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In this essay some efforts wiLl be made to explore the

relati.onship be'uween r:oirf-:ci a::o probabil-lty. inevitably, somethi.ng has

to be sard b.;'r^ray cf ic',:c.1u.';-c; abc'u'; tL:ese two ke1. eoncepts - they are

eub;e ct ',o a -.:gh n:;:r,'ce: ri i-n',e:-:-:u)i8.*ur-orts. sc sone exploration of these

concepts is a necessary conoit ion : f  tney ale to be reiated to each other.

However, the explcrations wj-Li be siinpl-e a::c. prel-irninary, an effort not

to oo nore in thai direci:.on 'bnan wsat is neeCei to arive at some more

j-ntere s ting in *.er-coirne c -"io':s .

1o ; ta: i  wir i  probabi i i ty :  i i  is the ' rd.egree of rat ional

' ' I  
\  /c \

bel- ief ' l ' latrrer +,han'r ideai ized relat ive frequency'r ' that is most interest ing

for:  the preseni F*ipose. As a matter o-f  fact,  the wotd "rat ionaL" is not

even necessary" Nor are we concerned :*j-th neasurenent .;l subjecti,ve pro-

babili{r'; it is a"ctual-1y the vern' idea o:' i-rnceatainl;y that is inportant.

That exciu.Ces tv.: po;s:-b---rtres ; the ceit,al":,q' ihat something will happen

an: rhe cer ia*.1;;  * . . .a;  sone+-."- ;nd I ' i i l  l : t  . rap;en.

In the whofe ra.n€:e --f unce:"t:inry there is one particular

point pr interval ,t;:at deserves stiit s:ei-'---. I .;rention : the id.ea of "pet-

fect ';ncertainty"" 
I*Ie shail- not io.eniify it with I'equi-probability"; that gi-

ves !o the sprnetric :a-r;hel than the asyrunetric a nuch too funda.rcentaf
la\ .

position in ep;stemoio5y\.'But the coneept "perfect 'ancertainty" is a verXr

tri-cky one. Thus, imagtne thai one is drivingat fu1I speed on thewrong

side of a highway; deat the outcorne will be j-s noi ceriain, it j-s "uncer-

tainft. But does thiat mean that the d.river can tell hins etf 'tJflo I survive,

\Vl, i ciie; hence f siand a fa:-r chanee of survival'r ? 0f course not, that

would be a very optinistrc bet indeed. htt why is this "of course not" ?

Because we do possess some_ knowledge about what happens on highways - cars

have a tendency io use them and the highvays in turn have a tendenry to

be used i when usec cars han'e a tenoency -bo drive on the correct side of

the ::oad and given this collisj.ons may easily be prod.uced if one insists



?"

oit usi-ng the'r 'rong iane. Ti. :: igirway gfly by some corncidenle be empty *uhat

n^*r. i  
^ , , ' !  -  - -  . .^ . . -  ^* , i  /^*  ^*:11qr vruurtu i ,uur al^r/ rL 'Jr i .L..  -rc u.sed- by cars that r lr  sor0e cth.el l  coi-ncj_d.gnce

ai1 of th*rr n"5"girt decj-':* ' .- r:3e the wrong larre - but the chances are slim.

lnlny ? - P::esumabiy becaur-, we have been uatLi:t-;, i l  cy p:rirt ic:-;r*"ting in high-

way life a:ld fc: t l:at re.,":.: ln halre buiit j-ntr,. ' :$ g.:ru*:r:-:rd" ci knowLed.ge. Out-

comes a.re not equi-prob. - e; i;:e:e :s a 'cj.as" 
Soncl:ow the noiior: ,:f "perfecf,

uncertai-ntyil shouLd be ,.""aiuated reiative ro th:i."i: i : ias - it doErt not mean that

outcomes are equaily '.r;: iy; :: niusl nean soffie,:tn:-np_; el-se out oi .*hich the lase

of equi-probabi l - i ty  i '  .  speciai  case.

i4a;r1,9 tha ) . re; , .  :c -* l ' . : r  i ies : - :  ;h:  . ' r :  ,  " : r ; . : : ' , . :c ; : . r r* ' *  and. I tbe)- i -ef"1

and nct  j -n the word "rat l -cne,f"rat  1easi :or . : i  n: : : lc 'n ' , ; . . : :n le:preteo. For: . r fur

do peopie engage in some na'i l;/ ac-i ions:icort wll:-c-r. oi:tsirie::: n:jni say that they

certainly c.o not siand a fa:':: char:.i;-.cf succeei:-i- ig;, evon surtrrivi.:rg ? To ta-<e

a poiit icai exanple of a ve'ry jonienpo:":ry rrai,urie r wny,jo Scu:"h Airican w1.-;jcs

j -n gp:rerai ,  ano their  nai . ioeal- is-r ,  iead.ershlp ln;a: ; icui-at ,  persist  i -n vhi ie

supremacis i  ru, i :  ? ' i ,h"y donrt- t i ]ey see tne " : '>*; , ,1. l*- : : i :nf  on the r ;aL] t t ,  f i rnr ly

wri i ten,  u:ual- i ; '  b; '  b lack l ;ar . .Ls,  *  l , 'o i i l_: : i lg . : .  *- . . - .  ;  : t  h*cause they think

' t  -  ^- ft t j (Y/o we are ou:,  l i I -  r 'e r ' . .  ,  .  " : - . - i - .  
' . :c  , - .  : '  : . : ; l - ' ,  -  i .  ' . - . : - r  to say that - ,hey

ilo ncrt !]I i$k tir is, t, ' i ;  *"heJ K-:-r .r,t, .-(; ;e 'rru+ * --.: cti i€r lrords that the wi-sh

:s the master of  the ihoa;hi : ' ;c  i : :e. .?x- i€r 'L +,hat t i :e s i tuat ion is interp.retea in

t€trls of iar: chance;r, i i ; 'n,pec;ier -:e:s.r. l: ie ihenseil 'es in such ca.ses is p:rbably

: :e iat :velJr  st : t ; ia-  :  - t , : ,  qenerar,  ' : l  Si ! : : lar  Si j :uai iO:rS, OUIS wOuid.  have been a

hopeJ-ess case; h* i - :=-gj j i_:aJe.r  € i l - " 'c : .  : , i :^  - - ip*t*a -  ; t  , ; r : rT ' .  - - ' - ,  ca"paci?ies, i : - ,enrr ions,

v i ta:  : . : .  . - : r .e:al  1;-  i , : - r3 nolon.ger holds. ,  In c i r r r  ' { 'o: ' ' r .  i .Y;r-T; 'v:-1 be a fendency

to reinfer;:"e": the sitriatior:s to ae-obi':c1t: f:)r -: ,FF. . ":. 1 p::t: i iL-ularize rather

than univ*:r : ;a] . : -ago * 'o br i i ; " ,C, o: :* !s ct i :1 ; i r t le i j !J . ' ,  ? ; :  , "nz case drawn from onets

olrn l itt ie u.ni\, 'e-.se. I '  hum,an rightra:' lc:reec, ,-^i_:seC j .- blt noi' "l-ational"-

And this:ia;r a]EiJ .€ *vhr.--: is": v:,tr a. ia:re ievii driver on t 'he wron€l

s ioe t i  "ne road. :  "whai  h.r i : ; :s fo l  - ' i  ^ i : r ; - ' : } '  per; , , ie aoes not hold for  me".  And i t

rnay be *"he case for ihe cl-rir i::ai : : ia na;"' l :e in rhe possession of perfec-'; sta-

t ist ics abo' : . t  detecl ion ani .  convict ion protabi l " i ' t ies,  ) 'et  feel  that ' r  th is appl ies

to orCinary people,  : iot  +uo fr€! ' .  fn i lhc- wlrc.s,  r 'd:  a: :5;nent is that  subject ive

probabi l i ty  can be in+"erpretec as :e:r"- i ' r  e:bleci-vc- prcbab.- i i ' - ty,  not  contaninated

by p:e: ise or vag'J( '  notrc i rs of  re l -a. t . iv t :  : ' :cque;: i :L-sro:  sone iheory as to how

the Cice are loadeCreven when they nave n,ct been ihlor.rf i yet.



It nay be objecte,: ;hat peo;i.s 3--+ i i ' ; ' ,a, *r:a: :.::-.,..:trr: i-,g;r ' i i ,: i i ..1r ;rrf..rr., ; j :eir

ru ishes, but at  the sE-Tl€ *r ' - ; re they ln: :y . " '1.  . ' t - .  " : .  - i - -  : - , 'n *- .* ;s: : :e l , i r ; ; .  ._L-,-

inspired. thoughis -  inde-; ,  wishes, c2r, :  i .nt  i ; r : ' :  -  ' '  ,  , r r , , r  . . : . t i t  j . t i  t i : r ' r : , :  se-

parate compartments. !Ji-:.;: t i ' : :s one ghoii:,.:. :..: 'r:. r: - - 
---, r:^d :-; i:h*r r.a.l ir about

separate types of consi-.f 'nsness. A pe::sll; i ;, i ,a;i ' : ' :  ' . '  .::: .:,:: .:,1.1 ,, j_'t tr:e ;:e,la.tivg

^\I . ' reo,uenOy Sense) that  : : ;s Chances aT{ i  r r i " r  ' ' , .  , r1. . , : : " ,  : , .1: t  - : ;  t , ru } i i5 l  ( . :n 1,ne:

sub;ec+, ive bel ief  sen :) ' ;na. t  t l ' re c;- .a. ' , ' : , , ,  r ' . : ,  ' -  . . :  ,*  exc: i - , . ic , .1 i : i . ie ot i rer .

The psycholory cf  thr . : :  re ia. t io; iship i : : .  , ,  : : i : i l . , r ' i  - . . , , :  a, ; - , ,  cc;  , 'sry l  r r .s

here, except for one i: i.n.g : -if lhe {:r.?r ,.: : " - , '  '- ,:....: ,.,. -;.: i ,. :-t:-: i,n r.t.n.d

the nomeni of  t rut) :  : -s appea: ingrt l i i : i :  x :  ' :  r , ' , : : i r  ' '  . - . : ;  - : ,  : ,  i : i , t  , \ i - . ; , :  i : , rson

psychodynamical ly that  may cause the o1,, , . ' : i j : : , , .  r /c . t : :  - , i : .  . :  ' . - : : . : ' ' i : ; f ,e ' ic .  :ecea3

even further into tne backg:cur:a and i i te;=a1,. ; i t i : . r ' , - :  r - :  . . - : i " : , : r  : " ; ; . i ,h tc conin: , ;6

the scene, * ,hus inspi : : - r .g *" ,1e ue::e , je ' , . i i ;  t  - , - , - r . i t t . : :  I "  . ' ; . : '  ' t  , :  : . ' r i  i i { . - : i , r : ;s,  ; i , \? re&ixlon

why people do the kials oi  - . : : r - : ' - :  : '  .  -

eneil\y f ire in o:d.er to drc; * -c3;., ,

face of mcrtal enerny l ire, a-.,c '::, : ' :

to me, at  least  not here,  at  ieas"u l : , ) r  a. i ; ' : .

Let us nol.r tra.ks ,lcr-.. oi the :;t :e . ' lr ' ;r.-: , -,

tc confl ict. Imagine *"hat. f-;5tai: ie:tts 'rr:r:e r."\.-.;r.- '-. .- '

demned to perfect cer-r,ainty. ;n o ihe-:'t i ,.: '{;; - '", '5 
l;,:;::-*i

c.uences of  our act ior :  ;  the fu ' , .ure v 'o- ; - i i  i .  . - :  : '  :  I

"oe no rrncertainty, we would nct oniy 1c1o..:' ..--..; -r)1'r :r,.).,.1

al-so 'cnow our cl:oi.ces - meani-ng tha* ,Cle;y vi ':. ' '

wlc beLon;s to the rnanagerial- ' irove;-l ' ,e:: ' .

in iernai iona] )  
t 'e i i tes" c i  , , - r . ; "  - r , - t : ' : . .  , .

. i93Jt , ;  :  i t : lear.s t"hai  JD;r  - . . , - . - ' : , :a. '

is l iaroly a:4r emlty space wnare irc; . '*-. : '

veek-end. outing with your fa-nily, ; i iL. '.-.-. .

predictable as fu'uure train:- , ;h€ i:2.,,:.:--i..: '  : ' . ;:, ,,.

::eie:rlng ncw io Swiss -btar., 'r: s f;cz, " i. ir '  ---1;ti t.,-... ' .:

o: :  ic  Br i t rsn t :a ins? steere, : - r r i 'a s: ; ; : , ; :1- '

An oiher comparison '.rould be w:-tn p:::,sol ,.: l ' . . , . ,. ,:. -

speaking' all iraportar:t cl:oices hal'e :-i.::e;r.; '  ;:.r, -.

t ram of consequenceg is a narrow cir€.  a;rd . :  "

Much carr be said about ihls ;;r;e r:. '  . i ,,..-, i- -:.,,) ' : l

aspects.  Thus, word-s i ike t tbored-ont ' r t tapain; i ' "  . - rc.  , i  i ;
f*  \  . -perience" [Thoraas) wrrl easriy cone r,c ar-.:: ',.. -r, - -., .,

'  , .  r "51g3 ; .1 '1 i , , r

': ' ';" .iri,':!: in thtl

-- , Ce.:tT:1'. apply

, -" i: :,., ,;;t i:t}1r spi:,i- ;l;.t sr:rge

i,;i,fr:r '*w.-li: fof new ex-

e..-- . :  - .1+i  ^*^!  l .  - . , ( i . ' ! i  \ /q UIUIIJ a:  s



oeeper than thi-s sense of be *n6 pro6Tam:eo, o:: , ' ra ' , - ; , ' - : . -  - , ; : ;

maton with no opt ions lef t ,  ' - l tere is aiso l i ie pel ' . : l - .  i : i  i .  - , .

the tralector ies along whir ' ;n one wi l-1 i ravej lhrc. ; . , ' : .  j  r , .

with d.eath. There is a treinendous qualitative i.rl"e:i:.r--,c

the abstract  that  sooner cr  iatei  we shai i  a i : . ; . . . , .  : r . .  . -

when, where, how and vhy: tc have i! w:.' '"re: - .

so io speak. In face of  ' ; . rat  certainty,  : ; r - 'c .  j  r : . :  :

go on l iv ing ? in a ser.re: .he ctues*" ion:s w-r ' \ - , l i i  - l

icnowledge is absolute r 'ad correct l  : - f  s, i ic j -Ce n'{ : : 'u

read.y icrow it. Quite pi.ssibly it night n"o-, -.r,i:

of anxieties tied" to u;icertainties . l* nlii i; 
.;r,:

less an automaton.

Hovever, in a s31nse eo:^3,j. ---: -:.:-':r '

equipped with perfect cel tain-"y aoc'  i  ^.  - .  "  '

history ? How could ru;nan crr-n;f r;--.re: :

by that social transforrrration, tran:scenoenc-: L...6 :'.,=.: ':.:,.-' l

be built into the certainty of ihe future i:hat; i, '...itr r:o:r:

year 2OOO that all iuture stud.ie s are ncli f.c;-,::". : * :

' ';ouid certainty about what is goin6; to lia;'-,+r: .1,;i 'ql, -

action ihai is a conc.ition iol sone+"hin3 r'r{,--}:' .,

progranmed to i ranscend. ' thenselves ? O:: ,  . --

we refer to as tr t ra: tscenielce" necej sar j-  l

mulat ion of  social  exper ience by ven; l : : : . -  * ' -

nr l - r  iq 1:n-

?, i r | , : r rn i t - '

::r,nian ii-fe

i - : r . . . : r  " r -L. l_Ows: r t ,  is  t t .e

.;:l

. -  : - , . ' ; . , t : .  i l :e. :* l  . l l rc*,  is  an

- .- . r.. : i:' :;: '1-, t;: Pe::S ,Sn I S

. , : : : . , , ' : , : . r .  i i t , l . / , : i . l l :  l f f iay

;:, ;I, i :r"vj-c,;a.i or cc;i leciir. 'e,

i:";-.t:t'1r {^i.h: ; in tr.:-rn have

. : , : ' , , r " '  - - t  ; ' leO t . ) tet?:C:fn

. :: ' .:. ' .  ^-:. .. '- :.,?l+

We shall- now iry to sholr

certainty a necessary cond.iiion for **ha;

of humarr beings, it nay al-so be sai'i ' i;r: i

itself . And to do this we shali ncw :nake

C;'f S i,n,.:' -']1.:-,ir

t,,: ig i1!: ) t?

n€; i , .3: :

fhe def in i t ion ve sha, i l -  uee l ; '  ccr : i l - ' : : - r .

s i tuat ion that obtains vhen cne o:  nore ai- :crs . . ' : r*  i ' l r . -

Thus, there are four {e}r coi lcep.s ;  aciors,n-,-rrsr^. . ; ,  .

Some remarks about ali four:

As to actors: t rere nay 'c;-  rr ' - ; ,

; -ntra-actor eonf l ict ,  or a so-cal led cr l -en:-n1e ." .  ; :  "  : .  - j . .

d.istrj-bu'uion of activities tn:ough -time ;:d :i ,)-, -

inorning working or enjoying noyself ?) fhe acio.iri, ,-,.:1 '

the iat ier na.) '  be organized with hard" nuc:.e:  ca:-"r : , i i  ' r ;

even ha: ier nuciei  cal l -ed"1o./ernmentd),  a-:  : ' :a: t  - . . . r '

assocj.ations and. or..znLzatlocs" 3u; '"he;; ai-i .i i--.':,  ̂.-^:



is a ceriain a^mci:nt of

^+-^+^-t  ^aDUI-4U<": i r -ga.

efforis ro do soi::ethe

but also the cthe::s i-

in the vay, otha:sis

the way is by ieiii;, '

t:rere ."-:"'r

L^-_l  
^4^. : , '

a;uciJ D vG / i

: - ,€ i  s s iani i rg

,r  sr ix: i in;  : l r :

i' r:r by others "

F.

r  -  -  -  
*  i  ^-v; jL. i r* :*Z3vl , ) I r :  C- i i  4 l . jaL'( jnv, i$ C, gl)a: i ; .  A napp;nC O.

j , "S :  -  " i l  . '  :  .  I  
* , f . { . :  

i .  :a l l l  l i . l : :  '  - "  . ' -  - .  : ;  ^ . . - - , ' r  i ' r '  "

..'l.i-f i, ;nl.l' ,'-:1e

: - .  , - . :  "  SOrei , - '

, : l ' . , , ; : : :Al  " i : " . . i .

:--'- -l:1.,: 6t' ,* a, ' 
'

As i;. 
":. ' :::f:*:.:g*", 

'-r,..-, . ' . . r ' : i ,r.. (:

sub-d' :v i -s ionsa:a: ! , : : . I , , ; . : . : . : , ; : i i - j - ' ] i3- ; : : : ; ' . l : ' - . i : : r . - l . . -

f . l renrqr n : '  * . - r : l 'a i

srrbjectrveinco;: . ; , ; ' . " i . . i : ' ' ] . , " . ) l . . ' : ; r . , l ' , ; ieha;r i , ] - r

that cer-.ar.: i goal-o are -i nco:i lr-,: l  e lhe;r ni..ht, ::ve -i

thenselves \ri-[h o:ie ci th* ;:.,:-1.: i]i1 ':iie *,-{pe'::::{: r.:".;' -,'??.

nise,  ra l f -way ccr ls l l r :1. : i ' -c. :  .  r  '1-  '^ '  - :  :

f .hoir  
-11i  

j : , -* i - ;a ' r . - ' l :a ^ '  ^-  
'  

-1." . :  ^- . '! ,uLJL \ '  v"-  Y

Mnronorror in^ns-^+i 'h i l  i  - 's :  <n'r
I ' lU!  EVY V C -  t  ! r r ' -vrrrJ jG ! l  Lr I  L l .  '  I  =;  . : rcr .

ha:dest one t,c Cear vit:: ma;r br'

both wa:r.t tc derni-ne.te t:e o-"her.

twc of ih.em ae !o :{'hai i-s ;::ea::t

+1rno  -  a--uJ :".

hoi+ bor l  c\ f^ i ' : . : . ! t i  ; i -  . : :  - -  - ,  .

Kiianotu a,nd tr3 u',11 ?s itiiari;'' - '..:,.:':;

(t{ore probiematic rf -r.. i,e 6o:.r- s-ri*-e:.:

l i i lanc ;l-or:lel '  - unl-sss l;hey wo;l-* .€' n

that ir 'hen -Lr.e;' :;1ee e"{. every Seccrlrj

t rc:ai ;heciec. t t  {* 'ha- ' -  ' :  : : : ' :  '  '  '  
- -  f , . '  :  

- . ' i l : :

sna-ep- Thav a-:re nci t l : l :  i ; ,--al- ; iate: oi. \ I.v.,t

stops on th* road" Goais d.iifer in many

one - berng the e:rtent -r,o which *uhe;.r :;n

or the consunma.t;.cn :-:l ::.ri a.-'.1 crr' :.'1i,:ij-i:jl

Y.)

ihe

t?r  * , - .  - ,^
n ! t { ' - : r

fashion "
r..Lles

1r ' l -1 ' ;L, l t i  : -o l  ,  ies 
' : 'ed ,

.:::a t* .l-n ';ini: ancl

r  - -^*^, t . i  ^* ,,  .^c J l l i  UEL!r9 ' l ia i  J

i : ' 'or i ' ,  -  and .en ' i rnfOftal f i

' r 'n o. . .noA (  - :  i?a :  '  \
3n app-Le/

o- ; i ' i :  lv ' rnpies above),

.  r - : ; '

It slrouia oe noted;ha'1., r+:lal i i ,ru::.ow l;,:; i .!:. to sone exte:'rt i tf i-ned

is a speciai  ca. :e of  a nuch'broacle. : :af .e$lrrr  ihal  c i r : -L* te referxed to as

Itsocial conluraii ictions". Tnrs woul-c. t,hen cei:.ne a :;pe'ctz-;n where "conflicttt

would" be on oite end, anC on i,he cther enrj r,rrr: it l-,e;l:.:1;:.esl rather than acto::s,

v i th i r r terests : ra i .her 'uha.r i  ;cal- . i r : i lua--g--- .ca" i : ; "  r r {TX')s1inE ihe- i r  so3ial

. / .  6



roles where the incornpati,bilities are not brought out into the open precisely

because the parties are ;:oi conscious and crystallized. enough to become actors

and the interests have not, through a process of conscientization been trans-

for:ned into goals. The ccntrad.iction is there in a more latent senserin the

sociaL reality as between parents arrd children - the parents wanting the chil-

dren to be pettable, responsive rather than responsible, protected. rather than

protecting, able to reciprocate the tendemess bestowed upon then by the

parents; whereas it night be in the childrenrs interest as soon as possible to

conguer platfo::ns in adul-t 1ife, such as the ri-ght to work (not the right to

be exploited, thoug.r). Tne transfor"rnation from contradictions-in general to

crystallized conflicts is an important chapter in conflict theory.

One thesis night now be fo:rnul-ated as fcllows : hurnan history is

the history of contrad. ict ions that crystal l ize into conf l ictsrare acted. out,

resolved in various ways thereby transfor"ning social reality, in this new

reality new contradictions start build.ing up, crystallize into conflicts that

in tu::n are acted. out, and so on artd. so forth. TLre process goes fron infinity

to infiniW, it has no beginning arrd. no end, it is inextricably linked. to

hunan life itself. But the cond.ition for tiris to happen is that actors act,

and one condition lor thera +uo &ct - ir will- be argued. - is that they do not

possess perfect certainty aboui the ouicornes oi  the act ion. In fact,  the ab-

sence of perfect certainty might possibly be said" to be a character ist ic of

act ion as opposed. to (r i tual ist ic)  behaviour.

fn a sense the poini is very simple. Take as an example the type of

strrrggle that r.romen all over the wor1d. are engag:ed in today, at various levels

of consciousness and crystallization/mobilization. Take the point of depalture

as it has d.evelopeo in the ind.ustrialized, western, capitalist countries :

the family as a feud.al/conservative enclave in a capitalist/1iberal social

for"mation in which the men participate fu1ly, the women (and the children and

the aged-) only narginally, being more treated, like serfs in those feudaf en-

cl-aves by 'ftheirtr nen. To say that they are treated as slaves is nonsense :

they a.re not boughi and sold, but they are tied. to the setting, unfree to nove,

very lirnited rights of ownership or disposition of arlything, 1egal1y inferior,

etc.. The fight for the right to divorce is the fight for the right to move

frorn the fief, and (frorn a nants angle) the right to cut the obligations to

maintain that particular fief. fhe family, like the feud.al unit in earU-er

periods j -s a set over reciprocal r ights and dut iesrboth ways, so there is

alvays a double ed.ge to alL the argr:ments in this context - this is a reason

why there is a complementarity, ind.eed a d-ialectic to the liberation of women

and the liberation of men. For all this to happen women have to become
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conscious, L'hey have tr: nobilize, they have to fight with the various

means at {neir d.isposai" - an obvious one being to go on strike - to refuse

to be the helpers prei,'rring the men for participation in nacro-socieff,

to groorn hin when he comes home, wounded. from real or imagined. battles to

part ic ipate in ' rhis success' !  .

No doutt. we a:e right nors in the tr:ansforrnation phase of con-

trad.iction to clea..' crystallized conflict. But that i:nned.iatety raises the

agonizing questio:: : what is the goal state ? is it the equal participation

of woinen an a jfl" :asis, in aL1 positions i.n capitatist/titeral social for-

mations, whethe:: the capiialism is of tlie private or state varieties ? If

J$o wornen in CiA and KG3 a goal vorth fighting for ? - Ts the effort to

throw ooubt on this goal a clever rn-ale strategg to keep woinen in their place,

as serfs ? As ihe conflict proceed.s through various types oi conflict qy-

na"nics such positions ro'il i lncreas-ngiy be conquereo, +"he goai comes cioser.

The fight has beei: griceo by a visio:r, a ry.re*r - -.;ord-s like"equality" and

"soeial- justicerrhave ooiainated. tha+u Cleam, As one cones cl-oser the drearn

fad.es, the goal recedesl as one morrnta'in is being sca-eC it not only appears

less goid.en than it looked. at a d-istarrce, other mo',"rniains appear on the hori-

zon behind- the first one. 0n such mouRtains other goals nay be vritten :

requal participa+"ion'l yes, but in a d"ifferent socj-al formation - perhaps -

after all - nore sj.milar io the faniLy than to the enormous nacro-societies

that have energec since ihe }h-id."le Ages. No doubi as one noves closer to that

mounta"i:r it virr a-iso appea:: iess ,;o-ien ani --;:e:E v,ilL also appear new

mountains on the horj-zon behini tha*r, one ara:ir, ani- so on and so forth.

l,lt:at nakes us d-o ali this ? Thi-nk oi the vorkers vho started early

1ast. centur)'or the wonen',sho started early t,his century i think of the od"ds

aga.inst them l .r'::y kin,e of lnow] edge based on reiative frequenqis would. tel1

them very cl-earl1r what the positiori. cf vor'-Kers and lromen was ; the positi-

vistic attitud.e ca:r:e; blr the relative frequency i.nterpretation of probabi-

lrty gives to the past i 'rery loud voice, to the futu:'e only the promise

of s+"ochastic converEence tovards the id.eaiized relative frequency, the

"probability". A very meager promise ind"eed, not much material for a drea.m -

except for those who belong to the privileged groups, the elites, largely

stafferj. by raa.nus (nidd"1e-aged men with university education). fnint of the

od.d.s that are agai-nst other groups in the sarne position when they will start

the same fi€$t, narching on the same long road. : the old-age home irrmates,

the pensioners and retired people in general, the child-ren, the very young,

the non-intellectuais in an intellectualizing society. if their gr:-i.d.e1ines

were based" on L<rrowled.ge extracted iron the past alone ilaetion would be the
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rational ccrnsequence ans thcs,,: who would want this type cf consequence to be

Crawn wor:lci natural-ly favori.' tnat type of theory. Correspond.ingly, if they are

griCed. by complete cerlain';,, about the fut-rrre the drearns would fad.e, the noun-

tains woul-d not seem vorth scaling, and even though pushing the stones up new

mountains rather than tne :.i&in€ fior.lrrtain as poor olC Sisyphus had io d"o is some-

vhat more inspir:.ng - th"re is at least some novel-ty io the stone.,rushing - in

the longer run it is ex:1...;i;erating to see the sione roll down into the valley

again, particularly wha.. one is high enough up to see no linit to the nrm:'rer of

rrountains anead-. Inac*:on or the equivilant of thi-s automaton robot actionrwool<i

l ra +ho' l i l ra ' ]  r '  ^^r isequence -  sOul less,  uninspired_ rr tual isr i ;  usual ly referred tO

a.s fataLism. fLrere would be no pursui-t; nc crystallization, no transcendence.

To be hurnan, sornehow, seems to have something to do with living in

a spectrum between the positivist an0 the fatalist options. Actua11y, they are

two different ways of s.ryi.r'g tre sa.ne : it is aii rn'ritten up in a big book, rhere

is litt1e we can dc, except <nor"'ing what .s ivriiten in iha'. book ana then try

to l ive according to tnat 'cncwl-ec.6e. t  -s: :oi  up - ,o us - ,o ci :ar ' : fe the texr of

the book. I{hat posi t iv isn promised uas that we couia., ;e-,  - ,o reai.  *"he book, even

to write it if we pronised to iet nature (includ-ing hr.rna:: society) dictate what

we wri te by respect ing what posi t ively exists,  what is.  lhe doctr ine would be

that f ron "r 'hat  is , : -s possible ' i t  fo l t rows "rrhat is not is impossible".  i iovever,

the only thing ihat |c i low; woul i  be thai  "what is inpossibler is not ' rr ' . ih icn is

sonething cl j - f fe:ent.  Ior there is the poteet ial ,  the possi 'oLer X€-u no1' ei ; rst . tg.(5)

To this it may be ob;ccted- ihat $onen have l:lown al-l- the tirne

'that sorne !:ornen have nade it, they have even been queens. Ii: other vords, there

iias been that enpiyi"eaL exception that coul-d. serve .:-s 
- 1;iding ii;ht. fre re-

-at ive f :ec,:enc:es l :ave cpenei for the possib:.-r-4- o:  3i-r :€ rope, there has been

sorne uncertainty. Bui tske "unen the case of chiic.:en. Ti^e present author is

absolutely convinced tha; chiid::en irave potent:ai:, -*-f, reard of , under-utilized.,

even totally unused in the sccia: fc::matiors best lcrown iorx tod.ay. Thus, in a

society where by sorne kind ol' tech:iolory basic need.s rnould be guaranteed satis-

fied" and by some kind of cosmolory not more tha"n basic needs satisfaction vould

be asked. for, naterially speaking, everyboay night be much more interested in

piayful activity. Would it not be likeiy that in such societies the children

might be the teachers and ad-uiis the pupils - particularly adults who had been

d.eformed. through participation in highly rrnplayfui- social fornations ? And hou

ever this would be, is it.not also preposterous to assume that children that

are syetematically kept away from work (toaay uncler the pretext of protecting

them from exploitation) woui<L not if they were given a chance of creative (not

ritualistic)work acti'nty also develop nuch .nore quickly potentials that
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ad.ul*"s prid.e thensef....s cf seeing as the prercgative cf ad.ults ? i,,fhen

+"hey actuaily are we'. I protectecl interests ?

Neithe l ,csi ; iv is 'n,  : lc:  fatal isn ar:  t re 'cas. ic epistemoiogies

that explain why hu:' :,;:s scrretinnes t::anscend" : -oecause 'yre are blessed. by

u:rcertainiy. 'ihat ,,:certainty can be agonizing everybod;r .:.::,::+ls ; ar{fbody

who has passec : : : ,"e of his l : ie in ^rr ison can +,est i fy n"ha-;  certainty

can be even mor€ : i ior i izrn:o Tlre } :rros of ' th ings pr isoners C.o in orcl+i  to

in iecr- ,  an ej  e.mpt . . . . - '  , '6 ' . .5.- i - . ; i .n i*r  i f  . i t f , : f1^r f  : ;g CC":?-\- i  o-ar-rr  n-odi  
^te*bie en-

vircrurent ' (s: ; ' ; , .  '  e, ' t i :^, I  . forrs ar,  . . : : : : - r /er, ,  F- i i . . l : - ' * i th their  bodies,

ewpn r,, i  -1' l  inp.;. .r .  : : . ,  r-  jc,r to :aj_n sl: i lg new ex:er- en.j ,_1 , s-rt . j i  as an opera.+uion)""  ' *  / ; f
n' :^ow',r io anr- 'e t , :q ' . :nor:v in * .n is. \ ' ' ih* here we are arron ra ' - ,ar i  -mr two un-a'e4l 'su uJ

certaintres at the saine t ine :  i i :e;nceri ,ai : : ' ;y as +uc, whe-"her we l ; i I l  win
+;^ . ;  

-1^+ ^* i - -urr i ,  r : i j r ru ap5a-urdt  t l ie h ' ]a.qf  ; i . l i - : .  : "nX thi : , - , . ' r " -"" to,a: i 'abo' i i  *uhe na.ture c i

the ;.ral cncf ve :-l: i  - l, l iq:::r: : ' ,:,* i l i :-1,.t 'e::; ir :- i: ' . .,; 'een i i:? TrouIrtajJl as vier,reC

fron a dis';a:ice :.r. i 1,.,e. ::c-o:i+e:,.*.n a: cancre-re e-a!1lr ' j-ence. cur gc,ft in re-

ject i r r , l  ;o i i : :v :s;  ar : - .  " : ' - - . .a1 : i ;  f : 'e: : ;a: io: :E,  c i . . :  ta lent  in persuading

ourseives ihe :h.ances are ;:oi i; ia-u bad , e.. 'e;: of rnanoeuv::ing our percetrF

t ions intc a lornel  r i  pe"- : lec ' , ' : l i . -€:r* .a i -nty te l - l ing curselves that past

exne'r- i  ence does :nr)-r ' .  i r '  . - .h ' i  s  r ' ;se.  r r l? t -he ry ' l  nnn' , r  : r -or l i  n i i  nns oi  those.* : ' ! *staav:

who clain they have explored the social and" his+,orical. landscape in front

ci o',r-:: .l",,ni fo:'ra:i posii*orls. Thus, if the llnl.;:c rr'c--l.d cc'Jlliries toci.:;'

shor: l  4 rer,  i  j r7.  l ; ' r ra nar i  r , r :qr ' \ '  awetn' tL,  jne ihc. l  , r  ^- '  - .n :  'nv : raon' l  e : ' :On ihgv::+.r |  1

i l i ls-u l i*ri.d. ccu::. i;r i-es about i le:l. i ' ,on oi or, 'r ' l ier/:,t:nneni-,, abcui the social

j - l - is  r i  in l iuslr : -e:  . ;c ' : :  e" : f  r , ' iL. : r  : r - - ; t i  p le ier  ro do nc-r th ing at  a l l ,  thereby

iapsin3 : :1to nJ:1-his:  , : ica-,  : - -at , - . ' : ,a:r  s+,at ,es.  This d"oes not mean that

' ,helr  l i i l - i  t - rncl iy; 'or-- . r 'n ' : "nto al  ,  ' ;ce t laps:  and corners ihe Firs*"  worfd

i^^-  - -  j - i^ :  - :^- l "  i ' : :n-  : t  oniv r .eans tnat a v i . in l  r : -  '^ i=her natgr ia iJ]dbv4:1ILcuIUogf.LL' ' )w. j .Ugr!J l - tgoj lDvr l@LoY*' ' .vLUL

level  cf  i ivrngserves as a f i rst . : . : :oei ;nei :s e. Jasis for one social  in-

iui t ion tnai  inspir l :er er l i ion; ihai  actron i tselL to be quest ioned. as one

comelr c i-oser.  In ge;:er; ' . -  the: 'e. is l - i t t le reF-so: :o i . 'cr : : ] ' that actor:s of

any krnd vlri re-roai e.{:c-.iy ine nistakes o-l ectors ihey cr-airn they imi-

tate p:'ec:-sei-;y -cecause of the h'.iman talent F;id inoeed. neeci to inject un-

ce:tai : r-ry 
"n 

thei l : , , , t . t .c ' , icr ' , . .  ?o :- , : - . - 'ate, io nr l ts*e t 'he trajectory of

so:nebody aheaC ci oneseii is';antano';r:i to fata1 "-sm, it mear:: giving away

;i:e gi.it cf i:ncer+-ai::*"y" Anc :n sc iorng tl",t. oa.ring ventures into the un-

known out of vrhich new sccial  iomai j-ons, i .e.  t ranscendence, may ensue

wil l  not take place. ?c nake a pL,oi ;occrtrry is nct ihe Ssms ss wri t inS an

article * that ls wg :.t is ',ir:cn6 to ccnd-enn people to photocopyingail their

tjme : the certa:nty oi the acaron r<iiis the t::anscendenc€ larown 3s

personai grow:l l '  \  dJ
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to concluge: we i;:.ve beer: :xi;ii ing tlie vi:'"ues of uncertain ty. C1ear1y,

1it<e anSr'")^.in1- }l '.rman, the 'eo:d si:eet o-t r-mceri,a:nty j-s not only positive,

nor is i t  as r , inconrr l rcat lC:rs i t  is pc' : : t rayed. above" for cne +uhing, i t

foLl-ows from 'rha*, iias h'.,en saicl that crime cannot be erad.icated through

increasing detection Br,* conviition probabil"ities ; huna,n beings are not

inaoe that way. lfc a:e .;.p-b]-e r)f 'urzfisionning cer:ainiies ir1+uo 'mcertainties,

perhaps even nore so'..:..: ncre t'ra'i,icna1" judgnent, shoul"C inspire very literal

interpretat ions oi  *" .  ,  past as 6rr*d.e1ines for t l :e fut ' - r le.  People may absi>- in

from, or not enga.le .n , cr:ine for oiher reagons : tne;r nay sinpiy not lvant

rt, get what tne;i !.rr i bii other inearls or - possibll 'the mcst important r:rti-

mech"-nisrn - ;rot  h+ r: : . , .3:nai i . re o::  dar:ng enough. ( Incicental iy,  i f  cr ime is

for the dari.nry til".J. -uhe ina"-t*r,itive tney may be particularly s*i]iull in

transforming krrowj-ed.ge inio be-l-ief r doin.g the opposite of wha'u the more stoliC

and sol-ic1 bureaucrats and- researcher-. vho theorize about then migbt iave done) .

fnis aiso appires io i re cor icept ol  incompatibi l i ty:  not only :  s

uncertain? as' ,o:he ouicone a necessr: i r  coni i t ion for  r isk-taking in

si tuat ions oi  cont:a.,1ict :-on and conf- i i ' :1 un:e:ta-nty abou'L the incompatibi-

l i ty is aiso rnpor;ant.  Taike :he " incorpat, : l : - :"-1. ' '  i€.*,wee:r work and enjoy-

ment : for he who has work the ouicone of r,rriich :las :jr elenent of uri.certainiy

worK fiajr be a source of en;o;rnent, but aiso of pa-:'i, a('rony; it is only wi.en

the wcrl: l-s s.d:Toii:-rded. ;y certainties in ali d.ireciions that - at Ieas"" aiter

a whi le -  i t 'becones ai i ic isb cer: iain 1, iai  i t  is inconpat ible with en;o.y 'raen*,.

In tnls tlere i s also a reason wny the regines in Eastern I'ercpe io

not seen to vo;k very t' 'ei* : :,hcr9_is that oream of -r,he suip:'j-qe-iree sccieqr.

Planning is reduction of rrncertainty and there is no arg.unent here ti;rt there

is nc scope iol  pia.nn:nrq: lhe::e a.re uncer*uaint ies i l re can d,o without (eg. re-

laiing to ea.:th-cuades; they co,ric be transforr':.ed iirto certaintj-es ihat they

wi l l  not occr-11: wr-*. i rout that certainty causi lg r : i . , r -^.  :^ i rn),  3rt  the perfect ly

pta:rried,, benevolenl scci.etJ' Ls in for i '"ireaae: silr!-ilses than the mal-evolent

qnn' io*:r  r i r idc.n :or ! '1 i ,  ' .1 i , ig: ' i :a- i i i -e. ;  :  pegpie Wi l -  C;-ea-r ,e Ung€ftaint ies,  a i -
' in

+1--- . . - l . r  - ; ' . i  ++^/ :1--  "  r - -^- ' r  r r .qrr  hp- i inF s:11: i l r :a:  iather than in thenrL!J ' ; t  )LL,  d,Lj- l . l l j .  !  tC| !LJ .  J .s{ , '

material sphele (a :easo;i r,';y peopie nevertheless seek the agony of r.ncertain-

ty of salvatj.on in natertally graranteed countries ).

fn snori : c1c not ta.lie '.jricer+"ninties away ii'o:r us humans. They can

be overd.one, bui tiey are tne naieiial :ut of r^'hich human and socj-ai develop-

ment are mad.e.
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paper prepared for a Festeohr l f t  !n honor of  Professor Johr Cohen'

' i ;n lverst ty of  Manoheeter,  fhe hdebtedn€ss to hle wotrk ls c lear f ron
the art to le,  both to th* natry art ic les f ron hls hand, &d to the' .
part tcular ly inetruct lv,-  lntroduot i .on to hts type of  th lnklng ae found
in Cohen ancl  Chr lstenae.r ,  InfoTgatSon and Cholce, 011ver and Boyd, Edin*
burgh, 1970.

t .
(1) Camap I  expresei .+u i -s aB rat lonal  and Carnap hlnsel f  eeeme to h€,
as Judged frsn hte bor,ks.  People l tke Carnap are probably poor guldea'
to how nost of  humanitr  experLences phenornena l lke rrproba bt l t tyt t  -  at
l-east they shoii ld oor:r"act nuch experinental researoh ln order to have
thelr  preJudguents c i ,nrdced vl th Boae touch of  rea1l ty.

(2) Von Mtses in h;s lmportant work dtd tbe job of  91 v lng the study
of probabl l t ty i ts pcsi t lv tst  touch -  but  l t  ls  renarkable how the no-
t lor  of  probabl l t ty,  l tke God, democracy, l iberty ard what not,  6van
sootal lsm, Beens tc eurvlve al i  ef for te et  def ln ing then.

( l )  I raplaoo, borrowlng from the general-  are cou. leotandl  t radt t loun
YagproLab1ynuohtoonuo!r inf ] .ueneedbyff ietdeathai
t rue,  honest dlce are not biased; when tbere ls devtat ton f ron equt-
probabi l t ty sonethlng dlsncreat or wrong * at  work,

(4) See as aE ssanpl ,e t l le othe: 'wise exoel ieut 'oook edi ted by Peter
Hel] ,  Europlr  agCI! ,  Duokworth,  London 19?? -  whj-sh predicte and pre-.*
sortbes future statesn but not tbe aot lon leaei-ng to then. Yhat k i .na
of at t t tucie wi l l  the book engender I  n the reader? A feel tng that th is
is probably golng to happen a.nyhow, henoe no act lon ie neei led? A deglre
to work out for  h lm- ard h*reei f  t i re mlss|ng 1inks,  the act lons requir-
ed? fhe quest ion ts whetSer pe'rpI€ * lant  io work out aot lone f f  th6 oon-
seguencee are too weLl known in advance -  a basic problen for al l  ocn-
oerned with futufe studi-es,

(5) For a i leveLopnent, t f  ih j .s thene, see Johan Galtung, Methodology and
ideo}ogyry.EJ}.ereuCopenhagen,I977,chapter2o! ' 'Enpt i iof f i
Congtruot lv lsmrt  .

i  5 )  See Johan GaJ-tung, Fen_slg]qsanf i r lnnet (  n i re Pr ison Comrnuni ty )  ,  Oslo
195?,foranana1ysieof@o1nonepart !ou}grpi isonto
oeorease oentalnty" Alao, lndeed, s€e John Cohren, t tUDeertalnty and Rtek-
laklng ln Crtrnefro Bu]" l .  tsr .  lsyql lq l .  tgee,-(1970),  pp.  29t-96

{?) For the general-  theo4r nf ,  eonf l tct  under ly ing son€ of  the ref lect im
ir  th i$ art io ier  s j€€ SbSgSec cf  Conf l" i .ct ,  fcr thconlng -  a work ortgl-
na11y$tartedup$at i r@n:iCohen,edsofaron1yl** ' - -
ve ye&rs behind scheduLe; a gooc example of  uncertalnty at  work.  but
the grat l tu i ie to John Cohen for havirg aekec me i ' :  i rn8ertake thts task
ls aa greaf as ever and i lke the man who;. I -* 'ays says [ l t  ts twelve ob]df
the pereou who, l ike me, eays'r forzhconing' f  nay also eventual ly be pro-
ven r tght .


