1e
24

3.

4.

UNIVERSITI SAINS MALLYSIL

School cf Comparative Social Sciences

First draft,
fcr comsents,
not guotes

WESTERN CIVILIZATION IN THE CONTRACTION MODE *

Aspects cf thc medieval system as a social formation
On the decline and fall cof the medieval system

The post-modern period: some speculaticns on social formation,
decline and fall

Conclusion

By Johan Galtung

Chair in conflict and peacc rcsearch, University of Osloj
Ingtitut wiversitaire dtetudes du developpement, Gencvas

School of Comparative Social Scienccs, Universiti Sains ialaysiaj
Goals Processes and Indicators of Development Project, UNU

Penong, iugust 1979



1. Aspects of the medieval system as a social formation

‘What were the Middle Agcszali'about? Caﬁ‘wq talk about a
medieval system? The asgumption in what followé is(tﬁat 1t is meaningful
to do so0, at least if the perspective is suffioicntly magro-historical
not to worry tco much about detalls. what we are 1ook1nw for would be
the ideal typical (in the Weberian s»nse) rathor than the variations
the sweeping characterlzatlons of vnst reglono in space and time rather

than the minutiac of a minor space—tlme region.
R o

To start at.a basit- p01nt in ‘the uystem. some. word about how
surplus was’ ‘produced, and by whom and how it was spcnt, and bjlwhom.
The mediecval system was an agricultural system; uneither crafts nor
trade dominated; over 90% of the population werc tied to the soil,
most of whom never departed morqrﬁhan one or two miles from the place
where they were born.1 The bagib unit of agricultural production was
the manor - a largely selfnsufficient, often big, farm - some of them
“had the s011 $illed by frecdmen, most of them by uerfs.2 The serf was
tied to the 5011 bound to tne land of the master., The coloni backgrownd
of freﬁdmcn and small pcasantg -~ the smallest fragments of the fallen
Wost Roman ‘empire - conthtuted oomo of the raw material out of which
thls new social entlty was formcd similar formations among the
transalplne 'bqrbamomc constltutod another and equally important 1nput.1
Slmllarly, the urlstocr;oywﬁas a blend of the Roman and the Germanlc4
- add those without or with very 11ttlc land werce brougit under the

landowner?'s protOCtlon, 1deally guarant(clng & minimun scourity against

services. Land and protcctlon one way, labor producing good and

services the other, was the ‘general ‘formula for the nanorlal system,
as 1atLr (from the ninth century; in Francec - in the walkeo of the
breakdown of the Carolingian: omplrc)S for the feudal system. The
cxchange was local.. Trade was mostly unnecessary, ‘50 was monuy - thc
exchange was in kind, a.barter-of, rlghts and dutics to woods and

6
services.



~ The feuda llgystom then, is scen as an elaboration of the
manorial system. It is the manorial sysfbm at a hi*her level, &b to
speék. It should not be 1dun11¢1ud with the Middle Ages: it startpd
.”1dtef and lag tod much 1ongpr=7 It was steeply h10r0rch10a1° on the
top were thoae who had land and protuctlon to offer, ic. the ultimatc
landuwnerﬂ and tihe ultimate owners JP the means of violence - at the
bottom were thoso who had ndtllnﬂ but their labor, for the productlon
of goods and scrv1ccs, to offcr. In the middle were those to whom
ownership had bcen delqgated. Fbudaliém was an exchange system that
was baged on the simple exchange relation mentioned, but cxtended it,

significantly, in social space, in timg and in gcographical spaces

gpiggplq_~§2yce. from being the simplc rclation betwegp'
landowner and scrf in a manoriai”systcm it becamec a multi-tier structurc
King-lord-vassal-serf = with the lat+er being ncither free, nor slave.
The serfs could not marry w1th0ut cons ent the land was not thglrb~
(they only had *access® to it), hy could not move.8> But they could
not be bought and sold away frcm the place elthbr thqy were not
commodities in that senue.9k Betwevn them and the top any number of-
tiérs, the wholpsc_ggcurlal systvm, could be 1ntcrsporsod.1o The
basic rclation betweén addacont t:cfs was the same, but thu relative
strength of the rplatlons diffe rud. Th@ hlstory of the Mlddle Ages.

is the hlstuny of how the pyramid shot upwards from a 1ow bottom level,
how higher lcvel links were cnystalllzed and ccmpntod, how it proved

impeossible to keep all links intact as the same tlmo, and how the

syetem ultimately collapsed, partly by its own welght.

- Those whc werc given titles to land also had the right to
issue titles to the level below; those whowre offercd pfotectidﬁxalso
had the right to offer protection downwards, Whefe it all cnded, wi@h
the serf, thosc tcrms, “land" and -M"protection™ in oxchaﬁgé fof?"égdéé
and scrvices® became too euphemistie, by far, to Ee mcaningful, The

terms conceal the abject poverty, or rather misery and squalor implicd



in tilling the soil for the landowner rather than for themselves (so
that the landowner had enough to consume and cnough to pass on to
nigher levels, cege a fully oquipped "soldier"). To own land implics
" the right to dscide over the agricultural surplus (if any): clearly thc
serfs didinét have thisffight. They were cxploitable down to the level
of reproduction and below. And tho torm‘"protéction” should better be
read "extortion™, "ou aCCOptxmy protection, or else!™ In the idealizcd
fofm the feudal systen was a neatly balanced hicrerchical systom of
rights and dutics cnsuring human existence at the bottom ("satisfaotiun
of basic nceds™ we would say tdday)land nct more appropriation towards
the top ("luxury consumption® we would say today.) than what ic
commenaurate Qifh the abolition of miscry for the éerfs. But in
practice the system could casily dcgenerate into a systoem of duties
only at the bottem, and rights only at the top. The Russian/tsarist
system (very long—~lasting, at lcast till 1840s) is offen quoted as an
cxample of the 1attcr,11 parts of the French systom as closc to

feudalism in idcalizcd forme

,ngqgﬁg: from being a system of cxchange for past services
it becamc a system for future scrvices; frem being a system set up
between concrctc persons it became a system oqually affcecting their
descendants. Not only was the off-spring of a scrf also a scrf, of a
vassal a vassal and so onj not only was there "like father, like son',
but the relations between the fathers was mirrored in the rclation
between their sons. Thus, like in the mathematics of natural numbers,
an infinitc scriecs was construotod through the property of the basic
relation and the transfer 5f that property to the successor - in

principle in perpetuity, for ctcrnity.

In spacc: thc sysbem spréad, the feudal rules becamé
relatively standardized over wvast regions in spaccy through the
extansion in time and spasc-of defined statuses and roles in social
.spacc.13 From the simple manorial'bcginning to the most claborate it

could be found all cver Eurcpe in one perifod ‘or the other, with the



cxceptions of the extrems north (which never came further than to its
version of the manorial systcm°)"14 of the southwest under the Muslim
Caliphate,15 of the southga st under 3Y antinc rclgn,16"and in Italy,17
In doing so the feudal system defined a Europce, a peal Burope with
highly pormeéble borders and with a legal éystém (féﬁan in fofm,
mcdieval in content) scrving to define social naco througsh 1ong
periods of time and iﬁ vaszregidns of spacce Tnosc whe travelled, and
they were not numerdus, could feel at home: they W@uld'not’go much o

’

wrong if They aupllGd the social rules valid where twoy came fromn

-+ - . Thus, it makes sensc to talk about a medicval system if we

takce that term to-denotc both the manorial and feudal and sec thu former
as a rudimentary beginning of th lattero. It was 1 sed on (XpIOItatlom
of naturc and the scrfs - by "exploitation™ mcaning making us of
beyond limits, in the firet run limits against breakdown set by na+urc
(includiﬁglhuman nature)‘itsclf;19 in the sccond run by man—made norme
possibly estoblishing lcwer thresholds (in gencral they tended to
cotablish higher thresholds, however)e The system was,as mentloncd,
local. Therc was certainly cxploitation, as will bC'delved into lator,
but there was not what today would be called 1pturhnatlona1 exploitation.
A similar feudal system could be cstablished in anothcr plao but the
local serfs would be exploited by their vassals who in turn would be
exploited Ty their lords, and so on. Ekploifation from onc place to
another waé transmitted through imitation oven up to isomorphism, but
not‘through-interaC%ion between gystemse May be‘one could say that the
transportation of surplus was only vertical, upwards in the foudal
pyramid, and as thc higher links were weak most of thﬂ surplus was
probably consumed (goods) or consummat od (s perCbu) within a relatively
limited arca from wherc it crlwlnatod. There was noy or little,
herizontal (lateral) transport of surplus as later, between co-operating
bourgecis clites.zo? What. this mcans is very ‘simsle: the prossurc was
put on the iggql naturc and the ;pggg'scrfs. It all depcnded on how

much they werc able to produce, on how much could he squeczed out of



cithur TCSoUrce., There was  nejther oxternal nature, nor oxternial
%crfﬂ to roly upon 1if this should prove insufficient, 4 knight might
be givcn, cr cstablish, a fief with scrfs clscwhere, but then that
elscwherc tccame a systom with ite problem of balancce between resource
Jbase and consumpticn of variocus kinds. True, systems could he 1linked
together at a higher level as when a king, through conquest or marriacs
for instancc extended his territory. But it was hardly the rule that

surplus transperted upwards (to the king) trickled downwards.

In other word : not only trade, but alsc plunder for the
_PUTbOSQ of‘hyingingihome booty'(women, cattle, slaves, précious metals,
ioods in gencral ) were at very low levels, Trade was maiﬁly inter=tdwn
tradc;:butmﬁho.tqwns‘wer'alarrlra in the medieval system.  The towns

cculd exchange

agricultural. products for craftgnanshin, luxury ifcms
and cxotica demended Wy the landed aristocracy (and increasingly .
Gemanded by them), Thue, a class of burcshers (living behind their
burg, behind the city walls - cxpanding with city growth) 22 cked out
an existence and grew increasingly woealthy. Théy were marginal to the
system, they did not fit into the foudal hicrarchics at all, their
crigin was dublious. What thoy did was éimilar to whet was dene by
social cutcasts such as Arabs and Jews. One mizht add: thoy were
outcasts bécauso what they ‘did was cintrary to tﬂuldomlnant‘ethos, thc
dominant cosmology at the tlmp,‘”1th its emphasis on the local and the
inwaprd-locking — and because they wdére sccial cutcasts tnpv could do
what was cxtra~paradigmatic (and yot dcmandﬂd liks the brothpl in a
puritan culture ) and ncnoc, pos 31blV, destined to beceme the basis for
a new dominant consmology lurklnu in the orrrldor of histony. But
their road towards their 1ncro%91nm1y olovat‘d status in the "medern
neriod™ — finally formaIJZpd through the Frcnoh ﬂpvclutlon - wos long .
and tortuous indecd, puroecuted qy arlgtocracv and clergy allko,
defending thpm elv¢§ through a vonUlcx %ystcm of ﬁullds, strongly

23

clasu—d1v1duu within and 1n barwh COWD“tltlon wita cach other. The -

J

centers for thoe dev010pmont of the burgher systom werc two: onec in



Nerthern Italy, one in the Low Countriese The former were cendemned

24

he latter eventually became a
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to die after a period of brillance;

nart of the center of the nedern, dxpansionist period,
I 1 K 1

B’cV to the countrgslup. ag the medicval -gys tow maturcd from
manorialism to cver higher levels of feudalism the highcr echelons of
the system 1iVudAin incroasing ernndora Burcpe was covered By forest,
derk ahdnimpcnctrable,26 like a sea that forcet wis infosted with |
brigands, piratcs. The mancrs were like small boats offering some
safcty from the fronzy of winds and waves; the cagtles that were to
emergd later offering cven more safcty, but nlso attracting morc attacks.
They were the points of orystallizotion, the centers of orsanization
for spending the.surplus, for instance in the form of long-lasting
feasts interspersed with hunting partics in surrcunding forests and
digplay of gallantry and arts.27

_ But tne sponding of surplus should be scon not only in
cconcmistic torms of what was done, but ulturﬁs of the gpirit with
which it was donec, Mgtaphorioally speaking it was probably‘with'the
heart rafhor than with the brain, or in cohtcmporary languased with
the right rather fhan the left half of the brain28 that homo medicvalis
wag living. vThorp was CHUfthullsm rﬂthor than rationalism 29 - a
diéhotomy that scems meaningful in Wc stern history.  Another dichotomy,
tetched from sociclogicalbparlanc¢, EﬁﬁfSEEEYP, crasus lﬁﬁiﬁ&ﬁi&lﬁb‘ﬁay

be more appropriate, howevers

.In 5001ety orpanl ud around con¥ract and status, frozcn into
more or less delicate oxcnanpe balances with rélatively littlc mebility
socially cr gcogra)hically, the instrumental meds will casily wanc into
relative 1n51ﬂn1f10ancc. What matters is to cxpress adeguately, to
artlculato, tnat whlch is, not to st ruzele for somcthing clse What
is there to be instrumoﬁta1 about when things arc riven and well defined,
from gcnerﬁtidn to gcnerafion in porpetuity? This can be done in

ccurtesy terms, or in any form of social ombroidery, in what to us



would be rather ornatc forms cf social bohavior.3o But it can also be
dene with high emotional pitch; accompanying the tragic and joyful
events of 1i7c; death and defcat on one wand, birth, marriegc and
victory on the other.31 In this there is nothing exbtraordinary. What
was cxtraordinary with the middle ages scen from cur stundpeint would
have been the amount of embreidery and umotianalism, mozsured not only
in complexity and pitch, but alsc in tcrms of how many participated
and in time budzet terms ~ the amount of time (per day, per week, per
year, per 1ifc) spent in ritual,; mourning and cclebration. That this
cxpressive mode was real to them, wore real than what we would call
the instrumental mode (e.c. bringings cottle manure to the exhaustcd
fields) is obvioﬁs. find it maticrs in .the effort to understand why
the Middle Ages did not last forcver - for one thing becausce this
simply channeled so much surplus and zotivity in other directions then

" systom maintcnance in our sensc.

Very significantly, this also appliced to the mere valiant
pursuits: the tournament, the battle, the crusade. All of this was
orgrnized arcund whet perhaps was the key valuc of the moedicval

o .
systoems honer,”  mecaning doing what was right, considering;

i

onets
staticn in life. The station was given by birth or as a reward for
services rendered and for the way in which they were rendered, To
'scfvé the Lord (in heaven) and the lesser lords cn carth was to act
out fully, oven morc than fully, onc's station — in a way for all to
sce and admirce (and possibly reward). Tournaments, battles and

33

crusades scrved these purpeoccs, therchy coementing the feudal rolation-

ships - signalling to everybody T kmow whe I an and what is cxpected

of mct,

that has been sald so far, we assunc, was wmore or less the
standard medicval system: rural, with marginaliscd towns: some of

them 11tt1e more than ctockades, But what about *th: imperial and

papal consfructionsg were they not alsoe part of 1t?



Firgt, there were the threo successors to thoeRoman Empire
in the West: the Byzantine Hapirc, the Roman Bapire in the Bast or
rother Southcast; the Muslim Caliphote in the Scuthwest (most cf
Srain); the Carcliuginan‘ocnstruction and its sueccosor, the Hely
Germon-Toman Empirc. ALl three of them ned, in various pericds, desion:
and ambtifticng far beyond wuat thoy actually achiove d.3) The Byzantinc

H

Hapire was Roman, the Muslim Caliphatc wus an xpression of Islam in

Ty

the expansionist wode indicating that Islas nay be comtore-cyclicnl tg
the more uqugtman~ﬂom1natg1 part of thuvwost,Bé onc. the weak Carolingi-a
was a clear successor gystem, also inspircd by the challunmé frem the
Muelims, 4nd thon there was tho Papacy, alsc wenk throushowt mest of
the period, in scarch of -2 clear rolc for itsolf.37
This peint, zetuelly all that has buen said se far, can now
be summarized and bott I’ulrcumumenmnmmnn the othos, code,
cosmolosy - L and larce intorclunseable terms -~ into the ﬁicturo. The
assumnticn is that throushout the reriod ULNH11LU‘, ivcludin, staying
nut, was congidered normale Changc, including meving from blaou to
to place, was considered aimormal, unrcal andonly justifiable if thore
were @ return to the peints of social and geographic crisin. Those who
noved and changsed, burshers end tradesmen, did not c&nform, anc. would
have to be scen as outecasts ~ just like outcasts for othoer reasons
(jews, gypsics, Muslims) would be put into these rolese If there were
dreams of cxpansion at the top of church and monarchy, in the papal
and imncrizl comctructions, then thoesce were atypical ~ and werc probebly
merginalized rrom the medicval gysteom 2s suporstructurcs, lofty
constructions in thin aire Thus, thers may be threc ways of marginalizin
people - hy slacing them on the side of normal socicty (as ultimotely
happened to thc burxnxru), hy plocing them below as real outcasts (the
cthincally alien, the boeggars and rcbburs), and Uy placing thom above

(like saints in a sccular culturc, much admired but not imitate >d )

Sy the cosm logy was inncr-directed, only occasionally

includin: thc cutside. Papal and imperial coastructions neverthcloss



ceunld make gense as wayg of solidifiyings ond Aefondin, the mgdiCVul
cvetonm over largce Jistances in tince and grace - waicl i net the same
ag expansion, The system was net predicatesd on cxpangion like th@
predecesser nad successor gystuns. The carricr of the faith mest

compatible with the dozinant cesnmolo:y would have t¢ ¢ lecal and even
1‘

(relntively) sclfwsuffioicntf‘thp mongstjq sys@oh. Originallyﬂ this
grew out of deop dl scontent witin thv Roman imporial construction —
Benwdict ol Hursia boin+ of Reman aristccratic hacksround and Liis
syotun doemineted the Hidadle Jdes.. Currospondingiy, the carricr of
uuc1lgr sower wost 0um)aT1b7 S with thds oosmllu:y woulid alse nave to

B Rl

be lesals the landownor, lator the vassal.  YThe dclbmucl/n of power
»

downwards®™ is a wrong meta hor for understanding $he acdic th aveton,

[

probably ingsnired bV_vicws of the predecdspor fnd SUCCOsSOr systems as
“nhmmalf. Pover had to be leeal, as the lecal wne the mﬂst rcale  Thun,
the maorial system was in a sense more medicval thon the fonlal syst .o
- the latter should rather be scen as wayc of delegating local power
wywares 1y accepting not enly lepitimation from higher cchelons in tic
hicrarchy, bui cven debendcnoo on thom for ros urvpue- Ultimato
leitimation; in a system as firm in its transcendental coenvictions as
thiec one, was frem God - to 8t. Peter and from him by apostcelic
succersiun to popes and‘bisuops,39‘und ‘less clearly -- to the countlens
monarchng whe claimcd to rulo (oftcn meaning 3 residing over somofhing
over which they had llttlc effcetive control) Wy the groce of God: rex
rratia dei. o T .
‘

C Just ds papal and imperial constructions, way out in social
ﬂpdcorCoul& he compatible with o contractive socinl cosmclofy, partly
by pr tLCtlnj Ehcvsmall units and cnsuring their stability, partly hy
having the rcal sadrod and sccular power located much lower down,
excursions way intce gcosraphical space could alse bo compatible with o
nonnexpanﬁionist cosmclogy . Thun, there is nc need to see the crusades,
for 1nstunco the first four or five, including the "people's cr “adc"A

~

) mt nlcal of the Middle asese They would have been if thoy were used
Nj Y

o
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for colon“”atiﬁn, for bringing back or cotablishing a richer rescurce
vage, for the medieval systome  Bub, not unlile the Minh dynasty
cxpeditia tﬁ Afrioa,41 they did net serve such purnosces.  They should
rather be scon as a very costly secial ritual that could he converted
inte honor, not as an cconomic instrumentality. There were those whe
heped they might becum. exactly that, but they were not the carricrs cf
dominent mediovel comsclogye They were, cf coursce, Italian city—states
with ztrong commercial interests they hoped to solidify and cxrand

2
threugh this nﬂthod.4

If the perspective.in gpace were limited.thc perspective in
time was unlimited. Mcdicval cosmclogy was an cffirt to frocze a
gystem in a cortain state and kecp it there - foarover. Elscwhcro43 we
have argucd that premonitions of an dmponding cricis -~ a major onc -

s typical of dominant cesmelosy in the expangicnist plinscs Thoey cxpect
crisis — and they get it! In all provbability Roman emscrors and their
helpers, as well as Wostern dmperi-licte snd theirs, had & sneaking
suspicion, cven wien the system scomed to Do working well, that sonc—
thing was not s it should bes that it could net last forevere It is
hord to Delicve that those whe wore ol the core oi the medicval syston
harbored similar suspicious -~ ot the privote 1¢v11,yos, for their cwn
salvaticny but hardly for the gysiom e 2 whole. They must somchow
have boen caught wnprepared -- pessibly <ne reascon why the Middic 4Ares

44

1

were much quicker in dying than the Liaan fpdrc.

Hedieval epistemalo y uan hardly dialectic, but prebably very
45 46

-

ho]istié. Occam oamé at the ond of the Middle Ages, as & proeeourser

of Descartos, Before that jigantic thought syﬁtems, hi~shly deductive,

dcsignei te fathem cverything eother tlon specializaticn into the minutine

¢ one particular (X, Y) = rolaticnship weuld be the dordnant intcllectue)

stylu,47
After thoesc fcflootions on the medioval system cosmclcegy where

space, timc and knowlcedge are concerned, let us turn tc mon-man, man-natuvrc



and mon--God roelations,
- whet kind of structurc
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How

1

were these vicwed, how were they
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-0

(;C8
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2. 0On the Jecline and fall of the medicvel syetern

. e r e acw 4w P S -

Vhy did such a syston, sc wvidently desirned for ctornity,
nevertincless breck down? It .dia r<t wrote its resources in oxcessive
2¥pan 51on1 sm; ever increasing descreasingly defendnhle perinetcers., On
the ccntr:ry, it contracted to a smaller Burope, open to the morauding
Vikings tc t;u-North,49 with geme kind of balance with the Muslinis and
the Jyzantincse. The cnswer, 1t scoms, is to be Tound in Yoxcessive
<confr;ctionism”, a system-exhausting and elaborating ifts own rosources
well boyond the limits of sustainabdility. To sec this one micht asain
Focus on the pattern of spending the surplun extracie” - as attompted

‘epicted in ‘Figurce.i.

The basic point about these woys of spending the surplus
from the present peint of view, is act oo much thelr precice content,
snd how they could serve to convert surplus intc honcer, as how th»"
cnter (or did net cntcr) the cconomic cycle, which aftor all ig the
moterial hasis of £ which the whele systen lives., .2d the xnéﬂcr 15,
cnd that is 2 major characteristic oif the medicval systom, that there wos
fced~back from them inte the cycic., The missing arrcws in th. chart

~rc the most iaportant oncs. Increascd henor docs not ncke the aoil
‘more fertile, nor does it make the sorfs mere willin £¢ work = o

cast ndt uch morc cr for a lonzur pericd of time after any initicl
shoring of pride ney heve wern off,  Tournascntr do not proeducc
fertilicer for o deploted nature; it deoes producce entortainment, but
not feod for oxhaustcd scrfs.,  Dottles in encral wl crusades in
porticular could linwve o:sc'tvg,‘nr‘;;,vd_ hedt kinds of resoaroc Tase, but they
were not uscd for that purpos, In»f@ct, those wii bendfittod wore
probably the cutenste, the tewmsocople moking the ormor and also supnlying:
the armi;sso-.amlmuking wse of the erusades or cther lons ranso expedi-
tions to cxtend thoir tfudu nctwork.51 But then they were only in the

3

syctem, not of the systima



Fisure 1:

Tne Declinc and Fall of thc Medicval System: “n hypothetical flow chart
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Hou’¢cn"uld the mcdicval systom last?  Rowshly snesking as

PO~ 53

leny as serfs and nature lagted; 1111 ceolegdical and dcmographic

- . e ‘ ) N 55
dccline really sct ing canped witl "had yuars",SA #ith the Black Déath’”

possilly decimatin: the pepulztion to the tune £ abcut 40% during twc
senerations ag the coun de grace, adminigtored t¢ somcthing already

" — . . 56 . .
dead. Ry +h1u tlmu,thu aristncracy was impoverisicd,”  much of it

Y

reduccd to marauders and rangsters (Srobbor Larong®)? Their

obvious rcfui;c would he in the town and cities if thyy could strmach
58 '
G ignmmlny.) ‘nd tht was alse where the serfo; anl the freo peascnt

&

agle to et awsy, woull cnd up -~ deserting farms and 2dding to chean
() 1 (] ) '

g
laber in the towns at the same fime, cwelling their numbcrs.59 A new

ol ~

nllinnece tock forme pensants with burshers, for o ney cxchange relation:
srotoection arainst scrvices (not lond asainst rocls) = o corncrstone

in what later beecoame the medern and canitalint syotoeme  That the relation
a6 o new ferm of abjoct chw] dtation, ancw form of verticality, must have

v
Vicud  Lu

been foroobton in the fights agsinct the common wnemy: the scismcurial

classes; in the counticss peagant rovelts .60
ot arrived in the towns must have been o sad 1ote Not only
were they the refurecs from a so-gtem that hod brocken dewny in additicon
they had been heaten lyr forecs g¢ much strenger than themselveg thot
they inovitably smst hove scen them fuis the cxpression of the wrath of
7

the almichty, as diving punl hmcnt.01 ot only were they physically
impoverished, not only ~id the mishty suffoer Rt isnoniny of being but
little =bove the commen crowds thoy must hove felt thet the wrdhgs thot
Lad beon done were tronscendental in chartctor.  Lat.r e micht t01lk

terns of crraricen and zocial refﬁrm; these were not their lan,unres
of discoursc, Minor wrongs cculd have Deon righted within the system,
not colosmal oncse ind this brcakaown was in that catopgory - it called

for somcthing fundanentally new

Lowdn, the gquestions mny boe asked: whot ur/u """ v the medioval

cystem down? &lﬁni, glven an answer to that question, ander what conditior



or conditions could the system hove been mved? and agzoin the ansucr

scens te have to be: tﬁ£“9QP§0.9? the deeline and fall of the moideval

L

Bystoem wag the medieval sysiom, nat any particular factor within .that

systome Tt is rogsible to maintain a materially non-uoroductive elite
cn the basis of expledting others and nature; that has been donce many

tires in hwasn history and for mich lungpr nericis of time than the
mudicval'syutbm.62 But there has . be some belance between what cocs
in and what gocs but, between incone and cxpenditurc.  Seen from the
point of view of the clite, as almost all medicvelists scem to he
~
Ao i, %3 thorb scems to have been o clear crnoe of dwindling income and
7
rising coots s o scissor cconomy. o4 Mere sericusly, howsver: the very
bagis for the income, the resource basce in tcrms of human beinzs and
nature to he cxploited; was dwindling away throush seil depleticn and
demerrephic decline and throush increasinly ncnupliQEIJ scrfs, luss
’r

hcaltly, loos QXPlCiGuﬂlvq ant ot the same time the clite wes

exponaing in numbers and its arpetites grow, an / ‘v what was nocded

-
06
For dte uny of Tifo heanme more emhl,
NObviously this syetem could caly last il citler the clitces
bocruns more Jimitad in nwehers ﬂ,ru},/mr cub dowar on Yhedlw costs, or Bhoe
resource hasc wng expaniled, Thié could he done T tilling more soil
and koening 1t pottur,67 possitly My breating btae serls bettor; or Wy
expandingg scbting frevch, externnl,cxpleitable rosources in terms of
nature ﬂnﬂ/or sorf's. The first,internaly approach would have been
compatible with the cthos of the medicval systoem os depicted horéo The
sceond approach was note 1t belenced to ancther systom, the aysw\m to
comee  What. hanpened ot the end of they Hiddle dpes wno to preparc for
thet systcﬁ —~ the preparaticns beins nart of the decline of the medieval

scelal foermation.

Scy what was the causc of the decline?  [mswer: nc single
frctor; the enusge of the decline and fall of the medicval systom was

tic medieval cystem ivsclfe I weuld have tecn unsalvegeallde cven if



the ¢lites had shown more restraint once the resource basis itsclf was

destroyed and cxnansion remained extras~paradigmatic, With dwindling
incomes becausc of destruction of the rasource base incrcasing costs

are not needed to br:mt the systom downs Constmnt cests will d~, The
cystem could conly have been salvaged by improving the resource haszo of

1t loast kcening it constent, and the system wds incopable of deing: so

o
mn

;
o+
=3

he surpius extracted was Mwastod™ (hy cur standards), net rloughed
bock into the resocurce base,y It wos not uscd to buy cattle to provide
for fertilizer, or to buy w~nbm to previde for the scrfg, The moedicval
Jerm of gircenses, the tournament, moy have meant somothing to semes
but as the Romans Imew: circengos withcut panem does not in the longer
run koep discontent at bay. Conscquently, the [ roblem is actually nct

v
wiy the gystoem declined, but what kept it ooing for such o long timol

Mt the nunguer o that must be found in two foctours: that the

elite wao ot least in the beginning very small in arcportion to those

wie were ticd to the soil, and there was on internal coponsion taking
slace - clearing the forcsts (Latin Chris tlunltg, Ugrh&pS‘ChPiStihﬁity

in ggncral, concurived of forcsts as barbarian; os fusting'placos cf

cvil forces, os somothihg to be conquercd), cultivating the marshes,

thae sﬁamps. But there wos a limit oven to thig op morce ond morc mar indas
lands come wnder cultivaticn, o form of cultivation that in and by itseld

68

irroverishcd the resource basc.

4]

In short, thc medicval systom was unsalvascable. Jnd at the
samc time, at ite best, it had a much bcauty69 - not lcss than that of
the Roman Empire, and lessharsh on the masses - better on the serfs
than that system was on the zlave S°7Q lorcuver, ag menticaed above,
in this pcriod there was a Burcpe, with the cxception of the Muslim
Czliphateo, ticd togother Ly a shared system and nct oplit apart By the
shorp boundaries drawn 2y the Reman Empire relative te thoe rest or by

. . , . 1
the nation-states to iollow°7



3e« The Post-fModern Periods Some Speculations
On_Scocial Formation, Decline And Fall

It is the basic tenet of this whole exercise that it makes sense
to talk of a Western (or occidental) civilization with a centrifugal,
expansionist and a centripetal, contracting side to it, oscillating like
alternate current in time; showing the expansionist side up during Antiguity
and the Modern Period (particularly in the form of the Roman Empire and
of uestérn Imperialism), showing the contracting side during the Middle
Ages and what we here, with a term both neutral and trite shall refer to
as the Post-Modsin period, Thus, we assume & contradictory continuity,
only that the balance turms out differently in the different periods.
Mbreover, we assume that these contradicticns are reflected in sharp socizl
polarizationg,  with the domimant groups and their imitators adopting the
dominant side of the cosmology of a given era - by definition -~ and with the
other side being adopted by outgroups, the lou~ranking and the marginalized
-~ partly adopting it because they are marginal, partly becoming marginal

by adopting it, Moreover, it is our contention that either side of Westzrn

civilization is an exaqgeration,unreasonable already on the paper (if it

were ever written out, but it tends to remain in the collective unconscious)s
upviakle in practice for any really extended period of time. Sooner or
later decline will eet in with a frentic search for intra-paradigmatic
solutions; sooner or later this will lead to the fall and the ushering in of
the new era, spearheaded by the outcats of the preceding one because they

arc the carriers of the alternative cosmology, knowingly or unknowingly.

This theory is not pendularg in anything it is spiraling. Just
as the Modern Period was no exact repetition of Antiquity, the Post-modern
period will be no repetition of the Middle Ages, Similarities, meaning
identities at an abstract level there will be, not empirical identities.
But these similarities will not only be in the structureg according to
this type of theoretical perspective they will also be in the process.

It is like la torre pendents.in Pisa: there is a3 spireling staircasc

leading'upuardss the visitor goes through the same experience (the same
view, for instance) again and again, but from a higher level - "higher"

here only msaning cne things that the earlier experisnce is zomehow



incorperated, '"we have been through this before”"., It can be likened to

individual consciousness of one's own past: many perople scem to relive

corresponding seasons in earlicr years, and thus have a multiple consciuusnzsc.

A summcr brings to life memorics and sentiments from carlier summers, and

SO 0N,

Sa, the thesis is that the West is heading not for the New Middle
Pges, but for a Post-madern period, with some important charactecristics
in common with the Middle Agas. This thesis should be contemplated
unemotionally without immediately lapsino into visions of the most negative
aspects of the Middle Ages: the sqgualory, the pestilence and disease in
gensral, ths ignorance and superstition, the dirt and the foul smzlls ——,
To think in such terms is to commit the fallacy of misplaced concercatencss,
to confuse similaritics with identities, Moreover, it is also sclf-
dafeating:  a much more promissing attitude within this approach would
be to explore the possibilities within the limite sect for the Post-modern

period,

what, then, will be somec of the characteristics of the new social

arder? Lest any reader believes the authors hglieve they are reading tho
future in a crystal ball, or have concrete pre-knowledge, let it be said
once and for all that this is all highly conjectural., for one things

the whole thecry is empirically bzsed on aonly three phases, on tuwo turns
and thres strokes of a spiraling pendulum. In 2 sense this is snough if

we know wa are dealing with a pendulum - but we certainly do not knouw

that, we mecrely use it as heuristics. So, ueimg that heuristic, what do

we "seg"?

We seec today a system in a deep dilemma. On the one had it knous
that the expansicnist phasec with Western imperialism has come to an ond,
An ever expanding materially non~productive, elite with cver expanding
appiatites seems to be predicated cn internationel assumptions no longer
obtainable, External reservoirs of noature, capital, labor and so on will
be lessy not more svailable. Contractiong  folling back on one's own
Tesources, seems inevitable - as is today already discussed seriously for

the case nf energy. Some kind of Western localism is called for -



excursicns beyond, hauling resources or chocap labor one way or the cther
{eg by bringing thém to the prcocegsing in the Westy or bringing the
processing to the piacés where nature:and labor are cheap and abundant)
segz2ms to he out, To Ehé’con%faryg chere may be expansionist forces
cutside fhe traditional West trying to reverse the gamey, expleoiting the
Weet as the West once exploited them. After all, the Muslims conguered
and kept for a long time a good porticn of the Western Roman empires and
eventually (1453) conqguered the Fastern empire, Just as it would not be
ruled out that one of the last efforts of Western imperialism would be a
latter~dey crusade tc liberste Arab and Irenian ocilwells from the Muslims
(like Jerusalem in the lete medicval cruszdes) one should not rule out a
Muslim counter-attack, After 211, they are zlsc occidental and exposed to
the same socio-logic and may cnter an cxpansionist phase at the same time
as Western civilization in thoe more narrow sensc enters contraction (the

counter=cyclical hypothosis),

.The deep dilemma rufoerred to above can now be formulatod:  is
it possible for the West to fall back on ite own resources, Western localism
in ulher words, yet develop a viable way of life? Obviously only ir somc
nothar factors alsc changes  If we assume that both size znd appotites of
a mzterially non~productive slite remeln constant thare aro, reoughly

spenking two scenarios,

First, one might try to bring more pressure on the internal
9 Y 4
proletariat, and on nature, This would be some kind of medicval séecnario,

since the medieval system secms to have been based on procisely such

.factors - accarding to the presentation csbove. If we rule out the

_possibility of one part of the West colonizing another (at leuast for the

time being there is a balance in the North America - Western Europe =
Ezstern Europe triangle that would seem to rule this out un a orand scale)
the result would have to be @ control of the prescnt proletariat, the
workers and what remains of farmers to deliver the goods, and of the clerks
of various kinds to deliver the sarvices., Nature would have to be squeczaod
gven further as a-‘resource basc prebably including extensive use of nuclest
powcr, The system would hinge on its zbility te control the protests from

nature and from the internal proletariaty partly by not oxploiting them



ints exhaustion, partly by restoring them through new technigues of
reguneration of nature and human alike - @g through ncw forms of control,

like scosystem and biochemicsl--genetic enginezring,

Secondy thero ié the appreach through new levels of productivity
so far unhcard of, through autcmﬂtion/robmtiZWtion. This minht nrow out
of dissatisfzction with the scenario aboves if the @lites aro to be
maintaincd in both domain and scope, then there has to be supur-cxploitation
of the intornal proletcriat and ns ture whon oxtornal proletariat and
NAaTtUTL oo N longer available bocause of increasing sslf-rcliance of tho
external provinces -~ to talk in the languege of the Roman smpirce,  We
cnzll not repeat here the rocasons why this is prubably alsc an Dptioa that
will very guickly turn out to be non-vizble, net because it is hard on
nature or others, but simply bececausc it is hard un these who thing thoy
will beneiit from it, It ie o form ef expleoitation of 501f by curvailing
the rein of the human being to scon. kind of homo ludens existence; o

perennial poapem et circzonses 1ifo, with asutomated (aoratcd) bread and

programmed circusa.

Hence, these scenerios for the Post-modern pericd can hardly
be more than transitionzl phases.e They are based on a fundamental mis-
understanding of tho nature of historical transformnation within Western
givilization, When thore is o roal crisis that shows the non-viebility
of the entire paradigm, so the theory gous, the changes will not be ot
the lcvel of ane factor only, or a couple —=-— those will be changecs brought
in touwards the end of the phzse in decline and fall with a vieuw to
salvaging some essential characterictics. The hypcthusis is thau the
cosmology itselfynot anly some factors, will bo turned upcide down,  The
assumption is thot the Westecrn systom is tracay in the type of deep crisis
that calls for o total transformationy not only for o changes And since
we have spelt out the cosmology of the medicval systom above tho more precisc
hypolthesis would he that the West will in the coming gencrations, after
nll Kinds of offorts to save the unsaluoguatle, try to construct o new
system campatible with that kind of cousmulogy.

v



In saying so we arc not insisting on axact replication of all
ciosments in a medicval systemgcontracting mmdo,cosmolngy. But before
vpening for such variaticne lat us sew where the logic of the thoory would

lead us - builcging on what nas been sald about modieval cosmology.

First ond basics the West would start sceing itself os one point

in suvcicl space, one among many, not as the center to be imitrted or he
cenvoerted bys by the word, or by the sword, c¢r through uncAqual exchango,
For tho btlest nob te zee itself #s the center is difficult today bocaouse
the prasent West is imitated: lWestern space cosmelogy is simply » good
map to the real world, Somotimes it cven happens throough colf-colonization
without the West having to do anything, Dut precisely as 2 censequence
af this Wostarnization, non-West becomes powerful snough to ¢ m =tg with
wasty thus undermining the bqéié for the West as a center able teo d
others by the sword, through wunegusl exchonge - and uwltimatoly not even
apls tu do so by the words In the dizlectics of history, as non-lest
transforms. itself into West, West will have to transfurm itself intu non-
West and watch, probably uwith deep regrets, how ths former non-West
continues imitating the former West, In this process the former non-iest
may toke on western characteristics cven te the extent of seeing themseluos
uz the new centers,; trying to force the former Uest into periphery status,
But to sczo oneself as peripheory is nota negation of secing onesclf as
centery it is only the other side of the same coin and the hypothesis here
is thot West will adopt o sprec cosmology secing itself as noither, but
simply @5 itself, as a center of concern, its own concern. This is the
rwening of contraction: it is not to bBe the cbject of somcbody clse's
expoansion = thae periphery of a center elsouhere, ‘
Second: a mcre relexed time cosmology less fraught with visions

cf imminent crisis., The ideas of awakening,progress and crisis are
intimately related., Progress, for imstance, has to be

startod by something, the awskering, enlightonmont ond its continuation
forcesr is unsacisfactory te human thought (or so I oassume) - it has to

end with crisis, catharrsis, or both, A flatter time cosmoulogy could have
its cnall ups-and downs, nol the crormitics known from Western history,

If there is no distinct idea of pronress.dramntic conceptions of beginninos
and cnds are not called for cithur - =28 maps to the world, as sclf-

fulfilling hypothesss,
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Thirds a mure holistic and dialectic epistomcloqy. fiore
concern with totalities and with their contradictions and change, less
with minor relations that taken aut af comtext and used instrumentally mey

cause major disturbances,

Fourths new man~man relations. Mo doubt rhetoric would be
egalitarian, aond equally obviocusly: reality may Aagain be vertical, but
possibly in a more collectivistic setting, One way cof squaring this
cpparent circle would be to give special stitus to he ar she who is mest
cgalitarian, most solidary, capable of displaying most spirit of sacrifice,
of working hardest for the common weal. Lommunes, hippies'cr peuple's
or others'; are the most obvious examples of how what hos becn said so
far can be implemented in & structure with scme viability and they alsc
provide us with examples of the reprocduction of verticnlity throuch the
mechanisms mentioned. They tend to be colleuctivist, uniformist == -nd
as the members are individuzlists with strang egulitarian lznning, coming
out both of the present social formation and of its intarnal orotest
movements, the result is eazsily authoritarianism, cvin totolitarinism.
Only if the members arc imbucd with a vertical and culluctivist cosmology
embédded in some new type of ideological synth=zsis will this structure
and process become natural/normals no extarnal control will he needed,
the cocntrol is already there, intermally. Thus verticzlity would be a
raflection of the Middle Ages. But it could alss Le a trtonsition form
towards a much more horizental formation which would then fit ints a mora
complete negation of expansionist cosmology than musterod by the Middle

Agts,

less parasitic - although they were not in thg medievgl system. Hence,
let us try to modify this‘étateméﬁt: .Thu West is not qocing to forget or
foregn all of its science and technology, just like the medinval system
did nnt forget Roman law and some of the instituticns (of seience and
techolagy thers was not much), Honce what wes hinted at about might be
likelys  ecc-system enginecring, new wiys of gebtting much more out of locs
nature without havine to come mentally, spiritually closer to naturs,

The designer of ncuw eco-cycles that are fed by renewable solar energy and



waste ~nd make ample use of photosynthesis in order to toake out a maximum
of products for consumption bosced on a minimum of "ygri-inputs" {such as
suily sceds and wster) has a relaticn closer to that of a wastoful agro-
technician to nature than the relation entertained by "primitive"™ man -

or at least sc it is ascumed here. However, oncoe more it is quite possible
that this effort to get squally much or moere out of less nature will be
only a transition phase ~ as indicatud rbove —.and that after thot will
ceme @ more true nogation of oxpansionist cosmology, softer on nature

becnusu anz is caontent with lessy 2nd with mare harmeny.

Sixths what about Man~Cod relztions?  The Middle Ages were (Gd-
erionted; to the medicval system tramscendentsl teality wss real.  Tho
contention would be that the scmoe would 2pply to the Post-modern poriod:
thure will be a revival in relicious intercst, accompenying the Pinal
demise of institutionalized secularized religion. Some of this may in a
transition also be accumpanice by scicntific and technological broskthroughs
of a kind similnr to the enginecring mentioned aboves  bring about “doathd
artificially, c¢rganizing excursions inte thoe beyond and thereafter,
ultimately hauling the-person hack through a phyeiclougice~l ruvival,
Increzscd control of unused sumztic and mental rosources may open For ncw

dimensions of religious exoericnce,

The nature of religious content migh vary: it could well be scme

o¥)

revised form of Christianity, rcflecting the chanoes in world structur
and “estern ccemology,  Thus, the Western universal God is proboably out,
That opens for at least two very differcnt imsges of God in the religicus
thought of the Westurn Post-modern poriod: o non—centralized ccumenical
universalism or A more traditional God whu contraots and beecomes a tribol
God for His Western people only, There ~re models and antecedents inm human
religious ‘expericnces  Buddhism for the first casc, Judaism for the latteor.
Maybe it will depend very much on how the wWest is going to interpret tho
experience of being driven back -~ and 2ven so quickly! Only one geoneratinn
2g0y may bue twoy the average Western school child could simugly contomplate
a map hanging in his school with colars far the various parts of the Western
enmpire - red for the British, indigo for the French, grooen for the Beloiong

brownish for the Dutch, yellow for the Italians, and theirg the old white



man with a beard, all presided over by the Western God. In short, will

the West see the roll-back =s an invitaticn te join the human race on equal
terms, or as some kind of digspora; of being driven back from what is

rightly theirs? Will the religious exprussion be umivers-slist but syminetric,
or highly asymmetric but particul:rist;» for us in the Yest only =~ given
that the universalist asymmetric combination is owut (snd the prrticularist

asymmetric makes no sense)?

Again, onc might perh2ps hypothesize tha trival God as a
transiticn phase for a sulking expansionist civilizatisn, and ccumenical
universalism as the mere mature =nswer as a negoticn of the Western
exp&nsiénist God, Obviously, this depcnds on similar transitions in the
man=-man =nd mdn—naturu constellatinnss thoey will 2ll threo tend to be
tuned to each other, either the medieval hierarchy with naturc ~t Lhe
bottom, God cn the top and man in-betueen, or 2 nantheistic; all-srcompassing

nature=God-man harmony, with nene above the uthers,

Given zll cof this the shapc and contours of future Westorn socicty
can be drawn = as & prediction, It weuld be loucalized znd decentralived
relative toc the present patterng cities weould decrease in size, trade would
decriase in velume, berter would he on the increasc and moncy on the
ducriensey lucnl sglfe-relicnce would b on the increasc.  In other wCrds,
the gencral process accompanying the decline of the Roman empire =na the
emergence of the medieval system wculd bi ripeated, It is very hard to
sce that it could bo otheruises ¢xternal uxploitifion belng wt the
maintenance of the citadels of cemtralism, the capitzls of cconomic and
pulitical power cannot oe maintained,  More importantly, howcverg from
the point of view of & contreocting cosmilogy the megnlaopolis ana ﬁhu
metropolls would look absurds  as absurd as a mini-czpital (Bomn?) or a

high luvel of local self-relisnce in licu of trade lcok to many today.

Within this setting theore would be much luss cmphasis an any
type of extern~l accumulation thot can ba identified with "progress'.
Rather, we would assume a transition from what Sorckin teorms sens-te to
iduatiun“l/idmnlistic mados of cxistence, At least initially thors would

be o high level of puritanism, even asccticism - nu doubt partly brought



about as a decd of necessity because of the depletioen end non-availability
of nnturnl rosources. Some neturnl catastrophes brought about by human
interfcrence in delicate balances, somc of them rel-ting to cily somec to
nuclaar cnergy, would precipitotoe this type of approach,

There will be much stronger anti-scientific trends than what is

witnessud so far - becouss the singlemindedness of Modern perisd Western

science will hit the whule papulztion much harder. Other forms of under-

&)

standing will be importoed and invenitod — o troend that already stortod at
the end of the 1960s. Like all such trends it is net linerry thurc will
continue to be ups and downs, but the overall tendency will be clears

towards a change of basic epistemslogy.

Now, pressad into smzller units likoe this, reliving mencrial and
monastic expcriences of 1500 ycars nge, wiat will be the structure of the
social order? It could w=ll ba o repetition of the mancrial system growing
intn 2 pyramidal foudzlism which would then be refurred to as "foederalisa®,
or "the new federalism'. It cculd alsu be 2 more horizontal communc.

In facty it might even be expected that the contradiction between these
tuo forms (the Malpha™ and “beta" structures) would be among the things

that would give 1life and dyn-miom to tho Post-modern socizl formation.

And that contradicticn is already expressed in tabh beginning of this
scction on cosmology theory applied fo the Post-modern cociety. what we
have described as the cosmology of the medizval system is not a.pomplutc
neaation of expansionist cosmology. Expansionism is in need of an climent
of verticality, “contractionism" is nct, The mediceval syctem was a
centraction peaking upwards, frum nature to God, via the serf and
scigneurie., Maybe this was the easy way of doing ity not only bucause
it preserved verticality, but also because it preserved resource by
sgueezing the bottom level so hard? Would the complote ncgafion with
horizontality, even with mudurntiung with a rostraint down tu what is today
called “minimum level basic needs" but not below, simply te toc castly,
given a raduced resource basz? Does that mean that it could only be
practised aftcr » dramatic demographic decline, brought about not nscocssrily

by a major war or catastruophc, mon-made or noty but by sglf-imposcd



declining fertility - already to some extent discernible today? We do not

Know, but sooner or later theswy problems will bo urn the agenda,.

Lct us now turn to ancther aspucts: who will boe the carriers
of the Post-modern period? ThQ wrokers of Marx? = the peasants of Mao?
- the studunts of Marcuse? —— Lo meticn the 3 Ms dominating much of
radiczl social thought of tho 1960s? According to this parspective only
those of them who have sufficiently internalized a centripoctal coesmology
to want a fundamontally different sccial crder, They are likely to be
the morginal rathur than the low status peopleg the-latter ~re murce likoty
to try to climb in tho oxisting social order, cither through individual
m;tiiity ory if that dces not work,through collective upricing, rovolt
making for mors roum at the top by decinatine the slitoes, pussibly lao

by widening clogged mobility channelsg and creating new elite positiuns,

Hence, if sne assumes that the dominent cosmolegy in the proscnt
system is moinly carvricd by middlae-~nnod molas with university cducntion,
living in citics in centrol parts of their countries, with high incumg
anc social status in gonmertly woerking in whot is known by tho systom s
éocmnﬂary and tertiary sectersy then one hysothasis woulo be that it is
in theg partial cr cémpleto negation of this status<set that the most likely
carricrs cf a new socinl formation would pe found. It should be added,
thoughs  in cuoperation with cutsiders to the system, The modieval systoem
had as its carriers monks and celoni and wther refugees from the Roman
systum {often from Rome itsz1f), ycornming for sccurity in tn smell rrihoer
than insccurity in the big, cven grandinsc - but thay had te amzlgamate

wit,, Germanic and othor berberian elements harboring similar concoptions
of the normal social order. Tha modern system had as its carriers the
burchers (in the North) and the left-cvers of tho Roman construction -
but they were no doubt also inepired by imperial eonstructions in thoir
viecinity, Muslim and Byzantinc, and tho troders within and betweon thems
In additiony Ronalssance peoplec were inspired by leoking down la -torre
pendente of histery, sesing thomselves in that mirror of history through
the clerifying optigue of similar pho:scegthe Gruek city=state, the Roman
cupire which then stood wut s natural, rermal becouse (by definition)

the dominant cosmology was the aamg. Corrcepondingly those conmscicus of



embarking on something very ncw =2ftaer the collapse of the Roman empirc in
the Wost rmo doubt scught and ¢ot some of thoir inspiration from a pre-
Ruman luocalism, less bent on canguesty, more on self-suflficient sustonance

~ the eikcs rather than the polis or ompire., That thosc who started

a nou system after the collapsce of the medieval one did su we know almost
too well, the very term "renaissance" gives tostimony to that. In both
cases thore were not only carriers within the declining systaem foeling

that time was ripes there werc nlso concrete images of eerlier periods in

the seme phase,

Suy one very reascnable prediction is that there will bo an
upsurge in studies of the ecrly middle ages, and of studiues of the "tho
middle ages were not that bad’ type. This will be popular not only
among those hypothesized above as the carriersg  the women, the young and
the aged,; people with little ecducation, peovple living in the countryside,
in the periphery, with low incume and status, working in agriculturess
It should be remembered that for them, in Europe and particulzrly in

Southern and Eastern Europe the Middle Ages ~nd the medicyal system is not

that fzr away: to sce scmething like that as nruurwl/normﬁl i= merely

to cxtrepslate from if not own experience at least that of the parents

and the grandparents. It may also be arguad that the gssence of the feudal
systom = sccurity against services - has survived very well up till todoy
{and boyrnd) in one very important institution: the family, with the

woman as the serf and the man as the provider of security, the “socurity;
vwner" (meaning bread-winner), The liberntion of women, like the
liberntion uf the serfs exposes her to the contradiction of wguality

within an expansicnst vertical system. The woman who accepts this will

not as such be the carrier of scmething new, nor will the woman who

accepts the fcudal order. But the woman liberated from cither will._/The
new othos inspired by such’studics will make its dent well intu the ranks
of the traditional carriers of centrifugal, expansionist cosmology too.

In the general theory, based on the interpretation of the other twe basic
transfourmatiovns, the carriers were not only the marginal, =among them “those
with the cpposite status—sct of tho power~hclders, but also the disenchanted

in the elite ~ thuse who knew/fclt that the game was lost, that it had



all been tried, that there was no way out except by breaking the paradigm.
What they are locking for is not more critigue of the present system -
they do not need that = they aro locking for an altarnatiuo caonvincing
enough, Alhnst paradoxically"theyimill look fuor radiéélly different
sulutinns fur they will be guick ano experienced cnough to sensc the smell
f ducay in revisionism within a system that has lost their nllegiance.

It ig in these groups thc mest spectacular Yconversions' will take placc

- but, of course, particularly among the women, thc young men and tho
clder {retired, or just tircd) mene We shall not go ints any detail with
this process here, suffice it only tou say that it scems already tc be

well on tho waye.

Finally, to complete the pictures uwheot could bring about the
decline and fall of the Postemodern pericd? If it is tm be o return of
the cosmelogy of the medievel system the answer is olresdy givens  sounor
or later the system will crumble fer its l:ck of external recsources and
exhausticn of internal resources, natural and humon —= bocawsc it would
be unable to plough sufficient surplus back to maintzin those rescurcoes
through fer instonce, e@colugicel and welfare state practicus.  Tho surplus
woulc be insufficient, and/ur it would bo "wastod"s  an ideationally
oricnted culture would domnand that surplus is spent in other dirccticns,
Excessive scciel emproidery and emoticnalism would alsa absort human and
sucizl encrgies that could bg used to spend surplus more "wiscly™ from

the point of view of maintaining the system mnturially, somatically.

But then, lurking in the crevices of the systemy in the corridors
of history, will beburcaucrots, capitalists and scientists'®, hidden in
discrtody ugly looking old cities left tn docline, fall and rot. They
would Le the soccial outcasts with bBoth cxpainsive and expluitative modes
of thinking, talking and acting, Thoy might.po spinning, againg wchs of
unegual uxchange reletions with the rest of the wurldg Failing that thuy
might reach for thu uxtTa-terrestrial, the inter-planctary system and
beyund. Obviously, they would be the carriers of the Post-past-modern
era =— which would bring us bock 2g2in tu middle~2god melos with university
aducation engagud in Western typo scicneoo - superficial, yet complicated,

naive yct highly efficient, And they would lock down the spiral of history



anc identify with the renaissance, and reraad uccult books from the dust-
cavered libraries of Western scilence in what so modesty styled itsclf the
"Modsrn Pericd"., And a populstion fatigued by intraspoction and other

forms of ceontraction will be grateful to them for their message of othoer

ccleostial bodies waiting for the mission givilisatrice., And sc nne. And
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4. Conclusion

<. a—

In ccnclusion, some brief rcmarks about two important
chjections Lo this typce of analysis — cnc that it is toc deterministic,
the cother that it opens for wishful thinkingse. The second objection

is rclatively casily disponscd withe

Clcarly, purcly ideclogical thinking will tend to paint the
presont all dark and the future all white - ac o nespticn of the
present - cither Jor the sclected fow (Christian cschatolosy) or for
the downitrcdden (morxist cschatology), or for the two combined. There
is no cffort herc tc »nairnt the future all white. It may be objected
thot what is said about the prosent cveremphasiszcs what oes wrong (the
cxploitation, of various kinds) and wndcremphosizes what focs well (the
very high number of people, at leasgt in o2bsclute numbers, who hove a

very broad range of nccds satisfied).

But the Postemodern rericd is not scoen 2o o purce ubtopiae.
Quitc to the contrary: the vicw is thet in the Westorn cosmeology, both
for the expansion and the controcticn modes, there is gonctling
unbalanced, nen—integrated,; always bringing homc occidentalis into
treublecs  He will cither expand too much, or centract too much; he
will exaggerate in cither casc. In the contraction modc we have argucd
that if thc sccial formation is vertical it will be very hard en those
at the bottom and on naturce; if it should be morc horizental it mighj
be so hard on naturc thot demographic contraction is ncedoed., Even so
it may be hard on the souls of people, casting them in relations to
the transcendental so tortuous; so filled with spiritual pain, that
the result iz a new form of miscry. If that is whot is alead of us
they might turn back and agree with the conscrvative Wesbtern leaders
of the 1960s: you never had it so gued = freed from major matcerial

and non-matcrial pain.

The first objeetion is morc important, but it is fult that

it can be countered. Therce is determinism in the system according: to
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this way of thinking as long as s the cosmology remaing a cosmology,
cmbedded in the ccllective unconscicuse. 4s long as this is the casc
there is not only my wnawarcncss cof how I am programmed by my
civilization acnd your unawarcness; but thoere is our mutual reinforoe~
ment of our individwal progsrams by sceing others behaving, acting,
talking: fairly much in the same way sc as to constitute what is normal
and natural. A4s long as we arc collectively unconscious of such
programs we nre doomed to follew theme o handful of protesters, of
deviants, who have opened the collective black hox, scon the program,
turned it off and cven switched on ancther onc for themsglves can he
handled as cxactly that: ceviants, and 1o preperly marginalizced. Just
as individual psychc—analysis calls for a very complete awarencss cof
how particularly carly chlldhood experiences have formed the unconscicus
layers of the personality (the decp program of the person), what is
called for here is some kind of collective socio-analysis, cxploring
together the naturc of the decp codce of that civilizaticn, The wroblem
that this will probably only happen wnce the system is thrown into
the convulsions of rclatively deep crisis, and a choracteristic of the
criscs is that the range of options decrecases., 1In cther words, the
"asonizing rcappraisal®™ will come when it iz too latc - whc would care

about a hidden progrom when things are opcerating smoothly?

But even if this collective socio-analysis snould t@ke 1a00

at a deep level, 1t is unlikely that the conclusions would ‘be unanimous
p

or unambiguouse. Exploiters, exploited and marginalized weuld not view
the system the same way. The clearest view ¢f the system might be
from the outside - it might partly coincide with any onc of the three
possibilitics just mentioncd intcraally te the system. But when the
system is in aisis the vicws of outsiders arc likely to he critical
if they arc to be of any explanatory valuc - and unlikely to be accepted

in a pgood stride,

ind yet, in spite of all these cbjecticns, this is probably none—

theless a twisting path te be pmrsucd., 4 person in decp trcublc might



be helped through a deeper insight, particularly if it is gained
throuch a high level of conscientization and personal mobilization,

i socicty in decp trouble might do likewisc, Both micht ceme to the
coniclusion that‘thcy were on a wrong: road, and retool, roprogran rether
than undergo some minor rcevisions. Thus, consciousness would not help
them in modifying an existing progrom in any miner way; the crisis
pessibly leading to consciousncss~foermation would make it too latc.

But it cculd mean more awarcness in the formation of the noxt progranm,

mere insight into the pessible options. .

Thus, wce do not think, jrogso modo, that the West any longer
has a choice botween expansicn and contractions it io so cverextended
that the latter is written cn the wall. But it docs have a cheice
Letween a sclf-centercd, cven autarchic version, and a sclf-reliant
version that would enter intc cxchange on cgual terms with cther parts
of the world; and it has a choice oedween a more vertical vorsica,
mere similar to the feudal system, and a morce horizontal version, yet
to be spelled out. In short: therc arc options for the futurc, within

gome very breoad congtraints obout which little can be donc any longere

It is ncither salwargecable nor cusht it to be salvaged becausc it was and

still is too Harmful, toc exploitative - both internally in the
"developed" countrics and cxtoernally, in the "devcloping' countrics,

It is cxpleoitative in all ways -- of azturc, of conital resources, of
the cntire.world prolotariat,fandwﬁltimatoly alsc ¢of thoese who arce said

to e encfitting from the systcm,

i



NOTES

* This papcr is a very firgt draft of choyter 4 of o fortheoming:
boel entitled Macra=history and vestern Civilization, prepared by
the Chair in conflict and peace roscorcly, University of Osle,
Chapter 1 "On the last 2,500 Yearc in 'lestorn Higtory, ond Somo
Remarks on the Ccming 5007 appoars ag chapter XIT in velume XTIT
of Thc New Cambridise Medern iistory, Cambridesce Univoersity Priss,
1979, vp. 316..351, In its prosont version it is prosented as a
backsround paper to the Sixteenth world confurencs of the Scciety
for International Develepment, Coloabo, Sri Lanka, 13-15 August
1979, Coccend Plunary Scssicn: Progpects and Choeices for Domegtic
Pelicics in Doveloped Countricse. The first section of tho paper
was given ag o lecture to the course <n the Risc of Cositalismg
Scheol of Ceaparative Social Scicnces, Universiti Sains Maloysia,

1 Lugust 1979. I am indebiced to the Dean of the School, Dr. Kumal
Salih, for csiving me thet cpportunity. The paper as a whole is
olso an input to the Goals, Procesecs and Indicators of Development
Prcjoct of the United Naticns University, and an cutcome of courscs
on Macro-histery and Westorn Civilizatirn cdiven 1977/78 And 1978/79
ot the Institut Universiteire d'Btudes du Doveleppescat, Gonovas
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