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1 " hhat we vranted. to .Kr:*r&: ?>;e staae cf macro-lri"sto toda

fhe TrencE i"r ': x*s';er'; r"1-1.'r:.1i"zation Froject was outl lned
by ProfessCIr Johan Ga.l-tung i: l i9??, anci it j"s f inancially

sdippcriied hy x,he Bisehof it:-f"n'Gr]g qGe::na::y), tl* Nordic Com-

nittee fcr l ieEearch in ]: iter"::a;ianai i leiationstand the Univer-

sJ-ty o*.  Osio,

Behi"na tnis prcjeci: t i ierc vras a str 'oag :mpression that,

somehow, the comprehenslve stud3r ol Western Civi l ization haC

fal len into disrepute ana disregard among professional  h ls-

tor ians.

We have seen a rot oi trari:-t lonal narrat ive histor ies

Western Civ:-11zat i .on,(hist,oire evqnene;^r::e:"*ei of Etlrope or
there as 3:o i-ack of gi 'anc tkieory i . ' ' ie: 'x, Weber, Sorokin,

Toynbee., .  )  and, t i l  t ine iast  ,Cecaoesr w€ have got an enormous

number of modern tstrqrctural-o sturi j-es of strategic, but

nevertheless highly restnicteo probiems 1n Western history.

i t  r*as th is stai ,e * f  research which I ,  on behai f  of  our
pi*oJecr,  set  cut  ; . i  ' invesr:gate oui ' rng my vis i ts to several

West-f ir . lrope&n ui"^r-ve; 's:-"ui€s rn "Iuiy, L974.

?he sane quect:ons were pu* to al"l oi the flf ieen
q j .* .*-q:  

- .vn !  n^+-6
l l . -JUL/4 *c i r r i ]  

^  
i l tC t /s

i r i  Cn wh:ch pror l -ems a:*  ' /cu ' i :eserr i iv  working or
glglgins to rvork?

(lr) lo y;:_-xnov,'_ of a:iy pe'l i_;;"* pro,:ec-' cr group_doing

!ry Wes,beru il_irril-:Lzatj-on?
(ii i) Can you s'ecQlrmend anv book treati-ng_EUropean or

Wes"Ler:r Civ-i i izaiion as a whole?

In addi t j -on to these, i  asked quest ion of  resources and
organlzatlon and the roie of history today.

?he follcwing chapters are a series of reflections on
the basi-s of  oun discussions,

X rhe jou. 'e.1. eir

sL1ppt):r ir6t] .  i :y l . i :e

wir ich -rhis repor i ;  is  based was generously

- i$rc ic Coinmit tce,

research cn nacro-i ' :. istorical- biems ii.ke Trends
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2. What we all know.

The Trends 1n Western Clvillzation ProJect would not have

been undertaken if this kind of enterprise had been a conmon
one among historians. As we all know, 1t is not. But it

might be that somewhere in Denmark, somewhere in Errgland or

other plaees sone gg lnltj,ative had been taken in the direction

of Western macro-history. At least this was what Johan Ga1tung,

Tore Heiestad and I assumed.

However, the more I travelled, the clearer one baslc

conclusion emerged: There are many new and lnportant advances

in historical research, but exceedlngly few have to do wlth

broad-scale studies and interpretatlons of the course of
Uestern history. Du,ring my journey I heard of one or two

historlans who were reported to be worklng on more or less
tradltional event-histories of the World, but no one seened
to know of any work in progress conparable to, s&yr the books

of the probably leading world-hlstorlan today, Wl}Iiam McNeillr l

the editor of The JournaL of Modern Historv, Chicago.

This ls not to say that interest ln fthe larger questions

of historyr 1s mlnj-rnal among noodern historians; 1n their

teaching and discussions certainly nost historians touch upon

the greater issues of World hlstory or at least Western history.

Nor is there any doubt that soc1a11y perceptive historlans

witness with growlng uneaslness thls gap between teachlng and

research, and between the historlcal professlon and its public

( tsocietyt) .  But in spi te of  th is uneaslness and such signs
2

of the times as the re-emergence of Geruarr @-,
the central well-known fact, which too nany seen to take for
granted, remains: At least in Western Europe there is,no such

thlng as an organlzed. svstematlc entermrlse to collect and

investlgate data and theorles relevant to several rmaln trendsf

o.f Western ClviLlzatioq. This is an historical fact whlch, in

the very clvllizatlon that first produced critical and. pro-

fessional historiographyr rro longer ought to be seen as a

nornal, necesssryr and self-evident state of affairs.

There ls a growing need to scrutinlze those arguments and

those strtrctures whlch until now have Lnpeded the developnent

of macro-history.



i
tGi-ven ihe ciiui'be r'lnrch ::-r-;",rcr-lc&l- str.lci.ies have taken
i"n retent i : . i i ;s i : l :r .  " l i -r: i : .  nust b* ccnti: :ued insofar

-6 i  
" -+^6-/qr ^ariDb",aJ -Ls iJ prooufe" i ; t i ;di.es enbodying thorough

3'eseu.:"ch dnf,. ;-)x'ec:se i.;:lLlvi-e.i;e, there does exist the
ea:";ge: '  cf L*'s:r"; cigi; t  l . i  ;he ul: i-r lensa1. of the type
et xn*laie*.gt: cvsr. ic;?e ies:- les,e i-e*polci von Ranke)

.?lqfo*g!l ;"*sgqy*$ &ns .;rsc^,s!? kncwied&e connected wlth
firci-hand erchj-va; str, leiy oi or:ganai sources tnose were
the narks of acasenic **i:ciarsr-i l i  3y r*hrj-ch Ranke and his

schooi esta'niish.ed nistc,.ry ai a rlrestigeous 'orofession ln

the last century.

rn thrs way tne prof,essrcla;-:eed ft. lel-lenkrit i ir of the new
h:-story sati-sfj-ed a'L the sane ';,: ie the hegemoni-c currrent of
positlvrsn and the nationa-i r.s rr; . ' :eeC for a confj-dence-insplring
geneaLogy on tne bas:.s of t;e .:.:-:-;-iai archives and the pre-

vai i lng concepts of  i r !hor"cr ig1",  c; , :gent,  respectable bourgeois
work.

t 'huS r 'che ' .r ' ;ai-;  : ' :^. j- .- lc .:- i* : ' - : ' fect,abi i i ty Of aCademiC

nistonj-a:rs beca;le ;. .J'ej '"-r- 'rr '  - ; :--kec i ;c o:lq part icular aspect

cf the tresearcrr i l rccr::, , . . j :  i j :e a:-scovery ar:<i cri t ique of orlginai

$oLi3'ee$. ?.n:"s was c-*ari l i  : istce:-ved. and stated j-n the p:.os-

pecti i .ses cf the iea.cen5- n:-srorica- perJ-odieals af, ihe igt ir

century i i ; istorj-sche Ze:. ' ischrif t  1859, F.evue i{ isrorique l-876,

The hg,.:s;: i{ : .siorlcai Rev:.ew i8E6i"

It goeb w;ino'-it, say.'r-ng tha; t.i-. s

of histor:cal neti*c winh frrst*.:rani:

c.efine projects sf unrversai i :s ' .-Jry

ani prestige of h:s;oi 'y l iro-i?ei ' .

; :adit ionai identif icati-on

tuel- ienkrit ik tends to

ouiside the centralitv

Even today, this i irnited concepti-on of method sti l l- seems
to be prevalent anrong ?tradicalrr and rrconsenratlvefr historians

a1ike. Indeed., it is typical that the applicati-on of new
insights from socio-Logy and poiJ,t:-ca}- sclence and the re-
openlng of socral- ano l-ocai nistory have in many ways only
extended the scene cf  m:-croscop:-c,  or lg lnal-sources act iv i ty,
whereas the pro-biem oi' transnationai universai- history - with
the exception of eccnonic macro-history - have benefitted to a
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nuch lesser extent from these developments.

Thus, the tradltlonal ethos of historlans and the natlonal
stmcture of historj.cal archlves still have a donlnating effect
on histor lcal  strrdies.

Any ttway outtr of this situation will have to be based on
the legitinization of non-original sources as sufficient
naterlal for the studv of universal hi-storry'.

Such a legitimizatlon would lmp1y new kinds of scholarship
with a heavy emphasis on bibllographical lnfornation and methods
of data processing on the basis of already published and
organlzed historlcal naterlal. 0f course, a nore concentrated
work to refine these nethods is conpletely dependent on the
basic research done by the original-sources historians. And
the errors nade by these will i.nescapably be prolonged and
blown up in the works of the comparatlve and synthesizing
hlstorians. This is a dilemma, but the probabil ity of such

errors can hardJy constih.rte an absolute argument agalnst
conparison and synthesls.

Today, synthesis of world-hlstorical problems ar:e very
often bv-products of mature origlnal-sources historiansr work
on more specialized subjects. Again Ranke represents the
nodel historian who in lrinself conbines the roles of a spesiallst

and a generallst. But it seens that Rankers warning about rthe

danger of loslng sight of the universalt has not been taken

as seriously by his successors as by himself. We have to

admit that the trproductionrr of techniques and data directly
connected to origlnal sources has increased lnfinitely nore
than the supposedly complementanr output 1n macro-history.

This phenomenon 1s only too evldent even ln the great

works of world hlstory. Usua11y, they are nulti-volume

anthologles ln which several speciallsts wrlte chapters about
their own speciallty. The result of this kind of d.ivisj.on of
l-abor is generally a very fragnented vlew of history.

This lack of any explieit, professional analysis of theories

of world history ln the great multi-volume works points to the



ract  - - r :at  sucl : , : r r f : . :5 j - r - ;b &r 'e:-*garce' l  e.s more or iess casual-

):,r-pr*eiuc'us of oroli la: 'y ;. istory cr as rnattens of other sub-

jeC IS; pj]:. iOSf]pit! *"i1 .r,€-;i..;11 fi i}..

I; ord.*l -rc a;':d6e tlle g&p i'#"t1tucsn the nerrovr and theo-

: l iJt:Oe;ly ;ni l .x: i  -. ; . : i? g;ddies ci '  ; lc- i t  h:s-corrans and. the un-

€i7lpl-; ' ic; i l  ;r lr :- i ; ; ;o:n",gs oi r '":Ls"[.ci: , ' t i ,  *T sggEis ::ecessary to

open 6. r:aw €.rea oj i ; lec] 'ei i?.ea i; ;c*eS J-trr history and to

cor:c1,:tute !agq,_iie* Qi_jryqriq i ,r"{!!_e*__p_::_obiqgs as a speciaity

.*g gg. ?hat woul-e i ;earr -:* exie:1,j ,  ir i .  r ioiesgronalizatlon of

Listory to ar; al'ea which, u::t:r .i.o'.r/ -:aF ileeR cuitivated. by a

rich fauna of aging, ; i l ine;l3ei1i r.earnec histoi:ans, dispaining

prophets, g;fteu jcu:"na.l isrs ai"G su'ntie -:.eeoiogians.

For sma;Ler cCIui l ir irr;  l ;k* tne Scand.inavj-an ones, whose

r*oni<i h:storicsj- roie since rhe t ime of t lze Vikings has been

extremel-y i imitean it  . is pa:t:-cuiar"iy sl,ecessary to Leave the

traci i t :oaai e r ics oI original--sources scholarshlp as the one

prestrgegus :{:. j ic. o; nerit .

e;henv':sr, h'e ::";^ '-- , :e:"*s:.s*" - j- our seJ-f- imposed. provincial ism

*:-l the seeming-i!' :i*s.i.:i.ta';^* &j:c. lla;Eati-c grouna that our

t :* l : -*n*. i  &N'Cj i : .0 ' f , . t  : : : : , : , . - . '  r ; : ;c - .J 
' : i  ; *  5O" Such a v iew ignOfeS

'c:r* a;lcirnt of pu;;;:cei-l-.3;-, cj ;cae*6-i. c,t;6*i&: soui'ces anO the

Yast prod.uctio;: g.f s;:*c:a* -. '".;rc.-c.:. i :,a:- '{ c.i wiich are more

rei:-a'r-rlr t$.ey: any s:eguiar or:;*ia- s';;:ce, 3ui abcve ail i t

l6Trcp*$ t,:.e need for a th*::ougi s:fst.effaiizatron and processlng

of tne fiow of C.aia fron ihe speciaii-st, studies.

A new ethos ;,:' :':is'Lsr;&i:s wouid recognize both the

necessi ty cr"  cr :g i iar-J.o 'a, i "cvs s iudies ancl  the need for more

refined methods of syn;hes:s" This woul-d at the same tlme

mean to resognlze the conrni'bmeni to both the local and the

unlversaJ- perspective on history.

But et is on*y a de"nat*a-nle t i i iapressj"onr

of histsrical- research see&s to be seriousl-y

the sacrif ice cf l t ihe u;: iversai, of ' ; . i :e --ype

e\reryone desii 'estr?

that the bal-ance

destroyed -  at

of knowl-edge

Thrs probl-eur ci : .nbaj-a:ice was high-5,ghted by the History
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Fanel of the U.S. BehavloraL and Social Sci,ences SunevJ:

rrAlong with this strlving for exhaustiveness has gone an
inordinate respect for what is cal-led original research - which
is not so much research based on original ideas as first-hand
research based on personal investigatlon of the original (tfrat

is, primary) sources. Here history seens to be d.j,fferent from
other disciplines, whose members are not only pleased to rely
on the evldence assenbled by others but al-so base much of
their technlque of lnquiry on the assumption that processed

data are avallable and usable.

The historlan who is confronted with official statistics,
for example, wories a great deal about how the statistics were
collected. The economist (not the econonic hlstorian) takes
them for what they are worth and tries to nanipulate them in
such a rray as to compensate for emor.

The difference in attltudes shows up clearly in the
response to some of the new bibliographical services now becoming
availabLe. Whereas most sociaL scj.entists have accepted with
alacrity the opportunity to rely on abstracts for informatlon
about current publications, historj-ans have remaj,ned suspicious.
fhey look upon this kind of second-hand infor"mation as poten-

tial1y nisleadlng and relj.ance thereon as a kind of abdication
of responsibl l l ty .

Thus in a report on Bibliography and the Historlan, Dagmar
Per^nan cites some of the replies to a questionnaire sent by the
Joint Comnittee on Bibliographical Senrices to History to a
random sanple of three hundred members of the Amerlcan Historical
Associat ion (onty f i f ty  repl ies were received).

The responses were as interesting for what was not wanted
as for what was: very few requested further annotation of
bibliographlcal entries and almost none wanted evaluatlons of
these entries; on the contrary, many explicltly stated that
they did not consider such evaluations as desirable or useful.
This was the respondentsr attitude toward pubJ-ications in their

own fleld. Very few had any interest in bibliographical infor-

natj-on on other fieldsr but paradoxically, in so far as they



iCia vrant it, tney wairt€.* car'eir.;iii,r reiected, hJ"ghiy annotated

ar, i ,  *vait lai i"n'e i is:: ,n. ", l i*ts:,:-ng coil ies free, and. the insi-stence

oi 'r,  tcl:-g:-nai! reseailci:  i ; ;  pol i : i , : i ' r . ,  a.t a price. No other dis-

cip.ine bui-uas ;::c; -.-, . ; ' r ' ' l - , . ,r,  ": i t ;al lse tne members of no other

d.:-scip-:-ne ay'e so ;:uiuc';ant as i ; iJtorians to stand on the

ih.o*;L: : ' t  gf  . ; ' - .1t ' : :

Aii h:s])or:ans cari rec<i*i  .-; : :-t ic:.sm,s o; '  co: l-eagues and

sruc,er,ti; o:: the firsur;o ::hat the;":" work was too oerivative at

orl.j pct:i,t, or a.v:.s-cfr€:', thst i-t :e*ied too heaviiy on seccjielary

sour'\ :es. In cne such uj. j-scussj.on a ;: ien!s job hung :.; :  t i :e

baLance", .urr t i l -  one schciar o, lser,r*cr  r ' ' r lny not? i  a lways

thought I was wlir-n* ' ; lese ;r:onodrapns Bo that someone eLse

couLd. use thrm,l  "
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4.  'A new klnd of  h istorv ' :  the Annales school .

It has become a commonplace withln the historical mil ieu

that, to put it cnrdely, the model historians of the world

are those more or less direct ly associated with the per iodical

Annales (Econonies,  Soc1et6s,  Civ l l isat ions) and the Six lbne

Sectlon of the Ecol-e pratique des hautes dtudes 1n Paris. The
character of this rschoolr and the nature of its world-wide
influence have been evaluated by i. a. John Hexter,{

It was therefore not surprlsing to hear that aLnost every
historian I net said that he admired the works of the Annales
historlans as being the most representatlve examples of good

historical scholarship today. With certain qualif ications,

this was also the view of Geoffrey tsarraclough, whose great

world-hi.storiographicai survey for UNESCO (to be published)

nakes hin a very reliable gulde in these matters.

The essential nnerit of the Almales I school r has been to

open hlstory to themes and nethods whlch previously belongeci

to geography, the soclal sceinces, and even the natural
sciences. This has been an invaluable contrlbution; it has
glven hlstory greater depth and it has sharpened the historiansr

sense of complex, interdependent strtrctures of soclety.

But this deepening of history into new transdisciplinary
fields of knowledge has happened in a rather one-sided way -
in two respects:

(i) In spite of the i-npressive exampiesS set by Luclen Febvre

andinspi teof thefavour i teAnna1esconceptof@,

the Annales historians have contrlbuted singuJ-arly little to

culturaL and intellectual history.o Unj.ntentionally they may

rather have contributed to the apparently prevailing attltude

of disdaln for KEltureeschichte anong many of the exponents of

social and economic history. In any comprehensive study of

civil ization such an attitude would of course be conpletely

lnadequate.

(i i) fn spite of the omnivorous, gargantuan spirit of the doyen

of Annalesr Fernand Braudel, whose large-sca1e perspective



aLr*:-nii-ves r-*i; : ia.^,a-j;- *Si'oi.*, 
" 

-;; l : :;; ' ;*k *:" -g,ne Annal-eS fesgafCn

:e i :a l icrv:y l ; :+ciai : iz ie" i  *T,  *r i  .y;"giessor Braudetts own words,

-t'!,e y.:l;;-6e: L,s:,rr'j.ai:s her;e 3,-,.1.r'.'.." ";nc rlrqlqF$Klg"r!; ti:ey have

beconc to* cjc*t j-, '  f  i l3a:j- l i ; , 'n t*, f i  ?ar";:.cL"i iai 'u narrOwiy deflned

&,rea or xe-n: :oc of  : " t  s;earci : .  i .n.5-;c. ; i ; ,  r ; rh istor ien doi t  6tre
. . .4 - '  

'  '  
' -  -  

-^.*  

:

l iv  i -  . t  t  -J. !L

Tne .;^a;;E c- '  pc*3rgaay ;.r *\ ' i .*. ;* i ' i  : i .  I1:-storiansi use of

e.€i ,  sc,c io iogy'u f r* ,*  vr f i icn r : , i1. ,c1&i: ; - . . i - in-soc:-olc, ; ic , r i  neihod.s

aici i .*chrriques ::ave begn Joi ' lct ' . ' rG, i .r. ie;-€o.s the 4.q_q4"q-sa,::OiOgicai
el-emen",s :n Siiencoi"i Siarx, lu::i;;:g*n, *-*';e:', riobhouse have

been conparat ive-,  ) /  i legieciec.*

As Lou:"s D.ii:rroi',-c observei, hJe are 
-.?t.toactl-ng 

a state of

speci"s. l - ieat ion :n whic.r .  the ;_ i ; ; r -e--- ;^es l reve becosre so

;pec:ai ize*i.  :r-a; 1i-3 .: ! i ' j - i i*-;1lr . : .- ' . ,  ci- *r, i .€ 
-3ofn1: of being

:- : lCapaC.:- '  i -  iJ:* j ,- ;*c,-- i ;- ' - . ; ,-  i . .  ic.. i - .- l : ' . . - ,

l ; i  : :nc *. i ; . ;  ; :  , . : .---. ' - '  i ; ;  ; i , :-  .+ir i i i -ss h-stOfianS thi.s pfOblen

of comnunr-ca';: ;r.  gr ' ;s:r.g -J:"o,:.  
*uj:€ r i6orous riarrowness of

sr :b ject-ne:t jer  nr&j  rave Secome ser:ous aiso because of  thelr

sonewhai €sotei. ic arrG pi 'erent,:ous j-anguage, which ny old tutor

i:  caala ' , lo; ' l  i .as c; ' : ; : ; .-r : ;  e;Q : i :d.:cuied. Y

Ti: t : , "* : i ;e"  v; ,  ' . ; i : ; r : : r  C]. \ ruS i 'u* p; 'esent heggnoni0 pOSi ' t . r -o i r

tC :- i , :  ;u: 'e aL;-:--!-, , i ; . i : :*.- +. '  : : .ankeis igeals Of feCtuai :-nioi '-

;aa1,rcn a::a :;ei:lccclc.1-:a - :i:g;eruii;y " But titis :iai-.uration

6f r :hc professicn&::-za; ion o. '  l :s tor ians i tas eme: 'gecl  wi th

C,OV]-; ;$ * : -n: tar ;* ;nr :  . . ' . i :CIG-i .*J;OfV iS St:" :*  .afgely ihe

business c:. ' amare'"ir 'h! nji i  ihe -r:"ocess cJ ;:roiess:oaaiizatlon
nas nct  been ex' ;eac*a ;c ;he pub' ' ,c iunct i , :n of  n j ,stor ians,
- l .J ' i j l , l  . : -  Cipaci ;y 1-. \ )  " ; - - - I iC Oui" .  €. f ,L ic l ,Lr-r ; j i ;Cate l tne f , ln ivefsai ,

. " , t^'ii,' type of knowl-eage everyone desires t ( Ranke ) .
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5. The national l imi'fatlons of historlcal re.search.

To anyone fan1l1ar w:-tir the historical nilieu the general

prest ige of  the .Annales 'school t  j -s a t r iv ia l  matter of  fact .

Nor is it a surprise to perceive the almost total l-ack of any

regular and concrete cooperatlon between the Annales hlstorlans

and their foreign admirers. Top-level historians meet, know

each other, exchange papers etc., but they are very seldom

engaged in common research programmes crossing nationai

borders.

Seen frorn the outside the whole Annales culture looks

unavoidably very French, and in spite of its lnfluence it has

not been able to take a lead in the process of breaking the

national Linitations of historical scholarshlp and to

i-naugurate a new era of transnational, cooperative and com-
paratlve research prograsl!i les.

This is not to say that such progranmes do not exist at

all, but that they are of mininal importance compared to the

bulk of historical research and, especla)-1y, compared to the

role such progranmes play in the soclal and natural sciences.

Again and again the national structure of archj"ves is

invoked as an argunent against transnational research. Surely

it is an important lnped.iment, and one of the ways to deal with

1t would be precisely to reorganlze greater parts of historj.cal

research along non-national- l ines. The conparative failure

to build. up UNESCOIO 
"" 

one of the possible centers ior such

a reorganization uray have discouraged people who have seen

the need for comblned efforts 1n this field.

There ls l l tt le doubt, however, that the 19th century

advantage for Western historical research - the public function

of historlans being acknowledged for their contributions to

national consciousness and nation building - now has turned

into a disadvantage: the nationaL ties of history tenC to

inpede nore advanced forms of transnationally organized. research
progrannes, of the kind and extent which today seem to glve

the social and natural sciences nuch greater inpetus - and
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6. The local- organizatlon of hj-st_orical research.

The relative backwardness at the level of international

cooperation (or rather non-cccperation) in history has much

to do wlth the somevrhat anarchj-cai sinrcturg of research

organization at the loca1, departmenta..l- ievel. Again history

generally cones out unfavourably as compared to the soclal

and natulral sciences; It j-s not diff icuit and not necessary

to show that conmon research prograrunes and project groups

play a much greater role 1n the organj,zation of these sciences

than in history.11 -*o*u of the reasons for this d.ifference

are obvious: EspecJ.aii-y the naturai sciences have close contacts

with the innovatj-on process 1n industry and have been, to some

extent, re-moulded to meet the needs of industrlal planning

and d.evelopment, irnplying greaier emphasls on efficient

organization. This emphasis has al-so been condltioned by

the organj-zatronal denands arislng from the collective use of

erpensive technical equipment within the natural sciences

departnents thenselves .

In the case of the sociai sclences goverrutrent pollcles

and grants have often favoured. iarge-scale investlgations

conducted by projeci groups. The new oata technoiogy, far

from having fuJ-J"y eome to history, has suengthened the more

col lect lve character oi  social  science work.  And i t  has had

the advantages of the late comer: it was established and

organj-zed at a much more rmodernr stage of socj.etal development

than history, which may have becone organizational}y ossified
just because of its century of enorrnolrs prestige.

Although the era of hlstorians being national oracles and
geniuses has waned long slnce, the element of individualism

seemed to prevail in most historical departments I visited or

heard of ;  the histor ianrs craf t  is  st i l l  a basical ly lonely

buslness. (Cf.  p.  7) .  But there are notable except ions,  such

as Peter Laslettts by now well lcnown Cambridge Group for the

History of Population and Social Structure or Sven Tdgilfs

group for the study of natj-onal borders and border populations

in history (Unlversity of Lund, Sweden). As a roatter of fact,
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7. The need for t ir.eorv.

Tktere seems to be an Llnspoken symbiotic relationship

between hJ-story ano the (o-":rer') sociai sciences: l l istorians
provide d.ata, social soieniists provide systematizlng and

interpretative rsethoos and theory, orr in the less charitable

words ol Stein Rokkan: rF{istory is too important to be left

to the h:-storians. r

The explosive increase of the amou:ri of new hlstorical

data produced by Ci l igent,  speciarJ-zec. h:-s ior ians 1s impressj-ve,

but lt has created a certaj-n confusi-on, rhe confusion arlslng

from ulnstructured, unrelated Knowledge: Hlstories rather than

history" Fience there i-s a constant need for overview, for

sinplif icatlon, for a framework of conirron poj-nts of relerence.

Increasingly, this framework is provided by concepts and
theor ies f rom the sociaL sciences.

A leading erponent for ciose contacts between history and
the social  sciences is i {ans-Ulr ich Wehlerr l2 Urr i*r"rs i ty of
Bieiefeld. Fie is now ernbarking on a long-terni study of the

evolution of Ger^nany since the 19th century, in the l ight

of  i .a.  macro-socioiog:-ca1 theor j -es of  developnent.  ?he

recent revrvai  and recast ing of  the o1d nacro-sociological
traditions seem to a surprising extent to pass unnoticed by

most historlans although these theories sometimes nave a
very direct bearing on the interpretation of Western history.

This applies partlcuJ-arly to the theories of nation building.13

One of the realiy weak points in quantitative Eacro-

sociology as well as i.n much Annales research, is the cultural

aspect of  society.

At the Unlversity of Sussex Peter Burke has started a

comparative study of Elropean popular culture j-n the early

modern period. He works withln an emerging Brit ish tradition

of cooperatlon between history and social anthropo*?g'y,

originated around Evans-Pritchard and. Keith Thomas'- at Oxford.

Concepts and theorj-es of rationality, magic, popular syrnbollsn

applied to the concrete nateriai of European history wil l
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Therefore, one way io neduce tne incongnrence between

teachlng and research (and the communication problem between

the histori-ans and thein pubtr-ic and, not to forget, between

the hj.storians themseLves) wotiLc be to init iate research in

theories and concrete empirl-cal probJ-*ns of macro-historlcal

scope. Orre usefui exercise t 'or such a reoiien*ration could be

to take the lecture progranme presenteC to undergraduates and

analyze how the probl-ens and theories outirned there could

constitute a progranme foi ' new, non-nicroscopJ-c research. A
greater research priori.ty of the probJ-erns of teacning wilJ-

necessarlly imply a gneater enphasJ-s on explicj-t theorles
(or rather hvpotheses) as c lear start ing points for  macro-his-

tor icai  5-nvest igat ions.

.A.s Geoffrey Best pointed out, the unorthodox tintegratedr

curricula of the new polytechnics 1n Great Britaln w1li

ult lmately require, and probabiy stlmu}-ate, more transdlsciplinary

and macro-histor ical  research. ?he perspect ives of  teaching

may agai.n seen to be ahead of those of research. That 1s a

further reason to bridge the gap between the two.

There 1s perhape no history in whicir one can so easily
degenerate lnto a aere sntr-quArian,as the Chrnese one. But
preclsely in th is f ie iC Plark Eiv in 'u has succeedeo in elaborat ing

a theory ( tthe high ievei equii-ibr:.um trap' ) which already has
proved rewarding to speciai ists ane anateurs as we1i .  I t  is

the klnd of book which at once stinul-at,es counter-research

anci influences new research programmes. Most l1ke1y history

would be better off, i f rnore resources were dlrected into

similar pattern-research. Now Dr. Eivin 1s engaged in a l-arge-

scale computer work on Chinese popuiation history, with special

regard to regi"onal differences. Together with American and

Nor"vregi-an studies of nation building this proJect marks the

beginning of the appli-cation of computers to macro-historical

work. In this field as ln others the coning of the computers

will make dj-scussions of methods and theories more urgent

than before.





In this situatron the advantages of the exceedingly

broaci unit of cl 'r i l izatior-r are thai 1t aiiows for a tmly

long--uerm view of his"t.ory (rougniyr we start wlth tire

cieciine of the West-F.oman en,pire) and at the same time

encompasses the fui l -  in ierpiay of  cui tural ,  economic,  and
poi i t . : -cal  aspects of  i : is to.r ; r ,

fhis j-s to say *{"i1at such cnic:.al- phenornena as the Indus-

trialization of ihe West musil be unoerstood. in its extreme
qiowness anc in its singuiarity as comoared to devel opments

in other civll- lzatlons. But we shaii not be over-emphatic

as to the importance of indusiriaij-zation as a Western trade-

mark. Long bet-ore the emergence of industry concepts of the

character of the West was firniy es-uabiished. in the minds of

Westerners and non-Westerners a; i -ke,  -  concepts s i ressing

such factors as €.9.  aggressiveness and universal ism on the

one hand and an extraorai-nary -cieno of unity and diversity
^n

on the other"zu In futui 'e papers we shall- try to analyze in

depth this eaiLy awareness of partrcuiarLy Western structures

and to tnace ihe apparei:t.r-y rernarkabl-e contj-nulty oi these

structures in Weste:"n history, before ancr after the Indusirlal

Revoiut ion.

I {e strong.;-y gei ieve that the presenr probierns (or cr ises)

of Western Civii izat:-cn, whj-ch to a :arge cx*"oi1t have been

inposed on the rest of the wor:-d, are funiamental- also j"n the

sense that they represent histo::lca"i- l iaciis cf, thought and

action. We have to understand how cio and how entrenched

and how unconscious those hab:,ts realiy are in oroer to change

them, if they ough'c to be changec.

One of the necessary questions wil l be: What are the

'holy cows'  of  Western Civ i l izat lons? One of  them is undoubtedly

the division of labour in the form of narrow role specialization.

Slnce this has brought our civil lzation to the point where

nobody is educated or employed to see the whole (Ue it ecology

or history,  not  to speak of  Lr istory cf  ecology),  one obvj .ous

remedy wi i i  be in his ioryn to t race the tradi t lon of  hol ist ic

think:-ng, of broad-sca1e anai;rsis and :-nterpretation of
We stern deveiopra€Fri .
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$CIc1oiogy enJoyeo a c 'pai- ta i  stock of  $ i  3,82A and $Jl  ,  O5O

z'espectl"veiy, irJ-story coul d draw on a modest pooJ- of typewriters

anci di i to nachrnes, pir.. is an occas:-onai adaing machine, valued at

an aversge of $2 r35|, pe: '  ?n1)*g: 'antrng departrnent.

fhe ; ra;cr  }syci :o lot ;y cepart i r renrs av-: .aged 11263 square feet
. '  

" '  
c 'a: . -a n*a'  f ;  r l ,  .  * . ' r /  r r - f i f rFlr l  ,  ? ra nosr - ' '^ l  E/ . t i  ;ccra- sciences

^"9* 
. r^vqir  3v

was ,5i  sqr.rare: .eet ;  r l rstory,  as usuar i . r '  lne bo;tom of the l is t ,

enjoyed 227 squere j 'ee'u.

'd::at ls more, these c.eparimentar i igi ires ai 'e cniy a part ial

lnd.icai ion of the ci iscrepancy beiween histcry and -u,l-:€ ather

d. iscipl i -nes;  fcr  in - ;he ct , : re: '  social  sciences, far  m.cre than in

history, mucn of *,,he research rs undertaken in insti tutes and

centers independent cf  universicy departnents.  fhese have their

o'urn pl-ants, thej-r c.,^rrr bucgeis, t i :ej-r '  own off ices: }n i966 they

accounieO f-or '3' , t  'Q€"ceri*r. cf lesearch expe::di-tures in the social-

anc behav:-orai  sciences ias against  ]4 percent ior  departments

anc )1 percent fo; '  professlona- i  schools)"  I {cst  of  these lnst i -

tutes,  to be sure,  are interaiscrpl ] ' r rary tn character and a

nrambe:' have iounq piaces ioi '  hictarians oa l: ie:r stafi ;  cut

these are a s;ral- l  pr ' :vi iegec 6r'oLlp qi1i. eicoi: i- .-E ior a smaLi
?-A^-- : - . -  

^{ '  
+ ' - . . . . -  - f  -^. . - .+J-.-l j .dU(Ja(Jl !  J- l -  -c; , :C .  g i i i i l - 'v- l  t r ;w-<1i 'v n-rL- i -dv4., ; -+wi9Do

SperJ-ed out ri i  reai ler;^s , :. i ,LJ ir.eans thai the historian -
even the eider statesrnan .:: '  esiaolisieC. schciariy reputatlon -
rareJ-y recej-ves sumae-l ' supilori; o:' nas an assistant cr secretary

of his owrl; that his oepai"cment is drastlcaiiy underequipped

wj.th roicrof:-l- in readers, duplicatioit ano pnoto reproouct,ion

equipment, recor$:-ag equipnen-X, and rhe oti 'rer iooLs of his

trade I t i iat he lacks ;ne of,f lce space ani sparlia.i- arrangements
most cond.ucive to efiective teach:"ng and. research; and that he

cannot afford the travel ano telephonic conmunications that
have mad.e lt possibJ-e in other disclpi-ines, particularly the

naturai sciences, to tal,k of arr international- community of
scholars.

The one reall-y costly instailation used and considered
indispensable by hristorlans for the ncdesty of their clrcum-

stances is matchecl by the rnoc.esty of iheir ercpectations j-s
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I lur: ' ing ny v:slts ";o rrai ' lous west-European universit ies,
Juiy \974, r  had ihe p:easure * .1 meet:-ng these histor ians:

,Jerker' fr.i:s6;L Un:vers:1./ *f Lr:nd
Svey:, felg:-i

Esben Al-brectsen ,tniver.s:ty or Ccpe:iiraden

R.a.lne:' ?ainccraa u::ivei-s:ry of i{aiioul.g

flans-&lrgen Scnroi.ere i: ' ir i t:; i-1.'E i 'On Europdische Geschichte,
CLaus Sci:alf t iainz

i{ans-uirich wehler, Unrvers:-ty of tsielefelo.
Sic iney t ro i - larc i  {p.1.  ts ie lefeio)

Fernano Brarrc.eiu i l ia:so;: des Scj-ences de if lr.omme
Louis Dumon-c, iconr .rcrc-,r ' r - l  ' i

Geoffrey Best, Ur,lve:-sl-tv of Sussex
Peter Eulrke

Geoifrey ba::racioug;r

r  
-  

'J  t rah

i"{a:"':": ;l v-:.

l.-o:xier}-y iJniversj.ty oi Oxforci

-r-nrvers:' i)r of Canrrioge

:  t - r  f fn-- . . : r  r : ! r  
- . i '  .^ , r . . : ' - " -^
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