ime; thcy arc mal lcablc ( : r lc i rough not

inf in i te ly so) ,  but  once they are suf f lc ient l f  internar l ized j -n

a human being that indiv idual  is  no longci :  nal leable wi thout

considerablc r isk.  Insidc him or her/  mol:c or Iess consciously,

some sort  of  reckoning takes place; sat isfact ion/dissat isfact ion

js the term used for that .  Thus the thcorz of  social izat ion v; i I I

have to play a fundamental  ro le for  any t .heory of  needs unless

that conccpt is reduced to a physiological  level  held to be so-

cial j -zat ion- indcpendcnt (and hcnce culLurc- independcnt)  .  And i t

ra ises the problcm Lhat pcoplc nra. / /  bc social izcd inLo try ing to

sat isfy some needs that v i i - I l  s t -and in thc way of  their  own sat-

isfact j -on of  some other needs, or in the way of  others t ry inc;  to
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sat isfy theirs-- these others being present or future genera-

J- i  nnc CnnqA.frranf l  "  +ha +-1- 'corw of  r -nnf I  iCt  iS alSO aI.  OUnd theuIvlrJ.  vvr lJeY ,  Lrrv ua.gv!J v!  evrr !  !

a.nrnAr nf  An\7 1_ honrrz Of nepJ ^- ! . . i  ^ , . r  -  r ' l  rz i  F 
^no 

i  q an:rnjr . i  nnLrrEv!-y v-  l rscu> t  L/aL uruurct !  rJ r !  v l re rJ bE:d.r  u l I_LI  j .Y

for  those patterns of  development (meaning meet ing basic human

needs) that  are not at  the expense of  others.

What we shal l  now try is to develop some idcas about the

relat ion between this very broad concept of  needs on the one hand

and something referred to as " lVesterntzaLion" on the other.

Westernizat ion,  then, is seen as a process that shapes anything

in a certain direct ion,  a t r r /estern direct ion.  I t  is  seen as a so-

cial  code that leaves i ts impr int  on whatever comes i ts way,

transforming i t  so that  the resul t  i -s compat ib le wi th the code.
l ' lahrrc rho aaFa r . r ' i  ' l  I  :nnonf and nrndttr-o r-ef  f  a i  n tvnes Of teChnO-,  ur ]v Ll , l /uJ

logy and reject  others as incompat ib le.  The problem is what

happens, or can be expected to happen, to the not ion of  needs

r. ,han ovnaeor l  tO WeSternizat iOn. TO haVe anything tO Say abOUtu rrJ errrr lY Lv o,a 

o

that ,  the concept of  "Western code" has to be def ined."-

To do this i t  is  suf f ic ient  for  the present purpose to

spel l  i t  out ,  not  to just i fy the way i t  is  s l le l leo out.  I t  is

assurned that the code is expressed part ly as some general

assumptions about how the world in gcneral  and human relat ions

in part icular are organized and how theT evolrze--referred to as

the social  cosnLol  oqy_--and some more speci f  ic  ideas about so-

cial  structure.  To descr ibc the coc- le t i ro short  l is ts wi t f i  f  ive

points on eaci-r  wi l - l  be usod,40

/1
l ;
i-

Thc Western social  cosmofoqV is character izcd by:

(1 )  A l {cstcrn-ccntcrc-d,  univers"r l is t ,  concept ion

(2) A uni l inear,  prescnt-ccnterr- .d,  conccpt ion of

(3) An analyt ic rather than hol ist ic concept ion o

epi  s temo logy

(4) A man-over-man concept ion of  huntan relat ions

(5) A man-ovcr-nature conccpt ion of  re l_at ions to

Tire Western social-  structure is character ized brr :

n€ qnAaF

t i-rne

f

nature

(6) A vert ical  d iv is ion of  Iabor favor inq t i re center
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(1\  A nnndi l - innina . \ f
\  I  I  n uvlrul  u lvrrr f r :

(  B )  Ma ro i  na' l  i  zat i -on :\  " /

and outside

(9) Fragmentat ion:  separat ion of  indiv iduals f rom each

other

(1O) Segimentat- ion:  separat ion insiCe indiv idual-s.

Further explanat ion wi l l  be given in connect ion wj- th the discus-

sion of  the var ious nced conccpts.  Let  iL only be stated again

that th is is an ef for t  to separate a general  theory of  needs

from Western "perversions" that  tend to s lant  the ccncept,  1n-

^1" ' r  ;  ̂ ^  +tr '^  ^r i t ic ism of the concept,  in speci f  ic  d i rect ionsvIuul I IY uI Ig u!  r  uru!rrLL v!  Lrre vvrrvulJt t  r l t  

a1

that  are compat ib le wj- th the Western code. ' '  Thus, the posi t ion

taken is that  much of  what has been done, both in theory and in

pract ice,  in the f ie ld of  needs so far bears an unmistakable
-W"=t" tn 

rmprint ;  the f  o l lovr ing is an ef  f  or t  to help ident i fy

that impr int .  But the posi t ion is not that  the concept of  nced

i tsel f  is  Western--as pointed out abotre.  I^ lhat  belongs to a

more general  concept and what to a Weslern speci f icat ion is a

f ie ld of  research under the general  heading of  "needs" and of

i  ncro:qi  na q i  -* i  € i  ^-*9rrr !auqlrus q) Western power exercised from the l {est

(vrhich is not the same as the Western code, that  may be imple-

rnented from other centers than the tradi t ional  h 'estern ones) is
A)

vraninq. --  To clo th is wc sh.r l l  prr- ,cecd onc by one on the l is t

of  ten,  above, ancl  t ry to c- i ra ' r ;  sonc kind of  c lemarcat ion l ine

bet '*reen the Western and the general .  I t  is  not  important that

the l ine is sharp nor that  i t  is  Eeneral ly agreed upon; what

mattcrs is the ef for t  and the consciousness about the problem.

(1) A biest t r r r -Centerecl  ,  Urt i .vcr: ;aI ist-  Ccnc:r : i ; t j  on of  Sp.rcc:

Givcn thc tendcncy in the Wcst to see i tsel f  as univcrsal ly

val id,  as modcls to be imitated, and in addi t ion to promote and

inst i tut ional izc proccsscS 611; lpat ing f rom tr{estcrn centcrs,  pcn-

etrat ing 311 over thc wor ld (at-  least  to the level  of  the

el i tes) implant ing the Westcrn code, i t  is  obvious hovr the

West wi l l  make use of  a basic human needs approach. The f i rst

f  h e nor i  nherv hv th e r :ent  eI .I  " l

a div is ion between a social  inside
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step wi l l  be to establ ish a l is t  of  needs so that i t  can serve

as a basis for  a universal  concept ion of  man. Leaving aside

whether such l is ts are meaningful  at  a1I ,  the l is ts emanat ing

from bhe l iest  wi l l  have a Western s lant,  me'aning that i f  people

attempt to meet these needs al l  o\" /er  the vror ld f  ewcr changes

vr i l l  be needed or expected in t -he h 'est  than elsewhere. t r^ ihether

consci  onsl . . r  or  nnJ- q.)mF r . r r  m^n'r  of  t l re nceds wi l l  be Western

needs with universal  pretensions, thc l iest  thereby being bui l " t

into other countr ies as a modef.  Given t l re power of  the West

to inst i tut ional- i  ze and implement i ts concept j -ons ,  not  the

Ieast through intergovernmenta]  (and other internat ional)  or-

ganizat ions,  th is is not an abstract  e i :erc ise;  i t  becomes pol1-

t ical  real i ty.  Thus, the West may makc use of  such l ls ts,  wl th

universal  pretensions legi t imized through UN and UN-related

resoLut ions,  to exercise pressure on other countr ies to con-

form and become more compat ib le wi th mocle]s f rom the WesL.43

The f  i rst  answer to th is point-  is  s i r , ' ;1c enough: instead

of universal  l is ts of  needs, st imulate r-hc search io: :  part icul-

ar l is ts.  The ul t imate in part icular i t - . . ,  - , ,ouIc1 be onc incl iv ic iual ,

here and now. However,  i t  is  cJ€11 c:ra.  l l ' . .  ass' . r -" ieC that there j -s

suff ic i -ent  over lap betv. 'een indrviduais over some intervals in

t ime and some distance 1n space trof-  to have to disaggregate to

that e;<tent.  But what,  then, j .  s the uni i -  of  aggregat ion suf f  i -

c lent ly homogeneous to posi t  i ts  goals in the form of ics l is t

of  vrhat for  i t  is  basic human needs--or at  least  to posi t  sone

of thr . i  r  croal  s in such terms? The honest answer vrould nrnlr :ht ' r
lJLVtJspLl

havc to be that we simply do not knovr;  n iuch empir ical  rcse.rrc l ' r

vrould be needed. Bu1- i f  we assume that there are tvro roots of

human needs, one physiological  ancl  one cul tural ,  t ransrni t ted

through the social izat i -on process, no doubt in j .nteract ion wi th

each ot l ' rer ,  then a f ru i t fu l  point  of  dcparture mighl_ be to

think in tcrms of  groups that,  grosso modo, are physiologjcal ly

in the same si tuat ion (as to underconsumption, adcrquacy, or

overconsumptron) and groups that belong to thc same cul turc.44

Neit i ter  approach would lead to the nat ion or thc count.ry as t l rc

group to formulate suf  f  ic ient ly homo.Jenous neecls.  Nei t .her woulc l
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ref lect  the c lass di f ferences usual ly mirrored in substant ia l

d i f ferences where physiological  adequacy is concerned, whereas

cul tures might also cut  across c lasses and even uni te nat ions

and countr ies i f  they belong to the same cul tural  area. I t

should also be noted that both cr i ter ia have to be appl ied,

not only one of  thcm. A need-hor. togcnous group would be scattered
4q

aI l  over ' " - -hence, i t  would not necessar i ly  be a pol- i t ical  actor

But th is 1s only a f i rst  ansv/er;  i t  ieads to qui te a lot  of

quest ions.  One cr i ter ion of  the f ru i t fu lness of  the needs ap-

proaclr  j -s whether these quest ions are f ru i t fu l  quest ions;  the

claim is that  they are.  So, imagine that we have a nurnber of

such need-1ists,  a set  of  need-sets,  the best possible expres-

sion of  the goals of  humankind in such t . r*=.46 Where do we
qf:nd fhon?

,  srrglr .

f  i rst  of  a l l ,  vre asslune that the l is ts di f  f  er ;  and that

some, but only some of the l is ts are Western.  This would give

us a basis for  an intportant dist i -nct ion beLween "universdl"  and

"univers aI  using the t r l 'es t  as a basis .  "  A re ject ion of  the lat tcr

as undesirable/ impossible j -s not the same as a reject ion of  the

former.  Thus, f rom a set of  need-sets there are at  least  three

ways in which some kind of  non- l festern unirrer:sal ism might devel-

op. I t  is  possible;  vrhether i t  is  desirable is another quest ion.

The three methods can be descr ibed as through intersect ion,

r rn ian rnr l  
-hql-rar- f - inn 

rAq.116l-1_ i r rn l rzUllAVl l ,  CIIU OUJL!qUUfVI l ,  lcJ lJUeuf vurJ.

f [ougth int" tsect ion.  The f  i rst  and obvious quest ion to ask

vrould be whet l - rer  thesc l is ts do not to some extent over lap.  As

the number of  L ists incrcases the ovcr lap wi l l . r t  least  not in-

crease, but i t  may st i l l  br :  non-zero.  Given the f  act  that  human

beings have certain s imi lar i t ics pl tysiological ly spcaking and

that human socict , ics also h. i - .ze ccrtain s imi lar i i , i -es,  a unlver-

Far minimum would be expectcd. To the object lon that i t  mighi :  be

" t r iv ia l"  the ansv/er would ,  af  coursc,  be that al thouclh t r iv ia l

f rom an intel lectual  point  of  v ievr i t  is  far  f rom tr iv ia l  f rom

a human point  of  v iew, part icular ly for  thosc for whcm these

needs are not met.  rncidental ly,  i t  should not be assurned, that

the over lap or intersect ion would onl-y contain mater ia l  neecls.
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Thus, i t  would be surpr is ing i f  something l ike a "need to be

Ioved/esteemed" would not enter into th is minimum, and the same

might appl) ' to a "need for a sense of  meaning vr i th l i fe."  There

might also be several  necds classi f ied as mater ia l  in one con-

text  (because of  the heavy load of  mater ia l  sat isf iers)  that

would not be included i -n the minimum. However,  such speculat ions

about the content of  the minimum without being guided by empir i -

cal  research are rather fut i le.

Through union. This woulc l  be the opposi te approachf jo in inE

al l  l is ts together and seeing t .he jo int  l is t  as an expression of

human needs because human beings some'. . rhere (and, one might aCd,

at  some t ime) perceived them that vra\r .  As the number of  l - is ts

increases the union wi l l  at  least  not decre3se, but for  each ne'nr

f  ic f  
^-o 

m-i  nht  evne3t qr- \ re SOf t  Of dimini  chi  nn ro.1- l l rn in tefms

of nev; needs to be added to the pool ,  in other words a conver-

gence tovrards a universer l  maximum. But in what sense v;ould that

be universal? l lhat  does i t  matter to mc, as a Nor i ;egian, ' - i rat

somebody f  rorn Rrrranda posi ts a need to die vzi th diEni t i ' ,  . ind

v-r i  1-h nrclc l r -n\ / -  on a 1istZ47 f  t  does matter the mone nt  we assune
-Y'")v ' ' '1 |

a certain cof i rmunal i ty among human beings. I  as a Norwegian

might never have thought of  that ,  anci  e\-r- jn ai tcr  i t  has been

brought to my at tent ion,  f  miEht put jL vcry low on m1'I ist  of

pr ior i t ies.  But even sor I  mighc sense that i t  p lays some role,

and i t  might help me undcrstand m7 own problcms and that of  m7

socicty better becausc I  might start  asking wh)z wc do not givc

more at tent ion to i t ,  and vrhet l -Ler i t  migl-r t  not  be worth-whi le

doinq so.

In other v lords,  I  woulct  assumc that there is somethinq of

a Rwandan even in a Norwegian4B--otd t r""-** . r ' - - . lna atr"a 
"*

might learn f rom each other throuqh a conscious proccss of  in-

crcasing understanding. Thus, Lhc assumpt. jon would certainly not

be that cul turcs are f ixed and immutable--nobody vrould stand for

a thesis l ike that--br-r t  that  they can inspirc cach othcr.  st i l l ,

grven the union of  nccd-sets,  i t  is  obvious that cach group

woul-d di f  f  er  t rcmendously in t l - re vreight (not thc sane as pr ior i -
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each need. The new idea brought in

rvould be that th is should be a con-

O,1 weight ing (does not bclong to

of old habi t  and low level  of  con-

Through abstract ion.  Tmagine wc compare Lwo needs-sets and

f j -nd something that can be translateC into "need for a minimum

of 2600 cal  per day" on one and "need for a minimum of 1600 cal

per day" on the other.  Does this mean that the needs are di f fer-

ent and not over lapping? Does i t  mean that both are expressions

of human needs, in other words,  that  nei ther beLongs to a uni-

versal  minimun ( intersect ion) but that  both belong to a univer-

sal  maximum (union) ? The answer seems to be no to the former and

veq 1.o the laf fer-  C)ne mioht abstract  f rom the two formulat ionsY UJ

]  r r . .a for  something for which food (calor ies) are held to be a

sat isf ier .  Thus formulated i t  vzould c lear ly enter the intersec-

t ion.  At  the same t ime the tv"o more concrete /  more speci f ic  ex-

pressions might lead to obvious ref lect ions in the ot i -Ler gror- lp

about possible over-consumption and under-consumptron, respec-

I  i  r ra l  r r  n:r l -  i  r : r r  I  ar l  r -z As theSe af  e f  OfrnUIat iOnS abOUt needS ,  nOt9rv g+J 
,

abcut factual  consumption.

The step from quant i t ies of  sat isf ier  to a more general

need for food (calor ies) was not much in terms of  abstract ion,

so consic ler  another example :  a "need to move at  least  t r , ' r ice a
t l  16^- 'n, .1-r^--1 1-,-yc,q!  \ !v!r .LurqLEu pt  q , , - , ' .dd group) r  a "need to st . lY at  t l te saJT1c

place f  or  at  least .  tv/o generat ions" ( formulatecl  by a more seden-

tary group) .  Looking at  them, one might draw the corrc lusion that.

place of  residence matters,  and that people want to bc able to

choose or decide themselvcs.  They may choosc to mor;e or choose

to stay,  but  they do not vrant to be imposed upon in t l - re i r  choice.

They simply express the need for a " f reedom of choice of  p lace

to l ive,"  but  in di f ferent vrays (obviously any such gencral-

izat ion s i rould be reie: : reC ] :ack to those groups to see whether

they could acccpt thcm as--c l i lutcd--statc.-rcnts of  t -hcir  v icws)

Simi lar Iy,  such exprcssions as the "nced to c l rangc rcsi-dcncc "

on one l is t  and a "need to chanqc spouse" on anothcr might
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l -ead to a "need for change in personal  environment" or some-

thing l ike that ;  a "need for commensal ism" and a "need for coha-

bi tat ion" to a "need for togetherness in everyday matters,"  and

so on. And, a " f reedom of choice of  p lace to l ive" on one l is t

and " f reedom of choice of  spouse" on another might lead to a

general  need for some freedom of basic choice,"  where,  in vrhat
a-! !^-^ i  

-r r ro.LuErbT r-5.nottrer quest ion.  The comoletc strai t ;acket is

accepted nowhere.

The examples serve Lo indicate t ' rvo le. ,zeIs of  abstract ion:

f rom needs sneci f j -ed in terms of  sat isf iers to need-dimensions--

and this is actual ly what vre mean by needs, the quant i ty cf  sat-

isf iers being another matter.  And then there is the more inter-

est inq abstract ion:  f rom need(-dimensions) to need-classes, and

these classes may be more or less inclusive.  The div is j -on of

needs into such classes as secur i ty,  v le l fare,  ident i ty,  and

freedom needs is one such ef for t ,  and there is the hypothesis

that t i rese need-c1asses, wi th reasonable interpretat ions,  wi l l

l re non-emnl-v on Arv vral l - ref lecteC l is t  e ' . / , tn i f  Lhe nore sneci f -
- . . . r  " j  * , . - :  

'  J  t r

ic  content of  the c lasses not to ment ion the sat isf iers,  d i f fers

v; idely.  Thus, there may be very l iLt Ie universal i ty in the in-

tersect i -on or over lap sense of  that  vrord at  the level  of  qual i -

ty or quant i  ty of  sat isf  icrs,  cven nol ,  much at  thc f  cvel  of

need-dir ,ensions, but thcre may st i I I  be somc uni-vcrsal i  Ly at

the l -evel  of  need-classes. On the other hand, the more abstract

these classes are in their  formulat ion the lcss intercst ing is

the statement just  made, ul- t imately ending with the statement

" thcrc arc human necds" (some mlglrL.  a lso deny that th j  s has

any univcrsal  val id i ty) .  Tl ' re problcm is to formulatc t .hese

classes of  neecls in such a way that somethinc;  intercst ing can be

said about them in general  tcrnrs,  and this is a reason why the

fourfold div is ion i r - rd icated above is preferred to such dist inc-
+inne =c rrr ' l - r "q in lnai  ra1 /nt t - l tUraI"  Or "bjonlyzsical  /nsvr:ho.:nr- i r l  /t " ' l '  rLurQr u!  t )Lv| /LLI  Jrvut /  L)o- l  urrvrvurur/

spi  r i  tual  "  or  "  psychrosoma t  j  c /psychosocial /psychohabi  baLional  .  "

such categor ies may be good for c lassi fy ing or ig ins or "roots"

of  necds but not so good for analysis of  thc pol i t ics of  ncccls,

ancl  that  is  our l :ey .oa.orn.49
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The three universal iz ing approaches do not exclude each

other.  For some purposes, part icular ly as a defensc against  the

n:r f  i r - r r lar  1-rz616 Of CUltUI.al  imoer ia l  ism fhaf mioht_ ho referrcd
-J l  

_ 
- . , , t , -  

r r r rYrrL vs

to as nped- imno-i : ' l  i  cm rhe UniVCf Sal  minimrrm annr.^,Ach With nO

abstract ion might be used; th i -s woulc- i  be the way of  emphasiz ing

diversi t iz .  For other purposes, when.hulnan communal i ty should

be pointed out,  the univcrsal-  maximur.r  aoproach might be used,

al though any ef  f  or t  to distr : -butc vreights would soon highl ight

the di f ferenccs. Perhaps thc major ut i l i ty  in the union, or max-

imum, approach Lies in the inpl ic i t  chal lenge: through this

approach each group chal lenges the others--an indispensable tool

against  the f latness of  cul tural  re lat iv ism. A Western group

postul-at ing a "need to dominate other peoples" and an Indian

group postulat ing a "need for sut tee (widor.r-burning) "  s l ' rould not

have their  needs accepted simply by reference to thei-r  cul ture

which may be said to foster (have f  osterecl)  such .r .ud=.50 In

nonor- ' l  t . 'h^ngy61 need-Sat iSf  aCtrOn Of One need f  Or Some i  mnl i  es
Yurrvlsr ,  r ruuv !v!  Jvrr(u

l -ess neeC-sat isfact ion for  sel f  or  others on the same or other

needs there is a problem, and the claim "we are going to dis-

integratc indiv idual ly and/or social ly i f  th is need is noL met"

is noL the last  argument in the matter.  Rather.  th is is exact ly

where a dialogue des civ i l isat ions mai 'bc usefr-rL in sdggest ing

elements that  could be given up or rncdi f  ieC. Thus, i t  may be

argued that expansion with donj-nat ion as a resul t  is  more than

a wish or want or desrre for  thc t r {cst ;  i t  is  a need for Western

people in the sense that i f  the t r^Jest c loes not cont inue to ex-

pand, then some kinci  of  d is jnte!rat ion o".rr=.51 What the cxamples

serve to indicate is that  thcre is nothing sacred about needs,

nor about cul turcs;  they are sub;ect  to tests of  whether t i ' rey

serve sel f - real izat ion wi thout doing damage to others.

Final ly,  therc is the abstract ion approach. I t  can be used

to shovr communal i ty at  "a higher level ,"  mcaning the level  of

need-classes. With great carc th is can be uscd to formulate more

general-  theor ies about need-sat isfact ion,  i ts c lynamics and

por i  L ics ,  as long as i  L is rcmcmbcrccl  t .h;  t  gcncrar rcasoning at

a hrgher leveI of  abstractron is not automat lcal lv val id whcn
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t ranslated down to the more concrete level .  At  rnost i t  can serve

as a good heur ist ic--usual ly start ing f rom relat ions val id for

one t) 'pe of  society (e.9. ,  "when needs for wel f  are are met before

needs for ident i ty and freeConr are at tended to,  i t  may be very

di f f icul t  to meet the lat ter  wi thout basic structural  change; the

same is t rue wi th the opposi tc pr ior i t ies") ,  using the thcory

based on need-classes rather than need-dimensions to arr i -ve at

hrrnnthaqaq /-Ot ConcluSions) fOr other sOCiet ieS. I t  is  hard tOv \ . . '

see how social  research can be meaningful  at  aI l  wi thout doing

sonething l ike th is;  at  any rate,  i t  is  being done al l  the t ime,

aq whrrn rFcrn I  ar i t ies uncovered f  or  a soci  etv a t  nno noin+- in t imeq u vrrg IJ

ayo nn c!rr l  :1-aql  aS val id fOr the next day, 
-Vear,  deCade, generat iOn,

non.Frrrrr  / r . ,h in[  iS Where mOSt people v lOu]d f  eel  that  their  val id i -

ty has to be tested anew, 
^othcrs 

mrght feel  th is also appl ies to

shortcr  t ime interval=) .  
t '

(2)_A Unj-Linc:r ,  Prq'sent-Centered ConcclrLion oI  Time

There are tv lo problems here,  and the f i rst  one is s imi lar  to
f  ho nrnl- .  1am i ' rst  t reated: SOme kind Of In l6ste1. n t ime- imoer. i  a l  i  sm

I r r  
vvrglLL v 'LJ LL! I l  LIrrrE I l r rpu!  tq l l ) r t t

in addi t ion to the space- in iper ia l isn discussed in the prececl ing

sect ion.  The basic logic is the sare:  a need l is t  ref lect ing

I{estern society today is postulated as val id for  aI l  t imes, is

seen as t ime- less,  in other words.  History is seen as the gradu.el

real izat ion of  th is l is t -  vrhich is thetr  constructed in such a way

that approximat ion tovrards the West can also be seen as progress

so that the l r lest  as model and the idea of  progress are bot l - I  re-

f lected.-"  Thus, the phenomenon is the same but the problem

posed is not amenable to the same typc of  solut ion:  the people

of the past are dead and unablc to dcfend themselves personal ly

against  temporal  need- imperial ism. But they l ' rave of tcn lef t

t races behind, "sourc€s,"  and could have their  v iews presented

b1z component histor ians wl-ro would play t .he same role in t imc as

social  anthropoloqi-sts can do in spacc: thc at lvoc.ecy of  spc:c i f  ic i -
q4

t1r  and hence ,  by impl icat ion,  of  d iversi ty-^--at  reast re lat ive

to the present.
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There is,  hor,vever,  another problem here,  h idden in the

term "uni l inear."  More precisely,  i t  is  the non- or even ant i -

d ia lect ic v iew of  processes ref lected in th is term that has

sonre important impr icat ions for  how needs are conceived of .

Thus, looklng at  the terms used in most l j_sts of  needs, one is

struck by their  onesidedness. One hears much about the need for

secur i ty,  very l i t t le about any need for insecur i ty.  There is

much about the need for food, but where is any need for hunger?

I f  there is a need for togetherness, vrhere is the need for

separateness, even for isolat ion? where is the need for hatred

i- f  there is a need for love--perhaps even a need to be hated

or at  least  d is l iked i f  there is such a th lnq as a need to be

loved or at  least  l iked?

The ansv/er to th is should not be seen in terms of  adding

the opposi tes to the r ists;  that  wourd also be too mechanicar.

Rather,  what is missing is a more di . r lect ical  approach to needs

and need-sat isfact ion.  For the hur-rgr1 '  there is a need for food,

but for  the welr-sated, the sat isf ied,  there may be a neecl  to be

hungry again so as to have t i re need for food and ( i f  i t  is

avai lable) the sat isf ier  of  that  neecl  and vr i th i t  the en;oyment

of  need-sat isfact ion.  In other words,  i t  is  assumecl that  need-

sat isfact ion j -s something inherent ly enjoyable--something per-

h:nc f  n l - 'a i 'c luded in t l - re cr i ter ia of  that  e lusirre concept " t ruerq v!  L l r rL EIU>r\  c L 

-

need. "  But i f  that  is  the case there should v i i th each need be a

need to feer that  need again,  a lookincj  for ' . . , 'ard to next t ime.

For th is reason thc vrorcls sat isfy/sat- j  sf  i  er  /sat isf  act ion/sat is-

f ied are not qui te good; they portray '  what goes on as a s ingle-

shot af  f  a i r .  Iqoreovcr ,  o l tc can easi l i r  con j  ure f  or  one'  s inncr eve

thc imagc of  somcthing "sat isf ied."  l 'or  my inner €y€, i t  is  an

orangutar l  once observed in a zoo: sat-ecl  in aLl  respects,  wcl l

fat tened, yet  rooking profoundry unhappy and stat ic.  The image

is one of  sat isfact ion as an Endzustancl ,  as a placc of  arr ival ,

not  as a place from which one dcpart :  again into d nc\r /  state of

need awareness and, wi th i t ,  a new proccss of  neeci-sat lsf  act ion.

The tvro f  igures below are intencleci  to represent the two
vi-evls:
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t r - i  ar  rY. Need- sat i  sfact ion

Mechanical  View Dialect ical  Vrew

It  may be objected Lhat the lat ter  is  intpl ic i t  in the former,  and

this may-be true. But i t  should be made expl ic i t .  There j -s a

di f ference betvreen gett inE secur i ty and having secur i ty:  the

Iat ter  malz become a habi t ,  a state of  af fa i rs one is not even

: r . ' r rA af  .  rho farmar ic r  nfOCeSS. We Shal l  nOt aSSUme fhat ner_-nlevL t  *  . t / -  r rv e srJ uLrs ur lq L I rsvlrrs

in general  are searching for one or the other--about th is l i t t l -e

is known--only ' that  the concepts chosen should be such as not to

block ei t i ' rer  i :ossibi l i t lz .  This can be dore bi 'e) :pressing al l

needs as worcl-pairs,  including the opposi tes,  or--as v ie shai l

nracor ln r ln-- i  nt-  ornrnf  { - } - ro nnqi  1_ i  r ra {-ar i1g USed in th iS di f  gC-

t ion.

Thus, the need for food is seen as a process, wi th no be-

ginning and no end, of  sat isfact ion and dissat isfact ion,  urrdulat-

ing through t ime with somet imes slovr,  somct imes quick rhythrns,

wi th no rest ing point ,  fu l l  of  contradict ions at  any point .  The

"need for food" should be seen as a short-hand exprcssion for

this more complex need. In al l  needs for something there is

also an elernent of  the need for i ts negat ion-- that  is the thesis.

This point  is  repletc wi th pol j t ical  impl icat ions.  Thus,

some of the Unbehagen in der Kul tur ,  here intcrprctcd as a c1cncr.al

sense of  d issat isfact ion wi th modern, industr ia l ized welfare

states,  f f i rY possibly be undcrstoocl  in th is [ )crspcc Live.  Thc rest-

lcssncss, or somc rcst lessncss to bc morc prccise,  may not be due

to needs that are lef  t  unsat isf  ied,  nor t -o oversal , is f  act ion,  but

l -n J*nn nnrf  anl  Sat iSf  aCt iOn Of SOmC baS j  c noods .  q.)  nel .  f  cCt bhatvqrr9 r tsuqJ r  _v P

suf f  - ic ient  need depr ivat ion is not permit tccl  to whct t l - re appet i tes

and der ive the sat isfact ion f rom need-sat isfact ion which in turn

make people appreciate more not only the social  environment that

-)
)
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providcs the sat isf iers,  but  a lso themselves. Where is the joy

that can be der j -ved front " labor-saving devices" i f  one is sur-

rounded. by l i t t l -e else,  to the point  that  fat igue is never per-

mit ted to bui ld up? Is not togetherncss something di f ferent for

a person always surrounded by crowds than for one sometimes lone-

some? In short ,  there is probably a rhythm/ or many rhythms (de-

pending on the need, oo the person, on where and when) to need-

^-! ;^€-^! ;^-  a dialect ic that  shoul-d be permit ted to unfoldbd.LISIOU.a-r , t  

"^i tsel f  f reeIy.""  I f  th is dialect ic j -s forced into some mechanical ,

t runcated form there wi l I  be negat ive consequences of  which we

probably knovr very l i t t le.  Suff ice i t  only to say that th is may

be what many people seek dur ing vacat ion:  a counterpoint  to

their  regular IeveI of  need-sat isfact lcn;  h i -gher i f  the general

]evel  is  low, and Jower i f  Lhc generaL level  is  h iEh. Thus, the

lonely manager surrounded by matcr ia l  cornfort  may seek the com-

pany of  f r iends urrder "pr imit ive" condi t ions ( f rom which he

may easi ly escape, though) ;  the vrorkcr,  less maLerial ly e 'ndowed

but bowl ing,  doing other sporLs,  dr inking in thc pub/bistro or

whatever every night,  may go on package tours to "good" l iotels,

alone or wi th his/her spouse. The quest ion rs whether annual

tsL"r  r -hn nE *his k ind--and cvcn thcy i , 'c : r lc l  only be avai l -a l le toI r l ) /  LIr l tL-  V!  L] l r  
-  

r \ r r lu qrtq 

q r ,
r  Fot^r--roal I rz qnF^k l .n J-hoir  nn-r l i I i^n 61r t^rhoFhar 

-r t in l ror
q !8ry Is@I!J Jysqn uv UI lsMvltuluIv l l  I  v-  v ' . ruLrru!  \ lUlUACf

rhvthms miqh'-  be wanted.

(3) An AnaLlzt ic R.r ther:  1 'hanj lo l is t ic  Concept j  eLo_f_ Ei l r  eLernelej l -L

Westcrn epistemology, i t  is  of tcn said,  is  analyt ic,  fo l Iow-

ing thc Cartesian dj  ctum of subdiv id ing a problcm into components

that can then be at tacked one at  a t i rne,  start ing wi th the s imp-

ler.  The problem is vrhether a problcm can be subdiv ided, or

whet l ' rer  anything for that  matter can be subdiv ided and st i l l -  re-

main the same. Elephat-r ts cannot bc subdiv ic led and remain the

same; there is somc thing i r reduct ib lc,  t i rc ele phant as i ro l is is

that is (considcralrrT) more than thc sum of the t runk, legs,

ta i l ,etc.  A l is t  of  nceds looks l ike.r  l is t  of  components.  The

qucst ion is:  what is the vr l - ro lc that  has bccn subcl iv ided to del iv-
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er  that  l is t ,  and what,  i f  anything, has been lost  in the pro-

cess? Thus r  w€ add the possibi t i ty  that  nothing may have been

lost :  i f  one subdiv ides a toybox of  l -ego-bi ts j ,nto the component

parts i t  makes good sense to say that nothing has been lost  (be-

cause i t  was only a mechanical  heap anyhow, and even intended to

be so-- fu l l  of  unintended possibi l i t ies for  synthesis)  .

In a sense i t  is  the human person that has been subdiv ided

j-nto components.  Hence, there is a double problem here:  the

wholeness of  human beings and the wholeness of  our images of  hu-

man beings. Both problems are di f f icul t ;  they can be approached,

but not solved in what fo l lows, wr i t ten by an admit tedly analyt i -

n: l  l rz minr lorr  Western 1.esearCher,  prObably the WOrSt pOSsibIe,  f - -y-*_ 
t r - l

point  of  departure for  th is type of  exercise.- '

F i rst ,  i t  should be ment ioned that people in general ,  unl-ess

f  harr  h:rro hoon J-r :  i  noA /dafnrmod J- hrnrtcrh naod rn: l  r rc ' i  c  .1 a *a!Lrrs)  l rqvE ,gglr  u!qrrrgs/  us!vr l t lgu LI l !vuYrr r lEgu q.rqrJJI)  7 ULJ I ILrL 5cE

their  own si tuat ion in terms of  need- l is ts and need-sat isf iers.

I f  a verbal  expression is asked for,  the expression "state of

wel l -beir9,"  used in the WHO def in i t j -on of  heal th,  is  probably

^^^-1 

qR

q) yuuu ar a, . ! .  ""  There is a sense of  wel l -being and a sense

of i ts absence; the lat ter  possibly more acute,  more capable of

r-eachingt up from the deeper recesses to the outer layers of

conscj-ousness from where i t  can be art icul-ated as cr ies of

pain,  ds exprcssions of  i l l -being. People may a1so, but again

not much seems to be known about th is,  react  to the total  s i tua-

t ion:  they may be undernour ished, badly c lad and housed, in poor

heal t .h,  yet  enjoying good company and a sense of  "educat ion" (as

cl ist inct  f  rom school ing) and exude wel l - -being. 59 Hot do they

arr ive at  that  conclusion? Probably not by personal  ut i l i ty

calculus,  by assigning + and in chccking l is ts of  needs ( t i fe

bhe chccking I ist  for  a plane before take-of f )  ,  mult ip ly ing by

the c ' i  ohts an-,r  ^-r  ^, , r  ^ ! i  F^ f  ho nrnr]rrnF SUm befOfe faCial  eX-urru Lr yrr  LJ qrru uaf L 'utc l  L l - t iy  ur ls lJ!  uuqu L .

pressj-on is decided upon. One day we may know more about what

happens, e .g.  t  what k ind of  c l iv is ion of  labor takes place

betvreen the tvro famous halves of  the brain ( the model just  g iven

wourd be for the analyt ical  hal- f ,  a more direct  reading of  the

total  s i tuat ion for  the synthes iz lng haI f  )  .  
o '  tvhc ther i t  is  g.se-
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fu l  for  us to know more is another matter,  for  the guest ion

-^1,^/ ]  
id 

-  ' .^ ] i f  inr l  nno nnl-  nnl ' r  h^ ' l  
^^ctrALl  Is <a PUrrL!uqr vrre,  LL\JL \J l I Iy ucrt- , , r r .$ in$ tO Ut- in phyS-

io logy.  The problem is what happens wheh powerful  analysts

subdiv ide a hol ist ic exper iencc of  welL/ iLI-being into com-

ponents cal l -eC need-dimensions, use them to construct  images

of hunan beings as need-sets,  a;r . i  then propagate these images

to Lhe people they are images of ,  asking/demanding that they

: - -anF l -hr 'qo - im:coq Aq l_hoi  r  nr . ln

Second, however:  analyt i -c vs.  hol ist ic images is not a

dichotomy of  a l ternat ives;  i t  is  or  can be seen as a both-and

rather than an ei ther:-or (usincl  ] :c--h hal- . ;es of  the brain) .

The problem is not-  how to suppress analyt ical  th inking in th is

f ie ld,  but  how to faci l i tate,  promote hol ist ic th inking. (Some

of the dangers of  analyt ical  th inking wi l l  be pointed out under
. l -ho ho:dinc nf  t /1t-) \  CoamonJ-r+jnn 1-^ '1 ^, . ' \ur lE rrEqu!r lY v!  \  lv l  UuYrt iErt  Lo.LJ-(J l l  t  r - /CILJW/ .

Third,  how is that  done? How can the researcher develop

imaEes that arc one-sidedly anafyt ical? Probably best by learn-

ing f  rom thc people,  by understanc1ing, through dialogues, hovr

f  he' . , '  undorst-and their  own si tuat ion.  Somet imes i  i -  mav he hr-

emphasiztng only one (or very few) of  what the anal l 's t  n i iEhr

ref  er  to as the need*dimensions. Sometimr:s i t  may be by ref  er-

r ing to vrhat the analyst  vrould see as necd-satrsf iers.  Sometimes

i t  may be in vthat the anal l ,st ,nrould exper ience as relat ively

Ioose and unsLructurcd exprcssions, usin-;  such undi f fcrent iated

words as "v/el l -berng,"  "happinesS," etc. ;  somet imes the ex-

prcssion may be non-, , 'crbal  and ma'y cvcn cscapc total ly the

attent ion of  the analyst .  Al t  of  th is is to be taken ser iously,

as anothcr modc of  er l .pcr: iencing and cxprcssing l i fe,  not  as

something to be undcrstoocl  in anal-yt ical  terms but t -o be under-

s l -ood in and by i tsel f .  Thus, onc idca migtr t  be to havc two Par-

al lc l  langu.L!JCs r leal inc;  wi t l r  soinct- l ' r ing of  the sarnc,  not neccs-

sarr ly mutual ly t ranslat-ablc.

This is the point  where other approaches to human clevclop-

mcnt or hum;rn gro'rr th t l ran thosc bascd on necd t t reory would enter.

Tl-rus,  what happens to a human bcing as he or she proceecls

through the I i f  e-c '1clc,  f  rom chi l -c lhoocl  v ia aclolescence to adul t*
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hood -  i  s  someth' i  no of  ten ref  erred to as "maturat ion.  "  r t  can

also be seen as human development/growth--but not as sat is-

fact ion of  needs. Rather,  as age-groups'di f fer  physiological ly

and also in their  level  or  k ind of  social izat ion into cul tures,

needs wj- I I  a lso di f  f  er  wi th the stages j -n the l i f  e-"y. I . .  
6 i

I t  may wel l  be that some of these transformat ions of  the need/

sat isf ier  matr ices (see under (1O) below) may be ident i f ied

with,  or  at  least  re lated to,  s 'uagcs of  maturat ion.  6 2 
At any

rate,  need-sat isfact ion should not be seen as something akin to

f i l l ing-empty glasses and then emptying thcm again because f i I l -

ing is more fun than the fuI I  g lass ( the argument in the preced-

;  '^-  ^^^! i^* \  pr l -har f  ho c l :cqac qhnrr l r l  h-  a l - . - -^ i*^ 
-  

11Ir tv >eULr\Jr l , ,  .  r \qLl ls! ,  Lr ls 94s""-v l 'E 5e( j l l  d5 (-- t ld, I rg_LtI9 ct t t

the t j -me, some of them expanding, some of thcm contract ing to

1- ho nni  nf  nf  r rani  qh' ina.  n1_ har cr l :qqoq nr r ' l rz nrr f  n€v qr^!srr4rr : ,  ,  r -  owrng, seemrng 
-r

novrhere--al1 the t ime changing the need structure.  Which of

these changes should be referred to as "maturat ion?" What are

the aspects of  maturat ion that are qual i tat ivcly di f ferent f rom

what vrc can cxpress wi th need language and this type of  meta; :hor?

Thus, in need Ianguage there is something calculat ing,  l i fe is

seen as an ef for t  to ext inguish lamps in the console s ignal l ing

"need unsat isf ied/unattended."  There is not cnough act ive,  con-

scious work by the person, alone or tv i th others,  to t ranscend

his or her own need structure,  being the master,  not  only the

.^.nFr: t .  nr  of  fhat  aOn=OlU.63v}. /er

And t i rcn ,  another ref  l -ect  ron :  why should human deve Iopnrent

or grovrth be seen in uni l - inear terms-- is that  not in and by i t -

scl f  an expression of  Western t ime cosmology? Why should matur i -

ty incrcase with agc-- to besLovr more prcst ige on the old,  using

durat ion of  l i fe l ived as a compensat ion for  the shortness of

the t ime span lef t? I f  degree of  social izat ion into a cul ture

t i rat  through dialogue with othcr culLurcs show signs of  being

ant j -human is proport ionate (or at  least  monotone) wi th t ime,

vrould v le st i l l  see l i fe span l ivcd in that  cul ture as an indi-

cator of  matur tLy/wrsclon'?64 anc' l  woul ,c l  l incar j - ty not leacl  to

extrapolat ion,  extrapolat ing f rom maturat ion curves from chi ld-

hood via adorescence to adul thoocj  j -nto some kind of  super-

acul thood, so far  atLainable onry by cogni t ivc or ethical  gcn-
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rus es ,  py >aY sD al tu >a!rr  L-  ,  E/ \ lJrur f  l rY u\J.

l - l - r i  q l - \ rna . \ f  hrrman r ' lerro ' lcrnmanJ. , / r r rnr^r1-h m' i  r rh i -  l - ronnmo 667rr lLrI f  o L)/ !v9 vr  r lur l rq l l  usvslv l / r r rsr tu/  YLvw urr  r r l lYr lu uguut lLc l l \J I tucrI ,

something avai lable to most people? In gther words,  assuming

that there is that  potent ia l  in us al l ,  under what condi t i -on

can i t  be actuated?

I ' lany quest ions,  no ansv/er.  Need theory does not serve as

a guide here,  possiblv because i t  servcs as a better guide for

def in ing minimum requirements for  human existence than for human

zinrra ' lnnman.r-  
- ' r : l  

q l - rewond . l -  hat .  This is not necessar i lv  an ohier_--usvsIUIJr(rs l !L YUqIJ lEJVrrU Lt IqL. r r r rJ a> 1t  /  
qrr  v!Jeu

t ion because this approach may be less el i t is t  than other ap-

proaches--part icular ly i f  the hierarchy thesis is rejected.

Rrrf  qnmef h. incr ;  ^  . . i  ^- ; - -  ml.-^ . : -^^-  :  ^  car f rnm /r^mnlol_o :nduuu JvrrLgurr I r ry I> I tLIJ>r i IY.  f  11tr :  I l t lAUC I> Iq!  r !vrrr  evrr lyr9s9, qlrs

i t  is  too atomist ic- I ike a chemistry contented with the de-

qr-r ' i  nf  i  nn of  cnmnorrnd.s i  n terms of  the atoms that enter,  unablerv!  ay

to descr ibe and explain in terms of  molecules and their  struc-

tures and sui  gener is propert ies.

(4) A M;rn-Over-Man Concept ion of  Huralr  Relat ions

One way of  expressing this part  of  Western cosmology would

be in terms of  vert ical i ty and indiv idual j  sm. Society is seen

as some kind of  a jungle where conf l ic ts are resolved through

processes def in ing wlnners and Iosers rather than through con-

sensus and sol idar i ty-bui ld ing processes. I t  such processes

are enacted of ten enough, the net resul t  is  a society of  vert i -

cal ly organized, mutual ly detached indiv iduafs;  as the process

is bui l t  i r - r to the social  code, thr-s type of  structure wi l l  be

naf nnl . r  nrnr ' l ' :CCd bUt aISO ronrodrrr-r . r l  Tho nrnh' lom ic hOW av"- : I  t / !vv rLIrLvqqvuu. alru }J!vvrLrrr  r r

codc of  that  typc vrould af fcct  Lhc thcory of  needs. fn gencral

Lerms: by emphas,.z ing thosc aspecl*s of  nccds that would give

prominence to thc three thcmcs just  mcnt ioned: conf l ic t ,  vert i -

cal i ty,  and indiv idual- ism.

As to conf l ic t : nno r , rnr t l  
' l  

avnn^! t r l^af  nrn +h^^r i  
^d ^F 

nnni l -vrrL wvu!u s^tr( jL:  L We5Le:I I I  LI ICU!l-C5 (Jf  l luuuJ

t ,o enrphasizc +:hc nc:cd,  oy thc Ll icor ics of  nceds, that ,  when

translatcd into pol i t ical  pract icc,  vrould gencratc conf l ic t
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rather than cooperat ion.  One way of  doing this would be by

n' i r r inn nr inr i { - rz fn mrJ-or ia l  noodq romAml.rar i -n +h=f nr
,  !  e^I , ! .L,vs!  r r ry LrrqL vr ' I€ pef -

spect ive on such needs is that  the sat i ,sf iers are hiqh on ma-

f  r . r i  a I  r -omnnn.-+^ !1^-+ ^"^h r-omnnneniq hv def i  n i  1-  i  on haveLEI-LqI U\JlLL| :Ul lCl I l *5,  L j . Id,L >LtUI l  UUILLI/UlrEl lLD pJ qs!r I r I  L!vr l

^r^*"^+ r f  sr-arr : i f ' ,2 (at  Ieast  when nurslred ad l  ih he-SUlLt\ : :  Elc: l t tg l IL \J!  JVq!u!Lr \qL IgqJL wl lsrr  vu!J--*  ! lY__-aj* ,  
p=

cause of  the f in i teness of  the vror ld) ;  consequent ly,  that  i f  I

have more, somebody else wi l l -  have less.  This may be one factor

behind the Western tendcncy to give pr ior i ty to mater ia l  needs:

hv c l  o ino sn .nnf 1i  r -1-  i  s crrrar.=ntnr.d -  r -oni l ic t  that  can serve toef t  vv ' ! /

aryanda hrrman hainnq rzor l_ i r , : l  l rz .anr l  inr i i r r i r t r r=l  1. ,q!  !  ar IY E I lu l r lq l l  !gIrrY J v =!  Lrvq I  IJ qrru !1 lu!  v !uqq! IJ .

Mnre omnhasis On non-matef  ia l  need.S wnrr I  d -  i  n oenera I

nrnr- l  r rno €ot.ror zar^-c l rm 6:moq i  n cnni  o1.  r r  A c r . l  i  I  - l  l - ro czero-sum games in society.  As wi l l  be seen imme-
r :  ^ !^1--  L^1^"-  f  hera Aye exr-ent ions f  o 1-.hiS: there mav al  so\ . r rd LEry JJcl_\-rw v. \usIJ urvrrD Lv ulrrb;  Lrrcr  c r t to.J qrrv

be non-mater ia l  scarci ty.  The important point ,  however,  is  not

whether the f ine l ine between compet i t ive and non-compet i t ive

needs passes exact ly between mater ia l  and non-mater iaL ( tnus,

there are also mater ia l  needs, €.9. ,  for  a i r ,  that  at  least  so

far can be seen as Iargely non-compet i t ive--but decreasingly so

with increasing pol lut ion).  The point  is  only that  other codes

mioh1- qi-ecr neon'1 e rnel  sor- iet ieS in Jess comnerf i t ' i  ve direct iotrs

by emphasiztng other needs more and the compet i t ive ones Iess--

nf 
-^Irrqo 

nnf hrz nrnf  an/ l ' i  nn i -hr ' ra ara r lO Slr-h fh ' i  nOS aS htUnanJu9rr  urJ r l rY-

needs.

As to verLical- i tv:  there is the point  a l re. idv refcrred to

above of  promot ing images ol  human bcings and thejr  needs so as

to foster compet i t ion and colr f  I ic t ,  r t l t imately leading to vcrt i -

cel  nrr lor i  na F{nwcrrer -  i  f  ShOUId be noted that th iS Can be Ob-

ta ined also in other ways. Thus, need-dimensions may be used for

vert ical  order ing even when the sat isf iers are not contpet i t ive.

A switch f rom attent ion to th ings such as cars to at tent ion to,

c^t '  iarr  m-" hn 
^nmhrF 

i  l r lo wi f  h f  ho cctmnol- i  t i r ro cor l r '  of  Wcstcfne.qJ I  J" l  . . ,*_Y ! !  vvrrLl /sLr!re YY!Ll t  LtrL vvrrr l ruu!Lrve vvuu

sor_-. i  r . f  v--" ' l  . ,Ok at  hOW mUCh mor(1 invFrr l  T -m ! ] - - -  - - , , \661 r7 el  se onMn qL l tUW l t tuul l  Jvl  !ur  r  Al t t  LI tOl l  Olry!vu7 u!JL ul l

th is street"  is  not very di f ferent f rom " look at  hr :w much f lner

my car i -s than any othcr car on this strectr"  or  " look at  how

nuch more educated I  amr" etc.

Rr-hinr l  l -h ic iq nof nn' l  , . ,  fhr .  na)qqihi- l  i f ,u r-r f  r ; rnkinrr  nonnlnurrrJ IJ r tvL vrrry Ll Ig JL !crr t^ l r ry l /gut--_
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but a cul tural  norm pressing people to do so. Ear l ier_genera-

t ions might have talked about compet i t ive inst incts.b" Do"=

this mean that we shoul-d ta lk about a basic human need, dt

l -east  in the Western context ,  not  only to have and to be, but
66

to have more and to be more?"" In other words,  that  i t  is  not

only t i re absolut-e level  (of  need-saLisfact ion) but also the

relat ive level  that  counts,  perhaps even more than the absolute
_ _^67level-?- '  C1ear11' ,  the thesis would be that the Western code

would tend to foster need def in i t ions of  that  k ind.

One possible approach would be to st ipulate that  what

cannot even for logical  reasons be met for  everybody should not

be referred to as a "need,"  or  at  most as a " fa lse" need;

for i f  I  shal l  have or be more than anybody eLse, others cannot

be in the same posi t ion-- that  would const i tute a logical  contra-

dict ion.  To rule i t  out ,  by def in i t ion,  hovrever,  sounds a

I i t t le bi t  l ike removing sin by out lawing i t .  The problem st i l l

remains that th is value persjsts,  and certainly not only in the

Wcstern code. And thc value seems of ten Lo be so deeply intcrnal-

ized that vre should refer to i t  as a ner:d,  sp€ci fy ing where i t

is  founci ,  i f  iL passes the test  that  i ts non-saLrsfact ion leads

to some kind of  drs integrat ion,  and t ] - ren proceed to quest ion i t

in a dialogue, v.rhich ul t imately means qucst ioning the cul ture
+r--r  . . . i r ,^^ Fi^z La i+.  6B
LIIqL r . !VgJ I I )g UV !L.

Hov, 'ever,  we choose to look at  th is,  nei ther:  conf l ic t  nor

vert ical  i t .v  can be said to be bui l t  into the nced s6p6-onf Aq

sucl ' i .  But vrhat-  about indiv idual ism?

As to indiv idual ism: no doubt thcrc is somethinct  indi ' " ' idual-

ist ic in a need conccpt st ipt . rJ at ing t i rat  thc only neecl-sub jccts

there are are indiv idual  human beings. T ' i - rus,  the posi t ion taken

is that  the nced for togctherncss is fe lL inside ]ruman beings,

nowhere eIsc,  and t l rat  i t  is  insidc human beings that a feel ing

of wel l -being--because that need is met-- is generated, nowhcre

else--other posi t ions beinc-J sccn as obscurant ist  and Iacking

empir ical  ref  ercnts and as pol i  t ical ly vury c l rn( jcrous. ' fhc ncecl

to belong to a society of  which onc can be proud is arso locat-

ed in ntenrbers of  that  sociecy;  a counLry outdoing others in v/ars

)
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or economic compet i t ion is a sat isf ier  of  such needs, but both

the need and the need-sat isfact ion (not the sat isf ier l  )  is  in-

div idual .  This t r iv ia l  point ,  hovrever,  is  not enough to label

need . | -heorv in crenFral  aq indiv idual ist .
:  vrrsr  s !

A clear ly indiv idual ist  need theory would go further and de-

mand that the sat isfact ion not only take place inside the i r - rd i -

v idual ,  but  inside the indiv idual  in j -solat ion;  in other words

that a socj-a. l  context  is  not needed. No doubt need theory can

be slanted in that  d i rect ion,  and this wi l l  be discussed j -n

sorne detai l  below (under (9) FraEmentat ion) .  But nothing in that

direct ion is bui l t  into the concept as such. lVhat is bui l t  into

i t  as here presented is an ef for t  to rule out concepts of

"social  needs"bY because they seem so of ten only to be fel t  by

rrr l inrr  o l i t_oq and Often cOnfUSe sat isf iers With needs- Peonle

may fcel  a need for secur i ty,  e l i tes may try to exprcss th is as

a sociaf  need for nuclear weapons and try to convjnce people that

they feel  a need for th is.  Ul t imately they may succeed in so

doing in vrhich case this object1on vrould ha." 'e to be rernoved--

there remains t -he p: :oblern of  ' r ;hcthcr 1-his is a t l :ue or a fa lse

need, and vrhether the posi ted sat isf  ier  r r /ould meet the need.

(5) A l " {an-Over- l lature Concept ion of  Relat ions to Nature

The assumption that only indiv idual  human beings are need-

sublects draws a l ine not only against  human col lect iv i t ies of

var ious k inds as legi t rmate need-subjects;  there is also another

border l ine wi  t l - r  nature on the othcr s idc.  l ' la tur :e --  animals,

; - ' lants,  and other forms of  nature-- is not seen as being a snb-

ject  posscssing needs. I ' lo doubt th is is in l - ine wi th Western

tradi t ion of  dcsoul ing nature and bc-soul ing mitn and only rnan--

and as such an i tem of l {esternncss bui l t  into t l - re theory,  sub-

i  pr- f  to cha' l  I  onoe ancl  ncrqq i  bIc nrocl i f  icat ion.  
7O

In the meant ime let  i t  just  bc noted that to depr ive nature

of the status as nced subject  does not mean that there is no re-

cogni t ion of  necessary cot- id i t ions for  the survivat  of  /  say/  an eco-

Li
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system-- just  as there are necessary condi t ions for  the survival

^t  ! r^^ ^an' i  fa l ' i  s , t '  svqfem (onlv fhat  we would not ident i fv\JL t  5dY f  L l lY Lq! lTLqIIJL DJJLLITT \vrr I l  L l lqL Wg W(rU!Lr l1\- iL

these condi t ions wi th sat isf iers of  human needs, dt  least  not

without havi-ng more evidence) .  The concept of  a condi t io s ine

-1qua non is broacler than the need concept,  '  '  or  the need-sat is-

fact ion concept to be more precise (as the sat isfact ion of  the

basic human needs j -s held to be a necessary condi t ion to avoid

dis integrat ion or pathologies f rom developing).  Given this,  iL

is not obvious that i t  is  necessary to extend the range of

neer i_srrhie.1f  s f  n  ,1r  nai  nhfglS in natUfe__bUt i t  iS f  eact  . i  lvr ru lq JqvJvvsr vqu ru ro lgqur lJ

admit ted that th is anthropocentr ic posi t ion is both Western and

unsat isfactory and that i t  should be replaced by something bet-

ter .  But just  as the recogni t ion of  col lect iv i t ies as need-sub-

ject .s opens for aI l  k inds of  re i f icat ions of  non-human develop-

monl-  lcrrnh :e nrnr l t t r -1_ i  nni  qm di  c. t r i l r r r f  inni  cm rorrnlrrJ-
'  

4v ' -*--ronlsm,

and modernism --  inst . i tut ion-bui td ing) that  ma1'  easi ly prove to

be ant i -human, the recogni t ion of  nature may open for an ecolo-

gism that may also become ant i -human, or at  least  a-human. And

these are f ive of  the dangers we wanted to avoid,  the s ixth

r ' t rnrror hoinn rnr, ' l  f  r r r i  cm ' ,  the f  e i f  iCat iOn of  anlz crr l  f  U1. e aS anuqlrYurvu*r lYrJrt( ,* , .J

infal l ib le guide steer ing the human enterpr ise.  Thc posi t ion

{- :kan L^-^r rs!u,  , ,o doubt,  is  some kind of  htrnanism, seeing the

ccncerns for ecological  balance as anchored in man's "enl ig i r tcned

sel f - interest" :  i f  the "needs of  nature" are rrot  sat isf ied,

human beings vr i l - l  u l t inately suf  f  er .  Thus, the "enl ightenrnent"

ref  ers to ecological  av/arcness rather than to subjccts t t rat  may

l-ra nnc i t -  or l  in nOn-hunan naLure,  but wi th which/whom at leasL so' , -" ' , ,

far  we scem to be unablc to communical-c. ' -

(6) A Vcrt j -cal  Df , r f  tg l_"1 !g!9r Favor. jnq the Ce

l lovr th is vert ical  d iv is ion of  Iabor vrorks is obvious: by

a group in the center te l l ing the rest  of  the populat . ion what

their  needs are.  under (1),  above, thc tencJcncy tovrards a wcst-

ern v iew is discusscd-- in geo-pol i t ical-  terms. The point  here is

how the same structure is also found insic lc societ ics.  TI- iere are
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those who work out l is ts of  needs, and sat isf iers,  thereby

contr ibut ing to the programming of  othcrs,  and there are those

who have their  needs def ined for them. The system is found j -n

capi ta l is t  and social ist  countr ies al iket  in the former the

corporat ions play more of  a role,  in the l -at ter  the state

bureaucracies (and the party)  .  I t  should be pointed out that

th is usual ly goes beyond such tasks as st ipulat ing a pol i t ical

program with pr ior i t ies.  The point  is  not only that  major organ-

izat ions and those who manage them steer a social  pol icy but

also that they have a tendency to deny that what is not includ-

ed in their  program of act ion could also be of  basic s igni f icance.

As poj-nted out above there v; i l l  for  se-, 'eral  reasons be a

tendency to focus on mater ia l  neeCs; in the capi ta l is t  countr ies

denying the real i ty of  some of  the ident i ty needs, in the social-

ist  countr ies adding to the denial  l is t  many of  the f reedom needs
'7 1.

- - they are al l  for  " later." ' "  The examples are chosen so as to

make very c lear how profoundly pol i t ical  the problcm of needs

anct their  sat isf  act ion is ,  whrch nleans th,r ' -  thc s LruEg le f  or  - -hc

r ight  to def ine one's ovrn neeCs is a hl-glr lv pol i t ical  struggle.

In a sense the si tuat ion is very s in i lar  to the s i tuat ion that

has reigned in the f ie ld of  "development":  the idea has been

co-opted b1'  powerful  e l i tes,  a combinat ion of  bureaucrats,

capi ta l is ts,  and intel lectual-s at  nat ional  and internat ional

levels.  That the idea can be abused by those in power is,  of

course, what poi /er  is  about.  The needs of  human beings do noL

disappcar because the idea of  needs can l :e abused, nor does

real i ty change i f  onc should decide to usc somc othcr term. The

same appl ies to "developmcnt":  i t  can be used for pol i t ical ,

even mi l i tar :y manipulat ion and for econornic exploi tat ion;  the

problems arc st i l l  thcrc,  part icular: l  y i f  devcloprrr t 'nt  is  seen
'74

as a process aiming at  mect ing hunran nceds. '

Consequent ly,  the problem relatcs not to the conccpt of

needs, ho;rcver i t  is  dcf incd, bur Lo the power of  def in iny nccds,

part icular ly for  othcrs.  r f  anything shourcl  re late to a need
Fa- i  

- l  ^-F. i  
! , ,!v!  lu=rrurLJ then i t  must be thc need to def ine onets own si t -

uat ion,  j -ncluding in th is-- indeed-- t l - re def in i t ion of  oners own
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r lceds. Again,  which is the uni t  def in ing needs-- the indiv idual ,

+-l- 'n 
^rAir-  

+J-ra nnrrn{-rrz l .ha ran inn--nan ha d- i  qa,rccor l l  bUt f  e-Llru Yrvuu/ ulrv vvurru!_J,  vqrr  vv urrvuJrvv,

gardless of  what leveI is chosen, part ic ipabion in the need-de-

f in i t lon would have to be the general  norm. This is basic in

anv sel  f - re l  i  anf  annroach: 3 Sel f  - re l iani-  c l r r . \ r rn qatq i ts ownqrr_1 
"  

*ry

goals in a part ic ipator i -  manncr,  including the goals that  are

formulated in human needs terms. About such goals human exper i -

ence is certainly that  consensus is not Lo be expected; i f  i t

were possible,  humankincl  woufd probabl i '  have had i t  by now.

But is consensus desirable? Would that  not merely mean a

uni form world wj- th each part  of  the vror ld being a repl icat ion

of the other,  in space and throughout t ime-- l ike we imagine ter-

mite societ ies? The polnt  is  not to arr ive at  consensus but to

arr ive at  d ia logical  processes trat  pe: : in i t  the issues to be

art iculated and the mutual  chal lenge that we ha.re made a pl-ea

for--uuder the headinE of  the universal  maximum ment ioned i -n (1)

abo-"re.  In such dialogues bureaucrats,  capi ta l is ts,  and intel lec-

tuals,  nat ional-  as wel-1 as internat ional ,  should also part ic i -

natp:  l -hov Aro : ' l  qo neonl  e ' -  Rrr l_ in the r l I .Csent StI .uCttrr^ the. . ,
/  urrgv u!v srJv 

! /vvl / !v

count too much. The vert ical  d iv is ion of  Iabor wi l l  nake then

use vrhat others say and express i  n ' . rar ious ' !^Ja' . , 's  as rd. ' r ;  md!uer ia l .

for  them to dist i l l  and elaborate and process towards standard

 narr f  ina ^-^cedures that can scr- , /c as f l r ronr in. t .q far  societ iesIJr  UV_:uUL\-J ({J plUUi/ I l r lLJ t .L!

of the future.

Does this mcan that peoplc wi th some element of  power

shou. ld abstain f rom postulat ing needs at  a l l? No, f  i rst  of  a l l

they mj gir t .  do i t  f  or  themselves ;  secotrd,  thcy migir t .  p.rr t . ic  j  pate

in dialogLrcs about nceds; th i rd,  they should hclp explorc what

in the powcr structurc,  including thcnrselves,  might stand in the

v/ay of  people meet ing the nccds thcy thcmsc lvcs s I . - ipuI ;Ltc.  In

other vrords,  less ef  f  or t  to administer othcrs,  more ef  J,ort  to

searclr  for ,  and countcracL, causcs of  maldcvclopmcnt aL hontc,  in

the imcdiate social  surroundings.
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(7) A Condit ioning of  the Per iphery by the Center

' l 'h is condi t ioning is not merery a quest ion of  potent ia l

and actual  curturocide and depersoni f ioat ion to be expected

when Western need-structures (point  (1 )  above) elaborated by

er i tes (point  (6)  above) are beamed in ar l  d i rect i -ons as uni-

versal  norms to be pursued, but also a quest ion of  making peo-
nlo r lononr i  anf  on the sat isf  iers that  wi l l  fo l low in the wakeI /* -  f  u vr f  ur lg JqulJr

of the propaEat ion of  need structures.  ' r  r t  is  d i f f icurt  at

present to see ful ly the possibir i t ies of  condi t ioning the pe-

r iphery by means of  basic needs strategies--on some ot.her
aa

,  to
occasi-on'  r ,ye have l is ted s ix:

{-ha Pl \T a^n?Atnlr^cLlrE Dr\  AVIJTVOUTTEJ

issue

fho RN annrrr ;CheS

vent i  on

] -ho Plr l  ennrnanl . 'ocLrrs u! \  qy!J!  uqur ls-

ket

J-ha RNT:nnr. \ : r"^^eLrrU U!!  q iJf  L Vusl lE>

arnt^r fh

fho R^I:nnrn:nhoc*.YF'

assistance

as an ef for t  to s idetrack the NIEO

as a new way of

^q 
An i  nqi-rrrman*-

leoi f imiz ino i_nter-

to increase the r ,ar-

s loi . r ing do., . , 'nThrrc i  wor l -d

to c lec:ease technical

1- hc RN annroar:heS as A vtFan.\n 
^.  

, la r  -  
-  -^ 

: r r : . i  nql-  t - ] rovreut/vr t  v-  UC_Clt5C uyqr l rJ u Ll lE

lVhether such consequences are intended j -s of  less s igni f icance;

the problem is that  a basic needs or iented stratcgy may work

this v,ray vrhen opcrat-cd f rom thc ccntcr,  includinq T'hir :d worfc l
a1

. t l
centers.

In a sense this is to be expected. When fed into a cer-

ta in structure,  steered by a certain code, nceds wi l l  be struc-

tured so as to be cornpat ibrc.  r t  is  only possiblc to do this,

ho" iever,  wi th a very t runcated need-set,  s ingl ing out f rom

more complete sets the needs that f i t ,  excruding others (such

as the need for serf-actuat ion,  for  sel f -expression, for  being
act ive and a subjcct ,  for  charrenge, for  creat iv i ty,  etc.) .
Thus, the safeguard is buir t  into neecls theory,  analyt icarry
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speaking; an enormous amount of  d istort ion or perversion must

have been exercised to make such important needs recede into
+L^ r^ -^r-^r^ ' ,h, l .  This is in i tsel f  worthy of  research: how isL- l rc !4uNY r uulru.  f  l r rD rJ r l r

i t  possible to distort  images of  human beings so much, what

were the precondi t ions,  how did i t  happen?78 ,h.  funct ions

serveC by the distort ion process are increasingly c l -ear;  the

process i tsel f  should be better understood. As i t  is  now, sa-

t isf  iers tencl  to def ine the needs rather than vice . rur=. .79

Needless to Sdy, th is leads to an overemphasis on mater ia l

, r"ud=. 
Bo

(8) Marginal izat ion:  a Di-r i r ion between a Social  fnside and Outside

What could be better for  reproduct ion of  the marginal iza-

t ion of  the masses of  our societ ies than a hierarchy of  needs,

having at  the bottom people whose major concern i t  should be

to have mater ia l  necds (physioiogical  and safety needs in Mas-

Iow's par lance) weII  taken care of  before they can/ought to

( the ease with lvhich one sl ides f rom descr ipt ive to normat ive

statements here is part  of  the mechanism) proceed to non-mate-

r ia l  needs? The isomorphism between needs hierarchies and so-

cial  h ierarchies wi l l  re inforce ei ther of  them, giv i .g a sense

of conf i rmat ion to ei ther.  El i tes wi l l  be the f i rst  in propa-

gat ing the idea of  "mater ia l  needs f i rst"  under the guise of

humanitar ianism, thcreby prcserving the marginal izat ion for

gcncrat ions st i l l  to cor ie,  gLvinl  the magnitude o[  the job of

"meet ing the basic necds of  those most in necd" vrhen i t  shal_l

bc c lonc the v/ay thcse el i tes sugclcst :  manageri . l ly .  B1 
To meet

those necds may even bc a lovr pr ice to pay to retain a mono-

poly on social  management--as th is is done in the soc j -a l  demo-

crat i -c wel fare state.

This bccornes even morc s lgni I icant given what is probably

reasonable map of  the real  s i tuat ion where need-sat isfact ion

concerned:

a

is



i l ,
Ll ' . r

'' '.J

TABLE 3

THE LEVtrL OF NtrED_SATISFACTION: A CONJECTURE

I\IATERIAL NEtrD S NON-MATERTAL NtrEDS

Bas ic Non-bas ic Bas - tc and Non -bas ic

ELITtrS YES YES NO

r i^1- '  { - r iac!  !UII  UUUII  UI !=- YES YES /NO NO

nnnr 
^Ar1h 

1-r  i  oc
P\JLrr  U\JUrr u!  rEr NO NO NO/YES

The el i tes in countr ies poor and r ich in the wor ld today cer-

ta in ly have basic mater ia l  needs sat isf ied and in addi t ion a

Iot  of  mater ia l  sat isf  iers (of  ten cal lec "EadEets ")  beyorrd

that.  The masses have much less of  the lat ter ;  th is is,  in

fact ,  how some of the border l ines betvreen el i tes and masses

are drawn. As to non-mater ia l  needs the conjecture is s imply

that in a modern, corporate society based on thc typical  bu-

reaucrat-capi ta l is t - intel l -ectual  top managemcnt (wi th somc-

vrhat more power to bureaucrats in the state capi ta l is t  and to

the capi ta l is t  in the pr ivate capi ta l is t  countr ies) sat isfac-

t ion of  a broad rangc of  non-mat-er ia l  needs is impossible--

and thc conscqucnce of  th is is probably found, among othcr

places, in the ratcs of  mental  c l isord.r .82 ,ot  the masses in

the poor countr ies,  th is is aI I  d i f fercnt :  the mater ia l  s i tu-

at ion is deplorable in most regards;  the non-ntater ia l  not

neccssar i ly  so.  I f  one of  thc kcys to jdcnt i ty is cLosencss,

this is where i t  may st i l l  be found; as many authors,  of ten

naively start led by t .h is obvious circumstancc, rcport :  , ' in

the slums r  found the sor idar i t l ' ,  thc qcnerosi ty,  thc warrnth

so of ten missing where r  come from. "  Could there even be a
f  r i  

^ !  
a, , -^ l  ^ irc l r r l r  susprcron in the er i tes that  th is is So, that  th is is
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terr ib ly important to the total  "qual i ty of  1 i fe,  "  that  the

el- i tes,  hence, are jealous "why should these wretched people
r^-- '^  -  - ' : -1^ '  to be r ich where we are poor,  "  and that theyr ro 'vE a l lYrrL 

;=, ; .  ; ; ; r ; " .  : : , "  r" ; : "  , , . : "  l ; : -  nr^-evcn--consciously,  mainly unconsciously--unleash upon

cesses of  such a k inC that even this c l -oseness may be taken

from them, wi th vague promises of  a better mater ia l  exj-stence?

Thus, i f  they mater ia l ly  remain Iow (and this j -s where the con-

cept of  minimum sat isfact ion,  of  a f loor of  bet ter distr ibuted

nnrrcr f r r  cnfr-r=)83 whi le at  the Same t . ime f ' I .o nrcrr :essps makevi .evrv/  v lvvuJJg,

them conform with the hierarchy thesis,  then marginal izat ion

could cont inue forever ( t f re bottom l ine in table 3 would then

read "YtrS-NO-NO").

But there is another forceful  way of  for t i fy ing marginal-

izat ion in a society,  a lso easi ly seen within the f ramework of

^.^-1^1rz vrel l - formrr lated needs theorv- There is the nclq-Ol]v !  CO>UIIOUIJ yJe!r- !v!r ! rurALt jU I ICr. ]L- l> LI Ie--J .  Ul lE F,V)

cihi  r i  f r r  nr  
-^-^r ts,a^+ 

i*^ -  h ierarcl- t . . '  of  needs vreI I  sui ted toDMrr Ly U! UUIl i ,  LJ- uU LalrY

:-^, ,  ' l { , -^  
-^ ' l  

. i l  ' l  . i * .  ua
Llrdy/  r r r res,  even sot id f ines,  .betvJeen those who engage in

" lower" and "hiqher" human needs. But there is also indeed

r l -a . i  1^- i  - l  - iL.r lu pLrs: , r rJrrr ty of  creat ing a hierarchy of  sat isf ier l  f  or  each

need-dimension, wi th a second-cIass var iety for  common people,

the masses, anr l .  a f  i rst-c lass var j  ety f  or  people high u-J,  th:
o-

el i tes.""  A look at  tablc 2,  r icaht- l - rancl  column wi l t  i r ,neCrate-

ly make ' -he reacler f  i11 in the inf  , r r rat ion:  f  o: :  each sat isf  ier

(good/scrvir :c)  th is strat i f  icei- ion c: : is ts.  In thc market a

range of  sat isf iers is of fered, for  basic and "non-basic needs "

( t f re lat ter  vrould actual ly not be nceds, but th is is nonthe-

Iess a useful  f igure of  spcech),  but  strat i f ied so that some

is accessible to onty a f  evr.  
B 6 

n.rr"" ,  even i f  people were

equal  on the Ievel  of  matcr ia l  sat isfact ion,  quant i tat ively

speaking, gudl i ty or pretcndcd qual i l -y di f ferences in the

strat isf iers could st i l l  carry thc funct ion of  ensur ing mar-

ginal izat ion.  Of course, th is aspect is not so central  to

needs theory as such as thc l r icrarchy oF nccds.

But is t -hcrc not-  aLso a hicrarchy conccpt inhcrcnt in

the idea of  basic human needs, even i f  one draws a l ine and
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assLxnes that needs theory stops when the needs no longcr are

basic--beyond that are the wants and desires,  etc.? Is not

m^r. ' ina.1 i  zaf  . i  o-  naminn in +.he baCk dOOf c\zFn i -  hrorrcrh an\/  noedqI ( tq!Y r l lq! !as u!v1l  vvl t ( r r rY !qvr\  uvv!  EV gl l  L l r !  vUYII  qt^ j  l tgguJ

t l rcorr ' -  F\ren when a dist inct ion between I  ov;er and hi  oho- rraa.rc
UITLVLJt Uvulr  vuuYYLUir  Mvg! qI Iu I r lYrrgL l lgEU-

is  re jected?

There are two ways in which th is can be said to bc Cone

even within the present theory,  and they have to be examined

cr i  J.  i  r -a l  l rz pi  rcf  fhora i  q the idea that when baSiC needS are

not sat isf ied th is wi l l  be harmful  to that  indiv idual ,  there

wi l l  be some type of  pathology whether i t  sho' , . is  up at  Lhe in-

t ra-personal  or  inter-personal  leveIs.  Second, there is the

idea of  a hierarchl '  of  needs according to how har l r fu l  the non-

sat isfact ion is,  f rom needs whose non-sat isfact ion is Iethal

to needs whose non-sat isfact ion seems compat ib le wi th nainte-

nance of  the personal  and social  system=.87

No doubt a theory of  needs draws a l ine between those

whose basic human needs are not sat isf ied and those whose are,

given the speci f ic i t ies of  the societ l ' .  So does, incidental ly,

the whole t radi t ion of  car inE f  or  t l ' re i  I I :  t i re re is rnarginal i -

zat ion involved with the inst i tut ional izar- ion of  the i l l ,  ( t .em-

nnr:rr ' \  nnn-mnm}rarch i  n in qnciorrz qoni-at ion rom hcal thyEvLsLIt ! !srrrr lJvvreu_Ir"-5;-

nponlo in f  arni  l r ,  : ' rd i , r r r r l - ,  and so on." '  A , ror . '1.  thenrw of  naeds-t  qrrv n \Jvvs ur lsv!)  vL l r rsuJ,

however,  should serve as a correct ive here by constant ly re-

* i  - , r i  *^ +r-af  e\ /6rn i  f  a oerson is def ic ient  re lat ive to oner r r ! r rsJl lY uJ urrqu gvgrt  ! !  q 
I

need-dimension, need-sat isfact ion cannot possibly consist  in a

trade-of f  sacr i f ic ing other need-cl imensions in order to make

up for the def ic i t .  Thrts,  there is not that  much di f ferencc

between a hospi ta l  and a zoological  garden: f reedom is dramat-

ical ly reduced, So is ident i ty;  secur i ty ancl  wcl fare usual ly

bei  ng the necr l -cf  asscs takcn carc oJ .  Conscclucnl ' l  y  onc would

expect the ef fccL of  hospiLaJ trcatrrcnt  to bc somc dis integra-

t ion in othcr f ic lds,  uf l Icss,  of  course, the stay is of  a vcry

short  durat ion.  r f  a theory of  nccds is to bc of  any value at

arr  i t  wourd be to serve as a reminder of  t l - ic  nceds of  the

Lotal  human being, also in such a s i tuat io. , .89
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But even i f  th is is done there wi l l  nevertheless remain a

dist inct ion between those with more needs def ic i ts one way or

the othcr and those with less" To this, i t  may be retorted that

s ince basic needs are not necessar i ly  mater ia l  needs by the

def in i t ions in these pages, t -hose with a def j .c i t  are no longer

n.)-eqqar i  l rz lnr- : f  nr i  amrrnct  ihp ml1-er i  a l  l r r  n- . \ r -  f  horz r . rnrr ld arrrr : ' l  -r ruvuJJur:1J rvvqLuv ! /vv! ,  urruJ v"vqru eYuur

ly  much or even more (see table 3 for  some indicat ion) be found

:m^nn l -ho n^n-m:.{-or i : l  l r r  n.^ ' -  
9O mL"- i

rJor.  Thlrs,  in today's society those

with a def ic i t  would be found al l  over;  i t  would be a more "de-

mocrat ic"  concept.  But th is is at  best  a temporary answer:  g iven

the tradi t ion of  most societ ies to strat i fy,  and of  t {estern so-

ciet ies to strat i fy indiv iduals,  one could imagine a new type

of marginal izat ion:  between those who suffer f rom no needs de-

f ic iency and those who suffer f rom much and consequent ly have
o1

to be treated bv the f i rst  c lass.- '

Of course, th is vroul-d be arqainst  needs theory wi th i ts

emphasis on the need to be subjcct  of  one's own si tuat ion;

st i11,  there is something to tn is object ion.  One f ine of  de-

fense would be to insist  on the diversi ty of  need-sets,  but

even within s inal l  and homogeneous groups this marginal izat ion

may be reproduced. In other words,  the use of  needs def ic iency

as a v/eapon :  "your need X is not sat i  sf  ied,  s o hc' ,v d are you --  "

This is already Secrr  c lear ly toclay in conncc t ion vr i th school ing:

"You have only so and so mucl ' r  school inr l  ,  hcnce your need for

educat ion is not met,  hence you are not.  a conpetent indiv idual ."

Of r-r l r r rqr :  -  here the usual  confusion bet. ,^ t , . -1:n nretr- 'nr ' l  r .d sat is-

f ier  (school ing) and need (educat ion,  very broadly dcf incd) is
o')

cLear i - ' lack of  schooJ- ing,  even I i - teracy,  iS,  of  ccurse, not

the same as lack of  educal- ion.  But there is scmething here in

vrhich a nev/ typc of  marginal- izat ion may be rooted, and this

somcthing should be the subjcct  oF intense djaloUuc.

The second point ,  a hierarchy of  needs according to how

harmful  the non-sat isfact ion would be, is more easi ly deal t

vr i th.  Our prescnt socicty makes def ic i ts in mater ia l  ne:eds

vis ib le:  poverty can be seen, so can i l lness.  Def ic i ts in non-
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mater ia l  needs are less v is ib l -e:  a l ienat ion,  lack of  abi l i ty

to love and be loved are more easi ly to lerated than is poverty,

both in the need-subjects and in others.  Why? Because of  the

mater ia l  b ias of  our societ ies,  imolv ino that mater ia. l  nrnh' i  omqvv !urrJ

are the problems held to be resolvable wi th in these societ ies--

other probLems are ei ther def ined a' ,vav or given up--and that

consensus for act ion is bui i - t  around mater ia l  " facts,  "  not  non-

mater ia l  "values. "  But in a di f ferent cul ture,  more emphasiz ing

non-mater ia l  d imensions, th is may aI l  turn out very di f ferent-

Iy.  Sorokin makes the dist inct ion betvreen sensate and ideat ion-
g1

rr  arr l f r rFAc. -  no doubt the ranking of  needs as to how basicvq!9q!UJ,

they are depending orr  how harmful  the consequence of  non-fuI-

f i l lment wi l l  d i f fer  in these two cul tures.  But th is is what

cul ture is about:  needs are bio-sociaI ,  they arc physiological--

cul tural ,  th is wi l l  be ref lected in any hierarchy of  needs. f t

can be deplored, but that  is  what socio-cul tural  real i ty is

qUUU L.

Thus, the Maslo ' r l  h ierarchy can be seen as a very precise

cnnl-r i  cf  - i  n:rar l  t f  anSJat iOn Of WeSte rn Cul tUre intO a theorw of
-1 

v!

necds. But did we not argue against  that? Yes, and on two lev-

els.  First ,  because i t  is  of ten of fered with the pretension of

being a universal  h ierarchy, of  bcing something beyorC merely

a ref lect ion of  t r {est-ern cul tu ia l  b iases. Second, because i t

re inforces Western-type social  strat i f icat ion,  even class for-

mat ion,  fur ther.  Thus, the cr i t iquc of  that  k ind of  h icr-rrc l ry

is part ly i -ocated in the contradict ion between West and impor-

tant parts of  non-West,  perr t ly  in conl*radict ions inside thc

l . lest .  Our personal  b ias would be that a soci-ety is bcst  scrved

vr i th a thcory and pc>I i t ics of  needs sat isfact ion that place

the mater ia l  and thc non-mater ia l  on a more equcr l  foot ing,  as

arorted sp\/eral  t jmeS abOVC. In that  CaSe a hinrrrr-hw drawinoLfrqL vurL q rrrLLq!urrJ urqYv!rr)

I ines between the mater ia l  and the non-mater ia l  would be im-

possible, '  DO margin; i l izat ion coulc l  be bui l t  on that basis.  But

this is the type of  struggle that  has to be fought inside each

^. . ' l  
L, , -^ /  

^^^i  ^uurLrrE/ Jvurctv.
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/ t )  Frromantat ion:  Separat ion of  Indiv iduals f rom Each Other.

I f  the only need-subjects there are are the indiv iduals,

why should not th is indiv idual izat ion be carr ied fur ther? The

problem has been ment ioned above (under 4) z " that  the sat isfac-

t ion not only takes place inside the indiv idual ,  but  insidc the

indiv idual  in isolat ion;  in other words that a social  context

is not needed. No doubt need theory can be slanted in that  d i -

rect ion,  .  .  . "  ActuaI ly,  " that  d i rect ion" spl i ts into two,

both of  them meaningful  wi th in a Western t radi t ion of  indiv id-

ual ism and fragmentat ion,  but very di f ferent in their  consequen-

ces: that  the need-subject  a lone providcs for  the need-ob3ects,

the sat isf iers;  and that need-sat isfact ion takes place in social

is olat ion.  The hypothesis would be that the ! ,es te: :n t radi t ion

would pick up both possibi l i t ies and slant a Lheory cf  nceds in

these direct ions.

The f i rst  interpretat ion points to the herni t  or  in modern

par lance: not only to indiv idal  sel f - re l iance, but to indiv id-

ual  sel f -suf f ic iency.  This should not be confused with general

sel f - re l iance theory which would tend to emphasize the smal ier

group, the beta communit ies,  dt  the ]cveI of  locai  sel f - re l i -

ance more than indiv idual  sel f - re l iance. But in l lestc ln--and

not only lJestcrn perhaps evcn r i iorc t -n I i inclu-- t i -Lought. ,  people
Cl ,1

who provide f  or  themsel-ves havc alvrays inspi : -cd gret t ' -  rcspccL, "

and r ight ly so.  To slant a general  Lheory o[  nceds in th is di-

rect ion would be something qui tc di f fcrent and certainly nol-

impl j -c i t  in the theory.  There is nothi  ng in t l - re theory speaking

against  "goods and services "  as such; thc at :gument would be

about their  re levance for basic needs, the access to them by

the most needy, vrhether thcre is under-consumption arrd so on.

There would also be much emphasis on whethcr t lea indiv idual

noed-st tb iecf  a lsO is a subiecl- .  in f l ' r r -  snnqr,  of  n,rr f i r - in,-r t inrr  in

decis ions concerning thc sat isfact ion of  her or his needs; but

this can be donc without having monopoly ovcr decis ion-making,

product ion for  nccr, l -s.r t is f . rct ion,  d istr ibuLion t i l l  consrrmpt- ion

takes place, including disposal  of  wastc pr6ducts.  TI-rat  a soci-
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ct: '  is  needed in qeneral  to sat isf  y ncecls is not disputcd.

The second interpretat ion is more important because i t

touches on major t rends in contemporary society:  need-sat isfac-

t ion in socj-al  isolat ion.  I 'ood is consumed on TV trays,  f rom

Iuncheon boxes, and in "diners;  "  shel ter  takes the form of de-

tached houses and apartments away from each other--very di f fer-

ent f rom the cluster ing in the v i lLage as a human habi tat ;

p i l ls  and other forms of  medicat ion in a sense permit  the indi-

v idual  to t reat  hersel f  or  h imsel- f  but  a lso depr ive him or her

of  social  exper ience in that  connect ion ( the outstanding exam-

nle nf  1-ho l : f l_ar hoincr l - rnf f lp- faodinrr  nf  h:hioc r lonr i r l i  na hnfh
r r"  vr  lsv leJ uEptrvr t rY lvurr

mother and baby of  physical  contacts and mcrnents of  beauty);

machines are more of ten than not operated by one indiv idual ;

school ing can be done in lonel iness through correspondence

courses and "universi ty at  a distance; "  Ie isure and recreat ion

are indiv idual ized. (The react- ion against  package tours,  vr i th

groups travel ing together,  is  more Western indiv idual ist  than

the package tour i tsel f - -vrhich also can be seen as a v ia l 'of  re-

nrnfrrr . i  na qnmal-1.r ' i  nn rr : ' l ' r : l - . 'vv.. .sLrr l r ry 
' * -*-- le,  

t ike the Musl in Hadj) .  T* ' "1 v, latch-

' i  no in ' i  cola1- iOn SUbSti tUteS fCr SCCCndl---  anI  o ' -Fn Er- , -  nr im:rrz!u((r  l

crrrr , rnq- nnl ' i  ]_ i r -a l  ar-1- i ' , r i  f . '  is  redl tccd to a lnno' l  r r  ar- f  r - r€ rznt ino
r  IJvr4 

qv ef  Y r  uJ rv l ru r l i  v  v urr lY

in a booth,  isolated from the outside; Protestant j -sm and other

rel ig ious t - rends def ine the rel ig ious dimension as a. lod- indi-

v idual  ref  at ion (unmediatcd by thc congregat i  on and i  n pr i -nci-

ple,  i f  not  in pract ice,  a lso by thc pr iest) ;  tc lc l rhoncs rc-

duce communicat ion to a relat ion betvreen two persons at  a t imc;

transportat ion is in very smal l  uni ts--a car is made for the

faLr i ly  at  most,  a bicyclc for  thc indiv idual ;  consurncr dccis ions

are increasingly madc by indirr iduals,  DoL cvcn by fanr i l ics as

'r /cneo and chi ldrcn emancipat- ion get under w.1y.  And so of l ,  and

so forth;  v/c have onIy madc usc of  thc obvious points dictatcd

by the r ight  hand column of  table 2 to see how our society

I Id.gmerrtS.

A1l  th is,  or  some of i t ,  onc nay be for or against ;  that

is not the point .  The basic point  is  that  there is and should
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be nothing in needs theory as such that would make thi  s type of

social  format ion a logical  consequence of  needs theory.  On the

contrary,  under the need-class of  " iden.t i ty"  i t  would be strange

i f  most need- l - is ts would not one way or the other include some

referencc to " togetherness."  A society that  systemat ical ly

counteracts th is need wiI I  be punished sooner or laterr  regard-

Iess of  ef for ts i t  might make to make a v i r tue of  i ts  v ices by

proclaiming that th is is a "natural"  tendency.

(1o) Scqmentat ion:  SeparaLion insidc Indiv iduals

We have discussed above--under lnarqinal izat ion--how hier-

archies of  needs may serve to reinforce social  h ierarchies,

and--under f raqmentat ion--hov,r  the indir , ' idual izat j -on o" the need-

snbject  may spread to the product ion of  need-objects,  or  at

t" .=a a" their  consumptlon. Here an ef for t  wi l l  be made to

cuss how l ists of  needs mav serve to rei-nforce tendencies

tovlards segmentat ion,  or  rather:  towards a segnented node of

need-sat isfact ion,  ds opposed to an inteErated mode cf  need-

saLisf  act ion.  One way of  explor ing thrs n; . ) '  be as !oI lo ' . ts.

So far we have lool ' .cd at  vr ! ' r . ' 'need objccts/satrsf iers are

consumed/enfo' !e:d ( to mcct neccls) ,  but  not. t  l ls" t .  Let  us spl i t

th is "ho'rr"  in to thrcc s i lnple but important parts:  ahcre,  when,

and vr i th whomr r€fcrr ing to space, t ime, and what we might caI I

,o.r*o;  rcspecLivcly.  Togcthcr,  t lc 'sc t l r t :e-  in iqht  consLi-

tute an act ion-spacc where eacir  point  inoicates where in space,
oq

vrhen in t ime, and with whom in social  spac e."  t ror  s impl ic j  ty

Iet  us reduce this to a two-dimensional  space, col lapsing spacc

and social  sTrace to SSS:

dis -



t

L1 vi

- IY Eegre4gs and integratcd modes of  need-sat isfact ion,  I

Seqmented mode f n tccl  rated mode

As t ime progresses, €.9. ,  f rom morning to af ternoon to evening

to night,  a person's act ion-I ine passes through new points in

space and social  space: maybe with fami ly in the morning, vrork-

mates in the af ternoon, f r iends in the evening, and bacl l  to the

fa: : i Iy  at  n ight.  This is thc se!nented ncdc; in the integrated

mode t ime also progresses, but al I  these act iv i r , ies are carr ied

out wi th the same people,  more or less at  the same place (SSS

is constant,  hence the straight l ine in the integrated mode) .

The cont inui ty in space and people provides for a carry-over,

a social  cont inui ty f rom one act iv i ty to the ncxt .  The segment-

ed mode is of  ten ref  erred to as "com;rartrrental- ized "  because

transi t ion f ronr one act iv i ty to thc next inpl ies a chengc oi

place and social  par tners;  a na' , . l  "co:n; ;arLrent "  in sp:rce.  As \ . /c

al l  knovr th is is in pract icc carr iecl  out  much more dr amaLicaLl l ,

than thc f igure convcys: space is div ided into minute regions

f or dist inct  ;Lct iv i t ies ("Drrn ' t  eat  in thc l iv ing-room!")  ;  t ime

is div ided into intcrvals for  d ist inct  act jv i t ies (  "Don' t  eat
ct 6

between meals!") ;  - ' -  and social  spacc is div idcd into regions

cal led role-parLncrs l :y t l rc spccjal ists on social  space, t l rc

sociologisLs ("Don' t  eat  togethcr wi th your supcr iors or in-

fer iors!") .  Thcrc arc space-budgcts/  t imc-btrdgcts,  and sociel

space budgets--hoi :ef  u l ly  t i rey add up in thc sense that i f  one

gets through thcm al l  the net resul t  s | rould be "balancc, "  intcr-

preted as need-sat isfact ion.  The condi t ion,  of  course, iS that

the budget is maclc up ovcr a suf f ic icnt  rangc in spacc, t ime,

SSS
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and social  space, and many do not have the resources to get

suff ic j -ent ly far  into the corners of  space and social  space

(as to t ime: t ime gets into us,  i t  is  not  we who get into t ime)

One may now be for and against  e i ther pattern.  The seg-

mented mode j -s Cisrupt ive,  but  i t  a lso provides for new expe*

r . i  onco, fho in1- acrrel-er l  mnjO n-rnrr idnc c+:hi  I  i  . | - rz hr. f  + l!  lerreu, i  pr  ( )vrcrcs St 'arJrr-r  Ly r  uu L Lnef e may

be too much of  that .  This is not the point ,  however.  The point

is that  needs t l - reory may be used to reinforce the segmented

modc, by assigning to each point  in the space in f igure 2 one

type of  need-sat isfact ion,  one need-dinension or at  least  one

need-class.  One model would be, as ment ioned: in the morning

eat ing and togetherness with fani l l r ,  in the af ternoon work

(to make money, the univcrsal  sai is i ier)  rv:- th work-mates,  in

the evening recreat ion wi th f r iencls,  dt  n ignt eat ing and to-

getherness with fami ly.  fnside each of  these four categor ics

minute sr :bdiv is ions can be made, t racing the act ion- l ine

through urban and/or rural  space and inside the dwel l ing as

the hours,  even the minutes proceed. fn the integrated mode al l

of  th is woufd happcn at  the salne place with the salnc peopl , , .

Marx wantcd to break the monotony of  work by al locat ing four

di f ferent types of  work to these four t ime zones: hr:nt ing in
! r -^ -^-^. . i^^ f jsh. i  nc_r. i  n l -hc,  =Frarn^nn 

-p:r ino r-af f  ln in thcLt lu 1i lv! l rJr lYr r !Jrrrrry f f r  Lrru qLuq!1rv 'Jr l t  L=orr t I \Jo!o-ata

evening, a1.- l  . , r r i t ing soci-al  cr i t - iCi3,r ,  at  n ic;ht- ' - - i rc says no-

thing about v lhere and vi i th whom, in other words . / /here the

stabi l i tyr  cort inui ty,  vrould be.

With the r ise of  bureaucracy dur ing the last  centur ies,

and in th is century al-so at  the intergoverrrrnental  level ,  a new

type of  d istant rolc-partner appears on the sccne: the govern-

mcntal  mirr istry,  thc intcrgovcrr i r i rcntal  agcncy. Lookirrg Lhrough

the I lst  of  sat isf j -ers (goods and services) given in table 2

many of  the ministrres and agcncies arc readi ly idcnt i f ied.  I t

does not take lnuch imaginat ion to supplement thc l is t  wi th

some morc:  the Ministry for  Love and Fr icndship,  thc Intcrna-

t ional  Agency f  or  14.t r r i ; rgc-Mak j  ng.  ' fhc morc scgrncntcC (and

fragmcnted, marginal izcd) a socicty,  thc lcss competcnL wi l l
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pcople become in intra-personal  and inter-personal  integrat ion

/  
-h. l  

' l  nr ;a f - i  pndshi  n.  and m:rr i  ana 
^ar+Ai nl  V haVe f  O dO With\qrru ,  l r lvrrv ,  srrs vur uufr l r ) /  r rqvu

that) ;  hence, ds these needs persist ,  new sat isf iers wi l l  be

created--and the minisLry/agency is thc form into which prob-

lem-solv ing is cast  in th is phase of  i iestern (and hence, by

inpl icat ion,  a lso for  much of  the rest  of  the wor ld) history.

Any I ist  is  an encouragement for  governmental  and i -ntergovern-

mental  bureaucrat ic growth and di f ferent iat ion,  for  profession-

al  special izat ion,  and in general  d i r . ' is ion and subdiv is ion of

labor.  Since these are so deeply ingrained in our societ ies,

the process wi l l  a lso work the other v/ay:  l is ts of  needs wi l l

be ref ined further,  including sub-neeCs and subsub-needs and

+^ ^^rresnond fo inr-reaqinolrz qnpr- ia l  izod nrndpggl 's ofJU UlI1 UV U9!!9J}Jv1re ev ! r .e!sqJLrrYL:t  JyEU!q!ragq }Jruu
gR

JO LIJL !E! > .

Again th is is not impl ic i t  in needs theory as wi l l  be seen

immediately,  but  there is no doubt that  analyt ical  rather than

hol ist ic presentat ion of  needs renders i tscl f  to th is k ind of

process. On the other hand, i t  is  d i f f icul t -  to prer. 'ent  l is ts

f  rom hoi  no ma-ro ' ,4nro-\ror l -he nrohl  or  i  S nOt SO inUCh l -OCatedvurrrY r  srru

in the subdiv is ion of  needs as in t rc speci f ic i t iz  of  the sat-

isf iers.  With speci f ic  sat isf iers geared to meet only ore nced,

v/F oof fhe matf  iX tO the lef  f  in f  iorrrn ?r " i  r -h ni f  r ' rSe Sat iS-v/u Ygu urru rrLqL!r1r LrYuru J,  vY!Lrr

f  i  erq oeared to meet Sevef al  needS at  the t i ,ne- \^/ . r  ( rFt  the

matr ix to the r iq]-r t :

Qnamnnfnel  rnr- l  in lorrr :J-nd ry l  6111 ncou uu l t rwu- of need-sat isfact ionF1d"-- I I

"1
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To the lef t  is  the one-one correspondence, order ly and neat,

+' ,^rF 
-  

 A.a ' i ' l r r  drA\r /e nrr f  nf  n ' l  =n- i^-  r^n cn^^j : - l - iz : { - . i rt 'nac SO eas]- l )  r  -  - . .  Pldr ln lng ano specf al lzat l -On; tO

the r ight  a compl-ex pattern where thcre may st i l l  bc some very

speci f ic  sat isf iers,  but  most of  thcm are di f fuse, nreet ing any

needs. They are sat isf ier-contexts,  meet ing need-complexes: a

good meal in an esthet ic surrounding/ in good company, good

talk,  perhaps some music,  much fr iendship and love--and jo int
qo

food-making not only jo int  food ccnsrxnpt ion.--  Of course, the

analyt ical ly minded may st i l l  d iscer:r  conponents both on the

need side and the sat isf ier  s ide and subcl iv ide t i l l  a matr ix

oF fhe sAclmenJ-er]  fvne is ni :Oduced. ThiS jS what One miohf ex-'_r t--

pect of  any lVestern intel lectual  t ra ined that way since this
' i  q,  nar i .  of  t . ) r l r  r - raFl .  the DI.  Oblem is hOw i  t  annparq f r l  noon' l  e.v! s!  e,  uv uuvplv,

not to anal-ysts.

Thus for the need-subject  i t  may st i l l -  a l l  hang togcther,

but vrhT? Because of  the uni t l 'of  space, t ime and pcoplc and

act ion-- l ike thc old precepts for  Greek drama. In other words,

there is an int imate relat ion between segmentat ion and inte-

grat ion as displayed in f  : -gr1;g 2 and as displayed in f  igure 3:

the separat ion in terms of  locat ion and social  actors in f iq-

ure 2 ts almost necessary in order to obtain the ty1;e of  spe-

ci f  ic i ty given in f  i<;ure 2.  Without that  scparat ion th, :  p l : rcc

and.-he peoplc,  a l l  thc th ings around that do not c l rangc wj- I I

provide cont inui ty f rom one sat isf ier  to thc othcr,  ancl  f rom

one nee'd to the other.  Thus, the i r r tccrrat ion on the sat isf  ier

gng_ Ji-rg__!e_g- iaI  conter. t  s ide naLz const i t r - r l -c one approach to

' l - l ro nrnhlom .- f  laCk Of hOl is in in thC basiC needS aTrt)rO.,rc5cS." , .

In the phcnomenon of  segmcntat ion one key to the under-

^!--A4^" ^t :  L ls ic lack of  sense of  sat isfact ion mav also bcJ Lqtrurr !Y uI  ud- ru !uur.  vL jur tJg v L Do Lr-)  
-

located. The atomizcd, one-ncccl-at-a- t inrc approach nray s imply

not lead to the same sat isfact-Lon as the more molecular ap-

proach to a wholc necd-complcx.  I " laybc the bel ief  has bcen that

sat isfact ion is proport ionaLc Lo thc quant iLy of  sat isf icr

whcn onc shoulc l  ha."re lookccl  in anot- l rcr  c l i rcct ion,  t t re r ichness

of the context  and thc complcxi ty of  the nced-bundle!  I f  there
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j  s  something to th is,  the obvious prcdict ion would be increas-

ing dissat isfact ion of  the di f fuse kind as a consequence of

increasing need-sat isf  act ion of  the speci f  ic  k ind !  A p;rradox

thaL one would not expect thc protagonists of  the prescnt de-

partmental ized social  structurc readi ly to embrace: i t  is  too
100

tnreatenfng. 
*  *  *

Concluding this survey of  possible perversions of  a gen-

oral  l - l . ronrrz nf  *^^)^ rn. | - inrr  wh; l . l_ in re,a ' l  i l r r  ie ad- ' - ! - ! :^^E!qtr  Lr !Ev!-y 
-r  

I ICgUJ, y!gJgrtL!1ry wl lqL ! t l  rsqt leJ IJ qUAyUGLIUtI

to t rVestern socj-al  cosmology and social  structure as i f  i t  vrere

universal  theory,  Iet  us now summarize.  "Westernizat ion" is

l ike a machinery:  somethinggoes through and i t  comes out,  Te-

cognizabl-e,  but  twisted in part icular direct ions.  Thus r  our

assumption is that  t r {estern theor ies of  needs wi l l  tend to

claim universal  val id i t l ' ;  that  the approach to t ime wi l l -  be

non-contradictory and mechanist ic;  that  the epistemology of

needs wi l l -  be analyt ical ,  non -hol  is t ic ;  that  needs vrhose sat is-

fact ion generates conf l ic ts of  scarci ty wi l l  be ovel :emnhastzed;

that nature wi l l  be seen as vr i thout needs; t l - rat  there wi l l  be

a strong div is ion of  labor between those who def ine the needs

and those for vrhom neecls alre def incd and that the former wi l l

p lan the l - ives of  the lat ter ;  that  t : re center lv i  1I  propagate

not only need images but also sat isf  iers and t l - rereby create

or awaken needs; that  needs wi l l  be or:dered into hierarchies

thereby reinforcing currcnt  strat i f icat ion into higher and

lo ' r rer  c lasses, engagj  ng in sat isf  act ion of  h igher ancL lowe r

needs; that  need-sat isfact ion vr i l l  be indiv idual izccl ;  and that

nced-sat isf . rct ion wi I I  be increasi t ' rgIy segmcnted, one necd at

a t ime and context .  I f  th is vJerc nccds theory,  the presenL

author vrould bc ag.Linst  i t ;  a theoret ical  t rec shoufd be known

hv i  is  f  l reornf  i  r - ; r  I  and rrmnir ical  f  r r r i t=.  
1O1

"" '  L ' -

But i t  is  not .  I t  is  not  even West-crn needs theory,  a1-

f  ha, ,ah f  l rar-  Ar6> sf  roncr i  nCl inat iOns in theSe direct iOnS. Andq L L J uL VrrY rr l .

thcory can be twis tcd,  anrJ thosc who do t i rc twist inq r) : ry bc

una?/arc that  t l rcy do so, and/or may r ighLLy/wrongly cLaim that

others do even more t , r r is t inq than thc.z do. fn th is case the
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dist inct ion made is between a generar needs theory and a speci-

f  icat ion adapted to l ,vestern condi t ions along the ten l ines in-

dicated above. From this one should not draw the conclusion

that the general  theory is good and the tr{estern speci f icat ion

is bad. Ivhat is wanted are many more speci f icat ions,  none of

them pretending to be the universal  t ruth.  what is needed is

a generar theory broad cnough to hclp us generate such speci-

f icat ions.  In short :  let  one hundred speci f icat ions of  need

the or l ,  qrow--.

Basic Needs Aporoaches: Sorne
strencl  t j ts  anc1 i . ;eaj" :nesses

Basic needs approaches are certainly not new. Just  to

ment ion two tradi t ions,  the Western/Chr ist ian and Ind. ian/uindu.
1n)

Girre us todav our dairy bread' . - -  is  an invocat ion for  minimum

sar- isfact ion of  basic mater ia l  needs ( i t  certainly does not

stand for bread alone);  John Ruskin 's unto This Last is f i l lec

vr i th th is idea (but the sourcc of  sat isfact ion is no,, . r  more

secular izcd);  Marx '  ent i rc theory is actualJ-y based on think-
1n1

ing about needs i  'u-  and in the history of  the UN LorcL Boyd

Orr '  s f  zrmous Que]:ec spcech when FAO vras f  ouncled in 1945 is

rar ln in l rz : lnnc {-ho eAmn l i*^ 
1C-4 

^^.--1 
r-- '\ - . , !  Ldrrr-Ly d.r . , r ry L 'u rer.s rrr tC. Candhi ,  dccply inspircd hy

r l^v4 
^!- i  -^  

- i  ! , ,Lnr l -sr l -anrry and John Ruskin on top of  h is Hindu roots always

had those most in need as top pr ior i ty,  in thcory and prac-
1r\(

t ice.  ' - '  This or ientat ion is ref  l -ected in Indian planning,

perhaps part icular ly Cue to the inf luence of  the late Pl t .ambar
106

PanL ,  "  "  an extraordinary person. The tv i in ideas, wlr ich f  ocr-rs

on vrhat is f  undancntal  and on thosc rvho lar-k nr.a.- i  <ol  y th is,
{-hrn,rrrh }-r i^L ^- . -1 

O1 r . . - !  
^n} -  ^- .  

I - - . - - -*- '

Lr, !vuy, ,  , , rstory but not as a nainstrcam: had i t  been a

mainstream, thcn t .hr : rc might st i l l  hevc bcon incclual icy,  cvcn

exploi tat  j -on,  but not so much ab je ct  misery.  Ancl  that  reacls us

straight to the ma jor  strcngt-h of  and the ma jor  vrcal- ,ncss of
p.\t a

Thc ma;or str crt .Jt-h L:  LhaL Bt l l ,  i iLar ' . /c t -o sct  pr iot_- i t i . -s.

r t  is  an ef for t  to cut  through rhetor ic,  focusing on what is
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essent ia l -  and basic,  and to provide indiv iduals and societ ies

with a measur ing rod that lowers the focus of  social  at tent ion

downvrards,  "unto th is last ,  "  saying this:  " te l I  me how much

mater ia l  and spir i tual  misery there is at  the bottom of society

and I  vr i l l  teI I  you what k ind of  society you have."  I t  is  then

not assumed that the spir i tual ly poor are not necessar i ly  the
1/1Q

same as the mater ia l ly  poor; ' - "  what is said is that  a society

should be judged by the misery i t  produces, of  e i ther k ind,

not by i ts r iches. Human suffer ing,  depr ivat ion shal l  count

more, and serve to set  our pr ior i t . ies straigl- , t .109

' the maior weakneSs js fhaf  RNA qA\z nnf l - r ' i  nn =hnrr f  how mis-

erV iS nrOdttcej .  f 'hnv do nrr f  nnmnr. ico a qani .a l  i -hanrrz.  ThUS

fhart  q.a\ /  n6. l -h incl  e l - r6r t r f  inonrr i { - r r  Far l - l . roea =rn ral={- i ._ -r  - -_ _--_Ltr9 drJ(JLl  L _Lrte\ ]uI  Ly ,  I  (Jt  tnebc dr e I  eJ_d. LIOnS ,  even

abstract  ones, and i t  would be hard to assume that thcre is a

need not to be exploi ted,  or  not to l ive in a society wi th too

much inequal i ty.  Equi ty and equal i ty are social  values, and so

is  social  i t :s t iCe. AS SUCh thr=v mav ho so deenl- '  info6na- iZed

that  they'  at ta in need character,  but  one viould assume such

cases to be except ional .  What is f  e l t  inside a person ' ,^ /ould be

concrete depr ivat ion,  leading to concrete tension, even suffer-

ing,  and that is vrhat needs theory is about,  not  about social

an.: lvs- i  s^ Thrr-  l . r r r  r : ic inn the f lOOf abOrre a Certain minlmUm

agrccd to by people themselvcs so that misery is abol ished,

basic needs wi l l  be sat isf  iecl .  
1.1o 

even vr] len inequi ty and in-

eclual i ty are constant or even increasing. Thus, there is no

automat ic extension of  BNA to cover al l  god social  values;

t i rat  would be to stretch the needs concept too far .  And in th is

a major danger is locatcd: i t  is  qui te possiblc,  cven whcn

mater ia l  and non-mater ia l  needs arc put on a more equal  foot-

i .g,  to combinc BNA with many kinds of  cxploi taLive processes,

channnl  inrr  m.\St f  CSOUfCCS tOvlafdS the f  j r -h as ' l  oncr as fhe nr-rortvrrY urre

are above the minimum. One may impose a social  maximum, a cei l -

ing--but bctvrcen cci l ing and f loor thcre may st i l l  be inequal-

i ty and incqui ty;  thcre may be need-sat isfact ion at  thc expcnsc

of sonrebody el-se's need-sat isf  act ion.  
1 1 1 

Needs theory c loes not

automat icarry guard against  that ,  excc.pt  jn thc (posturatcd)
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nced to be a subject .

The ansvrer to th is shoul-d not be to pretend that BNA can

of f  er  r ,vhat is not wi th j -n their  paradiqm, but to cal l  f  or  adcl i -

t ional  perspect ives,  thcor ies,  paradigms, aporoaches. Nlost  im-

nnrJ-:nf  r^rnrr l . l  be theOf ieS abOUt hOW mj-Sef \ /  i  c  nrndrrnar]  and f  e-J --

r r rndrrr-ed- and Such theOrieS c- iq i - - ihorr  i '^r ' r -  able toPruuuugu, 
qrru Duur l  L l lEv! t rsD E^!Ju urrs j  qIs r l ruIJPctrJ<

-+:r  r r  +1^^ -^. ts of  the nhenomena. And here the words rrsat is-
YEL AU Llrs !VVLJ vL

f ier"  and "need-object"  shov/ their  l iml tat ion:  they give an

impression of  something given to the need-subject  or  obtained

by her or him, I ike food or medicine. But i t  could also be

more automat ic,  as something provided by the structure i f  the
laa

structure is set  r ight- .  " '  Further,  a theory of  conf l ic t  is  an

indi  qnonq,r l - r ' le arrr l i  f i  nna1 na7<6pr: f i r ro:  sat iSf iefS afe Oftgn! r luaJPglrJrrp!E

sr:ar. :e-  there m^\,2 he trar. l  r - -Of f  S and ChOiCeS tO be made.,  e l  re!

A second strong point  in Bl iA is the r ich image they can

oirro of  f i -e l l rm=n l ' .o inr  r . rha6 thnv A-a n-t  tOO naffOf. l lV intef-

preted. A l is t  of  needs l ike the one given in i -a i - i le 2113 can

so easi ly be subdiv i -ded among the social  sciences, and i ' -  is

rather obvious r ,vhat the psTchologist ,  thc social  ps ' , 'c i ro l :g ist ,

the sociologist ,  pol i to logist ,  and econo:r , is t  vrould focus orrr

der iv ing their  hono pslzch.ologicus,  ar:C so on t i l l  we reach

homo economicus. BNA transcend such ef  for ts at  compa:: t -Jnental i -

zat ion,  a iming at  r ich bio-social ,  physiological-cul turaI

imagcs,

But t l rcn conc3 a m,:  jor  wcak-ncss again:  t l rc crnpir  j  ca

cedures f  or  dc.reloping thcse r ich inreges are f  ar  f  rom :  i , :gf  .

Surv 'ey rescarch may gct  at  valucs,  depth interviews m.ry probc

more dceply into mot ivat ions.  But for  needs i t  is  morc cornpl i -

cated: what the sr , rb jec t  says,  in spi te of  being a sub jec t ,  is

not necessar i ly  to bc taken at  i ts  face value. To use the two

dist inct ions made use of  in th is paper,  conscious vs.  unc_on-

scious (also caI led manifest  vs.  latent)  and true vs.  fa lse

needs: the subject  is  not neccssar i ly  conscious of  her or his

needs, and vrhat is held to be needs may turn out to be false

ner.ds:  fhnrr  m,rrz nnl-  hn J-h.r t -  : - -^.^L--  '  
114

. _. ,_ l  rLL*r  _. .*  _ lmpor t . tn t .
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The answer to th j -s would be that empir ical  methods do

oxiqf  .  hrr l  l .herz r-erfainl rz har le l -o rrn herrnnr l  q imnlrz :q l r inn t -hnYv vuJvrrv J!rrr I /a)  qJ^! t tv Lt lu

person what her/his needs are.  The dial-ogue should be a much

more promising approachr around the theme "what is so impor-

tant that  we cannot do vr i thout i t "  ("v/e,  "  not  "you; "  i f  a

social  scient ist  is  involved; helshe is also supposed to enter

the dialogue answering, not only qucst ioning) .  1 1 5 A process

of mutual  probing into depth may reveal  to what extent non-

sat isfact ion of  the need can real ly be held to be that crucial ,

and how much ef for t  or  sacr i - f ice one vrourd be wj- l l ing to make

for that  need. This would st i l l  be verbal ,  orr ly intense so

that i t  may exclore the deeper recesscs of  the mind.

The second major approach would be through pract ice,

again wi th thc same sr i rd iv is ion.  Empir ical  s i tuat ions of  c lcp-
r i " r1- ian mi-hl  OCCUf Whefe Sat iSf  iefs USlal Iv r)r-Fsr-nI  d isann6ArJ! rs!  J uJLtq_f I  LJi  UQU_l L qrJqt/ , /Jur

r . r l - rn l  l rz nr nr 
- . . - . -116 

l^^^vvrrvraJ v!  y*.  tLy;  '  ' -  does Cisinieorat ion takc place ol t  not?

And in the concrete s i tuat ion,  r . rhat  do people in f  act  sacr i -

f ice in order to meet a certain need? Iulore part icular ly,  are

thcy wi l l ing to sacr i f ice along other need-dimensions, for  i f

they do, that  serves as an indicat ion of  re lat ive pr ior i ty.

Tirus,  people are known to be wi l l . ing to give up their  l ives

for f reedon anCfor ident i ty,  So physical  sq;r" , i r7; l  is  not  un-
14' '1

condi  t ior-r ; . . , l  l . -z thc nost ba.slc nee( l  .  '  '  '  But the. , ,  are also v i i l l -

inf  to give up frccdom and/or i r lcnt iLt '  in orcl l r  to ol- lL,r_n

secur i ty and/or vrc l fare-- indicat ing the fut i l i ty  in t ry ing to

establ ish any universal  I incar hierarchy. Frorn considerat ions

such as thcse one arr ives at  a f lat ter  neecl- landscapc in gen-

craI .  t ror  part iculer s i tuat ions and groups cl_car pcaks may

be vis ib le;  vre do not deny hicrarchies in concrete s i tuat ions.
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Thus vre have csscnt ia l Iy four empir ical  approaches:

TABLtr 4

trIIPIRICAL APPROACI.ItrS TO EXPLORE NEtrDS

-  Verbal  approaches
(through dialogue)

1S I t  p(-)SSrpIC

to do without?

(A)

(c)

How much sacr i f ice
to have i t  sat isf icd?

(B)

1r)  \Nonverbal  approaches
(observat ion of  behavior)

This table can novr be seen as an exercise j -n methodology,

and one may discuss which method is more val id and which method

is more rel iable.  The conclusion is probably that  the nonverbal

methods are more val id but less rel iable,  among other reasons

because repLicat ion is fess feasible;  and the verbal  method i  s

more rel iabl-e,  but  a lso less val id.  Tl ie ve rbal  approach is

certainly the easier to r . . rso.  '  'o

But the four ap'oroaches can also be seen as a form of

social  pract icc.  Through dialoguc people help each other,  ra is-

ing the general  av/areness and consciousness of  their  own trne

needs, manifcst /conscious or Iatentr /unconscious, meanj.nE ;

that  what they real ly cannot do without.  This vr i I I  havc to be

zlrno hrr  mornq nF manf a I  e ' rnor i  mon le 
^Fr- .en i l i  th refgrence touvlrL p 

I  
l r r rerr  eJ ,  vr  L

past,  exper ience--asking both wl-rether i t  is  possible to do

without,  and ho'rr  much one vroulc l  sacr i f  ice.  And then f  rom con-

sciousness into pract ice:  t ry ing oui- ,  str ipping onc's exis-

tencc of  fa lse nccds, focusing mur: i t  n lorc on the truc needs

(not to mentron the true sat isf icrs of  the t rue necds),  cx-

pLor ing vrhat onc is wLLI ing Lo sacr iFicc in pract icc.  Thc

ne.ar1 cnai  o. l - r r  is  1_he SOciCty that  pCt:ni tS SpCh CXpCrirLentSJvvlvg] ' ] "^.*

wit i r in a vr ide range, for  th is is onc way in which bet- ter  so-

ciet ies can be bui l t .  And i f  a pcrson engJ.ges in th is endeav-

oL, is that-  not- . r  s i r ;n of  mat-ur i t -y?
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A third point  in BNA is that  they indicate a future agen-

r l :  €n- r lor-nl  nr-^* L ^.^J ^ - '6r \ /  r i  nh rnr{  a)nen a\nr-  R\ lA dO mOf eLlcr  ' j .LJ!  L]uvL' ILr lJ iLrULl  L l  d l lu a vcr y r  r t - l .L al1( l  \JUU]I  \Jr l t j .  lJ- \ .H,

than set a l is t  of  pr ior i t ies,  af  th ings that must be done.

f -arraa#lrz rrnr ' lnrsJ-ood fhov oo hr=vond r ' l  isr-USSiOn Of mini fnUmru LJ._I

ler , 'e I  of  sat isf  act ion in at  least  three ways. f  i rst ,  !b_":

^n-n 
lar  fho r^rhnlo e 'znlnr- :1- l6n Of t fUe Ve1.SUS falSe needS,

thereby potent ia l ly  being a tool  for  enr iching human existence.

A condi t ion for  th is,  however,  is  not only to str ip onet s need-

set of  fa lse needs, but also to enr ich i t  wi th latent,  but

t rue needs. This is where there i -s so much to learn f rom
1)o

others-*a reason why the union approach to universal ism'-"  in

the f ie ld of  needs is so important.  Second, they open for the

r . rha' l  n nvn' l  nr=t iOn Of t f  Ue Ve1. SUS f  a lse cr f  i  ef  i  arc 
^,reSt iOn-

incr el l  . l .he relat ionshit  !1Y

f  i  orq nra- ' i  qo I  r r  hrz hc' i  n

non-observable which ca

-[ron which thc bcst ,  th

needs and resources ava

fcr the whole explorat i

ns in tahle 2 r^zi fh f l ro nra+gnqlgd Sat iS-u!vL

6 :  l -hnnral- ' i  n: l  
-^ncf  

r r rnf  cnmo.|-  h i  na
t  uvr\re urr ! r rY

n serve to def ine a c lass of  sat isf iers

c most adequate in terms of  a range o:

i ' l :h ' l  n m:rr  l - rn ninl .nr : l  r f l - ' i r r ' lpJ-( jKeu. rrr-Lrc1/ L: lc: '  Oir . : r

on of  r icher rel-at i -ons bct ' . . reen neeis

and sat isf iers,  part icular ly hovl  nc ' ' l  sat isf ier-ccnr,e:<ts can

be imagincd re lat ing to vrhole need-comric: :es.  Ti t - :s,  ma..-be

transcendental  meditat ion is a wa)/  of  mce L. ing both lhe necd

for rest ,  heal th,  and for '  ident i tyzl  
21 

Anvhow, t l re point  is

to reason fron the needs, combining thcm ntental ly,  asking

for r ich sat isf ier  contexts that  may speak to new, more in-

tegrated conrbinat- ions,  and not to be steer:ed by exist j -ng

sl t is f icrs s imply bccausc thcy arc thcrc.

The rnajor:  weakness corrcsponding to th is strcngth remains:

t -hcre is a di f  f  crencc bct ' , r reen 1-ensi  on rel ief  and human cleveloc'-

ntcnt ;  and thc image is not ] - ro l is t ic cnough. Thc prel i - rn inary

answer would be that needs theory nevcr assumes that nceds rc-

nrain at  the same levcl ,  a sort  of  basemcnt level  in a bui ld i t rg

v/here values const i tutc the uppcr f loors.  Needs can be devel-

opcd precisely bccausc they are bio-social  in character.  We

have tr ied to point  to thc process: throu-clh internal izat ion

of values, to vrant so muci t  to do wi ' rat  is  qood and r ight  tha. t
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1))
i t  becomes a need to do so. ' - -  But th is wi l l  never exhaust any

im.rcrn of  ht tman l - r r . inoq har- , r t tse of  or ' r r  r - :nar- i  f r r  nf  1-r :nqcnndinrruqlruvt  uJ v!  ur  a l t -uulru r  l lY

wlratorrnr imaoe q,omnhod.r  has const r t r r . f  od i  n rrnnd d i  ronf  i  nnqrv u qv LUu, r l l  Y vvu ur!  gu ururro,

in bad, in both.

Conclusion: basic needs approaches are indispensable in

Anv fheorv of  r lnrral  nnmon+ +.hat sees devel  onmenf aq, dorre '1 0nmen+.
- I  " '  

rv l4t lu l l  u qJ u=v g lvt / I l rg l r  L

of hum.an beings-- in other theor ies BNA become unnecessary/  even
12.3

i iqf r r rh inc
- - , , ,1 .  

-  In one way or the other,  BNA wiI I  be present,

even under other names. Thus, instead of  let t ing the needs

creep up that bui ld ing f rom the basement,  one may let  the val-
r roq nroan dnr.-  

121 :  *  !^  ! \*-uy'rr ,  ' - '  into the basenent,  insist ing that i t  is

al l  cul turaI I lz  condi t ioned. But one i .oes not escape f  ron the

idea of  a genqr-go_sine qua non. No development theory worth

i ts name can do vr i thout an an'- i r ropology of  human beings, and

hc' ,^rever vast  the var iat ions,  the concept of  necessarT condi-

t ions remains.  That the approaches are beset wi th problems is

obvious; that  const i tutes important chal lenclcs l  or :  future rc-

scarch. But the major problems arc those p€?p'u,  ac: lcrcnts or

cr i t ics,  who see them as t l - re only apr l roacne s ani '  e i ther pre-

tend that BNA have d.rrS.r i€rS rvhcn not e, , .en tne quest ion can be

f ormulated vr i th in a Bt ' rA paradign, or at t -ack i t  for  r -he answers

BNA cannot anC shoulC not c{ ive.

So vihat we need is a r ich range of  perspcct ives among

vrhich BNA are one, and a r ich theory of  basic nceds, al l  of

which wi l l  be vcry complcx.  Ancl  yct  i t 'wi l l  ncvcr bc as com-

plc-r :  as human l i fe and social  real i ty thcnrselves,  in thcir  in-

f  1n j -  te var iety.  Artd that  rnay t , t t rn i r r  t -o a v i r tue wh.r  i -  Lo rnany

seems l ike a v ice bui l t  into basic needs approachcs: they arc

not only complex,  but also chaot ic.  But why not? Maybc t- l iey

should be chaot ic,  to guard against  the type of  c lar i ty that

wi l l  only too easi ly scrve as a basis for  bureaucrat ic/cor-

porate/ intel lectual  mani ' r , . r I ; r t ion I  i ' l rcre is much wisdom in the

by l " Iushat,oi i125 in defcnse of  t l - re al ternat ive of

chaos: King Chaos died when t}-re Kings of  the Northern and of

the Southern seas "structured" him by giv ing him eycs and ears,
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a mouth.  For that  reason we referred to the subject  of  th is

paper as approach, not as "model" ,  and not as "strategy" l

- -wcI l  knowing there are strong forccs t ry ing to puII  basic

needs in that  d i rect ion.  Some clar i f icat ion is necded, not

too much--whethcr the l l resent ef for t  is  adequate is for  others

to decide.
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NOTES

* Paper presented for the Workshop on Needs, organized
bv t .he Tnt-ernat ionales Inst i tut  f t i r  UmweIt  und Gesel lschaf t
( I IUG) ,  I ' r / issenscl ' raf  f -szentrum Berl in,  27 -29 l , Iay ,  197 B; f  or

fho qrh-nrniect  Needs of  the GPID-Project .  I t  is  afso planned
to appear as chapter I .3 in Johan Galtung, Da9 Poleszynski ,  and
a-r^-^ T. : i  r - l -  IndiCatof  S f  Or Derre ' l  onmFnf nr---rnrr  l - "  the Chai ff l t lL lg l> Vl I lqA, ' !  Usvslvprrrs l lLt  yrv 'q! !u ! ]

in Conf l ic t  and Peace Research, Universi ty of  Oslo,  the GPID
Project .  I  am indebted to Poleszynski  and Wirak and others at
the CCPR, OsIo for  count less discussions of  th is subject  s ince
the " lVor ld Indicators Program" was in i t iated in 1914, and for
the di-scussion at  the workshop. A short  version of  the paper
was also presented at  the fnst i tut  Universi ta i re d '6tudes du
Developpement,  Gene-ra 22 February,  1918. Some of the work was
done vrhi le the author was vrsi t  j - r ,g researcher at  the I IUG,
Berl in-h:est ,  a f ine vrork opportuni ty most grateful ly acknow-
ledged.

1.  In the GPID project  of  the UN Universi ty,  an j -nterna-

t ional  and interdiscipl inary at tempt at  approaching the devel-
nn-nenf nrohl6maf iorre f  rom al  I  f  hese anol  es at  the same t ime is
r -^ i^-  

- - .1 ^ AnF l r r ieF s, . l  ooan io in ino 1- i -o5g tcr tns in one sen-JJgrrrY lL lqUC r \JI ls ! I  is !  JrvV q11 
J vf l l r r rY Lt lg

tence woul-d be as f  o l lorvs:  "De\zelopment is a process transf ornr-
ing str ' - . r . - tu:cs--parF- icuIarI7 thosc o:  proiuct  ion/consu-rpt ion
anC major inst i tut ions--so that basic human neeCs are 'sat is-
f  recl  f  or  an increasing nurnber of  inct iv iduals at  an increasing-
Iy high leveI '  (1, I .  I larkovic) ,  wi th in the f ramework of  meaning
pror.r ideci  by cul ture and the outer } imits provided by nature."
SLogans I ike "sel f - re l i -ance,"  "endogenous development,"  and
"ecoloqicaL balance" are compat ib le wi th th is formulat ion.
"Basic needs" occupies a central  posrt ion bec. luse i t  is  so
closely associated with the goal  of  development which "  should
not bc to develop things but develop man" (Cocoyoc Declarat ion)
BuL this docs noL mean that i t .  is  g j t rcn central  cpistcnrolog j  cal
*^^; ! . :^-  -^. i+h-r  11 aetr  in. t_ - i  r7pl1z nor thanr^l- ia: l  l r r  n^l :  that  i tPVJJ-LAVlI ,  

l lUILl lUl  UEJU!TLJUIJL!/  l lv !  L l l rV!gL!UqIIJ,  l l l /

ic  1-ho rrnlrz norenn-]-  i r ro
urre vrr-  /

2. For an ef  for t  to draw a bal .ance-sheet of  strensths and
vieaknesses in BNA, see the concludinq sect ion.

3.  t ror  an analysj-s,  see Johan Galtung, "social  Cosnology
and l ' /estern Civ i l  Lzat ion" ,  Papers,  Chair  in Conf I ic t  and Peacc
Research (hereafter,  CCPR), 1979. No doubt th is is a key con-
cept in Western social  cosmology. Hovrever,  i t  makes a lot  of
di f  f  erence vrhat j - t  is  that  is  undergoing progress,  whether,
for  instancc, i t  is  the "economy" as measurcd by the GIr lP,  oL
the level  of  cosmic a\ . rareness, or happiness, or sat isfact ion
of basic needs for the most needy. r t  may be said that  a l l  cr-r1-
turcs h; tvc an impl ic j - t  idca of  progress:  progress is to imple-
ment,  real ize basic aspects of  the cul ture,  e.g. ,  to come
croscr to the one, to the t ranscendcntal- .  Typicarry wesLern

-1.-7q -
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nright be the unrestrained emphasis on matcr ia]  progress which
sooner or later wi l l -  Iead to compet i t ion because the mater ia l
is  scarce. This compet i t ive at t i tude vrould probably also very
easi ly carry over into non-mater ia l  f ie lds:  "see how saved I
am!"

4.  This argument is dcveloped in more detai l  in Johan
Galtung and Anders t r ' l i rak,  "H' . [nan Needs, Hu;nan Rights and the
Theory of  Development,"  Papers,  No. 31 from the CCPR, Univer-
s i ty of  OsIo (1916);  a lso publ ished by UNESCO in Reports and
Papers i -n the Social  Sciences, No .  37 ,  1911. laore precisEly,
there is the l - iberal /capi ta l is i  "product ionism cum consumption-
ism" (development as increase in domaj-n and scope of  the eco-
nom-ic cycles )  ;  the social  democrat ic "distr ibut ionism" (develop-
ment as a more egal i tar ian distr ibut ion of  access to gcods ancl
services) ;  the marxisL/sociel ist  " revol . i t ionis:r"  (developncnt
as a special  type of  structural  t ransforrnat ion in accordance
with the marxist  Stufengang scheme);  "cul tur ism" (development
as whatever is correct  by the cul ture at  that  point  in space
and t ime);  and "ecologism" (development as whatever maintains,
cvcn bui lds ecoloqical-  balance).

5.  This is the thesis of  automat ic i ty,  of  a strong cou-
pl ing betvieen a process in the structure on the one hand and
human needs sat isf  act ion on the other.  I ' luch f  a i th is needed to
disregard aI I  the data contradict ing thc l iberal  ancl  the narxist
automat ic i ty theses (e.9. ,  about t r ick l inc Co' . . , r - i  anC n,ul t ip l ier
cf fectsr  or  I iberat ion of  creat iv i ty) ,  exc:ot ,  pernaps, for
some l imi ted groups of  pcoplc o: :  for  a shorc per iod.

6.  The "homo mensura" thesis (Protagoras) may have two
interpretat ions:  that  u l t imateJ-y i t  is  the impact on lhe human
bcing that matters,  and each man/vroman (or group of  merr/womcn)
m.iy have their  ov/n measure.  The f i rst  - interpretat ion would run
against  re i f icat ions of  the types ment ioned; the second against
universal ism. This paper picks up both interpretat ions.

7.  This is thc rcason for the int imate l ink betvreen re-
i f icat ion and bureaucrat izai- ior-r :  the means bccome encls,  and
thc bureaucracy adninistr- . r ing thc mcans reservcs for  i tsel f  a
monopoly on thc "def in i t ior-r  of  thc s i tuat ion;  "  thcy wi l l  tc l l
t l - re peoplc hor,v the means/errds are developing. I f  the ends are
in thc people thcmselves i t  may be more di f f icul t  to i rnpose
outsidc judges: the only judgcs are thc people themselves.

B. The slog.rn for  the of  f  ic ia l  BNA so f  ar  has been "mi-
n j - rnum sat isf  act ion of  basic/matcr iar /human necds, "  somet j -mes
shortened in a way that blurs the important c l is t inct ion be-
t ' r tecr- t  needs anr, l  sat- isf  iers to , 'J0inintum needs. "  ' fhc_, most impor_
tant ef for ts so far  to def ine,  analyze, and make some steps
towards pol icy rccommcndat ion wi th in the uN system are made by
TLO (Employmcnt,  Gro-, ; i_h and B._rsic Ncecls:  A One-l 'v-or ld Problem
( Nc, ' r  York t  l r  acgcr nn fhn ninnanrr  - - .^-* ; l -ngvrork done by the Bar i lochc group (Amilcar o.  Flerrera ct  ar
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Catastrophe or Nerv Societv? A Lat i .n Amerj-can I ,VorId l r lodel  (Otta-
wa: IDRC, 1916)--and b) '  UNep (John and Magda McHaIe,  Basi-c Hu-
man Neects:  A Framework for  Act ion,  wi th introduct ion by Har land

and preface by I r lostafa Tolba, the
Ui iEP execut ive director,  INc' , , '  Brunsvr ick:  Transact ion Books,
19111--very much based on the work done by the Center for  rn-
tegrat ive Studies ( then at  g inc;hampton, now at Houston) for  the
Aspen Insr- i tute for  Humanist ic Studies (John and Iv lagda i r lcHale,
Human Requirenents,  St tpplv Levels and Outer Bonds: A Fram€v/ork
f  or  ' l ' |  i  nki  nq abOut the Pla.  r r  ar- t  Rr-rr l i  -  " i  !L *  -  i rOdUCtiOnr  d!U] l !  !1 lc 

r Iqr .LLs!_/  Du- )Jrrrr  WILi t  4 l I  f , l l r

n ZSl.  The Bar i loche
conccpL f  ocuscs on thc necds f  or  f  ood, housing, medical  scr. , - icc,
ancl  s lhools;  ILO arfds to th is,  naturalJ-1 ' ,  a "need" f  or  employ-
nent (which would be hard to demonstra 'ue ,  but  not harder than
to demonstrate any need for school ing-- that  is,  there is a need
for something to which school ing and empLcl 'ment may const i tute
some answers under certain condi t ions) .  The l ' lc f la les are broader
6'66nonj .  r re I  I  rz (hrr t  then thev af  e nOt COngf ra i ; red l - rw f  he demandS\vqu

to computer ize,  make models,  s imulate),  focusing on food,
heal th,  educat ion,  shel ter ,  c lothing (Basic Hunan Needs, p.  22),
but al -so adding some remarks on "socio-cul tural  needsr" human
r . i  r rhrc 

^nnl  
nrrmanI qonrr1i  i!  r j i iLr ,  sr , r l , rv. ,  ,  e--*-*JY, recrel t ion,  ar : ,d cn' . ' i fOnmental

protect ion (e.9. ,  the matr ix on pp. 118-19, bot-h references to
the book for UNEP ) .

The set of  papcrs out of  the f l  t  l . 'cr l i  Enployment Programme
€^r '1 ^. ,  , , -  !1- . i^  L-- . - r i ! . :^^ ?.9. ,  ]4.  J.  D. HOpkir ]S and O. D. K.I \JI  LUV/ \JP Ll1I> LJ- OUI LIUII ;  (

Norbye, " l4eet ing Basic Needs: Some Global  Est imates" (Geneva:
ILO, 1918);  papcrs on basic neecls in Guayana (by cuy Standing,
1911) and in Somal ia (by l4 ichael  J .  l lopkins,  19' /  B) ;  not  to ncn-
t ion Sheei" ian and i lopkins,  "Basic Necds Performarnce: An AnaLysis
of  Some Internat j -onal  Data" (1978),  "The Basic Needs Approach
to Development:  Some f  ssues Regarding Conccots and l ' lethodology"
(1977),  and Michael  Hopkins,  "Basic Needs \cproach to Develop-

ment Planning: A View" (1911).  In the lat ter  there is a compar-
ison betvreen the (minj-mum level  of  mater ia l )  Bl lA and the World
Bank approach, as expressed in t l .  Cl ' rene ry et  o l .  ,  Redistr ibu-
t ion vr i t ,h Grovi th (Oxf ord Univers i t1 '  Prcss,  197 4 )  and summarizes
f f ias fo lLovis:

"The main di f fercrncc,  of  course, is the expl ic i t  focus
on meet ing basj .c needs and not solely on incoine gener-
at ion for  the poorcst--basic needs is not only con-
cerned to generatc income through employmcnt,  to buy
pr ivately produccd basrc goocls,  i t  is  a lso concerncd
that publ ic ly provided basrc goods and scrvices ,  c.g.  ,
housing, hcafth and educaLion, rcach t .he poorcst  groups
of socic l -y"  (p.  22) .

IJopkins cont inues:
"Final ly,  perhaps thc most inrpor: tant  d i f ference betr ,vcen
basic nc:cds and redistr ibut ion wi th growth is thc pro-
ccss through whicir  basic nccds are to be obtained. Ba-
s jc nceds Jrrc not just_ . r  sct  of  consunlpt ion i tems to
be aimcd ar_,  thcy must also include a set  of  non_mate_
r ia l  needs vrhich are both ends in themselves and the



means (mass part ic ipat ion,  sel f - re l iance, social  jus-
t lce,  equal i ty)  through whj-ch basic needs must be met"
Therefore,  any discussion of  meet ing basic needs tar-
gets must center arou.nd what is in the set of  basi-c
needs, who is to choose the basic needs and how is
this to be done" ( loc.  c i t . ) .

The last  sentcnce summarizes t -he GPID approach qui te wel l - .  Also
see E. Lee, "Non-matcr ia l  Needs, "  ILO (mimeo, 1976).  But even
though I lopki t rs,  in conrncnt ing o;r  Lee, says "-- in any at tempt Lo
determinc a "core" set  of  needs, T woulc l  urgc considerat ion of
bot i - r  mater ia l  and non-mater ia l  needs,"  the t l - r rust  of  the ILO
ap1;roaclr  is  certainly on thc maLeriel  cnes.

UNESCO makes an ef for t  to broadet- i  the approacl ' r ,  as one would
ownor- i  end o\ /en dentand fron Ui. IF,SCO, i r - r  i |s  UNESCO Pol ic. f  Rele-
vant QuaLity of  L i fe Program; a presentacion of  whrch was given
at the XIth WorId Congress of  Sociology, Uppsala,  14-19 August
1918. UNESCO has also voiced scept ic ism against  BNA as compet-
ing wi th NIEO, see UNESCO doc. 1O5 EX/7, 22 September 1918.

Outside the UN ment ion should be made of  the Overseas Develop-
ment Counci l  in h 'ashinEton, e.9. ,  John tr^I .  SewelL,  The United
Stetes and l r lOr^1d t terzel . . , -o '@ (- : . - . r r  ycrt ,  z-c:CO:r,
Praeger,  1977) ,  where the Pir l 's icaL Q'ual tc)1 of  L i fe fnde-r  (PQLI)
is also presentecl  (pp.  141-54),  t l ic  i lc le: . :  is  based on Li , fe ex-
pectancy, infant nroi la l i t l ' ,  anc, l  l i te i :ac ' , ,  anr j  y:-c l , is  s*. : r r t l inc;
resul ts to the naive vrho bel icved that-  Gi . lP had to do with such
things--r- t  ranks cc;untr ie s qui te crr  i f  crcnt ly,  of  course. I lany
others could be ment ioned, but the upshot is c lear:  the basic
needs approaches so far hai"rc focuscd on a smal l  number of  ma-
ter ia l  needs, and on the minimr.rnt  or  f  loor level  of  sat isf  act ion.
Tn the Aspen approach this is referred to as the f r rst  f loor:
the f  i rst  f  loor is minimum human needs, the f  oocl ,_- t teaf  t f t ,  ana
educat ior ,  to which each person should be ent i t led by v i r tue of
being born into the wor ld we cal l  c iv i l lzcd,  The seconcl  f loor
would be such other basic needs .-rs are dr: f  incd (and rcdef ined ovcr
t ime) by each nat ion-state-for r ts o ' r / t r  people (Mcl la les,  Basic
f luman Needs, p.  1 5) .  Nobody \r iould bel i t t le th is hlghty i rnpor-
t . rnt  breakthrough in dc='"-r :  lo l , t i ren t  t -h j  r " r i : i  ng in a wol :  ld v, .hcre
approximately 612 of  the popt- i lat ion of  devcloping market econ-
omies can bc descr ibcC as scr i .ously poor and 312 of  th is grol lp
as dest i tute ( ILO, t rmployment,  Growth and Basic Nqecls,  pp.  21-
22).  But there is the vcry i rnportant danger in thc whole ap-
proach that a group of  the vror ld populat ion is def ined as some
kinr l  of  second-class c i t izcr-r  (a f regucnt expression j -n the In-
dian debate on this issue) f  or  whom mi-nirnum sart isf  act i -on of  a
h.rndful  of  nceds is al I  onc is aining for.  Ar-rd in addi t - ion,  i t
f  reczes dcvelopmenl-  th i -nking at  a vcry f  ovr lcrzcL inclcecl  ,  whcre
dcvelopmcnt th inJ: ing shoulc l  makc us look forvrard to ncw hor i -
zons: increasing numJ,rcrs of  ncccls zr t  increasing l -cvels for  in-
crcasing numbers of  peoplc.

9.  Thus, t i terc is somct.hing ncgat ive about the nceds ap-
proach, very wel l  expressed by Dorothy Lee in her "Are Basic
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l ieeds Ult imate?" in Freedom and Culture,  ed.  D. Lee ( t rnglewood

Cl i f fs:  Spectrum, lgW
"The premisc that man acts so as to sat isfy necds prc-
supposcs a ncgat ive concept ion of  the good as amel io-
rat ion or correct ion of  an undesirable state.  Accord-
ing to t l ' r is  v j -erv,  Inan acts to rel ieve tension; good
is the rcmoval  of  e-z i l  and welfare the corrcct ion of
i l ls ;  sat isfact jon rs the meet ing of  a need; good
funct ioning comes from adjustmcnt,  survival  f rom ad-
aptat ion;  peace is the resolut ion of  conf l ic t ;  fear,
of  the supernaturaL or oi  adverse publ ic opinion, is
the incent ive to good condrrct ;  the happy indiv idual
is the weII-adjusted i ; rd iv idual .  "

No doubt,  there is in the need concept the idea of  tensj-on re-
I ief .  But these tensions are real ,  whatever the mix of  the phys-
io logical /cul tural  basis.  Vlhen she argues that " i t  is  value,
not a ser ies of  needs, which is at  the basis of  human behavior"
( i -b id.  )  ,  she is obl j - terat ing the important dist inct ion between

values in general  and values so basic that  the tension resul t -
ing f rom non-ful f i l lment becomes destruct i r re.  Needs are in th is
Iat tcr  caLegory,  and i t  is  not  a f ixecl  catc;or7.  We 3an Lurn
values into needs, the quest ion is,  i r 'Lr ich ."ralues should become
needs ?

10. Er ich Promm, in his scnin.-r i  To Hat 'e or to Be? has a
l istofc]raracter ist icsof, ' ihei . ]c i l l {a,@intro_
ctuced by thc fo l lo"r inE . : tc:rd,s:  "The funct ion of  the new societ iz
is to encourage the emergence of  a nev/ Iu1an, beings whose char-
actcr  structure wi l l  exhibi t  the fo l lowing qual j - t ies:  wi l i ing-
nFqs fo uirre ' ' *  ^r"r  t r^---  ^F l - ' : r ' i - -  i^  ordcr to f r r ' l  l .zbc"anclsOI rLJJ Lv yrvu UP ArMrl t l -  vI  l loVIrr \J aJl  Uruur uv rurrJ

or,  ancl  so for th.  I  l ike the l - is t ;  i t  is  fu l l  of  moral  exhor-
tat ions,  buL then vr} ' iy  not? In a sense i t  is  a l is t  of  -vrhat i t
means to be Eood, to others and to onesel f .  To nany peoplc t i rese
are not only values but nceds i r r  thc scnse that nct  to be/do/
act  I ike that  v iould have very negat ive consequences. Thus, a
nr-or ' l  m2\/  hp .a id to be a deenLv inte,rnaLizecl  vaIue, and the
quest ion is,  again,  v, ' i r rch values shoulc l  be intcrnal izecr?

1'1 .  Thus, vror lc l  p l - r i losonhies tcnd to be relat ively s i lent
on mater ia l  nceds, wi th thc important e>:ccpt ion of  somc of  the
basic r / /estcrn phi losopl- t ics in Ant iqui ty,  important for  the gcn-
eral  m.r tcr ier l is t ic  b ias of  vrestcrn thot- lghL. (but they m.- ty ar lso
have bcen rnis inter l : rcLcd, and at- . rny rat ,e,  the Middlc ^ l ic ;cs v/crc
lcss matcr j  a l ly  bcr- i t  )  .  Uhal-  i  s  c lcncr,- i1.112 .rssociat  cd wi th Ori-cn-
Lal  thor,rght-  ( for  a c lctctc) .  sLlrr . /cy scc J.  K.  Ic ib lcman, U1_<-1_e5-1-anc1-

4:L pff_gl f_! i ' ]_ l t '1 lqqj?l t ly ( i . l 'c-rr  York :  I tor izon Press ,  197 (:  )  has a
vcry non-matcrral  b ia: ; .  Somc such biases arc dial-ect ical :  onc
t i :adi t ion t r ics to correct  for  the other,  exposing hunr;rnkind
to inrages t i rnt  are ei ther non-mater ia l lv  poor ou so ful l  of
c l isdain for  the mater iaL that many humair  L"pu" i t ies remain un-
derdeveloped; nceds remain embryonic--human dcvclopmcnt is low.
As can bc seen fron footnote B this is also very much the case
with BI{A: there is some kind of  strange f  ear in connect ion vr j - th
the non-mater ia l  needs, Ieavirrg refcrcnces to thcm parcnthet ical ,
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12. There is an assumption, though, perhaps an unwar-
ranted one, that  they may be madc conscious about their  needs,
e.9. ,  through psychoanalysis and rcfated procedures,  through
l . i  

- l  ^  
, , i  ! la nf  l rnrc :h^ +hrnrral^.  r . r rn]-olalogues wl. tn otrre - f  s ,  dnu Lrr !  vu)r ,  - lce.

13. Thus, there is agreenent v i i th Andrze j  Sic i i - rski ,  in
"The Conccpts of  'Nccd'  and 'Value'  in Lhc Light of  thc SysLems
Annroar:h-"  ' i  n Social  Sciences fnforrnatILL\*"-- : . iY ion,  1978, pp. l1-91,
vrhen he wri- tes:

"--v/e may adopt the fo l lowing def in i t ion:  a need of  a
grven systcm is tnat  proi ,c:----  ' , . .u-rse of  vrhlZE-a de-
f  ined state of_! !S_e"" i ton.=t . .  of  tnt  s_vstem is a
necessary condj- t ion

i ionment.  i f  a neel is not
sat isf j -ed,  that  condi t ion is not met,  which resul ts
in the funct ioning of  the system being disturbed"
(emphasis his,  p.  7 3) .

t r {hat  he cal- ls "a def ined state of  an environment" is what here
vr i l l  be cal l -ed a sat isf  ier  or  a need-object ,  ancl  Sic i f isk i  puts
i ts locat ion in the environrnent ( in the S\/ster ' ,  theory sense)--
assuning, i t  secms, that  v lhat  is c.r l le i l  a ne ecl  rs sorLethinr;  a
system c.rnnot meet i tsel f  ;  t l re enr, , i roni ient  hars to come into the
picture.  Hovrever th is may bc,  thcre is the idca of  "nccessary
condi t ion,  "  Sic ihski  appl ies the concr lp l  of  "  need" to systems,
def ined as "  any set of  ob j  ects iv j  t i r  re la l - ionships between them
and between t-heir  at 'cr ibutes" ( Ioc.  c i t .  ) .  This is too broad
fcr my purpose; I  shal l -  use i t  or-r ly for  human beings, and refer
to the broader concept of  "necessary condi t ion" s imply as that ,
as "necessary condi t ion.  "

14. Thus, some concept of  f reedom, not only of  choice but
of  insight in how to choose, would be associ-ated with a need in
al l  societ ies and cul tures,  not because complete uni formity and
regimentat ion are four-rd nov/here,  but.  because they arc resented
everywhere. This statement is c lear ly di f  fercnt  f rom aDlz hyi :o-
thesis to the ef fect  th"r t  " there is a need for f rcedorn of  c i ro ice
of consumcr goods, or of  spousc, e '"rcr7 ' . . rhcre.  "

15. The dangcr,  thouSh, wot i ld be that one may abstract
away from the part icular i t ics of  any spcci f ic  l is t  in order to
establ ish c lasscs of  necds at  h icylrcr : ,  ancl  nror:e r- in iversa-L,  Ie v-
eIs.  But th is dangr:r  is  i r - ihcrcnt,  in alry proccss of  abstract j -on

16. So, what i t  a pcrson says, and cvcn dcnonstrates,
that  he/she wor. i ld "dis int-cgr. i tc"  unless i_n a posi t ion to domi-
nate somcbody? Such pcoplc cxist ,  inclr :cd.  Thcre is no argumcnt
that th is m.ry be a c lceply inLernal- .zed vafuc,  but t l ' raL d.oes
not rnean that we accept i t .  we might even l i l le to chal-rcnge
thc cul ture that  g iv i :s rrsc to t l ' rat  r l , -_ i luc.

11 .  Sic i i rski  use s thc broaclcr  tcrrn "environment"--of  which
the social  context  i  s  a n.rr t  rho r-mnha si5 on social  context
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c l - rnr^r i  6s tha t .  f  here iS nO Contf  adict ionvu! v 9J ul lv

between salz inn t l ' rat  t l - re needs are located inside indiv idual
human beings as need-subjecLs, aud that many of  thcm are social
in character.  In other words,  ther:e is no logical  l ink assum-
ing that f rom "needs are located inside indiv iduals" i t  fo l lows
tfr i t  "needs are sat isf  ied by incl iv iduals in isolat ion,  "  conjur-
ing images of  the hermi- t  in a cave, the lonely Norwegian in his
hut ( the l ieutenant in Hansun's Pan, r , . r i th his dog) ,  of  mastur-
bat ion rather t l ' ran social  sesualr t l ' .  \Vhcn this misunderstanding
so of  ten appears j -n the less ref  }ect-eo l i terature i t  is  prob*
abty due to a fa i lure to dist inguish bctween need-subjects and
neeci-obj  ects/sat isf  iers .

18.  And from here there is a straight l ine back to the
neLlat ive argument in favor of  the BNA. The "natton/society has
a nced for product ion/consumption, for  revoiut ion,  for  cul tural-
preservat ion or cul tural  change, :or  narure ; l reservaLion of
ut i l izat ion,"  etc. ,  are incorrect ly fornul-ateC sentences, dema-
gogical ly designed to givc to pol i t ical  prograrns the character
nf cnmoi_l- ' inn thaL haS tO be dOne fOf hUman l - re inos to srrrr l i  r r r rvi !+:rY vvlrrY

anr l  derrel  on .  i  nrnl  ' i  r : i  I  i  n thc r :onr--enf of  need. TO attack the,  + ' t t  t l  
L

need concept on the basis of  such demagogical  uses of  the con-
noni iq ad11A 

-1 
l rz dnm;rcnrr in! r  usrLtqY

19. Sic i i rski ,  "Conccpts of  )Jeecl  and Value, "  p.  73i . ,  speaks
"of  a logical  h ierarchy of  needs, nanely:
"  (1 )  needs rvhose non-sal- is iact ion resul is in the an-

nihi lat ion of  the s i 's ter . , ,  ( t l tesc cculd be terr : ,ecl
as i -n t radi t ional  termr:roloEy fundartental  ncccLs);

"  (2)  nee ds whosc non-sat isf  act ion resul ts in t ] ' re sys-
tem's inabi l j ty  to perform somc of  i ts funct ions;

"  (3)  needs ;6osc non-sat isfact iof f i r -
banccs in the systcm's perforrnance of  some of
i ts funct- ions, '

"  (4 )  necas resuf t in.J in c l r : turbances in the derzclop-
ment of  thc syslcm (t l r is  appl ics to sel f -orga-
nrzing s)/stems in part icular)  .  "

In other vrords,  th is is an exanplc of  a hierarchy based on how
destruct i . re non-sat isf . rct ion is.

20. Unless,  of  course, as a part-  of  a hungcr str ike unto
death,  as a weapon in a s l - rur ;g le for  f reedom and ident i ty,  for
instance. Such i -h ings happc:r- i ,  s i ior . r ingl  c lear: Iy that  physical  s l r r -
v ival  is  not necess.rr i ly  t l rc need accorded top pr ior i ty in aI l
s i tuat  ions

21. The
" inval id" not

zz .  .b or
chotomi rs turr .
t l l i  s  r roLi-r i r rc -

Eng l ish langua._ye of  f  ers arrother cxamplc of  th is:
only mcans "non-val idr"  but  a lso "handicappcd."

Inoro oznlor, . r  l jOnS Of [Ovl  d ja]r-ct i r -  ; rnn,rrcnt  d i -
out tc> bc,  scc the art ic lc by Katr i t r  Lc-r lcrcr  in
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23. See Johan Galtung, "On Alpha and Beta and their  many
Combinat ions,"  subproject  "Vis ions of  Desirable Societ ies,"
GPfD Project ,  Mexico,  Apr i l  1978.

24. I 'or  mor:e on this d
True l {or lds:  A Transnat ional

see Johan Galtung, Thc
(Ncw York:  The Free

i  q ]_ i  r r r - f  i  nn

T)nrqrror- l -  i  r ro
' - -Y_J::- : -* ' "

Press, l ' lc l4 i l - lan Co.,  i979), ul rdP Ls!  a .

25. f  am indebted to my col leagues in the World Order Mod-
els Project  for  st imulat ing discussions on this subject ,  espe-
cial1y dur ing the meet ing in New Brunsr ' , r ick,  August 197 6.

26. Thus, both Gandhi and guer i l la t ) 'pe resistance are
based on very decentral ized, nunerous, and autonomous unl ts--
so that the sociecy cannot bc hi t  at  any central  point  and dom-
inated from that point .

21 .  See the excel lent  ar t ic le by Pierre Spi tz,  Sj- Ienb. Vi-
olence: Fa.mine and fnequal i ty,  Geneva, Uni ted I ' iat ions Inst i tute

pment (unnr sD) /7 8/  c .7 ,  prepared
for UNESCO, Divis ion of  Human Rights and Peace; publ ished in
Internat ional  Social  Scicnces Journal ,  Decembcr 1978.

28. This is dcvcloped i -n Johan Galtung ar-rd AnCers Wirak,
"On t i ie l i .e lat ionsl i tp beL' . recn f lu:r ,an Rights ancr Huir .an I ieeds, "
Papers,  CCPR, No. J1,  1918.

29. I t  is  actual ly being nace use of  in another GPID sub-
project ,  "Al ternat ive l {ays of  L i fe";  see Procecdings from the
conference in Cart igny,  Apr i l  1978.

30. This is a major lacunae in current devel-opment stud-
ics,  and one of  the ntany purposes of  t .he GPID project  is  pre-
cisely,  through interregional  studies,  to t ry to study l {estern
sor:  jef 'z  exnl  ic : ! r"  '^ : !  ' r f  . :  or^7n f  or-rq- bUt in tCfmS Of non-JvuILLf u^v!ruILIy l tUL Vr l  IUJ vvrrr  uvr- .1J,

l {cstern societ j -es--e. !J ' r  os sccn by f r rc ign st-udents and'dorkcrsf
to see vrhat l ight  that  can shcd on problems of  maldevelopment
in the "First  vror ld."

31. Thre best knovrn author/  most-  wort-hy of  bcing drscusscd,
is,  of  coursc,  Abraham I l  .  I4aslovr.  I l is  f  amous hicrarchy was put
forvzardin ' 'ATheoryofI Ium.inMot ivat ion, , ' r : r@
L (1943),  pp.  37O-96; also scc his books, Ncw KnovrLedcie i - r - r  l l r - rnran
Values ( iJ, . : tv Yo::k:  i lar1:cr  and l {ow, 1959);  !_"_. , rgt ]_"_$ f l
BeTn.J- (  Pr: inceton :  Varr Nos tr :arxl  Rcinl ' io Ld, 1t-CZl t  

^1"! fg-!1p1rj !4!gl-sonal i t \ '  (Nevr York:  I larpcr ancl  Rovr,  197O) ;  Farther l lgaches of
I" lurn.rn Nature (New York:  Vik ing Press,  1911)@
Grom 194:)  t ' ras f  ive levels:  at  the bottom are physioloqical

nnnr lq t /hrrn-or f  h i  rc t -  A! / \ ' / t -h y-r1\r . \y\ ,  -r rueur \ r rurryur,  Lrrrrsr ,  oxygcn, rccovcry f rom fat_igue) and safcLv
ncecfs ( f reedom from pain,  protcct ion of  physiological  goals) ;  

. .

in the nir ld le,  bclongin! lness and lovc needs ( f r iendship,  love,
and ten. ier  af fcCtronl  (p iest ige,
achievement,  status,  and dominance) ancl  need for sel i -actuat-
izat ion (exprcssion of  capaci t ies ancl  ta eA
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t i tem in these three because t ] - rat  seems to correspond not too
badly wi th what one may associatc tv i th lo lver,  middle,  and upper
classes in our vert ical  societ ies;  the niddle c lasses taking
physiological  and safety needs for granted but not able to ac-
! ' , rL-  +1^^ 1^. i - i .^cf  

^r^rrn 
ai  neef lq:  fhe l l t .1t-1Ar r- l :qqac doonlrz An-LUOL(:  UIIg r I IYt tU- L Y!vuIJ v!  l lLLuJ, LI ls uppu! vruJJLJ us9y! j  Lr l

gagcd in exact ly that ,  taking the others for  granted--maybe
Ciscover inq t ] - rat  in the struggle f  or  esteem and sel f -actual iza-
f  ion- helonoir  ^ --^J 1^"e nceds Somchow cre1- neo' l  cr-1_od- AnvLIUIt  t  9= rVrMl l \ , .1 l lc5J ol lu f  uvc l lucuJ >ul tLL: lLuw yEL l rsyrs!Leu. nr\1

vert ical  order ing of  needs is l ikely to be ref lected in social
strat i f icat ion one way or the other,  and a theory of  needs hj .er-
arci-r . . 'may thereforc easi ly become a just i f icat ion of  social  h i -
erarcnv.

32. This is ve ry c l  car ly ref  lcc l -ed
ces Le systan w i  th thc br 'a l i : r :  n on Lop and
at the bottom.

in the c lassical  Hindu
f he I  ahnrer.  f -he shudra

33. One
htr  Fl tdAh K^^n" lp:

ci- : l l -  1q61\
t rvt l .

is  rcminded of
f )or  Cq-qf  a:  I

t  ee

the c lassical  text  in th is f ie ld
(Frankiurt :  Europ, l ische Vcr lagsan-

34. I f  for  the sake of  the arg'oment v/e assume that the
tr{estern threshold is higher,  meaning that more mater ia l  sat is-
fact ion is needed before any at tent ion is given to non-mater ia l
needs, then vre woul-d also expect that  in their  t -endency to uni-
versaL:_ze Westerners v l i l l  assume these thresholds to be univer-
sal .  This,  in turn,  means that Westerners wi l l  constantJ-y be
takcn by surpr ise by the w:- l l ingness of  other pcoples to s+-rul-
gIe for  f reedom and ident i ty even under condi t ions of  nate: : ia l
dcpr ivat ion that inact ivate conpletely an averagc ! iesterner.
That bol-h wel l - fed and vrel l -c lad p. jopLe nay be vi i l - l ing to lay
do,. ' rn t ] - rc i r  I ives for  f reedom ancl  ic icn' , i t i '  is  vrel l  knov;n and
also throvrs douir t  on t t - rc assurnl t t ion of  I ) r i rac-, , i  - in an absof ute
scrrse to secLl t : i t1 '  neccls,  to ph-:s ic. , l  sur, / ' i , , 'a l .

35.  This is spel led out in nore detai l  in Galtung andldirak,
"HLrman Needs, Hu,rran Rights,  ancl  t ic  T] . leoL:v of  Developnrent."  G.
Rist  has of  f  ered the ic lea of  a monaster l '  lnstead, as a comnent
to the l is t  in table 2--wrcr-rg i f  the neccl-c lass f reedom is in-
c luded, probably a good descr ipt ion i :  the range of  needs is
curtai led to includc secur i ty,  vrel fare,  and ident i ty only ( in
the GPID net ' / iork meet inq,  January 1918) .  El ise Boulding ( in thc
World Order iu lodcls Project  IWOiutp]  meet ing,  Auc;ust  1976) has
suggesLecl  that  one may st- i l l  ha'" 'c  a zoo vt i th al t  f  opr neccl-c lasscs
mei---one may pro.rram pcople to accc.rpt  administrat i r" ,c solu-
t tons to al l  problems rathcr than increasc behavioral  abi l i ty
and the human capaci ty to sensc thc needs of  others,  The ansv/cr
viould be that th is is a misrcading both of  ider-r t i ty  and frceclon
nceds-- i t  woufd run against  e iLhcr c lass of  ncccls.

36. Ti ' rc hunan r ic-J l - r ts
: ; t rcngth in Lhc f ic ld of  f
the f ic lc ls of  seclrr i ty and
in the f  ie ld of  ide nt-  i  ty  .

t radi-r- ion,  whic i r  has i ts t radi t ional
rccdoirr ,  l r . rs rcccni- ly . ic ldcd nruch in

vrcl f  arc,  buL is st i l l  r :e lat ivcly wcak
I ior  an analysis,  sce Johan Caltunq and
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Anders Wirak,  "On the Relat ionship Betv,reen Human Rig'hls and Hu-
man Needs. "

37. Nei ther l - iberal i -sm, nor marxism, can be said to be a
sLrong on emphaslz ing the possibi l i ty  of  non-mater ia l  growth
before or toqether vr i th mater ia l  qrov; th.

38. Thus, a consensus in the Ui . l  around mater ia l  needs
would probably break down very quickly i f  the intr icate,  "phi-
lOsonhical t '  nrohlemq nerr fa ih ih^ +n i . l^hFi t - r '  :nr l  f roodggl  ShOUIdy! vvrvrLrr  

I rLr  uqf r r r r ry rsur l  u r  rJ r !  uev\

be entered into,  vr i th the First  vror ld accusing the Second world
of repression and the Second vror ld accur ing the First  wor ld of
al ienat ion (and the First  wor ld reto: : t ing wi th a tu guogue) ,
the Third wor ld obtaining nothing for lack of  consensus. The
spir i tual  poverty of  l ibcral ism and marxism (conpared, for  in-
stance to Oriental  thought)  may have been necessary for  th is
consensus to be worked out-- for  qood or for  bad.

39. This i -s done in
I lc iestad, and Er ik Rudcng
I l i . , torrz-  anr l  Somc Rcf lcct
br idg c Modc rn i i i  s  tory ,  

'1 ?
i r* f f i ,  ch
detai l ,  see Johan Galtung

40. This version is
of  lVestcrn technology in
UNCTAD, Geneva, 1979.

more detai l  in Johan Galtung, Tore
,  "On the Last 25OO Years in Western
ions on the Coming 5OO," The Nevr Cam-

vol-s.  (Cart l - r iCgc: C. ln,rr i i7e Unrvcrsrty
.  12,  pp. 318-61).  Fo;:  nt .ch more
, "Social  CosmoLog-{ and i l -estcrn Civ i -

a lso used in the author 's cr i t ique
Develonment,  Enviro-nment and Technology,

I  j -zat ion,  "  Papers,  CCPR, Universi ty of  Oslo ,  1919 .

41. In so doing iL is also a response to thc cr i t - ique of
t l - re needs concept by my col league Gi lbcr:*-  Rj  s1.-  (see his chapter
in th is volume) .  At  least  in ear l ier  \ rers ions I  1:erceive his
cr i t ique as being dircctcd not aoajnc'*  r :c, : fs theory but.  ag.r jnst
the Westcrn pcrversions of  ncccls l -heor l r - -or  ar1 ai  nst  somc oL
them. t ror  a nore ef fect ive cr i t ique of  that  k ind of  needs thco-
Ty, a rnap of  Westcrn social  cosmoloqy and social  structurc is
needcd to c lenerate hypothescs about what } : ind of  b iascs woul-c l
be l ikc ly.

42. I t  is  inrporLant bccause the vior ld wi l l  now increasrng-
ly need a more abstract  concept of  "Westernness" to unclerstand
better vrhat is ha;;pcning. Pov/er located in the West may be dc-
cl in ing;  Westernncss m;)y,  in spi te of  t l - rat ,  or  even bccause of
Lhat,  bc on the r isc.

43. One migl ' r t  cven say that th is is the funct ion of  the
UN system f  rom a Western angle:  what is profouncl ly t {cstern may
look more universal  c lothed in a ulJ resolut ion,  dt  least  t i l l
one starts asking quest ions about the deqJree of  Westernizat- ion
in thc UII .

44- But there ar:e di f f icurt ics here.  fn a paper by Br i -
g i t te Janik,  "Die Befr icdigung der existent ie l len Grundbedr- i r f -
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nisse des Menschen als Faktor der Entwicklung und der Entwick-
Iungsplanung, "  Vicr te} j  ahresbeffs t .wicklungs-
l i inder,  no.  47, March 1972, f rom the Fr iedr ich Ebertst i f tung,
pp. l7-94, the needs for calor ies and protein are given, sex-
speci f ic ,  d9€-speci f ic  and for regions ( the Iat ter :  f rom trAO)
(p.6i) .  Keeping weight and height constant,  the most needy are

nrcn in the age group 1B-35 (29OO cal) ,  the least  needy are women
in the age group 55-15 (1600 cal) ;  th is is for  Europe and the
U.S. As to r :egion: according to FAO the most necdy are the North
American (271O cal--but thelz get 3090 ,  14e" overconsumption) ,
and the least  needy are the people in "Asia and the Far East"
(2210 cal ,  but  thcy get '1 99O, df l  undcrconsumpt ion of  '1Oe; )  .  But
how much of  th is is a sel f - fuI f i l l ing prophecy-- the argument
h^ino "hnr-Alrqe 1.hr,v are sm,el Ier  thev sho" l - r  -^F 1^^^t '  when the! i f r rY !uuauJg LlrLj  s!e JrLiq--e- 

- . .JUIU YgU IgDD

raa. l  i f .z  is  "hc ' r -arrqe thev oef I r .qs fherr  ,are smaIIer"? Even i f  the)-"
standards for infants are the same? Anyhow, according to th is
North Americans in general ,  and men'1 B-35 years,  a l l  over have
some kj-nd of  strange community:  thei '  are calory need neighbors.

45. This becomes even more clealyrhen neeos are made l i fe-
avnlo cno- ' i  f i^  - '^ ' -^+!- i ' .^  -e laf  ivelv f r . 's  aUChOfS haVe dOne. OneU,\ UIE )pEUMUT 

-)VIt tgLl l I l l_V 

IE!quIv! ! !  !E/ '

f  ino ovnan1- inn iS I t {CHaleS, BaSic Hur,rair  NeeCs, } lD. 52-56. I f!J r fv:1\^*vU.

in addi t ion history is brought int-o the picture,  there wi l t  be
mani/  p laccs to search for companions with the same or s imi lar
necds prof i les,  and hence a potent ia l  sense of  sol idar i ty.

do only in part  refcr  to needs--mainly to goals suclr .  as enr ich-
l r rcnt ,  po, / /er  (couched in var ious terms )  ,  etc .  I t  n ight  be int-er-
cst ing to have several  gr :oups look at  t r  v ih i t  c:<tcnt  these Eoals
can be s.r id to ref  lect  basic hunan rrGeds at  a l l .

41.  In a faf :er  for  the scminar "Object i fs,  Processus et
Tndicateurs de d6veloppernent,  "  IUED, Geneva 1 911 / l  B .

46.  The List  g iven in Ervin Laszlo
kind (New York:  E.  P. Dutton, 1911) are

4E. In l l indu thought th is seems
e.rr . rvhodv has ^a-rr1-. i -^  ac a HindU ins /  sr  I  lJuJ l rqD 

-Vl l lE 
urr l l rY vI

qucst. ion of  becoming aware of  i t .  For
poLcnt ia l  Chr ist ian in cvcrybody, but
is needeC to br ing i t  oul- ;  i t  is  not

et  dI  .  ,  G.oaIs for  l " lan-
not or th is k ind;  they

to be a basic element:
him and her;  i t  is  a
thr:  Chr i -st ian there is a
ar- \  act  of  conversat ion

thcre vr i l - l ' rout  fa i th.

49. Thus, thc c lassi f lcat ion syst ,cm suggested makes i t
possible to explorc sr-rch absolutc ly basic pol i t ical  and stra-
tcgic problems as the t imc order:  what k incl  of  socicty docs one
get by emphas tztncl  wcl farc before f recdoni ,  or  by t ry ing to let
thcn grov/  togel-hcr? I t  should bc easy to formulate sucl-r  problems,
thc stcp f rom needs thcory to everyday l i fe bot l ' r  at  the pcople
level  and the pol i t ic ian lcvel  s l rould not bc too long.

50. Sce Johan GaItung, "VJhat is CulLurar l  Dcvcloprncnt?"
C4 ,  UNI]SCO ,  1g'7 B.
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51. Tir is is analyzed in some detai l  in Johan Galtung,
Tore Heiestad, Er ik Rudeng, "On the Decl ine and Fal I  of  Empires:
The Roman Empire and Western Intper ia l ism Compared,"  Papers,  f lo.
J5,  CCPR, Universi ty of  Oslo,  1978.

52. The basic point  is  a lways to keep one's mind open and
regard these as hypotheses, not as laws. Incidental ly '  the mis-
tal te of  inferr ing f ron relat ions betvreen need-classes to rela-
t ions betvleen need-dimens j -ons is an e>:ample of  the "  ecological
fa l lacy" for  var iables ( i t  is  usual ly for  uni ts of  analysis,  as
when correlat ions for  at t r ibutes of  nat ions are automat ical ly
supposed to hold also f  or  at t r ibrr l -es of  people);  see J.  Gal tung,
Tireorv and t , lethods of  Social  Rcsearch (London: Columbia Univer-
s i ty Prcss,  AI Ien & Unwin,  196' l -63),  pp.  45-48.

53. World history is then seen as some kind of  ro l l ing
agenda, f  i rst  wef f  are,  then .  .  ,  a i^.C s.  on--alrvays assuming that
the West is tackl ing the more adr-anced points on the aEenda.

54. This is part icular ly important in connect ion wi th
nee6s resp.Arc.  !^  ^--^.rr  +ho fal lar-v of  UnivefSal iSm. The ideO-r  vuuur v l lT L\J OVUIU LI lg !qMv! u!

oranhir .  t r6:nd^ 
j*  

- '^+L^^^1^d\ '  =n' i  h i  cFnr17 Arp indi  snenSable fOfy!uurrru L!srru5 I I I  AlrLl luPvrvyJ qlru l l r -Lv! j  u!s r l ruf ,JI ,s

th is reason, vrhich does not mean that nomothet ic approaches do
not also have a role to play.

55. About th is social  science seems to have produced noth-
ing.  I t  is  tempt ing to make comparisons with music,  to see a
pcrso;r 's  l i f  e v.rr i t ten as a scorc,  cach insLrument corresp:nding
to a need. Some m.ey be si lenl- ,  some may keep the same value
throughouL (mcaning that t l re c 'zcLcs arc vcry lcng, bt t t  hardly
inf jn i tc)  ,  othcrs malz osci fLatc in a la l  r1 i '  rc lu l : r  fashion,
st i l l  other:s may shovr vr i ld patterrrs t l t rouqh t inc.  The score
mct.rphorc could sensi t ize us to vert- icaI  react ing of  the score:
vrould there be points where Inan' /  I incs peal l  ,  dt  the same t ime?
Or mult ip le t roughs? hihat does i t  mean to "c lual i ty of  l i fer"  to
a general  sense of  vrel l -being i f  n iany sat isf  act ions coincide in
Lime? How do people composc their  scol-es,  how free are they to
' r^ nntr  ^^ lv in fnrms of  soclal .  forcc.s r . .strainino ]_hpm- hrr i_UU JVt I IvL VtLLl  LL! / r r r  \ / I  DVUlol-  tv!ULJ IUJL!urrrrrrY UIIgrLt t  UqL

also in terms of  consciousness? What is i t ,  th is strange thing
cal led savoir-v ivrc i f  not  exact ly an abi l i ty  to compose needs-
scorcs consciously and rncaningf ul ly? Tl ' r . r t  is ,  not  only Iet . t ing
each curve of  nced-sat isfact ion unfold independent ly of  the
ot-hcrs,  but  somchovr harrnoniz ing thcm, thercby also obtaining
"pcak expcr ienccs" ? ( l . laslovr,  Pslzcirolo,Jy oI  Bcing, p.  160) .

56.  In Galtung, "On Alpha and BeLar" alpha and beta
structures are seen as two modes of  existcnce,.  the rhyt l - rm of
osci l lat ion bet i ' reen them becomes a crucial  f  actor in explor inq
ho'vr  they can be combincd.

57. l lcncc,  a m;r jor  topic of  resc.arch in th is f  ic lc l  is
I i recisely hovi  to dcvclop more hol ist- ic imacics.  In what language
can i t  be expressed vr i thout Lrccoming somc t-ype of  b la-bta?
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58. Surveys also ask for  general  sat isfact ion,  naively sor
but maybe that is the most meaningful  approach--maybe there is
qomethi  no nA i  \ . 'o i  c nnnncoA tO " SC]ent i f  iCt '  in the Caf teSianJVrLr9urr l r rY rrsrv e,

sense, in hol ism? Thus, in the very important global  survey
(60 r-ol tn1_ r i  es, .  1n r \a\r)  nonn l  a\  na-r l r rn. t -  or l  i rw t .he Gal I  r rn Intefna-\vv vvufrLrf ,9Jl  tvrvvv pf

t ional  Research Tnst i tutes for  The Charles F.  Ketter inq Found-
at j -on,  Human Needs and Sat isf  acl- ions:  A GIobaI Survey, Summary
Volume, June 1977, a key table reads as fo l l -ows:

"General ly,  how happy vrould you say you are? (%)
Western Lat in Far

U.S. Europe America Afr ica East
40 20 32 18 7
50 60 38 50 41

g 18 28 31 50"

t t \ /arrz hennrz

lr  l 'a i  r  l  r r  h:  nnrz

rr  I \T^t  ]_ nn h annr,r

We leave interpretat ion aside; i t  certainly does not showr ds
exnreqqed manv t imes in tLe r-n^rr  f t . ra " fhe noOnle . i  

n thes^IJr  9JJUV srr l rgr  u l fu ! r

"mater ia l is t ic"  af f Iuenl  nat ions arer or l  average, happier"  (p.
16, p.  12)-- look at  lVestern Europe relat ive to Lat in America.
The clear di f ference is betvreen the U.S. and the Far East,  but
f rom that i t  does not fo l low that the di f ference is due to level
of  af f luencc. But the point  is  that  th is is not only a global
survey, i t  a lso reports fa i r ly  g lobal  sent iments.

59. The survey just  ment ioned (see footnote 58) vrould see
lh is As excen]- innai-  fhnrroh r-  ^- 'naral  tcrns ma--er iaI  wel l -Lrr!J urvrrqr t  urrvqYrr.

being seems to correlate wi th ge: lcr : l  fcel ings o:  sat isfact ion
(but correlat ion is not causat ion;  t l -Lcre inav be third factors

^narr ' l -  
i  nrr ' \s err !Y /  .

60. A typical  descr ipt ion of  the image developed is:
"The lcf t  hemisphere gcncraLly spccial izcs in analyt ic,
rat ional  th inking, espccial ly j -n verbal  and mathemati-
cal  funct ions.  I t  processes informat ion in an order ly,
I inear fashion and is responsible for  our t ime sense.
The r ight  hcmisphere is prcdominant ly concerncd with
synthet ic and intui t ive patterns of  thought.  I t  is
pr imari ly responsiblc for  our spat ia l  re lat ionships,
art lstr -c endeavors,  bodi ,  image and recogni t ion of
faces. I ts verbal  abi l i ty  is  qui te I imi ted" (Bloom-
f ie ld et  a l . ,  TM Discorrer inq Inncr Energv and Over-
coming Stress (New York:  Del I ,  1975),  p.  66.

The point  is  not to posiL onc hal f  against  the othcr,  buL to
obtain a harmonic balance bctween bhcmr &s cmphasized by R. F.
Ornstein in his The Psychology of  Consciousness (San Franscisco:
Freeman ,  1 91 2) .

ol In Basic Human Nccds, pp. 52-56, the Mcl ia les reproduce
a chart  f rom thc us Nat ional  Academy of  Scicnces, Rapid popula-
t ion Grovrth,  19J1, sccin<; thc neccl  f  or :  schools,  l iouslnrt--FoAl ,
;obs,  ancl  personal
bir th age. The cha

hcal th services a
rL rcproduccs thc

s a funct ion of  years af ter
obvious: the need for hcal th
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is  h ighest c lose tro the entry into and the exi t  f rom l i fe;  the
need for housing and food increase towards adul thood and then
rcma' i  ns fa i r lv  constant.  And then the reoror luct ion of  dominant
i t ' .^* I r , , i - : - ; i l^  n 'err  for  i^ l - , . - . , - -  -^^;  

; . - ; . i ; ; ; " ; - ; . - . r^o ' r^ r-n!M 
-  

u l , rc.  u l rv _.1 .JUJ I5 JCUIr qJ 
- . -  -  

* .^ - . .* l l \ - f  J-ej  dV t j t

vcry low tovrards eJ-thcr end; thc nccd.[or school ing is f rom 5
f  n )a nn I  r r  r^r i  { -h :  nn:k rrnrrnr l  1n \ /^ . r rq rr f  Ada l \ ln d nrr 'hf  1-  h i  c
uv Lv vrrr j  t  vYrLrr  vqvut

i .s  a Lrav of  or^-n. i  z inzr nnnrq ' l  i  f  o-  h i r f  i  t  should bc seen asr r  a r la: /  v!  vryurrr  J ra!u,

nn I  r r  
^n6 

\^r : \ r  Tr7h. '  na. t_ a^1-nnl  i  nr  { -  hrnrrnlrnrrJ-2 ia lhrz nnt inhq J-hrnrrcrh-vlr !J vt lg wu\ .  VYIry l lUL JUITUU!!1Ie Llr !  vuYl!vu Li  vYl lJ I IUL JU!J Lrrr  vuyrr

out,  even with a t rough in mid-I i fe,  leaving t ime for rei lect ion?
I rThrz nnf = \ r : r i  ^ !"  ^c f f  ]_ i ;e?tvr tv rrLrL ct  vctJ-  Ie Lv (Jr  lvav5 L

62. Dangerously c lose here would be a thesis mirror ing the
wel l -kno' , ,^m heur ist ic f rom biology, that  ontogenrt ic development
is s imi lar  to phylogenet ic development;  descr ib ing countr ies
with mater ia l  abundance and hence at  least  the possibi l i ty  of
devot ing themselves more to non-mater ia l -  pursui ts,  as more ma-

LU! g.

63. No doubt,  the def in i t ion of  a person as a need-bundle
with c lear ly def ined cut-of f  points,  minima and maxima, for
need-sat isfact ion,  rendcrs pcople cminent ly sui ted for  adminis-
t rat ion by others.

64. In olher v iords,  L i  therc is somcthing basical ly ' , . r rong
vr i th a cul ture,  a.9. ,  bccausc i t  prcr .1 ' rccs i :hcncr:ena l ike nazisn,
stal in ism, and the war in Vietnam, woulC one st i l l  assume that
adul ts are more mature than chi ldren?

65. A di f ference between inst inct  theory and needs theory,
and an i i r ,portant one at  that ,  would be that whereas needs vary
- -^:+ 

l - '  :nJ . r . '  nnf  nnlrr  l - r i  n-nhrrqicr l  nai  cr ' l  -1 
"  l . r  r  

-1- .grearry ana ar *
cul tural ly determined, inst incts rrrould be seen as bio-physio-
Iogical ,  species-typicaI ,  ard,  he n:c,  ur : i , /ersaI .  Thus, the t ran-
si" ion f rom one theor.r  to t - t re other also pcrmits much rnore
f Ie: , - ib i l i ty  ancl  var iat ion in general .

66.  Thus, the l {est  would not have to reject  Being as op-
posed to the morc mater ia l  lJaving; the West could embrace Being
as long as i t  could make some conpet i t ion and zero-sum games
out.  of  i t  !

67.  Karen
of Our Time, c)<

I lorncy,  in her f  arnous Thc Neurot ic Per sonal i
nrnssosr i ' l r i  s  r ;osi t ion.r

I  r r
e/

68. Thus, the assumption would not be that needs to donr i -
nate and to be aggrcssive,  the psychological  mzrter ia l  out  of
vrhich structuraL and direct  v io lence can be bui I t . ,  cannot be
true needs within some cul ture,  but  i t  can bc argued that these
are undcrdcvelopcd cul- turcs preciscly becausc thcy inst i t l
such needs in people.  According to th is v iew a dcveloped cul-
ture (see Galtur-rg,  " ! " /hat-  is  Cul tural  Devclopment? ")  promotes
values that when internal izcd to thc point  of  becoming needs
inspire behavior that  does not impede nccd-sat isfact ion in oth-
ers (outside the cul ture) r  nor in those inside as judged by
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standards conmon in the rest  of  the wor1d. To stop the explora-
t ion of  human needs with the idea that the cul ture makes every-
+r i  i  h^ - i  - l .+ r-hat sut tee and cl i tor idectomw arr '  sanr- t i  oned hwLIIrr lY !  lYlr  u,  U U IJ uV! IUEU LVILTV q! g Jqt lu Lf  VI1LU pu

the cuf ture and hcnce sacrosanct,  is  thc extreme in cynic ism,
and exact ly the type of  "cul tur ism" referred to in th ls paper.

69. Thus, the art ic
I . l ] - r i  f  fon l -nnrrn I  nnar l  i  a nF
'rr1!  v uurr t

pp. 2B3f is div ided into
needs that seem to be

"a minimal social  structure to faci l i tate ordered,
necessary cooperat ive act iv i t ies,
necessary condi t ions for  the society not to dis inte-
grate,  and canal_izat ion (  ' the process of  meet ing
l i -nOividuaf neeasT i r t  .speci f ic  ways unique to each
society 's resources and bel iefs '  )  .  "

Nof ' r  ino i  s addod thrnrrcrh f  ha cnnc'onf n€ qor- i :  I  noor lq ovnonl-r rvLrrrr ly Lr l !  vqy1l  L l lL vvlruuyu v!  ,  S UUUL

some vague funct ional j -sm.

1O. The ef for t  to t ry to drai , r  a l ine between humans and
animals are count less.  My o.rrn f  avor i te f  ormula is something
I ike th is:

"both animals and humans are programmed, but i t  is
given to humans to some extent to ref lect  on th is
program and to change i t ,  again to some extent.  I t
is  th is sel f - t ranscending character that  renders
dist inctness to man, "

According to a v iew of  th is k lnd,  animals do not have neeCs,
1-horz h:rzo incl inglS beCaUSe needS Can bC f  ho nh- ioni-e Of f  e-v!J uu uJ

f lect ion.  This certainly does nol-  mean that there are not ne-
^^* '1 r  t ions that have to be f  u l f  i l  l  ecl  f  or  anv f  orm of!gJ>q! \ '  uvl lurLrut l> ulrqL ! lovu LU ) f= rJI I I_--_

l i fe to cont inue and unfold.

71 .  See Sic ihski  ,  "The Conceots of  'Need '  and 'Va lues ,  '
and footnote 19.

72. And I  arn qui te vr i l l ing to see my own posi t ion ( f  oot-
notc 70) as somcthing to bc ovcrconlc,  precisely as an example
of l {esternness. I  can see th.et  i t  draws too sharp a dist inc-
t ion between hI l ryo sapj-ens ancl  the pr imates.  Thus, al I  we know
about homo saoiens ne.rncicr thalcnsis would nrr f  i f  tncrol [61 wi th
l rs- r ,o' . ,  sar,rE;=ff i"r  ; f f i " f""1*.t ;-" ; ; ' ; ; ; ;  and rhe""  |  " .*  a!r l -* \" . . : -  IJ l r r rLuuur

in-bctr . rc ' -cns? A cont i rxrum rather than ci ichotomyf Or are such
dist inct ions s inply due to our rack of  insight into aninars,
possibly not because we are not good at  communicat ing wi th
them, but because they do not evcn care to communicate wi t i r
us?

Ie on "Needs, Human" in Hunter and
Anthropology (New York:  Harper,  1976) ,
three parts:  indiv idual  needs, social

73.
! I - -  !Lrro u rLrdy

'l tl
t - , , - . -
l lu l i lo l t  wdy

Basis for

" ldhen t ime is r ipe"-- the "pr inciple of  unr ip:e t j :ne"
serve to Iegi t imize almost any reprcssion.

P,ut  not  at ,  mcct incl  f -ht)n i r - r  any v, /ay possible;  in a
(as enplr . rs izcd by Anocrs Wirak,  , ,  I luman Needs as
Indicator Format ion,  "  Papers,  CCPR, Universi ty of
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Oslo) .  One vray'  of  f  ormulat ing th is might be as f  o l lows: de.relop-
ment is not only to sat isfy the needs of  the need-subjects,  but
that th is is done in such a way that the need-subjects can con-
trol  the need-objects,  decide over them. This is al-so one way of
dof in ino sel f - rar i in^6 f  i lz .g the chinese rz.r t  ' l  ' i  keno sheno (re.-urrvv,  vrrrrr lJs Lau ! !_ 

^grry 
prrEtry \ !  s

gencrat ion through ovrn ef for ts) .  I 'or  a very interest ing example,
see The Basic Human Needs and Their  Sat isfact ion,  Sarvodava De-
velopment Educat ion Inst i tute ,  1"1 oratuwa, Sr i  Lanka, v l i th a pre-
facc'  hv the nreSident Of the Sr i  Lanka S;rrrrnr i : rza ehr2i13f l3p3
It lovement,  A.  1 ' .  Ar iyaratne- The needs are c. lassi f ied in ten
classes: environment,  water,  c lothing, food, housing, heal th
carc,  communicat ion,  fuel ,  educat ion,  and spir i tuaL/cul tural
needs. Thus the focus is on mater ia l  needs, and the 167 sat is-
f iers I is ted--based on dialcgues with Sarvodaya vi l lagers--are
mainly mater ia l  (no.  33: to have a raised raf t  bui l t  to keep
pots and pans) .  But they arc al l  wi th in the reach of  the v i l - -
lagers themselves, wi th modest means, and hence a basis on
which autoncrnous developnent can start .  Surely i t  wi l l  not
naatAcq:r . i  I rz cr^^ - !  

- t - l -^  t  ' l  arzaI  noi  i -har m:*nr- i : ' l  - ' l . ,
-  

I ' ( - ) lU d t  t l id.  E IL v u r7 rrs!  Ltrs!  ma tef  J.a t Iy,  nOf nOn-

mater ia l .  Needs are dvnamic!

75. See the art j -c le by Yona Fr iedman in th is volume.
Denis Goulet ,  in a paper "Strategies f  o l  l ieet incj  Hunan Needs "
(prcpared f  or  the "BreaC f  or  the IVorId Educa- l - ion Fund, "  1 978 )  ,

wr i tes:
rr-  Perhaps the most intr iguin<.J conr-em?orary neeos
theor ist  is  fvan I l l ich,  who preachcs an " i ron la ' r / "
of  need-prc-empt ion, according to which pack-agers
with a vested interest  in provic l ing certain goods
pre-empt thc social  Iegi t imacy surrouncl ing "giener ic "
needs and redef i r - re them to match the "speci f  ic"  goods
they themselvcs provide. I l I ich c l - rarges schools wi th
doing this to meet the hunger for  knovr ledge; hospi-
ta ls and doctors to prof i t  f rom the desire al_l  people
have to enjoy good heal th;  and automobj- le manuf actu-
rers to t ranslate locomotion needs to a need for
cars.  t t

In a sense this is a rather obvious point ,  but  one worth re-
peat ing providcd i  t  can st imuLatc J.maqinat ion in f  inding othcr
sat isf iers i f  v ie accept the needs. Of course, a cr i t ique of
these sat isf iers is not the satne as a cr i t ique of  the needs.

16. See Johan Galtung, "TI te Nevr Internat ional  t rconomic
Ordcr and the Basic Nced Approaches, "  paper presentcd at  the
Society f  or  Internat ional  Dcvelopmcnt North-Sout]-r  Round Tablc,
Ronre |  18-20 May 1978.

17. For a
view, see tr i rouz
The Dimension of
1911.

t6.  ' Inrs,
and owan! l r r  + l_^t e
usP L> .

good analysis form one Third worfd point  of
Vaki l ,  "Basic Fluman Nccds and Growth proccss:
Conf l ic t ,  "  Aspen-Gajareh Workshop, f ran,  June

of course, is a key point  in Marxist  analysis;
reason why Marx had to make use of  necd con-
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'19.  This also shows that i t  may be useful  to retain some
of the old means-ends dist inct ion in spi te of  the heavy cr i t ique
of i t .  Reasoning frorn the sat isf iers rather than from the goals,
the needs themselves r , r i11 have conscqucnces f  or  the redef in i -
t ion of  the needs. Thus, i f  the sat isf iers are very uni func-
t i -onal-- f  ood is just  nutr  i t ion,  not  a lso an act  of  shar ing,  an
csthet ic exper ience-- then the need set r .v i l l  probably also be
structurecl  is  a heap of  unrelated nced.s,  theieby impor.rer ishinq
I i fe qual i ty.

80. This is where the obvious l inkage with market and
sa I  es oromot i  on rrnder c:ni  ] - -aI iSt  eCOnCrniC StrUCtUreS enterS:J t /L v,((v

satrsf iers can be prornoted, a whole structure exists for  that
^ 1^, .+ {-harz ^^h nnlrr  fg SOld and COnSumed i f  SOme kind

L/U! vVJE t  P\J L LrIsJ uqr l  v!LLJ

of need is created for them. That need has to be implanted in
people (see Goul-et  quot ing I l l ich in footnote 15 above) In
some cases this may br ing to the st t r face later-r t  but  t rue needs;
in other cases art i f ic ia l ,  fa lse need are created. The exper i - -
ence of  chi l -dren with toys is interest ing ] rere.  There is a need
for something which toys can sat isfy--but wl-rat  k ind of  toys?
Chi ldren arc fascinatcd by gl i t ter ing,  expensive looking toys,
get theni  and get t i red of  them after one day--because they are
too vrcl  I  mrLdc, loo proJrammecl ,  not  suI  f  ic  ient ly f  u l l  of  uncx-
plorcd possibi l i t ies.  The moment they are discarded the chi ld
nav turn to a heap of  pebbles,  some old br ick,  etc.  But the
markct  does not prcss these upo:r  her/him, which may mean that
the chi ld st i l l  has the capaci ty to be honest,  to be fai thful
to t rue needs rather than to gir . 'e in to the forces of  the mar-
ket.  Social izat ion into adul t  consLlmer beha.,r i , : r ,  then, is so-
cial izat ion into dishonest l ,  to ' , , rards one sel i  - - in part .

B1 .  This man..gcr ia l  ar :?Iroach j  s vcr) /  v is ibLe in thc
Bari loche noclel :  everything is turned into market pr ices;  the
n.ohlem is hotr  i . \  rY. 'npr,afe enott . lh inr-ome c^ fhaf  nannlg Canvvvtr

buy focd and hor-rs ing and thc statc can gct  enough revcnue to
nrorr ide for  heal th and educat ion.  I t  is  a lso found in the ILO
"Blue Book, "  a preparatory document for  the important 1916 con-
f  erence, and in lJopkins/Norbyc, 1918, e.g.  r  pp.  41f f  ,  in spi te
of  Hopkins'  exccl lcnt  st . r temcnts to the contrary (sce footnote
B) .  And i t  is  found in a lcss econont ical ly biased way in
Soecl  jatnr oko, " i r l . r  L ionaJ- PoI icy Impl icat ions of  the Basic Ncecls
Mode 1,  "  PRISl ,1A, fnd-onr:s ian Journal  of  Social  and trconomic
Affairs,  no.9,  March 1918, pp.3-25. Truc,  the artrc le is
.rbout " the nai- ional  pol icy f ranework for  dcvclopmcnt wi th the
Basic Needs Model "  (p.  4)  and also thc internat ional-  impl- ica-
t ions.  But they havc to be } inked to sel f - re l iance at  the Io-
cal  leveI,  as the Chinese exper ience indicates.  There is in-
decd the danger,  as the author says,  " that  af ter  so many de-
tours and comprornises one has lost .  one's wny, one'  s soul-"  (p.
25) .  For the point  is  that  sel f - re l iance is not only a stra-
tegy for the implementat ion of  the basic needs "model"  ( i t  is
ccrt-ainly not a model,  a concept is not a model)  ;  i t  is  a part
of  the BNA. On the ot l tcr  hand, there is al-so the point  that
Er ich I ' romm has sensi t ized us to in his t rscape frcrn Freedom,
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"v, /ho fears that  most people prefer to have thej-r  needs paterna-
r ist icar ly met by others so that they can excape from freedom"
t /^rrnf  a. l  f  vam Cnrr ' l  o{ .  nn ni  I  n R \\Yuvugu ! !v lLt  Uvqlsu,  vP.UrL.,  y.  I  )  .

82. For one ef for t  to interpret  some of the research in
this f ie ldr  see Johan Galtung, "Cul ture,  Structure and MentaI
Disorder,  "  Papers,  No. 42, CCPR, Universi t lz  of  Osl-o,  1976.

83. For a minj-rnum easi ly becomes a maximum, or at  least
1 n' l : . r - rnrm ^€ qor- i  a ' l  and nol i t ical  rest .yruLrvlrrr  v!  I r r

84. I t  should be noted that the Maslow hierarchy is good
for not only a more cont inuous strat i f ied social  order,  but
also for  the more dichotomous social  order impl ic i t  in the idea
of a c lass society because of  the c lear di f ference between the
lower two and the higher two ( three) levels.

85. I  shal l  never forqet the pl :ecise answer f  got  i -n a
wedding party in Southern India,  wi th s ix hundred guests,  tents,
tables,  and the most delectable food beaut i fu l ly  la id out when
I made some compl iments on the whol-e set t ing:  "This is not f  or
common people,  th is is for  people high up. "

86. This also appl ies to what one might cal l  the social
market,  the market places of  social  interact ion:  the c losed
pol i t ical ,  social ,  re l ig ious group, not al I  of  them keeping
the masses out (some also keep thc el i tes out,  in pract ice) ,
but  very r . . re11 mirror ing social-  c lass f  orm:t ion.

Bl  .  See Sic ihski ,  "C oncepr-s of  Need and Value "  and f  oot-
note 19, above.

BB. Excel le i - r t  in th is connect ion is the famous chapter
on the mcdical  system in ' fa lcot t  Parsons, The Social  System
(Glcncoe: Free Press,  195' l  )  madc use of  by f  I l ich in hrs

Ug!lr_c_41_Np4eaf_s: Thc E{p_L_opaiqt_1,o! oq seej_lh (New york: Harper,
197 4) .

89.  And this goes beyond needs for f reedom and idcnt i ty.
As the Norwegian author Finn Carl ing,  h jmsel f  handicapped, in
his many ev-cel lent  book-s on the handicappcd poinls out:  most
"s ick" peoplc or "handicappcd" peoplc arc only part ia l ly  s ick
or handicapped, most of  them is heal thy and reprcsents capa-
ci t ies.  Thcre is a need to Lrse and de.,zelop f  ur ther capaci t ies,
also vrhen a part  of  the person is s ick.

90- rn the chr ist ian t radi t ion,  according to the Gospels,
somat ic and mentar def ic i ts scemed to be regardcd in the same
r .7r \ ' .  r rAnd . . ,hr  lgygr thei f  i I lnCSS and nai  n 6r . i  F fh-rrwaj .  ntru ryrrd LUVeI Ll .Ler l  r*- . . - - -  LJqrrr ,  v!  

- .^-J 
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sessed by dcrnons, or were insane or pararyzed--he heared them
al l"  ( t r Iat thew, 4:24).

91 .  r t  is  a l ready thcre:  t } - rc wcl farc state as the con-
t inuat ion of  thc Good samari tan t radi t ion,  secular ized and
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bureaucrat ized, wi th the s ick giv ing up whatever heal ing power
they themselves might have, abdicat ing to the non-sick.  ' Ihus,
the Good Samari tan could not do without th is type of  vert ical i -
ty in society,  nor can the welfare state wi thout i ts c l ients.

92. This is a point  of  departure for  a dj-scussion of  the
nhen1-.mcna)n nf  ^- 'orAorzal  

n-ma1l.  A Sat iSf  j -o-  m:rz r^rnr l -  nasi  t i  Velw
t /vrrurverJ

up to a certain point ,  af ter  that  there are diminishing re-
turns,  then i t  becomes even counterproduct ive.  See Johan Ga1-
tung and Monica Wemegah, "Overdevelopment and Al te: :nat ive Ways
of Li fe in the Rich Countr ies,"  paper for  the Al ternat ive Ways
of Li fe subproject ,  GPID project ,  Geneva 1978.

93. See Pi t i r im Sorokj-n,  Social  & CuIturaI  Drr 'namics
(Boston :  Por ter  Sargent,  1951 ) ,  

-  
.2,

pp. 2C--39.

94. The hermit  t radi t ion in India is legendary.  Maybe i t
has i ts para11el  in the West in the Robinson Crusoe idea. the
person who proves his capaci ty not only for  sel f - re l iance but
for complete sel f -suf f ic iency under adverse condi t ions? But
note the di f ference: the Indian hermit  seeks the transcendental
and is admired i f  he comes closer, '  Robinson Crusoe is a spir i -
tual-  dwarf ,  but  a mater ia l  hero--generat ions of  chi ldren have
admired his abi l i ty  to eke out a mater ia l  I iv ing under such
circumstances.

95. This is deal t  wi th in some detai l  in Johan Galtung,
r r r f l - ra r t r rnami nc Of Rank COnf l iCt ,  t '  PeaCe and SOCial  StrUCtUre,
Essays in Peace Research, 5 vols.  (Copenhagen: Ej Iers,  1978),
zi  lot-  tYo-

95. The medical  opinion on this seems to osci l late:
somet imes eat ing is s ' . tpposed to be concentrated on meals,  at
regular hours;  somet imes the idea is that  a I i t t le eat ing
spread over the day is better (vrhich seerns to be the way ani-
mals do i t  when lef t  to themselves) .  I ledical  opinion is prob-
ably to some extent dictated by social  norms, and shoutd not
be seen as based on physiological  pre. 'n ises on1y. I t  is  l ike
the admonit ion to " fasten your seat bel ts,"  presumably for  the
safety of  passengers in case of  a crash, in pract ice to leave
the corr idors open for the personnel .

91. "--wi thout ever becoming hunter,  f isherman, shepherd
or cr i t ic"  f in ishes this famous quotat ion f rom Marx ( f rom The
German Ideology, here taken from Marx and EnqeIs,  Basic Wri t -.____ _____=-___ _:___

#h++**fr**:+*:ffi:%;"53;,' i,?;, l'll'i,f l"'u"" cras-
98. The drugs should be god examples here;  i t  would be

interest ing to know to what extent peopre start  inferr ing dis-
eases from the existence of  drugs rather t l - ran asking for drugs
because they are i l l .  As there are very many drugs, th is shoulc l

r  r r rn{-  rupErt  q vqr u rdf lg€ OI Cl l -SeaSeS .
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99. One is reminded of  meals in the Ant igui tv--an indica-
t ion is given in Plato 's Svmposion--a very r ich-co*Li"rat ion of
mater ia l  and non-mater ia l  sat isf iers indeed! How important was a
slave economy in making this possibl-e? And what about sex:  ear-
l ior  . 'onoraf iOns and Other CUltures Seem tO l ink Sexual  toqeth-

-  

vrrv+

ernesi  to peaks of  social  exper ience, not as group sex, but as
a culminat ion of  " t r ibal"  dances, etc. ,  wi th the couples dr i f t -
ing into the woods and f  ie lds .  T]-rc so-c al led relaxat ion of  sex-
ual  taboos in the 1 96Os and 1 97Os should perhaps be seen more
as a way of  recaptur ing pattcrns that  got lost  at  some point .

1OO. Thus, a basic point  for  those vrho argue in favor of
new l iFe sJ-wles is not to ask the auLhor i f ins for  anw haln-1rv r  

! / ,

arr i r ian-o qfonr jnn nf  rha DfOCeSS__al l  thev wanf . i  s  tO dO i tY urusrrvu,  r  uuur rrrY el1vf

themselves, and the major task of  the author i t ies wi l l  be not
to stay i -n the way.

101. Thus, there is agreement,
points made by c i lbert  Rist  (see his
volume) i f  they are seen as directed
nrol-  :  f  - i  nn nf  F, \ ]A nnJ- Ri{A i  n cronr-r : r  

' l
I / r  L Ls ulvrr  u! \ r  \ ,

hw and laroc wi th the
art ic le in the present
aqainst  a special  inter-

1O2. And then there is Jesus feeding the masses, Nlark
6 :  37 -44 3n6l  l {ark B :2-g .

103. See the important bool< by Agnes HeIIer,  Theor ie der
Bedi i r f  n isse bei  l4ar>r (Ber l in- l ,Vest:  VSA, 197 6) .  In the very be-
tJ lnning t l re author states that  14arx 's innorrat ions consisted aborre
al l  in the idea that r ,vhat the r ,vorkcrs sel l  to the capi ta l is t
is not labor but labor- force, the idea of  surplus,  and the idea
of use value--and adds: "Untersucht man nun die drei  Entdeckun-
9€n, die Iu larx s ich sclber zuschreibt ,  is t  es nicht  schwer nach-
zuwej-sen, daB al le drci  auf  i rgendcine VJeise auf dcn Begr i f f
Bed' i . i r f  n is aufqebaut s ind" (p .  23).  The ent i re f  i rst  chapter,
Vorbemerkungen: Uber den l4arxschen Bedurfnis-Begr i f f  (pp.  23-
42) ser\ /es as an excel lent  introd'"rct ion,  and shows al-so how
modern l {arx is in terms of  needs thinking-- for  the theory of
needs has not developed inside the Marxist  t radi t ion that tends
to be more sccpt ical  ( for  reasons, among others,  explored in
scct ion 6,  part icular ly the f  i rst  ob ject ion t -o needs theory) .

1O4. "The hungry people of  thc wor ld wanted bread and they
were given stat ist ics No research was needcd to f ind out
that hal f  the people in the wor ld lacked suff i -c ient  food for
heal th.  "  Very c lear ly basic needs-or ientecl  are the words of
Art ic le 25 (1) of  thc Univei :saI  Decl-arat ion of  l luman l r ights,  of
Decembcr 1O, 19482

"Everyonc has thc r iqht  to a standard of  l iv ing adcquatc
for the hcal th and wcl l -bcincJ of  h i rnscl f  and of  h is farni ly,
including food, c lothing, housing and mcdical  care and ne-
cessary social  serviccs,  ancl  thc r ic l l ' i t  to secur i ty in the
evcnl_- of  uncmploymcnt,  s ick-ncss,  cTisabiLi t l ' ,  widowhood,
old age or othcr lacks of  l ivc l i l - rood in c i rcumstances be-
yond his control .  "
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And then ther:e is the important repcrt  on " Internat ional  Def i -
n i t ion and Measurement of  Standards and Levels of  L iv ing,  "
Uni ted Nat ions,  1954, l is t ing categor ies of  mater ia l  needs, add-
ing at  the end "human freedoms. "  Thus, the idea has been wj- t i r
the UN from the very beginninq, but in di f ferent terminology.
The debate wi th in the UN about the proper posi t ion of  basic
needs in development strategy, not to ment ion the select ion of
devclopmcnt strategies to meeL basic needs, is terr ib ly impor-
r -* !  - - r  +r^^ ^!^,-^ t^-- ,^-^ ^1-^.-r . ]  ! -^  -*r1ror- i  a l -od- nnt bel i t t lCd.Ld.I l  L,  d.1i la Ll Ie > LCiJ) IU! wi lu J l lUuJu !U oLJ}Jr \JU!auUul I IU

At the same t ime as many watchful  eyes are necded-- there are
strong forces at  work.

105. The whole idea of  "construct ive work" and "posi t ive
act ion,  "  so essent ia l  as part  of  a dialect ic where "non-cooper-
at ion" and "c iv i t  d isobedience" const i tuted the other part ,  was
alming exact ly at  basic needs f  or  the most needy.

106. " In India the very f i rst  f ive year plan, commencing
in 1951, took expl ic i t  not ice of  the need for broaden-
ing income distr ibut ion and meet ing the special  needs
of the poor.  The present exponents of  the basic
human needs strategies in general  d i f fer  f rom the
second and third f j - r 'e years plans in fndia,  not  in
the vray they meet basic needs, but only in leavi-ng
out the heavy inCustr-y erphasis vrhich came into the
second and third plans. I t .  is  no wonder that  many
developing count-r ies th ink that  a concern for  basic
human needs spr ings f rom a desire to see to i t  that
developing countr ies do not become modern, and hence,
able to compete ef fect ively in internat ional  povrer
pol i t ics "  (John l t le l lor ,  Int-ernat ional  Foocl  PoI icy
Research Inst i tute,  "Basic l luman Needs -  A Develop-

-ont Perspect ive,  "  r : resented at  the Internat ional  De-
velopment Confcrencc, I {ashington, Fcbruary 1918, pp.
2_4) .

B.  S.  Minhas in "Gror^r th,  Povertv and Basic i ' leeds: The Current
Development Debate,  "  prepared for a Rothko ChapeI conference,
Houston, Texas, February 1911t \ l r i tes that  a paper prepared in
1952 ("Perspect ive for  Development -  1961-1976: Impl icat ions of
Planning for a Minimum Level  of  L iv ing,"  rcpr inted in T.  N.
Sr in ivasan and P. K. Bardhan, eds.,  Poverty and Income Distr i -
but ion in India,  Stat ist ical  Publ ishing Society ICalcut ta,  1914]) ,
was pocrt .y receivea from acadernic economists (  " I  remember a large
number of  v is j - t ing cxperts-- I  fa j  I  to remcnibcr anybody who shotved
any intercst  in iL") .  In 1912 and 1973, basic needsr S€l f - re-
l iancc,  and part ic ipat ion vrcre givcn a bct tcr  hcar ing,  but

"Unfortunately,  thc f inal  document of  the Fi f th Fj-ve
Year Plan, which appeared two and a hal f  years too
Iatc in Scptcmber 1916 underthe Emergcncy regimc,
is almost s i lent  on removal  of  poverty and the basic
rnin inum nccds s Lra tegy "  (pp.  7 -B )  .

Of coul :sc,  thc Tndira Gandlt i  rc.J i rnc was a typi  cal  dcve Lopmen-
t : l is t  rcgime, giv in l  rc laLivcly f rcc hand t<, . r  thc capi ta l is ts,
ty ing thr :  hands of  the two forces that can rcstrain them--the



,h,S

the t rade unions and the ministr ies.  The present author remem-
bers a party in Madras in January 1976 with business pcople:
enthusiasm for rndira Gandhi (also expressed in the fu l r -page
ads, "Thank you, Indira!") .  I t  shoulC also be ment ioned that
there is in Ind. ia a t rend of  mobi l iz ing scient ists for  basic
needs-or iented research, as in the famous ASTRA (Appl icat ion of
Science and Technology to Rural  Areas) cel l  at  the Indian Inst i -
tute of  Science, Bangalore-*see B. IU. Udgaonkar,  "Research and
Basic Hr.rnan Needs--Closinqr the Widening G-p, "  paper prepared
for the UNESCO Seminar on Research and Basic Human Needs, Venice,
December 1975, p.  13.

1O7. In one of  the intel lectual ly most pr imit ive of  the
many declara- ' ions of  recent ycars,  the Houston Declarat ion of
June 1911, very much below the sophist icated level  of  the re-
port  the part ic ipants wcre asscmbled to disc:ss (Jorn and } lagda
I lcHale,  Basic Human Needs: A Framework for  Act ion,  197 7)--and
presented ts ahe " f iFst  neClarat ion on tnrs.sub;ect  to enanate
from a meet ing in the industr ia l ized worId"--  i t  is  vrr i t ten l ike
a discovery:

"The sat isfact ion of  human needs is indeed the vrhole
purpose of  grovi th,  Lr  ade and investment,  development
assistance, the wor ld food system, populat ion pol ic iz,
energy planning, commodity stab:-Lr.zat ion,  occan man-
agement,  environment protect ion,  monetary reform--and
of arms control .  "

As i f  th is has not been said for  aqes. The point  is  to go be1'onc1
and at  least  suggest hovz this posi t ion is t ranslated into pol i -
t ical  pract ice.  Instead, the Declarat ion l i r , i ts  icsei f  enl- i re17
to mater ia l -  needs, ending, \ , , rLth decp insr-ghr ' - ,  wj- tn t l - re sentence
" l{ idc acceptance of  responsrbrL: . :7 for  meeLing "hur:rn nccds" wi I I
enable industr ia l  and dcveloping nat ions to get beyor-rc1 "dialogue "
to a pract ical  start  on a new intcrnat ional  econonic order.  "
Prr :c i le ly,  f .or  thc markct ing of  matcr ia l  sat isf  i , : rs.

1 OB .  Nor t l - rat  they do not at  t imes coirrc ide--as stat ist ics
on mental  d isorder shovr.

109. That means lower pr ior i t ies to el j te non-basic
needs--hence not so stranqe i f  they are scept_ical  or  outr ight
against  BNA. But a rz iew of  basic necds as leading to a zero-
sunt garne betvreen el i tes and masses over looks the possibi l i ty
of  generat ing ncw sat isf iers througl ' r  sel f  - re l iance. Thus, i t  is
hard to bel ieve that the sarvodaya vi l lages in Sr i  Lanka, based
on much volunteer ism and harcl  work,  are compet i t ive wi t l - r  e l i te
rnterests.  To many this vroul-d bc an ar:gument aqainst  thein.

110. The history of  the last  generat ion or tv;o of  the
r ich developed countr ies under contror lcd,  wel fare state capi-
ta l ism is about th is.  Is i t  possible f  or  thc whole wor ld? i " {y or{n
view is yes.  What capi taf ism prcsup[roscs is not miscry or
poverty at  thc bottom, but inequal i t -y,  j_ntcrnat ional ly,  j -ntra-
nat- i -ona11-y,  to rcvrarcl  the cntrcprcncurs,  to have v.rst  c l i f fcrcn-
t - i  a ls l .  n nl  : . ,  r rn^n €nr mnFLv 1, tqJ . , , - - ivat ion,  and abovc al l  to be abl-e to
f  ind nev/ markets for  orc l  prcducts whcn they h.rve to cater to
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cld markets lv i th new Products.

1.  The Bible has a c lear formulat ion of  maximurn or cei l -
the aCmonit ion not to gather t reasures on earth (Mat-

the' ,v,  6:1 9-24, 33).  The reason given, however,  is  strange:
because they can be destroyed or stolen (a chal lenge to the
manufacturers of  safety vaul ts?) I t  should be noted that the
r, . rhole i -dea of  minimum sat isfact ion of  basic needs, once the
sat isfact ion has been obtained at  a minimum level ,  may be used
as a carte blanche to go ahead more energet ical ly than ever wi th
the exoloi tat ion of  man and nature--"but thc needs are sat isf ied,
what do you complain about nov/? "

112. Thus, a wel fare state should el iminate as much as
possi  b le any tests of  rvhe t .her people real ly are needy, and let
the avai labi l i ty  of  f ree mi lk at  schcol  luncheon be as auto-
mat ic as the vrater in a creek in the l . lorweqian mountains at
sunlrrer t ime.

1 1 3.  The closest we have found to th is l is t ,  developed
fhrnrrah 

-^rrnl- ' l  
pqq a;resenfat iOnS and djSCUSSj-OnS With al l  k indSLlr l  vu9I l  uvurru!vJJ yrvJurrus'

of groups, is the l is t  g iven in David Krech, Richard S. Crutch-
f ie ld,  and Norman Livson, Elements of  Psychology (New York:
Knopf,  1969),  p.  498 (see Lederer in th is
volume) Ti-rere is a dist inct ion between "def ic iency mot ives "
and "abundancy mot ives,  "  and between mot ives "per: ta in i -ng to the
body, "  "pcrtaJning to rel-ai- ions ' . ' l j t l r  cn ' l i ron,nent,  "  "pertaining
to relat icns . ; r i th other people,  "  ancl  "pertarning to sel f  ;  "  e igh"
comb!nat ions al l  together.  The authors use "mot ives" rather than
"neecls "  lor  reasc: ls explaincd by Lcde:cr-- I  pref  er  the sense of
pr ior  i - ty conveyed by t l - re term "need. "  iv lore f  amous r  or  inf  amous 

'
in t l - rc history of  the conccpt of  needs (or related concepts) is
the 1rst  of  "ps; 'chogcnic nccds" (as dist inguished from viscero-
gcnLc, or phizsi  oLogical  ones) devclol- 'cd by ECward J.  Mttrray in
Iulot i r rat ion and @qt19n (here taken from Hi lgard,  Atk inson, Intro-
auct io@ atn ed.,  1961).  The 28 needs read r i l<e a-
_:,____-,___=_;_l_

c;ui11e to US/capi ta l is t  socicty:
1
3
4
5

, ,  (6

" (7

l l

t l

! l

l l

t l

t l

t l

need to gain possession and property
need to be t idy and cleant to bc precise
nccd to hoard,  to bc f rugal ,  economical  and miser ly
neecl  to organize and bui ld
nced to excel
need to excrcise power,  to str ive

(E) need to exci te praise and commendat ion
(14) need to inf luence or control  others
(15)need to admire and vr i l l ingly f  oI low a SUper ror

il

The l is t  . "a=. 
'  

i^" i  e""aoi l . ,  
' ,^ , t  

t i  ^  i ' , .n i f  icat ion f  or  intel lec-l , rL rrJu u.ruJr l - l IUIL1Ul lLcf f fy,  WILIr  O JU5L

l r r :  I  q r tns-dr- i  ct-  s / , , rofossr i rs :
t '  ( )P\  nF6'r l  f  n nr i  n F rn. l  dnmnnqf-r , r  l -n.  J-n cr i r ro i  nf  ormaf i  on -\4Ul rrsL\a Lv l ]J! I r tu al lu uLrrrv!rJU!uLe, Lv Yrv!

explai i r - r ,  i ,nterpret ,  Iecture.  "

114. St i I l  vrorse, pursuin.y thcnr f  ur thcr may even be counter:-
' ; rcd r- t ( t t i ' . 'Lr  .
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115. See Johan Ga1tung, "On Dialogue as an Approach: Some
VefV Pfel imjna?\ '  T\r^f6e rr  nenar nran=ra. l  fOf the Thi fd GPID Net-v9! j  ! !ut l l \ lar lq l ]  ,  I -gI-U- t / !Ut/grUu

r . rnr ] r  Maat. i  nn / lanarra f )n+nhgy 191 B.I ruu urr lY ,  vurrv v s,

116. Paul  A.  Baran, in his Pol i t ical  Economv of  Growth
(Londoni 'pet fxan Books, 1g7'al ,  

- r"

four types of  pot-ent ia l  economic surplus (def ined as the di f -
f  ercnce bet i . ;een t l - re output that  coulc l  be procluced and what
min)- ,F '^^rurgr,c De regardcd as esscnt ia l  consumption, p.  133):

"society 's excess consumption (predor i inant ly on the
part  of  the upper income grouos, but in scme coun-
tr ies.  such as the United States also on the part  of
the so-cal led middle c lasses),  output lost  to so-
ciety through the existence of  unproduct ive workers,
output lost  because of  the i r rat ional  and wasteful
organizat ion of  the exist ing product ive apparatus,
and the output foregone owing to the existence of
unemployment caused pr imari ly by the anarchy of

^^pi ta l is t  product ion and the def ic iencv of  ef fec-
t ive demand" (p.  134).

In s i tuat ions of  cr is is th is potent ia l  surplus is channeled in-
to the war ef for t ,  a l l  four types of  the society are weII  orga-
nizcd. Most important here is type 1:  th is shows that th is typc
of surplus is not used to sat isfy real ly basic needs but goes
to non-basic needs. Thus there is an int imate l ink between
naojq J.honrrr  

- - ;  - r r rn l r rc 
+lr  ano surPrus tneory.

111. Dorothy D. Lee
know of no cul ture where
rather than unqucst ioning
the ul t imate goaI.  "

wr i tes in t r reedom and Cultule:  " I
hu-nan p-rysicaf  srrr-J ivai  has becn shown,
ly assu::rcd by social  scient ists,  to be

118. Thus, there is the usual  t rade-of f  known from the
general  methodology of  dat .a col fect ion in the social  sciences:
what one ( ta ins in val id i ty one usual ly l -oses in rel iabi l i ty ,
and vice versa.

119. I t  should be noted that th is excludes needs that
for logical  reasons cannot be sat isf ied for  aI l ,  such as a
postulatecl  neecl  to dominate.  I t  docs not exclucle contracl ict ion
: r i  c i  nc f  or  omnir i  n: l  rn:qr ' lnq l - r r r - ; t t tqp n{:  e^irc i  f  r r  anr '1 ^Arrnl  

j  nacqr !JarrY r  v!  gr l t I , !L IUqI L uG>vrrJ,  vLUuqJL vr JU(u ur u-y qlru uuuI,rr l lY J

betvreen needs and need-subjects.  Thus, sat isfact ion of  one neecl  may
very easi ly be at  the el{pcnse of  sorne other need-sat isfact ion;
for  oncscl f ,  for  others todey, for  oLhers toniorrow; along the
same necd-dimension or some other ne ed-d jmcnsion. This y j -eIds
a total  of  s ix combinat ions,  a lso important in connect ion wi th
t l ie theory of  ovcrdcvelopment.  One is very c1ear,  Lf  I  have
l i ,n i ted resourccs,  e.cJ. ,  of  t i rne,  shal l  f  use i - t  to gct  a job
done or to relax--an intra-pcrsonal  d i lcmma. But ab the othcr
extr  eme is the t rade-of  f  wi th f  uturc gcnerat ions,  not even here
to plead their  case.

120. See above, scct ion 5 (1 ) ,  orr  universal ism in needs
th ink inq .
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121 .  The book on transcendent-al  meditat ion by Bloomfield
et al . ,  TI l  Discover ing,  shows an astounding mass of  data indi-
cat ing t } lat  T) '1 rnay frave a posi t ive impact on a var iety of  f ie lc ls
(metabol ic rate,  breath rate,  skin resistance, blood lactate
concentrat ion,  brain wave synchrony, galvanic skin responses,
heart  rate,  b lood pressure,  "personal  or ientat ion inventory,"
anxiety leve1, "psychological  heal th,"  sel f -actual izat ion,  per-
nonirr : ' l  :h i  l  i  1-  rz raar.  l - i  nn l - i  ma ror ' :  I  I  ehi  I  ' i  f r r  r rqp rr5 i . . ' ' -^
u=u Luar q! !ar  u 'y,  rc:a\ .  Lrul1 L! t l is t  !  Evqrr  qurr f  LJ t  uJs v!  \ r ] -  u!J I

use of  a lcohol  and cigaret tes,  acadcnic performance ( ! ) ,  pro-
r l 'nf  i  ' i  r - r ,  - in l r  nerf  orm,ancr,  I  see charts 1-2]  at  the end of  theuuuLr\ruJt  )vp ys! !

bookl  )  .

122. I f  i t  is  possible to
batt lef  j -e ld vr i th very poor odds
possible in human af fa i rs.

h^{-I IV U

al tg

the

train soldiers to storm onto the
in their  favor,  much should be

123. And that is,  of  course, a major reason why i t  is  re-
jected by those who have a vested academic,  intel lectual ,  pol i -
t ical  interest  in some other theory:  i t  becomes disturbing when
developxnent as def ined by these theor ies may turn out to be not
onl .z a-human, but ant i -human.

124. Dorothy D. Lee, Freedom and Cult t l re:
a ser ies of  needs, which is at
main di f ference betvreen the two
good which under l ies them. "

the basis of
l ies in the

]  L I5 \ 'O.IUVJ,

human behavior
nnnnonf i  nn r : f

125. Kinhide l4ushakoj i ,  "Scient i f
Paracr igma l - ic  Dialogues, "  paper preparcd
meet ing,  Gencva, 2-B Cctober 1914.
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