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Pre face

On 6  June  1944 ,  ea r l y  i n  t he  Ì ì o rn ing ,  an  Ang Ìo -Amer l can  f l ee t
i nvaded  Normandy  beaches -  The re  was  f i e rce  s t rugg le ,  i nc lud ing
AÌl ied bonbing of Caen to force the cernans into the countryside.

Many  peop Ìe  were  k i l l ed .  A  young  nan  he lped  the  ambuLances
i h  l - h à  F è q ^ t r ó  ^ n ò r - r  i  ^ - . 'o coÌnnemorate invasion and l iberation,
hwe  la te r  on ,  as  rùayo r  o f  Caen  and  na t i ona l  po l i t i c i an ,  c rea ted
Lhe n0useuh MEMORIAL (Esplanade Eisenhonel, Caen), the nost visited
m u s e u n  i n  F r a n c e  o u t s - d e  p a r i s .

A  "sec teu r  B r r  on  the  Co ld  War  and  a  " sec tèu r  C , ' on  Peace  have
been  added ,  and  w . i l l  be  i naugura tea t  t h i s  yea r ,  2002 .

I was invited to be the consultant on t 'secteur C,i.  The work
has been fascinating and is by no Ììeans conpleted- What has been
done can no doubt be nade better- The Ìogic of a nuseun is much
l i kè  TV ,  i ' don ' t  t e l Ì , e l t ,  shov r ,em" -  Bu t  sone  tex t  i s  neve r the less
useful .  The texts made available here can be heard lf  the visitor
pushes a button in the nuseun vrhi le viewing the nany exhibits.
Needless to say, the \"rord íMenorial, '  in the text does not stand
fo r  an  o f f i c i a Ì  v i e r ,7  o f  t he  museun ,  ra the r  f o r ' , pèace  resea rche r , , -

Some readers have comnented that the text, in dialogue forrn,
may also serve as a useful introduction to peace stualies. So here
they are, for r i /hatever they are worth - in no uray a substitute for
the museurì i tseÌf -

I  s/oul.d l ike to express ny grati tude to Christophe Bouil let,
Cfaude QueteÌ and Nathalie Worthinqton for a fascinatìng challenge
and f ine cooperation - also hoping that readers lai l l  feel that
Caen  i s  wor th  a  t rave l -

Kyoto, Apri l  2002 Johan caltung



PEACE AIID VIOLENCE f :  B a s i c  N e e d s :  M e t  o r  v i o l a t e d

Memor ia l :  Th i s  i s  a  museun  abou t ,  and  fo r ,  peace  -  -

Skeptic: Why, then, do you choose to start lr i th vioLence?

MemoriaÌ: An idea is best understood with i ts oppositè; as soÍte
kind of total i ty. Can ne understand \,/omen without understanding
nen? not inplyìng that women are alr,rays peaceful and nèn always
be l l i ge ren t .  we  a re  ta l k ing  abou t  hunan  re Ìa t i ons i  sohe t i nes
peace fu l ,  sohe t imes  v io len t .  We  \ " ran t  t o  t i p  t he  ba lance  i n
favor of peace; l ike we try to t ip the rr 'oÌnan/nan relation known
as rnarriage in favor of love. We cannot understand that relation
in terns of one party alone. ft  has to do with harnony, synergy,
ups and downs together. I f  one enjoys the suffering of the
other, then something is very qrrong, Happy together, unhappy
toqe the r ;  no rk ing  toge the r ,  cons t ruc t i ve l y ,  t o  reduce  su f fe r l ng -

Skèptic: But how do you know that either or both are suffering?

Menorial: Maybe we have some yardsticks that can be used: basic
hunan needs. That which people cannot do without; rock botton,
non -nego t iab le .  Le f t  unsa t i s f i ed ,  t he re  i s  su f fe r i nq ,  dukkha ,
operationalÍzèd by Ralph Siu. l , le could use insult inq huftan needs
to  de f i ne  v io lence ,  and  then  dè f i ne  peace  as  " sa t i s fac t i on  o f
bas i c  neèds ,  f o r  a l l . ' r  Bu t  ! , r é  cou ld  a l so  de f i ne  peace  as
r iabsence  o f  v io lence r '  o r  as  I reduc t l on  o f  su f fe r i ng , ' .

Skeptic: But you have not nar0ed the basic needs, or indicated
how ere can ìdentify then. without that this becones enpty talk!

Mellìorial:  The best way to identify basic human needs is to ask
people rrhat i t  is they cannot do without, not to extract needs
f ron  the  l r r i t i nqs  o f ,  ho \ reve t  b r i f f i an t ,  DoM (dead  o fd  nèn ,  )
Here is a short f ìst of four basic needs, suggested by people:
su rv i va Ì ,  we l l - be ing .  i den t i t v /nèan ino .  f reedomi  bes t  unders tood
r . r i t h  t he i r  nega t i ons :  dea th ,  m ise rv ,  a l l èna t i on .  rep ress ion ,  I de
could identify peace vJith reÌations that ploduce the former,
violencè Lrith relations tbat produce the l-atter. Others may
cone  up  i i l i t h  o the r  1 i s t s ,  o r  see  the  k rho le  p rob Ìen  d i f f e ten t l y .

sLe-pqq: So peace is long l i fe expectancy, with such basics as
l o o d ,  s h e l t e r .  c l o t h i n g ,  h e a l r h  c a r e ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  a  s e n s e  o f
nean ing  v / i t h  l i f e ,  and  f reedon  o f  cho i ce  i n  how to  do  a l l  t h i s?

Menoriaf: Sonething Ì ikè that- Let us st ick to fundanentals;
kre should not overdeterhinè peace- Peace shouÌd be something we
coufd agree on. However / in the l lest the Left tends to pick up
"we I1 -be ing  fo r  a Ì l r ' ,  and  the  R igh t  p i cks  up  ù f reedomn.  Do ing  so
qlves theh ìdentity. But they èasily forget survivaL, of Other,
but also of Self,  v/hen prol l lotìng their needs. The genius of
Gandhi consisted not only in standing for al l  foul, blrt  in
shov/ing us \rays of meeting then: satvadraha (nonviolence) and
sa rvodaya  ( thè  up l i f t  o f  a Ì l ) ;  r espec t i ng  cu l tu ra Ì  d i ve rs i t y .

Skeptic: The 20th cedtury was a hostage to both Left and Right?

Memor ia Ì :  Yes .  The  Second  Wor ld  War ,  t he  Co ld  War  r rè re  exanp les .
But i t  was not aL1 that bad. îhe centutv also Droduced candhi.



PEACE AND VIOLENCE. f l :  Hun ìan  re la t i ons :  peace fu f  o r  v io len t

Ue!a-Lia-!: Hunan beings relate to each other with a basic
question in mind: f^l i l l  this relation satisfy or insult Ìny basic
needs? The Indo,/catalan philosopher Raimundo Panikkar uses knots
and lqLs to i l lustrate the difference betr^reen actor_oriènted and
structure-oriented viens of huÌnan relations. In the forner
actors act consciously to promote or insult the nèeds of Self
and other; in thè latter part ies behave, doinq things "the way
it vras aÌways doneÍ, "the way everybody doesr',  with the same
effècts. Reaìity is a nix. A good harriage nay be a f irehrorks of
deliberate acts of love. But i t  nay also sett le in routines of
nutual satisfactìon; less roÌnantic, but a pleasant rrstructural
peacer'.  Nations, states, can do the sahe and often do. One way
of knoir ing that there is peace is that journalists don't know.

skeptic: This is al l  too peacefuÌ for ne. Holr about violence?

Memorial: violence cornes in two variet ies: as deliberate efforts
to hake othel suffer; death or rnisery to the body, repression or
al ienation to the spir i t ;  and g,q_=rauti!€É, the s1o!t but steady
working of the structure, producing nisery and death at the
botton of dorìestic or gfobal society, imprisoninq people behÌnd
vial ls or ignorance, al ienating them in a rel igion and languaqe
not their own- Nobody rÌay have intended nental debil i tat ion
through protein deficiency, but such structures also produce
school dropouts that becone very chèap plantation labor.

skeptic: Sounds l ike a conspiracy theory to nel

Menìorial:  conspiracies aré deliberate, intended. They probably
come into being lrhen structures do not operate the way they used
to do, leadlng to deliberate efforts to restore the structure.
uaybe protectlon of a structure is even part of the structure,
meaning that there is no conspiracy even in nany conspiracres--

skèptic: There arè two forns of violence, direct and structural?

Mernorial: As Mark Twain once said, using "terrorr '  for violence:

.tThere qrere two ItReigns of Terror,rr--
h r r r ^ ó r  i n  h ^ +  h : c c  i  ^ h

the other in heart less cold blood;
the one lasted mere !ìonths,
the other lasted a thousand years;--
but our shudders are al l  for the rrhorrors"
of the minor terror, the nomentary terror,
so to speak.

we cannot accept as peace a world with no rral but 1oo,o00 dying
of hunger every day. Peace negates both the deliberate, (LLfCqL
violence and the routine structural violence; the viofence of
the kshatr iyah/warrior and of the v4lgbJab/rnerchant,

Skeptic: Hoir about thè brahri in/ inte l  l  ectua1/pro f ess i  ona l.  /  art i  st ?

Ì, lenorj.al:  Their specialty is cultural violence that legit imizes
the other two. Look at the text of the uarseil laise, paintings
bv Delacroix, basic theses of nainstream econonics -



PEACE AND VIOLENCE. I I I :  Spaces and arenas: peacefql  or v ioÌent

o f  S e l f . Arena :  se l f

and corruption in general, enbezzleÌnent. Arena: the off ice

l4enoriaf: Let us expand the vision, fron two actors to the
who le  f i e ld .  Qùes t i on :  where  do  peace  and  v io lence  happen?

< L ó ^ + i - .  à +  t _ h o  c i h À  h l r ^ ó )

Menor ia l :  Be ing  each  o the r ' s  nega t i on ,  yes .  Here  i s  a  l l s t  o f
p ì è w é n  ^ - è n à s  h r r i  Ò r è  Ò '  1 - h è n  Ò r f è r  s n ^ . é  ' s  n Ò f  a c t i v a t e d :

I IATIJRE SPACE as ecocide, against cosno-, atno-, hydro-, Ì i tho-
o r  b iosphere  (  n j - c ro -o rgan is r ì s  ,  p lan ts ,  an ima Ìs )  A rena :  na tu re

HI]TIA.N SPACE as
n i n d  a n d  s p i r i t

se Ì  f -des t ruc t i on ,  even  su i c ide ,  aga ins t  body ,

SOCIAI- SPÀ.CE as other-destruction, even hohicíde, against body,
m ind  and  sp i r i t  o f  o the r ,  i n :

micro-space, as chi ld abuse, wife-battérinq, verbal harassnent
and Ìnobbing. Arena: private space, family./hone

neso-space I, individuals and gangs against each other; robbery,
f i gh ts ,  sexua l i zed  v io lence ,  A rena :  pub l i c  space ,  schoo l , / s t ree t

neso -space  I I ,  v i o lence  aga ins t  o rgan iza t i ons ;  hack ing ,  b r i be ry

meso-space  l I I ,  i nd i v idua ls /gangs  aga ins t  s ta te / cap i ta l  as
abduction, assassination, capital punishnent. Arena: the state

neso-space IV, across fault- l ines: gender-generation-racè-class-
nation-terri tory, even genocide, lnternal lrar. Arena: theslqigqy

woRl-D SPACE, as societies aqainst each other. even sociocide, in

macro-space I, states vs statès, External war Arena: the region

macro-space I l ,  regions vs legions, External war Arena:the world

nac ro -space  I I I ,  p lane ts  e t c  vs  p lane ts  e t c .  A rena :  ou te r  space

TIl i{E SPACE, across grenerations, by t lauma, tr iunph, decreasing
sus ta ìnab i Ì i t y ,  i nc reas ing  read iness  fo r  v io lence .  A rena :  t i ne

Skeptic: I t  makes ne feeÌ the end is near! Is i t  that bad?

llemorial: The l ist focuses on violence. Theré is co-existence
nos t  o f  t he  t i ne ,  f r i endsh ip ,  even  1ove .  s ta t i s t i cs  o f ten  l i e :
one bad incident makes the whole year, even the worfd, look bad
nhen 364 days actually r^/ere good and the incident took place
on ly  i n  a  sma l I  co rne r .  Í l e  have  too  1 i t t l e  s ta t i s t i cs  o f  peace !

S . E 9 É i  c :  B u t  a r e n ' t  t h e s e  c r i m e s ,  p u n i s h è b l e  b y  l a w ?

Ue!.SIial:  Mainty in Ìneso-space I-II I ,  and even there success is
l inited. Violence, and our alrareness, spreads - to new arenas.
Look at ki l l ing by guns in soÍrè countrìes: used to be in wars,
then the streets, then at home, then at school. What is next?



PEACE AND V IOLENCE. IV :  I ' au ì t -1 ines :  B l ìdqed .  s tab i l i zed .  se i sn i c

Ue]!a!!al: The hunan condit ion is cut through by fault- l ines;
d i v id ing  hunans /na tu re ,  gendérs ,  genera t i ons ,  races ,  c lasses ,
no rma l  / dev ian ts ,  na t i ons ,  s ta tes .  Each  bo ra le l  de f i nes  a t  l eas t
tqro cateqories, Seff and other- our capacity to nanage the
divides krithout violence is a neasure of our naturity. We often
brÍdge them. But \. /e also rstabil izen with structuraÌ violence.

Skeo t i c :  How do  you  f i t  genoc ide  i n to  th i s?  Sounds  too  peace fu l !

Memor ia l :  Tha t  i s  t he  se i sm ic  poss ib i l i t y ,  t he  soc ioquake .  W i th
two types of violence and eight fault- l ines we get 16 casès of

Memor ia Ì :  The  k i l l i ng  o f  t he  fena le  be fo re  and  a f te r  b i r t h ;  t he
s t ruc tu ra f  v io lence  nak ing  100 ,OO0 d ie  da i l y  t h rough  s ta rva t i on ,
the di lect violence of coloniaÌ powers v/ere worse in nunbers.
Skeptic: But lrhy do hunan beings do such terrible things?
Memorial: Structural violence paves the l^ray through exclusion.
And  cu l tu ra l  v i o fence  j us t i f i es  r rbe l i eve rs Í  k i l l i ng  r rhe re t i cs r r ;
' r supe r io ! "  races /c Ìasses /na t i ons  e l i n ina t i ng  the ' r i n fe r i o r " ,
econohism punlshing the rr losersrr. The Dalai Lama: conpassion!

cenocide = l ' tassive cateqory Kil l inq

N o - FAULT_
L I N E S

DIRECT
VIOLENCE

STRUCTUR-AL
VIOLENCE

l l l NATURE c l : , 1 d h 1 - ó r  ^ f  r r h ó : c + c

savages ,  w i  l de rness  "
d e p l e t i o n
p o l  l u t i o n

l 2 ) GENDER k i l l i ng  women :

witch-burning

h r l - r i  r r ^ h \ r  : c

prison of i ,romen,
^ , r+ l -  ì  h^  + f ìèm
t r ì h  f h è i  F  h l  r ^ è r

I 3 l GENER-ATION Pr i v i Ì eq inq  the
schools as ghetto
'rholl lesrr as ghetto

abort ion
eu thanas ia

l 4 l DEVIANCE
-  c r im ina l
- nental
- somatic

ControlÌ ing dangerous
capitaÌ punishment
euthanasia
euthanasia

pc!-qs4-g
ins t i tu t ion
ins t i tu t ion
ins t i tu t ion

t 5 l R-ACE control l ing danqerous
eradication
slavery

races
co lon  i a f  i sm

I 6 l CLASS

- econonic

-  c u Ì t u r a l

con t ro l l i nq  danqerous
e  I  i n i na t i on

c lasses

exp Ìo ìtat i  on-body
repression-mìnd
a l  i ena t i on -sp ì r i t

Í 7 1 NATION
CULTURE
IDEOLOGY

I d 6 h ^ - ì  ^ ó f  2 c

narronly def ined
the state as a
p r i son  o f  na t i ons
r u n  b y ' r m a j o r i t y r l

t 8 l STATE
COUNTRY
TERRITORY

war  ( k i l - l i ng  fo r
f ^ ^ ^  c : ^ r  ì  f i  ^ ó

conquesr l n n : r i : h n  a l - : 1 -  ó c

:  Tha t  nakes  the  shoa  on Ìy  one  o I  many  ho locaus ts



CONFLICT TR.ÀNSFORI{ATION

Menor ia l :  The  UNEsco-sponso red  Sev i l l a  Dec la ra t i on  nakes  a  bas i c
poi.rt ,  .r iolence is not innate, l ike hunger and the need for

àex ;  i t  i s  l ea rn t .  The  capab i Ì i t y  f o r  t he  v io Ìence  o f  ac t i on ,

speech  and  though t  i s  t he ré ,  no t  a  l as t i ng ,  a Ì l  pe rvas i ve  d r i ve

for vioÌence/aggress ion across al l  circurùstances '

skep t i c :  so  why ,  t hen ,  do  we  ge t  so  nuch  v io lence ,  a lL  ove r?

Metnorial: An ans\,ùer: because we are so poor at handling confl ict

in J nonviolent and if  at al i .  possible creative roanner' Eacl. act

of violence is a tragic nonument over a confl ict badly handÌed'

Skeptic: Takè the conmon exahple of street YioÌen-ce: t lro boys on

r rap"d, one of them snaps the bag of an old lady' After that

I can see a perpecraEor_vict irn confl ict. But where j 's the

confÌ ict leforé túis happened? To ne they arè just bed boys!

Memor ia l :  And  how d id  Chey  become Lha t  bad?  Ganq^p ressu re?
c o n f t  i " c  b e t w e e n  l e g a l i t y  a n d  m a t e r i a l  a c q u i s i t i o n l  o r ,  i n

rel igioús-freudian tèrns: between ld/greed and super-Ego/God?
Con f Í i c t  r s  a  way  o f  see ing  hu rnan  rea l i t y .  A t .  t he  roo t  o f  a

c o n î l  i c ! '  t h e r e  i s  a - t w a y s  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  a n  i n c o n p a t i b i l _ L t y
bàtr""n go.Ìs held by the same party or by different part ies'

skeDtic: But imaqine that neither gang pressure, nor legali ty,
n"i-"ny xi"a of bad conscience bothèls the boys the sl ightest '
They just L'ant that bagl There is no other goal.

Memor ia l :  Thè re  i s  t he  o ld  l ady ' s  goa Ì  o f  keep ing  hè r  bag '  one
"""aaa"'h is a sol id shoulder bag, another to waÌk auay f lon the

cir i l  nl.rt  not too close to the gates. or a body bag.

skeptic: Blaning the vict in for not engaging in prevéntion?

MeÌnorial: Ide arè al l  co_responsibÌe, do not only b] ane the
p".p"trat"r. Not a good, heaning acceptable and sustainable
iotution, but she keeps the baq and the boy gives up or looks
eLsevrhere, nìaybe even for a job. Any confl ict takes pÌace j_n

a  vas t  f o rnaa ion  o f  ac to rs ,  goa ls ,  c l ashes  =  con t rad i c t i ons '
But then things start happening: we develop a very nègatlve
Att l tude of a;ythinq froi! the boil ing point of hatred to the

freezing point of apathy and neqative Behavior, even nasslve

violencé àgainst a vrhole category of people: genocide down to,

aga in ,  apa iny .  con f l i c t  i s  t h i s  A ,B ,c - t r i ang le  o f  a t t i t udes ,
béhavior 

- 
and 

-contradict ions. 
At the root ls the contradict ion'

skeptic: But doesn't i t  help to soften att i tudes and behavior?

Mehorial: l f  somethj"ng is done to the contradict ion, otherú/ise

it leconr"" a band-aid. The usual l iberal nistake is to locate

confl ict only in people' ninds; the Ìnistake of conservatives to

Locate l t  in behavior and control violence. Neither converslon
to christ ianity, nor brutal repression, solved the confl ict

betqreen slave-oìner and slave, cólony-holder and the colonj-zed'
And the narxist rnistake is to befieve only in overcoming the

contradict ion, regardless of hatred and violènce and ú/hat they

breed: Ìîore vioÌenèe, revenge, revanche, f ives ! ' /asted in hatred'



M e m o r i a l :  i , v e  n e e d  t o  w o r k  i n  a L I  c o r n e r s ,  A ,  8  a n d  c  -  n o t  o n ì y
one or two of theÌr. And sínce people, incÌr lding dipÌonats and
s ta tesmen  a re  o f tèn  con f l i c t  i l Ì i t e ra tes ,  we  need  con f l i c t
spec ia l i s t s ,  o r  no re  Í ì odes t Ì y :  con f Ì i c t  wo rke rs .

S_&cÉ_!c: Hov,/ do they approach att i tude, behavior, contradict ion?

Menorial: Ideally they approach attì tude with enpathv, trying
to f ind out why people think and feel the way they do, knowing
their psycho-logic maybe èven better than they do themsèlves.
And they approach behavior !,r i th nonviolence, not only tryang not
to  encourage  d i sas t rous  sp i ra l s  o f  v i o lence ,  bu t  ge t t i ng  a t  t he
roots of their violence !,/hich very often is fear. A.nd they
approach contradict ion above al l  vri th creativity, trying to see
the confl ict in a nelt v,tay, to go beyond _ transcend - the
con f l i c t  as  the  pa r t i es  conce ive  o f  i t .  Us ing  a l l  t h ree  we  nay
Erans fo rn  the  con f  l i c t ,  chang ing  i t  so  tha t  t he  pa r t i es
themse lves  can  hand Ìe  i t  enpha t j - ca l l y ,  nonv io fen t l y ,  c rea t i ve l y .

skeptici But thè goals they state may not bé the rèal goals?

Memorial: Let us add a third dinension to the tr iangle: depth.
underneath al l  contradict ions are deeper contradict ions

that steer the surface contradict ions in thè confl ict struggle:
the fauft- l inès in the hunan construction, qender, generation,
racè ,  c Iass ,  xno r Í ì a l Í / r ' dev ian t r t ,  na t i on /cu l tu re / i deo logy  and ,
for world society, states/regìons. l . farx picked up only one of
then ,  c lass ;  on l y  econon ì i c  c Ìass ,  no t  po l i t i ca l ,  m i l i t a ry  and
cultural; and only as ownership of mèans of production-

underneath attitudes are dc€!e-r--a!!!!!-de-9; in EngÌish they
also start vri th an rAÍ'  assunptions, axiorùs. De-individuali  z ing
and de-mathematiz inq we get deep culture, a web of ideas about
w h a t  i s  t r u e ,  q o o d ,  r i q h t ,  b e a u t i f u l ,  s a c r e d .

And underneath behavior is deep behavior, preprogranmed,
part ly by instincts, part ly by basic needs. But even if  there
is something deeper down professed goals should be respected.

c r i è ^ f  i . .  F à r l i - l i n é <  d è p n  . r l f r r r p  h a s i .  r è é . l s  a r p  h a s i c .  B u t
you treat aÌl  goals as equal when sohe are legit irnate, so!ìe not!

MenorìaÌ: !e!1€ la!e!y: slave-o\./ners vaLued slavery for labor
and for the conmodity narket. They also val-ued having that goal.
Thè slave certainly also had a vaÌue: freedon. whlch value had
more legit inacy? At the t ihe of the Us civi l  war freedom had
hore legit imacy than slavery. That decided the confl ict.

Take colonial ism: In 1933 Norway and Dennark t"ranted Eastern
creenland; Norr^'ay legit inizing the goal by discovery, Denmark by
having "civi l ized" the pface. The t ' forfd court in the Hague
decided in favor of Dentnark. But the t ide turned in favor of
indigenous se I f  -detèrnination and both goals becane i l legit inate

That gives us a typology with three types of confl ict:
The goals of al1 part ies have (sone) Ìeqit inacy
The goals of some part ies are legit inate, of others not
The goals of alÌ part ies are i ÌLeg-it inate

1
2
3

The f irst type is by far the nost frequent, and is our
conce rn .  No t  on l y  do  the  pa r t i es  have  the i r  t r u ths ,  bu t  t hesè
truths are val id truths, Truths. As pointed out above, that is
\rhere the legal paradiqm fai ls nhilè i t  nay be very usefuf in
I 1 l  a n d  f 2 l .



skep t i c :  oK ,  we  have  pa r t i es ,  goa fs  tha t  a re  more  o r  l ess
art iculated and nore or less legit inate, and vre have cÌastles.

Menor ia l :  And  we  nay  ge t  v io Ìence ,  t ha t  i s  t he  p rob len .
Incompatibit i ty neans frustration, and nore than we can handle.
The  resu l t  i s  agg ress ion ,m ou tward ,  s ideÚard ,  i nward .  v io lence .
contradict ion is the force rnotrice; the problerì is "violence
preven t i on " ,  no t  t ' con f l i c t  p reven t i on "  bu t  hand l i ng  con f Ì i c t .
Hence, i t  nakes sense to dist inquish between three phases in any
con f l i c t :  be fo re  v io lence ,  v io lence  and  a f te r  v io lence .

skeptic: That sounds very deterninist ic!

4e.4Ali,a!: The criterion of personal, social and world maturity
i s ,  o f  cou rse ,  no t  t o  en te r  phase  I I ,  v i o lence ,  a f te r  wh ich  the
confl ict becones nuch nore conplicated because of glory/traùna.

Skeptic: what can rire dó then, to prevent violence?

MeÌnorial: Remove the frustrations by solving the confl ict, or by
transforning the confl lct so that the part ies can solve it .
L s s e n t i a l Ì y  t h e r e  a r e  f o u r  o r  f i v e  a p p r o a c h e s :

[1 ,2 ]  one  o f  t he  pa r t i es  p reva i l s ,  by  fo rce ,  b r i be ry ,  cha r i sna
or by ìaw because the court decides that is justice.
t3l Neither party gets lrhat thèy want, they rr i thdraw, give up,
or the court decides neither of the!ì has any fegit inacy.
l4l Both part ies get sonething, compromise, often leavinq both
unsatisf ied or leading then into owerstating their goals.
l5l The conflìct is transcended, uprootèd froh where it  e/as
and rooted sonewlìele è1se as when the centuries of badly handled
confl i-cts betv/een cermany and France suddenly bècaÌrìe a confl ict
of ho!,/ to handle the European conmon Market/Conriunity/union.

Through transcendence hunanity may nove forv,rard, with ne\t goals.
tfhat is needed is empathy with deeper att i tudes, nonviolence and
respec t  f o r  bas i c  needs ,  c rea t i v i t y  and  respec t  f o r  t he  fau l t -
l ines of the hunan construction even if  not mèntionéd. If  deep
cuÌture, basic needs and fault- l ines are not taken into account
any peace treaty rests on quj.cksand, clay, whatever.

skeptic: Evidently, this does not always r,ùork I

Memorial: one reason is that biq powers intervene in confl icts
betv/een states and nations with aheir own agendas, goals and
nake  use  o f  t he  con f l i c t .  They  a re  pa r t i es ,  no t  nèd ia to rs .

Violence breaks out. ResoLution efforts hust continue, but
now is the t ime for peacekeeping to control violent behaviol --
but not by ki l t ing nèighbors/fami I ies l ike in a war. we need
more Donviolent peacekeèping l ike International Peace Brigadès;
witnesses, pèace hostages, pèop1e accompanying those threatened.
The uN charter Chapter 6 is inportant, but Ì inited to states,

SkeDtic: For whatevel reason, sooner or later violence ends.

Mènorial: I t  does, othervJise you and I eroul.d not have been
here .  o f  cou rse ,  con f l i c t  reso lu t l on  con t i nues ,  a l so  a f te r
violence. But then cones reconstruction and reconcil iatÍon. The
3  R 's .  None  o f  t hem i s  nean ing fu l  n i t hou t  t he  o the rs .



Memor ia l :  I nag ine  now tha t  we  a re  i n  phase  I I I :  A f te r  v io lence .
l, lhat has happened is more than bad enough. There was the root
confl ict. Then it  al1 escalated in a torrent of hatred and
violence; a ni l l ion confl j ,cts betkreen perpelrators and vict ins
over l i fe and death of vict irns and the betLaved, over the rlght
to l ive one's l i fe unhofested by sonatic and mental wounds
ln ten t i ona l f y  i n f l i c ted ,  ovè t  rape  and  d i sp facenen t ,  ove r
rnaterial property destroyed wantonly. And deeper doùn the
hatred eating up the heart, crying for revenge and revanche --
matched by victors basking in the glory of a war Íwon', as i f
anybody can ever win a lrar l ike they win a soccer game.

Skeptic: OK, you have nade the point. Wars arè bad. What then?

Ivlènorial: The point is that any Phase IIT is alrèady a phase t.
The logical and enpir ical sequef to a krar is another \rar. îhe
task is to stay in Phase I and break that vicious circÌe. Here
i s  a  l i s t  o f  t h ings  to  do ,  on l y  t he  head l i nes ,  as  i nd i ca to rs :

Reconstrì.rct ion After VioÌence: An Ovèrview
Rehabil i tat ion: the collective healing approach
Rebu i l d ing :  t he  deve lopnen t  app roach
P é < f È r r - l - ' r r À f  i  ^ h .  l - h o  rl reace structure approach
Recu l tu ra t i on :  t he  peace  cuL tu re  app roach

Reconc i . l i a t i on  A f te r  V io lence : ,An  Ovèrv ie r r r
The exculpatory natìtre-structure-culture approach
The reparation/resti tut ion approach
The apology/forgiveness approach
The theological/penitence approach
The jurj-dicat/punishnent approach
The codependent origination/karna approach
The  h i  s to r i ca l / t r u th  comrn iss ion  app roach
îhe theatr. ical/rel iving approach
The joint sorrovr/healing approach

I The joiht reconstruction approach
I The loint confl ict resoÌution approach
I The ho'o ponolrcno approach
o lu t i on  A f te r  V io lence :  An  Overv iew

The  denoc racy ,  pa r l i amen ta r i  an  app roach
The nonviolence, extra-parl ianentarian approach

skeptic: Ho,o ponopono, peace structure and peace culture nake
a cone-back on these l ists; they qrere also on the approaches to
peace. Does that not indicate that lhey r,ùere tr ied and fai led?

Memor ia l :  Ve ry  l i t t l e  i s  rea f l y  t r i ed ,  and  s ince  no  me thod  i s
perfect r,7e better do a l i t t le of al l .  The task is fornidable-
Reconcil iat ion = healinq + closure, people cannot heal without
cl.osing the confl ict and vice versa. In the west vre know [4]
and [5] and they do not work very rrùell :  leave the trauna of the
spir i t  to the priest and the guil t  aqainst society to the judge.
There is one brif l iant advance, a grèat leap forkrard: the Truth
and Reconcil iat ion Conmission in South Africa. Like ho,o pono
pono it  is hore holj .st ic than such Wéstern approaches as post-
trauÍiat ic stress disotder treatnent.

skeptic: cood. But where are thè people who can do al l  of that?

Mehorial: I f  lre had facult ies of peace lre wouìd have had then--l
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PE.ACE CI'LTIJRES AROTIND THE WORLD

Mer ìo r i a l :  The re  i s  no  such  th ing  as  one  hunan  peace  cu l tu re ;
the re  a re  peace  cu l tu res ,  p fu ra Ì ;  dozens ,  hundreds ,  t housands .
Aff ovel the world experience wÌth frustration and confl ict has
c rys ta l l i zed  i n to  wha t  i s  t rue ,  good ,  r i gh t  abou t  v io lence ,  war
and peace; in other words culture. fo sone rrbalance of poq/errr
is the obvious anslrer, as obvious as rrnonviolencètr to others.
Of course, what they say and krri te nay be one thing, what they
do another: thought, speech and action do not always coincide.

Skeptic: Why, then, do yoù focus so Í luch on speech, on quotes?

l, lenorial: We try also to focus on !,rhat peopÌe do, shovring
peop Ìe  i n  peace  ac t i on ,  l i ke  Aner i can  Ind ians  snok ing  the
proverbial peace pipe. By the vJay, lrouldn't i t  be nice i f  we
had soÌnethlng sini lar in our Western culture - sone shared
object that passes fron one party to the other, in a circle?

Skèp t i c :  ou r  f ocus ,  i t  seems ,  i s  on  the  s ign ing  o f  t he  t rea ty ;
soÌnetines the pen is shared and kept?

Menorial: And the photo opportunity: negotiators energing at 5
an \,r i th peace at hand, openinq a fr idge, pouring the chanpagne,
presenting peace as a gift  to a grateful hunanity lr i th no access
to the secret protocols. Our focus is on the rdord, on logos:
r r l n  t he  beg inn ing  the re  was  the  Word  w i th  cod ' r  ( John  1 :1 ) .  So
there is also a basis for the focus on r^rords, at least rr i th us!

Skep t i c :  I s  peace  a  though t ,  a  l r o rd ,  an  ac t ,  o r ,  a  t b ing?

Uelarj a!: why not al l  four? Anyhow, we dècided to try k' i th six
cu f tu res ,  b ig  mac ro -cu Ì tu res ,  sohe  wou ld  say  c ì v i f i za t i ons ,
around the worfd. As vlsitor you can start an).!ùhere.

Of the six three ale froÌo the Occident, dèfined here as the
cuftural space spanned by the abrahanit ic rel igions of the Book,
t h e  K i t d b ,  t h e  O l d  T e s t a Ì n e n t :  J u d a i s m ,  C h r i s t i a n j . t y ,  I s l a n -
However, kre start lr i th two Europes, secular Europe and gb4lgtlan
Europe, and then travel East to--not 'rMidd1e Eastr ' ,  that is a
Western perspective seen fron London, Paris etc--EgqEjs:Lè,
doninated by Judaisn and Islan, and the cradle of Christ ianity,

Continuing on our travel east\,ùard r,re co!ìe to South Asia,
the honè of \ that is conveniently caLled rHinduisnn and its
offspring, Jainish and BuddhisÍr, And further east, not to rrFar
Orient" but to East Asia, picking up the Chinese and Japanese
eultural amalgans r^ri th a Confucian core, BuddhisÍt,  and then
dao isn  i n  ch ina  and  sh in to  i n  Japan .  I n  o the r  words ,  we  sha Ì Ì
look at thrèe rel iqions fron West Asia, three from South À.sia,
three fron East Asia, the European secular tradit ion fron creco-
Ronan Antiquity and the Modern period. And seculal daoisn.

Skeptic:The major, 'rrdorld rel igions, forgètt ing the rest?
Menorial: We try to avoid that. The eastward travel

continues, a second round. into Pacif ic-Anerican-African spaces,
picking up a Polynesian, an Àìérindian and an ,Afrìcan tradit ion.
Six stops. For each one lre highlight sone key ideas: pax/eirene,
agape/bell-um iustun, shaÌon/salaam, shanÈi/ahinsa, ho ping/heiwa
and ho'o ponopono/shir. A dozen peace concepts; human treasures.

Skeptic: Aróund the world in 80 seconds?
Mehor ia l :  Hope fu l l y  you '1 .1  ded ica te  more  t i l ne ,  dea r  V i s i t o r l



I .  EURoPE: Pax and Eirene
The Ronan and Greek tradit ions

Peace  can  be  i n te rp re ted  na r row ly  as  absen t i a  be l l i .  t he
absence of organized violence between groups defined by country,
n a t i o n  ( c u . I t u r e ) ,  r è c e ,  c l a s s  o r  i d e o l o g y .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  o l
external Deace is the absence of external rrars: inter-country /
i n te r - s ta te ,  o r  i n te rna t i ona l  ( i n  t he  sense  o f  i n te r - cu l tu ra I ) .
social or internaÌ oeace is the absence of internal wars;
na t i ona Ì ,  rac ia l  ,  c l ass  o r  i deo log i ca f  g roups  cha Ì l eng rng
central governance or each other. This concept is carried by
the Roman pax, related to pact, as in pacta sunt servanda,
,ttreaties nust be observedÍ. Peace as a contractual, nutually
agreed reÌation is the source of western internationaÌ law.

Another Ronan Ìegacy, si vis paceD, para b€llur, tr i f  you
want peace prepare for etar" is the source of l /ùestern ni l i tary
peace theory. Peace is obtained by balance of por.ter, deterring
the aggressor at hone with defensive defense, and abroad with
offensive dèfense. offensive offense ( attack/aggression ) ,  and
defensive offense (pre-emptive warfare), are not peace concepts.

skeptic: i , ihere is cod in this kind of thinking?

lr lenÒrial: There is no God. There is IEttLg, rationaÌity'
Aggression is control lèd frotn above by peqEg--the Ronan Empire
was capable of enforcing the pacts--ol by balance of Dolrer.

skep t i c i  Bu t  t h i s  on l y  works  aga ins t  d i rec t ,  open  v io lence l

MehoriaÌ: A bètter word for this kind of peace is securitv. And
there is a basic di leNîa: the ni l i tary capabil i ty used to deter
can also be used to attack, even if  the notivation is defensive.
The resuft can be an arns race, a cold war, even a hot war.

Skèp t i c :  where  i s  s t ruc tu ra l ,  i nd i rec t  v io lence  i n  a1 Ì  o f  t h i s?

ì,temorial: The Greek eirene is closer to 'rpeace with justicer' ,
absence of direct el l l  structural violence, anong the Greeks.
But which part has priori ty? what i f  they think justice can
only be obtained through war? That idea lras also picked up by
thé marxist tradit ion as class war, national and international,
l eg i t i n i zed  as  necessa ry  and  su f f i c i en t  t o  ob ta in  a  i us t ,
social ist society. The Roman thinking led to the l iberal
t rad i t i on ,  t o le ran t  o f  eno rmous  i nequa l i t i es ,  na t i ona l l y  and
international ly, but strongly against war, both internally and
externally. And Ronan warfare l tas picked up by the conservatlve
tradit ion, extol l ing st i l l  norè inequali ty by wars providèd they
could be vron; even enpire-buildlng. we are st i l l  there, Year 2K.

skeptic: Let ne try to identify four probÌerns:
[ l  I  I  see !-9--!rc!secnder!a!,- l  e, no God behind Lhis peace.

t2l r know the Rornans said, hono res sacra honinibus, humans
should be sacred to humans, but I seè no reason why they should-

t3 l  l t  i s  a l l  so  ex te rna l  ,  ou te r  peace ;  hoe /  abou t  i nne r  péace?

f4l And, I want a peace concept against both types of violence!

ì{emoriaÌ :  The Abrahamitic rel igions-christ iarì i ty/Judaisn/IsÌan-
have  ans \ ,ùe rs  to  [1 ]  and  [2 ] i  sou th  As ia  to  [3 ]  and  [4 ] .  Move  on !



fT- ET ROPE: Àgape and Bellun Iustun
The  ch r i s t i an  t rad i t i ons

The European Antiquity tradit ion, carried into the nodern
and postmodern periods, is secufar. But there are also the
three christ ianit ies (orthodoxy/catholicisn,/ProtestantisÌn) and
the hany sÌnaller sects. Paradise/Hell become models for Peace
and war, making peace renote and static and war hel 'L on èart l ì .

Peace is seen as ordaj-ned by a God lJhose Law is the only
valid larn',  and valid for alÌ of humanity. But vJho is God, and
how does He relate to hunan beings, in search of peace?

A theo log i ca l  d i s t i nc t ìon  i s  ve ry  use fu l  he le ,  be tween
cod as irnl lranent, ins-ide us, haking us god-1ike, sacred; and
cod as transcendent, above us, saving, choosing sone persons and
peoples; rejecting, condenning others. we nay even talk about
gqlqt and bBld Christ ianity depending on !ùhich God-concept Ìs
picked up, in what propolt ion. They do not exclúde each other.

Agele (Greek: rr loverr) can be used as a nafie for the péace
ot a sòtt christ ianity based on an immanent conception of God.
There is Goal 's love for humankind, through Jesus Christ; the
hunan love for God and the 1ovè of one's fel lot^'  beings as being
cod-Ioved. The Lord's supper and the Eucharist are cÌose to
this concept: a conmunity of hunans, God-enlightened, ù God.

skeó t i c :  Bu t  don ' t  you  f i nd  th i s  i n  a Ì Ì  r e l i g ious  t rad i t i ons?

Memorial: Probably. But maybe part icularly as an in-group idea,
separating rusú fron nthenr. The face-to-face corDus lt lyst l  cunl
ìs based ón an identity with others so strong that there is a
l imit to the nuÍlber of meÍibers. This nay be a reason why very
egali tarian, interactive, direct peace concepts sprinq out of
snallei christ ian sects, Ì ike the Quakers and the Èlennonites.

Skeptic: But hor about the transcendent God, sone nale person
residing above our planet, and his relation to non-believers,
pagans and worse sti11, to the heretics who have rejected God?
rs- that where hard christ ianity enters, adninisterlng
Hell:Torture (Inqulsit ion) and Holy i 'ùar to the heretics?

l{ehorial: Yes, and as sone kind of pèace concept i t  takes the
forn of beÌlun iustum, the Augustine-Aquinas just war tradit lon:

L l  wa rs  mus t  be  L ,aged  by  a  l av r fu l  au tho r i t y ,
21 wars nrust be waged for a just cause, to correct iniustice
3j wars must be waged i,r i th the r lght intention, not vengeful ly
4l tùars rnust be waged as a last resort and prospects of success

I5l wars rnust be waged with proport ionali ty and rnininum force

[6] Wars nust bè waqed only against conbatants
ihe t irst are lus ad bellum; the fast tr,ùo are ius in belÌo.

skeptic: That sounds l ikè legit ination of \dal rather than peace?

Menorial: I t  vras an effort to l init  r"rar even if  accepting \tal
as the last resort '  But there is no nonviolent alternative, and
it nay t 'e used to attack any kind of injustice honever defined.
rn addit ion, j . t  is not bibÌical but st Auqustin and st Thomas '
B!1t this cost-benefit  thinking is st i l1 with us. We nove on!



l l l .  WEST A,SIA: Shalom and Sala,am
The Judaìc and Tslanic tradit ions

Menorial: we are dealing with the rel igions of the book, kitab
ìn Arabic, the Old Testament, Yahneh's revelations to AbrahaÌn.
The  o r i g ina l  re l i g ion  was ,  o f  cou rse ,  Juda isn ,  one  bas i s  f o r
Jesus and the Apostles to create Christ ianity, in turn one basis
for Mohanned to create Islan - as revealed to them by God and
À.Ì lah. civen this genealogy the three abrahanit ic rel igions, as
they  a re  a l so  ca l l ed ,  have  bas i c  s im i l a r i t i es ,  ì l Ì us t raÈed  be low

me. why conceive of i t  as a hard approach to peace?
MeÌnoriaf: Because aIÌ three have a tendency to see certain

others as peace obstacles ìn need of a Íwar to abolish warsrl
before peace prevails. The First worl.d War nas argued that \^ 'ay.

Skeptic: what is the peace message in these quotes, then?
Menorial: Maybe that anbiguity is the message? It is

neither uncondit ional peace, nor uncondit ional i ,ùar. I t  is peace
under certain condit ions, r iTar under certain other condit ions.
The problern is to spèÌl out those condit ions. one reading of
the Judaic shalon and the Arabic sala'am j.s péace \t i th justice.
without justice, no peacè; hence úar for justice is seen as
legit imate. But lahat is justlcè? Absence of structural
v io lence  whereby  peop lè ,  na t i ons ,  s ta les  a re  rep ressed ,
expl.oited, al ienated as a permanent condit ion? That leads to
bellum iustum, as injustice abounds ! That should not be confusèd
with i ihad, a tern that translates as fexert ionù for the faith.
De fend ing  the  fa i t h  by  v io lence ,  aga ins t  C rusades ,  z ion i sn ,
comnunism, is the fourth stage. IDo not attack them first.
A,l lah does not love the aggressorsr' ,  but " i f  you do not f ight
/ i r ì  de fènse /  He  v r i l Ì  pun i sh  you  s te rn fy Í  (9 :39 ) .

skep t i c :  The  secu la r  ve rs ion  i s  Hobbes :  pun ish  dese r te rs !
Mehorial: And his f ighting diréct violence with structural

viol.ence, with Yahweh/God/Al lah using Jel 's,/chi ist ians/l , lus I iDs ,
chosèn by Providence, to bring ordèr to the lror1d. But a part of
hunanity as self-appointed peace-maker for the rest of the world
is indeed problenatic. Dear visitor, arè you one of them?

krith two quoÈes fron each, one soft, one hard:

Juda i sn Chr i s t i an i t y IsÌaÍr

S o f t
peace

And he shall  judge arnong
the nations -- and they
shaÌl beat their sr^/ords
into plowshares and
l . h - i  r  < n a ; 7 c  i  h 1 - ^

pruninghooks: nation
sha1 l  no t  l ì f t  up  sword
aga ins t  na t i on ,  ne i the r
shall  they learn war any
m o r e .  (  l s a i a h  2 : 4 )

How b les t

peacenake]:s
cod  sha Ì Ì
ca l l  t hem
h is  sons .

And whoever
saved a
hunan  l  i f e ,
should be
regarded as
though he
had saved
a l l  nank ind
( Q u r ' a n
5 . 3 2 )

Hard
P e a c e

For  i n  t he  c ì t i es  w i th in
the boundaries of the
Pronised Land
you are t 'o save no one;
destroy every I ivÍng
thang .
( D e u t . 2 1 : 1 6 )

D o n ' t
1rÌag1ne
that I cane

peace to the
ear th .
No ,  ra the r ,
a S\itord
(  M a t t .  1 0  : 3 4  )

the sake of
A l l ah  those

aga ins t  you
but do not
attack then

a n  2 : 1 9 0 )
:  l he  second  l i ne  l ooks  no re  - I i ke  a  war  cu l tu re  to



IV- soulH ASIA: shanti and AhiB-sa
r h è  H i h ? l r  . _ r à i r i < f  à n . l  B u d d h i s t  t r a d i t i o n s
Menorial: Hinduisn is the mother. The other t\do are partìy

protest rel igions, with nuch nore enphasis on nonvioLence and
peace. But also Hinduisrn has this incl ination tol^tard
uncondit ional oeace by ahimsa, nonviolence. The rnaior carriel
o f  t h i s  nessage  o f  a l Ì  t imes ,  Mohandas  R .  Gandh i  (1a69-1948) ,
used the fornula There is no way to peace' oeace is the !,tav.
This is a strong stand, rul ing out violence as inmoral and also
unproductive. The ùay to struggle against violence, direct or
structuraf, is by nonviolence. And, as becones clear fron
candh i ' s  adu la t i on  o f  t he  sna l l  soc ia l  un i t ,  t he  v i l l age :  peace
in  the  sense  o f  absence  o f  d i rec t  v io lence ,  canno t  be  bu i l t  t op_
dok'n by heavy international and national hierarchies, in the pèX
and hobbesian tradit ions. To use a metaphor popular \^t i th the
peace movèment: violence for peace = intercourse for virginity.
A non seouitur; as often pointed out by Jainists and Buddhists -

skeptic: But hot/ about the problen that nonviolence,
hoqrever morally superior and consistent, may not af!ùays t/ork?

ll temorial: There are vrays of protectíng the true believers
in nonvioÌence against that objection by focussing inward, on
att i tudes and intentions, rather than outlrard on behavior and
consequènces. And that is one reading of shanti,  innel peace.
A!|LISB has shanti as a necessary condit ion: with no inner péace,
no nonviolence. In psychologese: rrunprocèssed traunas" !, / i l l  be
acted out agqressively. I f  nonviolence does not lead to change
of heart in Other, i t  is for Ìack of change of heart in Sé1f.
Nonvìolence then turns into self-purif icatj .on, practiced in the
l i t t le coÌnnunity of bel ievers, the sanqha, l ike a honastery. rf
ire cannot nanage outer peace let us at least managé inner peacèl

skep t i c :  H indu isD  a l so  has  a  war r i o r  cas te ,  ksha t l i yah ,
l ike the western aristocrats, and the Japanese samurai?

Ue!!al ie!: They certainly did and do. warriol was a varna,
a  ca l Ì i ng ,  a  p ro fess lon .  The  ep i c  Mahabara tha  p ra i ses  A r jun ' s
loyalty to his varnadharna, the ethics of his warrior caste, not
giving in to own personal feeÌings and ethÌcs, the svradharria -
Hinduisn is not a pure culture of pèace. Jainisn and Buddhisn
comè nuch closer. But they can also be corrupted into lralr iors
as seen by the buddhists in Sri Lanka and Thailand today.

skeotic: why is candhi a saint, but not fot lowed i.n India?
Menorial: He buil t  on one part of Hinduish, not the

varrior, state-buiÌding, part. Gandhi nay bè the best the past
century gave us, with Martìn Luther Kinq Jr., Nelson Mandela and
Desrnond Tutu in his footsteps. None of thè four Lùas a ldhite
westerner, incidental ly. Gandhi left behind a theory and
prac t i ce  o f  sa t l | ag ra I -a ,  " c l i ng ing  to  t ru th ' r  as  he  ca l  I ed  i t -
Look at the l ist of nonviolent campaigns: to play a major roÌe
in deliverìng the colored part of the rdorld fron white nan's
colonial isn, and the vJhite part of the world froh its own cold
war, Ìeav.ing no thirst for bloody revenge behind, is no nj-nor
achievement. That gift  cane from south Asia, hot fron the west-
our conÈribution úras to create problens. The burden of proof rs
on  those  who  teach  peace  by  v io lence ,  Ì i kè  "n i l i t a r y  so tu t i ons ' i .

Skeptic: Does nonviolence al\.rays work or not? Yes or No!
Mehor.ial:  Nothing always lrorks. But violence alnost never

Írorks, bècausè of the thirst for revenge and for l lole glory.
The !,rar nay fook so f inal, l ike an extinguished f ire - except
for some lows in thè ashes. visitor, do you know cases of
vioÌence erith no violent after_effects after sone t. ime?



V, EAST ASIA: Ho p' ing and Heiwa
Thè chinese and Japanese tradit ions

I ' leÍìorial:  The standard translation of ho l) ' ino (chÌnesè) and
heiwa (Japanese) is harnonv. And one reading of iharmonyrr nould
be  no t  on Ìy  r i absence  o f  v io lence r ' ,  bu t  r rabsence  o f  con f Ì i c t . "
îhe task of confl ict resolution has already been carried out.
Indications of confÌ ict are brushed under the carpet; the person
art iculating confl ict is frozen out of harnonious society, or so
deèp frozen on the inside that no artÌcuÌation is forthconing.

skeptic: But I 'harnony'r is not a bad defini-t ion of peacel?

Menor ia l :  I t  r nay  even  be  thé  c lea res t .  Bu t  i t  r a i ses  p lob lems .

skep t i c :  why  i s  peacè  so  p lob lemat i c ,  so  d i f f j - cu l t  t o  de f i ne?

MeÌno r ia l :  Maybe  because  peace ,  I i ke  nhea l th "  a t  t he  i nd i v Ídua f
1evel, is supposed to stand for so nany hunan wishes. Different
parts of hunanity project different wishes into the concept and
forget the others. The definit ions are incomplete, not vrrong-

Skeptic: l , lhat is so good about the East Asian approach, then?

Ue!ad_d: Take the netaphor of chinese boxes, in Russia the
natrustìka dolls, r.r i th one box/doll  inside the other and so on,
t i l l  they become as smaÌl as you can get them. They al l  look
alike. In hodern fractal/chaos theoì:y they talk about self-
sirni lari tv as something stabil izing. Maybe thé basic East A.sian
point is that harmony is produced not by a part icular structure,
be that pyramid or t{heel or rr/hatevér, but by the same structure,
repèated at the personal, social and erol ld levels, lr i thln and
betvreèn - we1l, nè do not have the between-! 'rorlds 1evel, yet.

Skeptic: I  see two problens nith that. The sane strùcture at
a1 f  l evè l s  runs  aga ins t  t he  eco log i ca l  p r i nc ip le  o f  d i ve rs i t y .
And, inagine rnentaÌ ideas organizèd in a pyranid qrith sohe axionÌ
on top, people organized the sane eray in national hierarchy,
countries organlzed the sane vay in an international hierarchyl
sane pyramidaÌ structure rrr i th enornous pov/er given to the
leading idea in the nind of the leading person in the leading
country. A recìpe for global dictatorship rathèr than for peace?

UeEsfjè!: That r,ùould be heavy structural violence, incompatible
w i th  peace ; .  and  cou ld  even  j us t i f y  d i rec t  v io lence  as  a  means
to bi inq about that structure. Thè Japanese caxoe dangerously
close in Kokutai no honoi (Fundanentals of our National Policy)
during the Pacif ic blar 1931-45: rrwar--should be a thing for the
b r ing ing  ou t  o f  g rea t  ha rmony ,  t ha t  i s ,  peacé - - r .  Dec i s ions  i n
such matters couÌd \ i7el l  be sealed with a beautiful tea cerenony-
In Tao Te ching we f ind the opposite: shafl,  détached countries:
I 'Though they have armor and rÀreapons nobody displays then--they
l -eave  each  o the r  i n  peace  wh i l e  t hey  g row o1d  and  d ie ' i  (No -  80 ) .

skeptic: The Pèople's Conmunes were not necèssari ly peaceful?

Memorial: Do not confuse then vrìth the Cultural Revolution. Both
china and Japan rank far below the west in attacking others. But
they could devefop the nharnonytr idea further! Any suggestion?



VI. pACIFIC- AI{ERICA., .AFRICÀ.: Ho,o ponopono, Peace Pipe and Shir
. r . hó  p^ lwnèc iFh  .hèwphne  and  Sona l i  t r ad iL ions

Menorial: we continue our travel east!,rard, leaving the Chinese
and  Japanese  t rad i t i ons  beh ind .  we  a re  Ìook ìng  fo r  t rad i t i ons
that to sone extent have been buried under western coloniaÌisn;
and they are nurnerous. tùe shall- focus on three: one fron the
P a c j f i c ,  o n e  f r o n  t h e  A Í ì e r i c a s ,  a n d  o n e  f r o n  A [ r i c a -

Skeo t i c :  Bu t  t hese  a re  p r i n i t i ve ,  a t  bes t  t rad i t i ona l  cu l t u res .
l ,ùhat can they offer in terns of peace-naking and peace cuÌture?

Menorial: The general tendency in hunan history has beèn that
wha t  re  da re  ca l l  h ighe r  c i v i l . i za t i ons ,  seden ta ry ,  u rban ized ,
a g r a r i a n  o r  i n d u s E r i a l ,  h i e r a r c h i c a l  a n d  c e n r r a l i z e d ,  a r e
highest Ín belÌ- igerence. war has much to do ra' i th terr i tory, and
the fornation of a state to adhinister that terr i tory. The BeIg
are a nation srithout a state and also lr i thout a history of war;
they might be intelesting as peace-makers in our present world-
But we shall  look at three tradit ions l^r i th terr i tory and state
no t  absen t  bu t  l ess  a r t l cu la ted ,  and  s ta r t  w i th  Po lvnes ia :

Menor i  a l  : Ho'o ponopono: The confl ict rèsolution circle
A  r a n  i s  a t  s l e e p  i n  h i s  n i c e  h o n e .  T h e r e  a r e  s o n e  n o i s e s ,  h e
gets up, catches a young boy on his r,ray out of the windorr, r,r i th
some noney- The police arrives, they know the young boy: trThree
s t r i kes  and  you  a re  ou t ' r .  Bu t  t he  p lace  i s  Hawa i ' i ,  n i t h  a  r i ch
t rad i t i on  conb in ing  res to ra t i on ,  reconc i l i a t i on ,  and  con f l l c t
resoÌution, the ho'o ponopono (sett inq very straight) ' ;  knoetn to
the white ov,rner of the violated house. He looks at the boy, the
tq ren ty  yea rs  i n  p r i son ,  and  te l l s  t he  po l i cè  I ' Le t  ne  hand le  i t " .
T r -  1 - F - h c h i r À c  t h . f  r h ó  h ^ v ' c  c i c r - 6 r  ì c  i l l  t h ó  l 2 h ì l- - . . - l y  l s  t o o
poor  to  pay  fo r  i ned i c ine .  Eve ry  Ì i t t l e  do l l a r  coun ts -

Ho 'o  ponopono  i s  o rgan ized .  The  man 's  fan i f y ,  ne ighbors ,
the young boy and his family sit  around a table. There is a
nodera to r ,  t he  "w ise  nan r ' ,  no t  f ron  thè  fan i  l  i es /ne ighbors .

fou r  s tages  now s ta r t  ope ra t i ng  i n  t h i s  con f l i c t  c i r c l e .
F i r s t ,  each  one  i s  encouragèd  s incé re l y  t o  p resen t  h i s /he r

version; why it  happened, ho\^r, and \that would be the appropriate
reaction. The young boy's cause j-s questioned, but even ìf i t  is
accepted, h.is rnethod is not accepted- Evèrybody accepts sone
par t  o f  t he  respons ib i l i t y ,  no t  on fy  the  boy ,  l i ke  be ing  s t i ngy .

c à - ^ h ^  < i h - a r ó  : h ^ 1 ^ ^ i ó c  ì r ó  + h 6 h  ^ f l 6 r ó ^  r h À  : - - ó n l - ó . 1  .

forgìveness is denanded and offered.
Third, the young boy has to nake up for the violation by

dolng free garden work for sone t ime. The r. ich man and the
neighbors agree to contribute to the family's nedical expenses.

Fourth, in the end the story of the burglary is writ ten up
in  a  way  accep tab le  to  a l l ;  and  tha t  shee t  o f  paper  i s  t hen
burn t ;  synbo l i z i ng  the  end  to  the  bu rg la ry .  Bu t  no t  t o  t he
afterÌnath, the construction of a new relation among a1l of then.

skeo t i c :  Too  beau t i f u l  t o  be  t rue !  I  am a t t rac ted  by  the  ìdea
that they alf share responsibi l i ty, and that the good thing you
did not do counts as nuch as the bad thinq yoÌr did. But: how
about hypocrj-sy? It is so verbafl And heavy crihes l ike murder?

MeÍìorial i  Inportant points; but then no nethod is perfect. what
ma t te rs  i s  a  r i ch  va r jecy  o f  pe rspec t j ves ,  l . r ad i l - i ons -



Memor la l : The Peace Pipè: The confl ict resolution svmbol
Th is  i s  no t  abou t  t he  spec i f i cs  o f  con f l i c t  reso lu t i on ,  o r  abou t
reconc i l i a t i on ,  bu t  abou t  t he  genera f ,  ì t nde r l y ing  pa t te rn  o f
behavior: nonviolence. Flon nonviolence and the peace pipe
synbo l i sn  o f  t oge the rness  reso lu t i on / reconc i l i a t i on  w j . l l  f l ow :

Í l , le have a council  of 44 peace chiefs - insti tuted by SeTeet
Med ic ine ,  ou r  cu l tu re ,s  he ro .  -  They  were  no t  t o  engage  in  any
quarrels wÍthin the tr ibe regardLess of r^rhether their fal l l i l ies
or chi ldren were lnvolved. They vJere not to enqagè thenselves
in  any  fo rce  o r  v io lence ,  even  i f  t he i r  son  was  k i l l ed  r i gh t  i n
f ron t  o f  t he i r  t ee -pee .  You  a re  to  do  no lh ing  bu t  t ake  you r
h i F ó  i h ^  c - ^ L -  n ó r  t à k è  r è w è h d é  c è i n î  d  c h i e l
ac tua l l y  i s  a  way  o f  l i f e .  -  The  ch ie f , s  home becomes  a  k ind  o f
sanctuary /where/ tr ibal mehbers can be safe-- One of cne norè
tradit ional ways of practicibg nonviolence is for the chiefs to
meet together in naking peace-/aìd/ ult inateLy have the ri tual
o f  snok ing  a  p ipe  ( ca r r i ed  t ì y  t he  fou r  p r i nc ipa t  ch ie f s  )
together ra' i th the adversary.- îhe chiefs nediate disputes. The
ch ie fs  don ' t  t ake  s ides -  / t hey  a re /  t he  peacenakers . -  R i tua ì -
tends to unìte us so that we can think- hrith one rnind, one
heart. - Everyone has a r ight to ta1k. No one ìs interrupted and
ve  ta Ì k  a round  the  c i r c Ìe  un t i l  we  a re  f i n i shed .

Skeotic: You nean they are just sit t ing there passing a pipe?

Merno r ia l :  Tha t  p ipe  becones  a  un i f y i ng  t i e ,  a  ma te r ia l i zed
pronise, I assume; maybe even beyond the way we celebrate a
docunent signed and sealed by al1 the part ies. In short: a zone
of peace at the top of society, with the Ìeaders being hodels of
nonviolence to be emulated bv the rest. '  tùe move on, to Africa:

Menor ia f : Shir: The confl ict resotution narket
'rA traditìonal confl ict resolution structure that brings
together al1 the nature men in the cÌans involved in a confl ict.
l , ionen, chi ldren and young hot-blooded !ùal. l . iors are excluded.
Men lounge undel the thorn trees during the hot, dry day. They
chat and drink tea. îhey also spend long hours chekring qat, the
mi ld l y  euphor i c  d ruq  g rown  in  the  Horn  o f  A f r i ca ,  snok ing ,
greeting each other, del ighting in the pleasure of meeting otd
f r i ends  -  o r  o ld  foes .  -  A t  some po in t ,  t h ings  r ^ ' i l Ì  j e l l .  The
varlous pieces that tnake up the main issue for lrhich the shir
was  ca f l ed  w i l l  f a l l  i n to  p lace  because  a  soc ia f  c l i ha te
conducive to a soÌution wil l  have sÌowly energed. The result
l^r i l l  be proper peace-a peace fè1t fron the inside-a peace that
wil l  have nothing in connon with the quj-ck-f ix conferences in
air-condit ioned hoteÌs in Addis Ababa organized by the UN--r.

Skeptici But the rnarket is where you go to get a good deal:

l lenorial: Preciselyl ConfLict resolution has been hitched on to
an ofd insti tut ions in hunan history, the market, based on
exchanqe  fo r  nu tua l  bene f i t :  I  g i ve ,  you  g i ve  (do  u t  des ,  I  g i ve
so  tha t  you  g i ve ) ,  and  the  p r i nc ip le  o f  eoua l  exchange ,  equ i t y
(quid pro ouo). A. thinks B ov,/es hin X, B does Dot agree but
th.inks A olres hi l l l  Y, vety far fron A,s idea. They may agree
that x=Y and sett le on that basis. or they bring in C who has a
g r ievance ,  Z ,  w i th  bo th  o f  t hen .  Or ,  A  w i th  B ,  B  w i th  C ,  C  k ' i t h
A ,  Í Ì u l t i / b i - l a te ra Ì .  The  ha rke t  i s  a  power fu l  mode f .



Skep t i c :  Bu t  doesn ' t  t ha t  f os te r  a  ve ry  ca l cu fa t i ng  sp i r i t ,  and
above  a l l ,  how can  I  ge t  t he  be t te r  dea l?

MenqILa!: You. nay be thinking of contenporaty capital ist
na rke ts ,  essen t i a l l y  a i rn ing  a t  cap i ta l  accunu Ìa t i on ,  anà  na in l y
rn the pockets of those who have aÌreaaly capi.taf .  tradit ional
markets may have been Ìnore concernèd wrth preserving everybody.
A hunter gets a good catch, shares with everybodv - but unaler
the assunption that when somebody else gets a éood catch he wil l
a l so  sha re .  The  con f l i c t  na rke ts  a ihs  a t  con t l i c t  ! èso lu t i on
accumufa t i on ,  bu t  reso lu t i on  by  de f i n i t i on  has  to  be  sha red .

Menorlal: These three are exampÌes of the enorroous vatiety of
l r unan  exper ience  o f  roo t i ng  peace  cu l tu re  i n  con f Ì i c t  reso lu t i on
cuìture. Confl icts there !r i11 alnays be, but tel l  Ì ìe hor^, vou
ha  " ì  v "u  ha "e l  

-  
r r

you  hand le  thén  w i th  v io lence ,  l i ke  due ls  a t  t he  i na i v idua l ,  and
ba t t l es  a t  t he  co l l ec t i ve  Ìeve1s ,  you  do  no t  have  peace ;  i f  you
handle then nonviolently you nay in addit ion avoid the vioteice
that f lows fron unresolved confl icts anal unrevenged violence.

Skep t i c :  I  see  tha t  po in t .  The re  i s  a  1o t  o f  qu ie t  t aLk
a round  the  tab Ìe ,  i n  t he  teepee ,  i n  t he  Í ì a rke t -p lace .  i he  ne thod
is  essen t i a l l y  ve rba l .  î hey  ta1k ,  i n te rac t ,  exòha . ,ge  t i 11  the re
rs  sone  k ind  o f  f ee l i ng  o f  f i t ,  sone  t r c Ì i ck r .  Bu t  I  an  n i ss ing
the hore posit ive aspect of peace, sonethinq t ike iust relationa
to  s la r t  w j th ,  so  t ' ha t  such  s i t ua t  i ons  do  no r  a r i se .

Mernorial: Maybe those retations are createal throuqh ho,oponopono by sett ing thenì ' istraightr?

Skeptic: Do they always have to have a crisis before things can
be set straight? Hawaiian society was very vert ical, Ìrìuch po\rer
to  the  a l i ' i ,  ch ie f s ,  t o  nen  ove r  women .  Maybe  thaL  wds  wny
they had to straighten out sonething al l  the t ine-

Menorial: Hor^r about the Somali approach?

Skep t i c :  They  a l l  b r i ng  con f l i c t ,  goods  and  w i l t i ngness  Lo  seek
so Ìu t i ons  to  the  marke t -p lace .  Then  they  exchang l ,  i n  pa i r s ,
E r lp res  o r  no re  conp lex  geone t r i es .  Bu t  i t  canno t  ooss ib l v
a l r ^ rays  be  equ i tab le?  A  i s  hun t i ng  down  a  ca t t l e  t h ie f ;  B  i s ;
nu rde re r ,  C  i s  t he  l ove r  o f  h i s  r ^ r i f e  -  -  - -

Menorial: fhèy could thror,ù in conventional goods, combining the
ordinary Ìrarket lr i th Èhe extraordlnary confl ict narket.

skeptic: That brings in nuch fÌexibi l i ty. But ho\,r abou!
pos i t i ve  peace?  Aga in  I  a tn  l n i ss ing  tha t  aspec t .  I t  i s  no t  good
enough to have a f ire brigade corìe each t ine there is a f ire.
Even  be t te r  v /ou ld  be  ca re  l r i t h  f i r e ,  f i r e_p roo f  houses ,  e t c .

Menor ia l :  We l l ,  dea r  V i s i t o i ,  r rha t  do  you  th ink?  Any th ing  you
persona l l y  can  l ea rn  fo t  you r  pe rsona l  l i f e ,  i n  you r  i am i l y ,  i n
your neighborhood, froh these three perspectives_ on peace?
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VII. PÉACE CULTt R-ES ARoUlfD fHE woRLD: sU }lÀ,RY At{D CONCLUSIoN

skèptic: I  an now confused. I faj" l- to get the nessage ìf theÌe
is any. tùhat happened to peace culturé i f  there ever was one?

l,fenorial: l^Ihy should there be just one? Look at these cultures:
lre have different foods and eat differently, lJe have different
ideas of love, and we nake love (sonerrhat) differently, l ' lhy not
also have differènt ideas of peace, and nake peace diffèraently?
And then we learn fróm each other, and conbine the best ideas.
Thus, in Japanese hotels they used to have one room for Japanese
and one for western breakfast- But novr tend tonard one roon
where people can make their own conbi breakfast of both d.ishes.

skeptic: But how can !/e combine peaces? You cannot even say the
vrord in plural, i t  becones so strange! I an even more confused.

U.e4ada!: so let us use a nore universal language, geometrv:

EUROPE,
secular:
Balance of oogrer
Ru le  o f  Man ,  Law

EUROPE,
christ ian:
so f t :  aqaoe
Hard :  be l fum ius tun

WEST ASIA:
sha lom.  Sa  l a  ' an
so f t :  t he  whee l
Hard :  t he  Py ran id

SO{IIÍI ASIA:
The sanoha wheel
Shant i  / .ÀhÌnsa
both soft

EAST ASIA.|
Harmonv bv the wheel
Harnony bv sini lari ty
Both soft a!!l hard

PACIFIC-AXMICAS-
AFRICA: E9_:p__p!q!9l9
^ ó r ^ ó  h i  ^ ò  c h i  r

Sof t :  the t ' lheel

etvDes for Peace: vercrca-L , Drg
the hierarchic Rule from above, of l{an, or of Law; tt ìe wheel for
the  snaL le r ,  t i gh t ,  equa l  exchange ;  t he  S l rhne t r v ,  l i kè  the
carden of Versail Ìes for balance of polter; the S.! l t  for the
nonviolence radiating frorn inner peace, and the chinese boxes of
harmony based on self-similari ty, fron nicro to nacro levels.

skeptic: Abstract. can you say it  again, in sone other i . tords?

Menorial: The Nela_Ic.ql_Lq peace by a Prince/Labmaker; thè si lent
pèace by groups of ordinary hunans, or countries; the !LLX9.lt :
Brezhnev sulnmit nègotiated peace, the candhian peace as process,
not only outcone; the anon)rmous peace as buil t- in harmony.



DIATOGUE OF CIVILIZATIONS

UenA!-],a!: I f  we assume that culture tel ls us 'rhat is good/bad,
beau t i f u l / ug1y ,  sac red /p ro fane ,  r i gh t / r . t r ong ,  t rue / fa l se ,  t hen  a
peace cuÌturè nould define peace as good/beauti ful/sacred/holy;
peace action as r ight, and the thes-is I 'peace is attainable by
peaceful mèans[ as true. A rvar cuÌture would glol i fy nar and
talk about just war and holy war, ki l l ing in l^tar as r ighteous
duty and "peace is attalnabfe, but by vioÌent means" as t lue.
western civi l ization is probably closer to the latter, because
our deep cuÌture steers our choice between peace and war culture

skep t i c :  I sn ' t  o rd ina ry  cu l tu re  deep ,  and  conp lex ,  enough?

Men ìo r ia l :  Deep  cu l tu re  i s  s imp le ,  even  s inp l i s t i c .  Loca ted  i n
our col lectively shareal subconscious it  does not benefit  fron
consc ious ,  vè rba l  e l -abo ra t i on .  I t  i s  a  se t  o f  p r i no rd ia Ì  i deas
that coÌ0e to us via myths, museums, curricula in hj.story and
cu l tu re ,  na t i ona l  an thèhs  and  l cons ,  ca lendars ,  a rch i tec tu re ,
use  o f  space .  I n  sho r t ,  t h ings  we  sha re ,  t ac i t  f t essaoes ,  no t
directly observable, but steering our thought, speech, actlon.

skep t i c :  Bu t  doesn ' t  t h i s  l ead  to  s te reo types  abou t  a  peop le?

Ueltql ia!: Perhaps about the culture. A deep culture is a set
of hypotheses to be testéd, Ìnuch l ike a psychologist t tould test
hypotheses about deep personali ty. But people internalize this
deep  cu l tu re  more  o r  f ess .  The  na t i on ' s  cap i ta l  i s  o f ten  dénse ,
maybe nen are nore leceptive than wohen, etc, A nation's leader
would incur great r isks acting, speaking against deep culture.
Deep cuÌture can be left unart iculatèd, but never contradicted.

ILI.SIL hypothesis: @
-representative, on behalf of the nation;
-surroundéd by complexitv, with good argunents pro and con;
-rnade aluring a crisis, with great l isks and opportunit ies;
-made under t i Ìne pressure, there is U.f.gC.!gfl ;  and made
-under pressure for consensus ahong leaders and rr i th the nation.
ProtÌ lehs of peace and war whips the nation into one person.

s€ea!t!!  hypothesis: knovting deep culture mav be l ibèratins.

Skeo t i c :  Bu t  t h i s  i s  a1L  fo l Ì r ,  no t  t he  con ten t  o f  deep  cu l tu re !

Menorial: oK, here lre go, i t i th a l ist of what to look out for:

T IME draÌI la/up-dokrn, cr is ls
^ ^ - a . r i  c o  ^ r  h o ì  l

snaller ups-dov/ns both

SPACE pyramid/star i  vert icaÌ
dua l  i s t :  se l f  vs  O the r

c i r c le :  ho r i  zon ta Ì
non is t :  Se l f  &  o the r

both

I<NOwL-
ÈDGX

contradict ion:error
SeÌf=cood other=Evi I

dialectic/hol i  st i .c
sel f=other:Good&Bad

both

HISîORY Struggle cod vs Satan
war / l7erc,, peace/saint

the vJork of people
ordinary peopÌe

both

CHOSEN by  cod ,  excep t i ona l cod  i ós ide  us  a l Ì both

MEMORY traunas and glories past is processed both

CONFLICT vrinning, using power coÌnprohise/transcend withdraw



skeptic:The f lrst colul l ln predisposes for v/ar, the second for peace?

Memor ia l :  Yes ,  and  the  th i rd  can  go  e i t he r  way ;  l ooks  to le ran t  bu l
nay aÌso easj. ly be corrupted. Both_and nay also néan neither_nor'

Skep t i c :  B ì r t  i sn , t  t h i s  schene  in  i t se l f  a  case  o f  Wes te rn  dua l i sn?

Memor ia l :  t ' ùe l l ,  t he  buddh is t  bo th -and  w ì th  ne i the r -no r ,  i s  t he re ,
Jna tne daoist peace-in-war and !ùar-in-peace is actually also there'

The f irst coluÌìn port lays a civi l ization l iving in drana, make

i t  o r  b reak  i t ;  a lways  l t r i v i ng  to  p lace  i t se l f  i n  Èhe  cen té r ,  a t  t he

top ,  o rg "n i z ing  the  res t  o f  t he  l t o r l d  as  i n fe r i o r  and  pe r iphe ra l ,
"rràn ="éittg them as evi l .  rhey are low on anbiguity--you are either

for nle or àgainst me__and see history as a struggle betvteen God and
satan. Thet thenselves are chosen by a God that changes nanes al l

the t ine--l lke God=Dehocracy+Iree l i larket--and hence above the lait-
They have suffered deep traumas and enjoyed high gloryt and have the

rigirt,  even the duty, !a,, j4ln, beinq the carrier.o! t f . Iat nuch Îruth'
a  ó1ear  rec ipe  fo r :  wa r ,  genoc ide ,  i npe r ia l i sm,  h i t l e r i sm,  s ta l i n i sn '
But there is also a hidden recipe for peace by peaceful neans' one
day the nane for God may becone Peace, in the nonviolent sense'

skeptic: what would bring that about?

Memor ia l :  f h i s  i s  w r i t t en  12  March  2oo0 ,  a  h i s to r i c  da te .  The  Pope
n .= -apo fog i zea  fo r  t he  v io lence  o f  t he  Ca tho l i c  chu rch ;  a  he lo i c ,
salntiy aót; a switch from a hard to a soft christ ianity'  what
broughl i t  about? Insight in their ovrn bell igerent deep culture'

aybé the sane wil l  happen to othèr naior carriers of that culture?

skeotic: Where is the v,tar in the peace of that second column?

Menor ia l :  rmag ine  the  co lunn  as  a  pe rson :  nuch  roo re  p leasan t ,
probally a lady, not the stern, strong lord of the f irst colunn I
i ' fore oriental, Iess occidental, neaning accidental, to many' îhere is

somè t ru th  to  Man :woman  =  Occ iden t :Or ien t  =  war :Peace  as  a  ru le  o f
thunb, \.r i th alnost equally many exceptions. But the quéstion is

whether Peacè is strong énough not to be seduced by a HerÒ of I ' far who
says that i tar is actually peace. There is also the temptation to

beàome a saint of peacet inspii lnq, but al 'so standing . in the way of
n i l l i ons ,  b iL l i ons  who  wan t  peace  and  wou ld  l i ke  to  work  fo r  peace ,

bu t  f a l l  sho r t  o f  sa in t l y  s ta tus .  occ iden ta l  c i v i l i za t i on  i s  a  cu l t
of the strong individual; obsessed lt i th or\deIl 's Eneny of the Peopfe
I  saddan  Husse in ,  s lobodan  M i losev ie  r i gh t  now) ,  eu fog i z ing  Gandh i ,
but r,ùithout learning anything froh hiro. Thè second cofumn nay be too
tolerant, not wishy-washy l ike the third, but too veak' There is a

tremendous potentiaL fof peace lrhen taken seriously. But peace is

hard work, based on knovJledge, ski l ls, conpassion, perseverance '

skeptic: The second cofuÌìn is a good as forn, but short on content?

Menor ia l :  Yes ,  and  th i s  i s  where  the  a l i a logue  en te rs '  I f  !Ùe  ca lL
then Hard and sófl,  the Hard-soft dialogue nay soften the Hard and
strengthen the soft. The soft-soft dialogue wil l  enrich them' The
Itard-Hard dialogue nay end with L'ar, both \tanting to be lhc center'
But i t  nay also lèad to joint domination for lbglf ioint peace, from
the top dòwn, from center to periphery. This is what \de have today'
Hunanity shouÌd be able to do better. The dialogues havè to con' lnue'
And soft has to be better prepared, with nore concrete ans!/ers '



Skeptic: But this afl  sounds l ike crude building bfocs fron the
h is to r . y  o f  i deas -  where  i s  t he  ac t l on?

l,fenorial: They have to be crude for the subconscious of ni l l ions of
people to be accoimodated. They are building blocs, perhaps written
in the universal language of structures, oeornetrv. curves it i th I 'arger
and smaÌler anpli tudes may correspond to rÌale and fehaÌe sexuaLity.
stars and pyraÌnids/wheels and circles are !ùays of orqanizing physical
and  soc ia l  space .  The  b i l a te ra l  oppos i t i on  o f  f o rces  a re  found  i n
representations of synmetry. The outside/inside dist inction is used
to locate God and satan: above and below for transcendent God/satan;
inside for codlsatan innanent. "God inside us aÌlrr rèads lÌke pèace.

And, a very basic idea exprèssed in the postmodern geonetry of
fractals, chaos: gqLC:s-l l i le4i iEy, the idea of Chinese boxes, the
Russian matrushka. open a structure and f ind i t  repl icated on the
inside, open that one and f ind the sarDe. Organize your mental ideas
with axiorns at the top and chains of deduction to Ioe/er level ideas,
project the pyranid outltard and organize society, l torld the same !ùay.

Skep t i c :  wha t  comes  f i r s t ,  hen ta l ,  soc ia Ì  o r  wor ld  o rgan iza t i on?

Menorial: Less ihportant. uaybe pyrahid, or irheeÌ, cones f irst? But
the collectlvely shared nenÌory of trauna and gfory certainly matters.
The 'r lessons of history" are used to shape or justi fy our crude
bu i l d ing  b locs ,  a t  t he  pe rsona l ,  soc ia l ,  wo r ld  l eve Ìs .  And  tha t  i s
vrhere confl ict enters: hovr do 97e handle confl ict: inconDatible qoals.

I want sornething, you want sonething, we cannot both have it .  There
are essential ly four r,tays outr victorv of one party over the other
(by force or threat, by bribèry/corruption, by persuasion including
la ! r ,  o r  by  cha r i sna ,  t he r rg i f t  o f  t hè  Ho ly  Sp i r i t " ) ;  n i t hd ra r , ra l ,  t hey
stop pursuing the goals comprornise, ofÈen unsatisfactory to both; or
transcendencè, they transform the confl icÈ, go beyond, to sonethÍng
satlsfactory to both . ln a context of cónplexity, crisis and urgency
deep culture decides the appropach to confl ict. since Írorld history
has traumatized so nany nations; col l-ective nenory is often invoked.

skeptic: And the three colunns produce thrèè confl ict styfes?

l,Ienorial: The f irst colunn predisposes for winning, prevail ing over
o the r  by  l he  ne thods  nen t i oned .  The  pe rson ,  o !  na t i on ,  o r  reg ion ,
sees itself as chosen by higher forces, èxcèptj.ona1, abowe al l  laq/s,
confronting Evil /pure hatred, !* ' i th one goal: destruction. To give Ín
to  Ev i f ,  l e t  a lone  l os j . ng ,  opens  fo l  apoca lyps i s .  l ' l o r se  s t i l l :  t o
lose r0eans that God has nithdrawn the nandate; to tùin reconfirns our
chosenness as instrunents of God, History, Justice. Much is at stake.
Each confl ict is a cosmic drana lt i th godliness bestowed on the wlnner

The second column harbors quiet drana: peopÌe struggling to f ind
r^rays out, without prevail ing upon each other. confl icts are problents
to be solved, not rarv haterial for aggrandìzehent. l ' le are entit led to
have goals but aÌso the duty to search for acceptable and sustainable
comprornise or transcendence. Be arrtarè of, and process, lndividual and
collective bègslagc of traurna/glory; don't let i t  steer youl And:
wasudaiva kuttuhbakan, the world is ny fanily, we are in Ít  together-

The  th i rd  co lunn ,  r t a l i an  and  Ind ian  deep  cu l tu re? ,  p red i sposes
for postponenent, vithdraútal, naybe because it  is too conplex.

Skeptic: There is a l imit to cohptexj.ty, even for peace?

Uela!:e!: There is a l init  to what we can process, even for peace.



APPROACHES TO PE.ACE

Ug&ffe!: ! ' le have skimned the surface of the vast reservoir of
peace ideas in hutnan cultures, There is nuch more in the
corners of norld space and in the layers of human history. Each
society, comnrunity, fani ly, person has rrays of being peacefuÌ by
peaceful Ìneans, but they also often have ùays of bej.ng violent.
our concern is to t i l t  the balance in favor of peace' we want
peace cultures to be dohinant cultules, as sinple as that.

skeotic: Another word for h'hat you just said is bÌa-bla-bla.

UClaflaf: Agree. The point nov, is to give Ít concrete content.
There must be things people can do at hone, at school, at work,
betvreen generations, gènders anal races and cÌasses; nations and
c i v j l i z a t i o n s ,  b e t w e e n  s t a t e s  a n d  r e g i o n s .

So let us have a look at peacè as qeonetrv again- And let
us focus on the worÌd as a q7ho1e, dlvided into, say 200 states
and  2 ,oo0  na t i ons - -w i th  coun t l ess  i n te r - s ta te  and  i n te r -na t i on
con f l i c t s ,  no t  t o  men t ion  con f l i c t s  be tween  na t i ons  and  s ta tes .

The two Europès and tùest Asia have one idea in conmon: the
hierarchv, the pylaa;!1. Essentially it is peeee--ts!--a!aYe,
srhether frorn a big power, a concert óf big powers, or fron sorÌe
central authority. Let us cal l  i t  grlobal oovernance, based on
global architecture. Regional versions Ìnay produce peace anong
menbers, but be against non-nentrers. l ' fe want lvorld peace.

S -kcp l i c :  You  a re  th ink ing  o f  t he  European  Un ion?

Ue.!a4a!: The point is the ahbiquity. Peace between Germany
and France is beautiful;  the inabil i ty to do the sane !,t i th
Orthodox/Slavic and Muslim Europe less so. But 1et us continue-

tùe feave out baÌance of power because it  st irnulates arns
races that easily lead to vars, and because it  is based on the
th rea t  o f  d i rec t  v io lence ,  no t  on  peace fu Ì  means .  A  s im j - Ia r
objection for the pyrarnid: i t  is based on structural violence.

Skeptic: You throer i t  out, then?

UC4qIie!: we cannot do without. Sone big is necessarv. But we
pick up the counterpoint to thè pyrari id, the h'heel, found in
f i ve  cu l tu ra l  spaces ,  as  peace  f ron  be low '  s lna l l  i s  beau t i f u l ,
inspir ing the search for alternativè peace structures. And then
we v/ould certainly add thè shanti-ahinsa conbination fron south
Asia: the source of peace is inside you, i ts expression is
nonviolence, rdbich nakes uar aboli t ion a realist j .c t l topia. And
we pick up the idea of confÌ ict transfornation, ir i th East Asian
harnony as outcome, ho'o ponopono-shÍr-peace pipe as process.

skep t i c :  Don ' t  you  Ìose  a  fo t  o f  de ta i l  when  you  do  th i s?

Memorial: certainly. But there is some vallre in having a short
ì ist of six approaches, for quick reference. They even divide
into t\^/o groups: qlobal qovernance, \tar aboli t ion and gaìlqXlqL
ttansfornation are nore fani. l iar; nonviolencè, Deace structures
and peeegful luleg perhaps nore unfanil iar and challenging. so
let us proceed vrith then in that order, f lori  the fanil iar to the
unfaÌî i l lar. The task now is to use these general ideas and
forns to generate concrete content. Dear visitor: I{ove on!
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ì,IerioriaÌ: Viol-ence and l^/ar are about power, thè power to force,
to  coe rce ,  by  ha r Í r i ng  and  hu r t i ng .  Peace ,  be ing  po l i t i cs ,  i s
also about po\tèr, reducing force to a ninihun, using soft
poli t ical, econordic and cultural power instead. wars are
t rad i t i ona l l y  t he  p re rog ra t i ve  o f  s ta tes .  Peace ,  l i ke  v io Ìence ,
knokrs no l inj-ts as to actors rtho could be the carriers of peace.

Skeptic: But the world is essential ly a systen of states.
Except for sone that do not have arnies they are prepared for
\Àrar. How can you possìbly tane thern when the UN cannot?

Menorial: states are important, but they are not the only
global cit izens. There are i  nter-governmentaÌ orqanízations
(IGOS); the nost important bej.ng the United Nations system,
today overshado'red by the only renaining superpowel and rivals.
There are the transnational corporations (TNcs) whose peace
potential nobody has really tapped. The poli t ical left are
afraid of touching theh, and the poli t ical r ight think they do
best when left to thenselves as "narket forces". And then there
a re  dones t i c  and  g loba l  c i v i l  soc ie t y ,  essen t i a l l y  cons i s t i dg  o f
non-oovernnental organizations (NGos), local authorit ies (I-As;
( c i t i es ,  t o l t ns ,  nun ic ipa l i t i es )  and  j us t  peop le  and  the i r
netrrorks of aff lnity and vicinity. with the exceptión of some
IGOS knoqtn as al l iances, and some dorÍestic NGos knoùn as nations
or I 'ethnic groupsr',  these global cit izens do not carry a! 'r0s.
They may corîpete, even be nasty, but they do not k. i l l .  NGOS
1j.ke Aftnestv InternationaÌ, Greenpeace and Médecins sans
frontièrès are today seen as najor sources of moral. authority,
far above governruenÈs and churches. Global governance, thèn
becomès a question of joint governance by state and non-state.

skebtic: That sounds l ike a recipe for chaos, not governance.

Memorial: we couÌd strengthen the united Nations by reducing
state pov,/er and increasing non-state power. The veto power is
a rel ic of feudal t ihes and wiII disappear, sooner or later. Thè
uN General A.ssèribly, UNGA, coufd becohè lrhat i t  actually is: The
uN Governnental Assenbly. And then there coufd be a U.Lleapl€él
Assembly (UNPA), based on frèe and secret votè in nelnber states,
of one representative for each mil l ion of inhabitants (ninímuÌn
one). A UN NGo Assenbly alrèady exists as a consultative organi
a UN Locaf Authorit ies Assenblv couìd be created, and ue couÌd
have a gNlq4aIele èssctbfy. conplex, but then the world is
conplex. Gradually the UNPA r.rould get nore poÍ/er, l ike the
European Parl ianent, The vJorld r^rould rnove toward denocratÌc
global governance; nuch nore than the sun of denocrac.ies.

skeptic: Hoir about force, you cannot leave it  out!

Mèmorial: of course there l tould be peace-keeping, -nakj.ng and
-building actors, l ike police, confl ict workers, developnent
rdorkers, hunanitarian forces, environnentaf wolkers. we could
even make it  a duty for world cit izens to serve in such forcès.
I,ùe night even get gfobal taxes to pay for this and Í laybè also
qlobal hunan riqhts as thè states gradually recede into the
background. They are already disappearj.ng as economic actors.
In short, at the end of global qovernance is a wortd governnentl



2. T{AR ABOLTTION

Menor ia l :  t 4e  a re  ta l k ing  abou t  t he  abo l i t i on  o f  a  soc ia l  ev i Ì -
Thère are two very rel-evant nodels and we are j .n the niddle of
a third. îhe t lro are the aboli t ion of slaverv (19th century),
t he  abo t i t i on  o f  co lon ia l i s Í r  (2o th  cen tu ry ) ,  and  the  th i rd  i s
the abol. i t j .on of patriarchy (21st century?). The processes are
painful for those who lose privi lege and those who struggle for
parity; but in the end l iberating for both. To aboÌish r^rar heans
nothing less than to l iberate sone fron the duty to ki1l, and
others frorn the duty to be ki l led. Heavy, bad duties, indeed.

skep t i c :  8u t  can  you  rea l l y  conpare  then ;  i sn ' t  wa r  and
violence so deeply ingrained in human nature that the only $tay
to abolish war is tó abolish hunan beings al l  together?

MemoriaÌ: Thèy used to say the same about sfavèry and
co lon ia l i sm,  and  even  the  Ìa t te r  i s  t oday  h i s to ry .  I n  ou r
efforts to nove toward a non-ki l l ing society (thè fel icitous
term by the US peace researcher Glenn Paige) capitaL punishment
as a r ight and duty of the state rdi l f  also end up in the dustbin
of history. l ,{oving toward a non-ki l l ing lrorld, etar wil l  vanish.

skeptic: But this is against the very essence of the statel?

Memorial: There are essential ly three approaches: from above,
regulating vrarfare by heans of rulès about ìus ad beÌ1un and i l lÉ
ad bello; from above by unilateral exanples; and fron below
through reslstancé, non-cooperation, conscientious objection.

skeptic: But vJe have had rules about war even before Augustinel

Memorial: Indeed, and they have also served to legit inize war.
It  gives no confort to the bereaved to knoe, that their beÌoved
ones qrerè ki l led try the UN, or by an organizatj.on of denocratic
countries- sÌavery eras not abolished by slave-owners agreeing
to softening chains and whipping; nor v,/as colonial j .sn abofished
by colonizers agréeing to standardize that insti tut ion. They
yielded to public opinion prèssureT and bought survival of that
v.r icked insti tut ion for souìe nore years by softening iÈ. Ì luch
more important was English uniÌateral aboli t ion of slave trade,
and French aboÌit ion of slavery. Gandhi offered the English an
a l te rna t i ve  to  be ing  n i l i t a r i l y  bea ten ;  w i th  Ind ia  gone  no t  on l y
Eng l i sh  co lon ia l i sn ,  bu t  co ton ia l i sn  i n  genera l ,  was  gone .

Today about 3o snall  countries and dependencies do not have
arrnles, although many of thenl have sone arrangements. l f  a big,
heavy country could be an exahple fron above, i t  irould help. But
it  also makes sense to try to s1Írn the r^rar rnachines by reducing
the inputs of natural resources, labor--both as arms workers and
as  so ld ie rs - - cap i ta l  ,  t echno logy ,  and  o f f i ce rs .  A  H ippoc ra t i c
oath cohmitt ing scientists to enhance, not to destroy l- i fe, is
also meadingful. conscientious objection 1s only one approach.

Skeptic: Hoe, about turning the war hachineries over to the UN?

Itenorial: This happened to the loca1 lrar lords in the process
of state-building. But just l ike states could becone vèry
vj.oÌent against i ts cit izens, a lrar_prone world governhent could
be dangerous. We would st i l l  need to tame that governnent!



3 - CONFLfCT TRI\NSFORI{AT ION

Menor ia l :  con f l ì c t  i s  as  hunan  as  l i f e  i t se l f .  conce ived  o f  as
contradict ion, there is only one confl. ict f lee hunan being: a
dead human being. The sane goes for societies and societiès of
soc ie t i es :  wo r ld  connun i t l ès .  con f l i c t - f ree  i s  t o  be  l i f e less .
To talk about "confÌ ict prevention" is l ike talking about 'r l i fe

prevention". what is harnful, counterproductive, unnècèssary
and avoidable is violence. rrviolence-preventionri i lakes sense.

The problem is not confl ict, but our approach. confl ict
rneans that te/o or nore goals, of the sane or different actors,
a r e  i n c o m p a t i b l e .  c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  T h a t  c a l l s  f o r  c r e a t i v i t y ,  a
úaxir iun of erùpathy vrith the actor behind that other goaÌ, and Lo
remain nonviolent. we nay nanage this aloné, in dialogue with
that other. or vte lnay have to cal l- on outsj.de actors for help.
But do not wait for violence--which always makes things !ùorse--
and do not falÌ  into the trap of confusing ceasefire and peace.

Skeptic; But isn't violencè sonetinés necessary?

Ue!a!la!: Take a hedical exanple: Èhe confl ict between savÍnq
a Ì i fe, and saving a 1eg lr ' i th gangrene. Thè Ísolution" known as
amputation kit ls the leg, and is a najor violence to thè body.
Much better would be therapy for the gangrene '  Pendinq that the
anputation/violence may be ìndispensable provided [Ì]  nonviolent
a l t e rna t i ves  have  been  t r i ed ,  [ 2 ]  t he  v io lènce  used  i s  nuch  l ess
than the violence avoided, and [3] there is no \rorship of the
anputation/violence, but continued sèarch for better soLutions,

skeptic: But l l lost people seem to kno!,r only three possibj. l i t ies:
the other side gives in, there is a conpronj.se, there is a f ight

Memorial: That is a 1ot rèlative to the nedieval tradit ion of
seeinq confl ict as opportunity to f ight--duels for indivìdua1s,
and batt les fÒr qroups--and the f ight as an opportunity to cone
higher up- Efforts to solve a confÌ ict by f inding an outcone
acceptable to al l  part ies were acts of treason conll l t i t ted by soÌte
clerqy, conmoners and wonen. As feudalisÍ l  catne to an end some
of thè nobit i ty took that spir i t  wj.th them ínto the new state-
sys ten ,  as  heads  o f  a rn ies  and  nav iès ,  and  as  fo lé ign  m in i s te rs .
Excellencies. Even today many confl icts coul-d easil .y be solved,
but certain po\ters prefer war, and beliewe in a v,tar cul"ture '

Skeptìc: How about confl ict transfornaÈion and peace culture?

Memorial: Absolutely essential for a peace culture to grow is
a variety of nonviolent altèrnatives to violence. Example: tr io
kids and one orange: what happens? They l lay f ight. But there
a re  a t  l eas t  15  o the r  ou tcones .  Mos t  peop le  i den t i f y  on l y  7 ,  8 .
The more alternatives you know, the less l ikely the vlolence.

skep t i c :  P rov ided  thè re  i s  a  w i l l  t o  avo id  v io lence -

l, fernorial: That is another and basic part of peace culture' But
the lr i l l  can increase the more attractlve the peaceful outcones.
one of the nany confl ict transfornation NGos, TRANSCEND, nakes
such proposals, based on deep dialogues tt i th the part ies. Look
at <wuw. transcend. org> to f ind out rathether they look reasonable.
rf you can come up with sonethlng better, tel l  then:



4. NOIfVIOLEXCE

Memorial: Maybe a point of departure is to remind ourselves
tha t  i f  v i o Ìence  i s  t o  hu r t  and  ha rm ì i f e - -body ,  n ind  and
spir i t--and to destroy rnatérial non-l i fe, then mininun, negatave
nònviolence is to abstain fron harming, hurt ing, destruction.
A posit ive definit ion is Gandhi 's nonviofence:Iove=truth=god '
Nonviolence then shows its other side, enhancing l i fe--body,
nind and spir i t--and constructing non-l. i fe, things, propeity.

skeptic: This sounds l ike al l  good things, a sunnum bonun,
v,/rapped together in one negative word, start ing with non?

Memorial: The r./ord has that negative connotation, l ike non-
intervention. Many confuse this r ich concept lr i th j-maqinative

denonstrations in front of the authorit ies of state and capital.
They are extremely inportant and meant a lot in i Ì Iportant cases
that made a major difference in the second half of 20th century:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
a
9
1 0

rn al l  of then public space--p1azas, roads, streets--v/ere nafor
ba t t f e - f i e lds ,  bu t  no t  i n  t he  European  t rad i t i on  as  ba r r l cades ,
as burning of cars and t ires, as tèargas, Èhro!^tÍng of stonès.

Skeptic: But i f  public space manifestations are so cr\rciaÌ, why
are you complaining about confusion and narrow approaches?

Mehor ia l :  Nonv io fence  shou Ìd  no t  on l y  be  ac t i on ,  bu t  a l so  i n
specqb, using lanquage, incÌuding body Language, that does not
hurt and harm is irnportant, part icuÌarly in the special space
around the negotiat ion table. Rèspect for other, empathy, can
be conbined k' i th verbal nonviolence in efforts to identify the
strong points of other, not to expÌoit his weak points. Gandhi
even helped his opponent fornulate his v. iel^t. Nonviolence of the
thouqht enters here, thè nost diff icult of them aÌ1: nol hating,
not nourishing the anger that eats up yotÌ i  heart. Nonviolence
covers afl  hurnan activity j .n general, and poli t ical action in
pa r t i cu la l ,  a lways  denand ing  Ìove ,  respec t ,  pos i t i ve  ac t i on .

skeptic: But that is very different fron hovr poli t ics is done!

ì {èmor ia l :  Po l i t i cs  as  we  know i t  i s  p ro found Ìy  advè rsa r ia Ì .  l t
nay be nonviolent in action, but certainly not in vJords, l ike in
the verbal violence of the débate - a velbal duèl ained at the
weak spots in other. Not lnuch love in the thoughts either - -

skeotic: But that neans that nonviolence is very dènanding!?

MerioriaÌ: You sa.id i t .  But high ideaÌs never harhed anyone.

the f iberation of arrested Jevrs in Berl in, February 1943
candhi 's sraraj campaign in Indiat lndependence fron 1947
lr lart in Luther King Jr. 's canpaign in the Us south fron 1956
the anti-viét Nan nar Ìnovenent, inside and outside vièt Nam
the Buenos Aires Plaza de lîayo mothers against the hi l i tary
the  ' iPeop le ' s  Power i '  novenen t  i n  t he  Ph i l i pp ines ,  l 9a6
the Children's Power novement in South Africa, fron 198
thè  i n t i f adah  movenen t  i n  occup ied  Pa les t i ne ,  f ron  1987
the denocracy noverùent Beij ing, spring 1989

I the solidarnoéó/DDR rnovehents v,/hich ended the cold l 'ùar



5. PÉ.ÀCE SIRUC]IURES

Menorial: Structures are patterns of interaction. They refer to
behavior and are externaÌ to us huÌìan beings. we Ì ive inside
then. They are often strongly enforced by insti tut ionalization.
try to change traff ic rules and you r.r i I l  see what happens in
tèrns of sanctions frorn the outside. They are robust relative
to the preceding four approaches !ùhich are Ììore l ike concrete
policies. fo change structures and cultures, that is radical.

SkeDtic: Radical is no guarantee that they are peace productive.

Memorial: Agree. The change from I 'capital isn't to I 'social isnl in
fthat became the Soviet Union rr/as no doubt radical, but not peace
productive. The theory qras that capital ist states go to war t.o
secure resources and narkèts, no doubt a factor. But states also
9o to war to enforce the t 'socj-al isrnrr of neighboring countries.

Skeo t i c :  Soc ia l i sm was  no t  t he  doo r  key  to  the  Rea lm o f  Peace .
Hou  abou t  denoc ra t i c ,  no t  au toc ra t i c ;  c i v i l i an ,  no t  n i l i t a r i s t ;
part icipatory, not authoritarian; gender parity, not patriarchy?

llenorial: The point is probably that each factor, including
social isÍI,  has sornething peace productive. Or, take capital ism:
l inking us alÌ togèthèr with trade nay also be peace productive,
but driving us apart through exploitat ive trade is violence.

o r ,  t ake  denoc racy .  Denoc rac ies  a t tack  each  o the r  l ess ,
but why should they? Thèy are also thé rj-chest and strongest,
they rule the rdorld, better be united. Bèsides, that a country
is denocratic does not nean that the foreign po1lcy is decided
dehocratical ly and not by a sinall  el i tes. And even if  i t  were
decided democratical ly the people could bè very bell igerent.
Icivi l ian, part icipatory, gender parity" sounds good, however,
Add to that a world r0ore run by 1ocal authorit iès and NGos.

Skeptic: But wohen in charge can also be quite krelf igerentl

Ielg-fj-a-l: Maybe they were the wonen patriarchy could accept?
Maybe thèy wanted to prove that they could do anything nen
could? RÍght now, not necessariLy forever, wonén sèen to be
less r isk- and violence-prone than nèn. l lore peace-productive.

Bu t  t he re  j s  ano the r ,  ve ry  s ihp le  s t ruc tu ra l  f ac to r :  S jLZg .
Tao Te Ching, verse 80, nentions srnallness. Today there arè 30
or so countries withoul armies; they are mainly snall  but tend
to survive. Sone have defensé treatiès, sone have ni l i t ias. Bj-g
countries tnake us wonder: Hosr did they becone that big? Hovr do
they rehain that big? Do they want to become even bigger? Big
countries have big cultures, and they tènd to be very anbiguous,
always having hard peace by (very) violent neans as a teserve.
Many snaller countries, loosely l inked togethér night be better.

Skeptic: But that is the sticky point, ho!Ì do you l ink therî?

Ue!443!: By the t lro basic structures above: star and wheel,
l inking pCgp]e, I inking countries. The star genèrates resistance
further out that nay fèad to q/ar; the wheel . is better. But
there is a l init  to how many can reÌate equitabty, peaceful ly,
meaningfulÌy to each other. This is the price the EU nay havè to
pay for expansion. But, naybe we could invent sonething nèvr?



6. PEACE CI'LTURES

Ì,Iemorial: cultures are patterns of intra-action, they refer to
att i tudes, assunptions. cultures 1ivè inside us' They are often
strongly enforced by "internalizationrr. Try to act against nonns
and values you used to believe in, and see r,that happens in terl l ls
o f  bad  consc ience .  They  d i f f e r  f ron  the  peace  app roaches  o f  [ 1 ] -
l 4 l  above  and  the  a leeper  changes  o f  [ 5 ] :  t hey  touch  ou r  i den t i t y
Most people favor peace, and favor their own cultúre, and reiect
the idea that their culture is war rather than peace productive.

skeptic: rs the UNESco definit ion of peace culture threatening?

u e m o r i a l :  U N E S C O ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  a  I  i s t  o f  e i o h t  p o l i c i e s :

- nonvioìent action for confl ict resoÌution, social change
and  soc ia l  j us t i ce ;

-  h r ^ l - à - + i ^ h  r h . l  r a < ó è - l -  f ^ r  h r r h à h  r i d h f s :

- deÌnocratic pait icipatlon in governance;
- tolerance and solidarity including across conff ict Ì ines;
- sustainablè developnent;
-  è . ì , ' . ^ i - i ^h  fÒr  nèÀ .p  and  nonv io lence ;
' t he  f ree  f1ov ,  o f  sha r ing  o f  i n fo r rna t i on i
- equali ty of nen and woll len.

No doubt, making these eight natj.onal/state pollcies is already
a change of cuÌture; the last bringing in fènale deep cuìture.
A world of such states would be a morè pèaceful vrorld. And yet
we nay have to go do!ùn to the deep culture underlying policies.
Therè may be bad patterns that reproduce war and violence.

skeptic: Again a search for problemsl Is peace that diff icul ' t?

Memorial: rmagine a country f irmly believes it  is chosen by God
to bring order to the !,torld; and sees itself as exceptionaf,
beyond the laws of ordinary people and countries. That country
nay go in for peace. But i t  is l ikely to be their peace, not
peace as a product of joint efforts bringing together states and
na t ions ,  genders ,  races  and  c lassès .  Th i s  po in t  has  been  ra i sed
for human rights, not that they are !/rong but that they are
incomplete, not reflecting the values of non-Í lestern cultures.
The west tends to accuse such crit ics of being non-democratic.

or, inagine a country deeply t loubled by traunas they have
suffered, and are yearning for the gloriés of the past. or, a
country with a culture very high on dúalisn, easily seeing seff
as only good and other as bad only. I f  somebody deviates fron
their concept of peace they might react very vioÌently.

Skeptic: But such deep cultural patterns are l teIÌ protectedl

Merîorial:  Yes. But maybe
The deep cuÌture is located

can lear!ì froh Freud and Jung?
the collective subconscious. Iti n

steers the bèhavj-or of states, part icutarly úhen there is a need
for consensus and quick action. Better becone aware of such
incl inations, art iculate them, chaflenqe thern, change then.

skeptic: A sisyphus task? or q/orse, Herculean nadness?

Memorial: Nèither. One nore challenge, worthy of hunan beings.



f. APPROACHES TO PEACE: SIJI.IHARY AIID CONCLUSION

Mehorìal: Crucial for the six approaches to peace is svnergy:
do al l  of this so that thè approaches reinforce each other.
Gfobal gowernance nakes nore sense if  coÌnbined qrith a peace
culture that has the courage of examÍnj.ng deeper assunptlons; i .s
basèd on more wheel and less star/pyraÌnad structuresi spreads
the ethos of nonviolence al l  over; nakes confl ict transfornation
a part of our coÌrÌnon culture f ike f i teracy and pèrsonal hygiene;
and has war aboli t ion as a najor goal, lncluding for big powers.

skep t i c :  Bu t  i sn ' t  t h i s  l i ke  ask ing  s fave -ownèrs  and  co lon ia l
po!,rer to propaqate the culture of freedon?

ì,femoriaÌ: Sone did, and $erè then caught in the contradict ions,
l lkè after the Second world r^rar. But we need other actors, l ike:

- peace studies, to explore further al1 these conplex problens,
being free to question alÌ assunptions including their onn,
independent of governnents and of other poli t icaf actors;

- peace education, Èo spread at al.I  Ìevels of education, formal
and informaÌ--from kindergarten via universit ies to the third
cycf e--knowÌedge and ski l ls, about peace and peace policies;

- peace journalism, to focus attention on confl icts and their
transforhation and not only on violence/ltar and who wins/Ìoses;

- peace Doveúents, to translate ideas into peace poli t ics, with
NGos lobbying governrients and intergovernnental organizations in
favor of such pèacè policies as anti-personnel land niné treaty,
debt forgiveness, an international crihinal court, a clean
environnent / econonic policies that satisfy basic needs, and in
gene la Ì  i n  f avo r  o f  a l l  hunan  r i gh ts ,  i nd i v i s ib le  and  un i ve rsa l .

Skeptic: could that task si l l |ply be too big for us?

l,Iémorial: pol i t ics has beèn ca11ed the art of the possible,
rdhich is not nuch of an art. Peacè poli t ics is the art of the
inpossible, neaning what peopÌe thought lras irîpossible. Like
elihinating sìavery and colonial isrn as insti tut ions, not too
different from the task of et ininatinq war. Like ir lproving
health enormously through a heaLth culture of very concrete
ripol iciès" at the individual 1evel: brush your teeth, wash your
hands, i tatch what enters and exits fron the openings of your
bodies, exercise your body, your nind, your spir i t !  We have
been able to control, reduce, evèn él ininate a nuÌnber of
diseases, not too different frori  the task of rèducing viofence.

Take some inspiration from thè nap of Paris! îhere is the
central axis Avenue de la crande Arnée-Arc de Trionphe-Charips
Elysées. I{eanlng Paradise. But also Death. But then there arè
ten nore avenues. You guessed the nanes for peace, to lhe r ight:
Clolral Governance, Itar Abolition, Conflict transfornation; left:
Nonviolence, Peacè Structures, Peace Cultures; and as back-up:
Peace studies-Pèace nducation-Peace Journalisu-Peace xovernènts

Skeptic: I  doubt they arè going to change the nanes!

Menorial: Pèace starls in the ninds, not in the street nanes -



PE,ACE I.IOVEIi{ENTS

Mehor ia ì :  We  can  d i v ide  hodern  soc ie t y  i n  t h ree  pa r t s :  S ta te ,
Cap i ta l  and  C iv i l  soc ie t y .  The  l a t te r  a re  peop le ,  w i th  the i r
nunerous organizations by vicinity and aff inity, Mos! important
today are the c.i t ies/tovrns, or local authorit ies, LAs in
general, and the nonqovernnental oroanizations, the Nq)s. The
peace iìovenents are a part of the NGOS and as such a part of
civi l  society. But there are also LAs that ol"ganize for peace.
Durrng thè Cold war they created nuclèar-fréé city-zones, doing
at the neso-leveÌ krhat states try to do at the Ìnacro-lève].

Skeptic: Does this mean that the peace novènent is, almost by
de f i n i t i on ,  aga ins t  t he  S ta te ,  and  naybe  a l so  aga ins t  Cap i ta l?

Memorial: There is soÌoe tension. After al l ,  the State has the
nonopoly on najor Ìneans of violence, the farious ult ima ratio
regis (the Enperor,s last arqumènt). Àccording to an American
sayìng, r ' Í f  your only tool is a haruîer, al1 problehs took l ike
na i l s r r .  I t  i s  no t  t he  on l y  too l  any  l onger ,  t he  s i t ua t i on  i s
lmprovang. But the State also turns direct violence against is
own cit izens, as genocide and capital punishnent. And CapitaÌ
has a way of creating structures that deprive lorder strata of
the.ir neans of 1ivel lhood, l ike many staaes that create other
nays of inprisoning people by depriving then of freèdotD. Both
exploitat ion and repression are forns of structural violence.
The peace movenent is directed against éither forn of violence,
but r^'ould prefer to work lr i th, not against, State and Capitat.

Skébtic: I  associate peace movenents nainly wiÈh left- ldingers
narching in the streets hrith big banners, against sornethinq.

Mehorial: watch out: vrhen people turn to the streets i t  is very
often bécause there is no alternative. Thè nedia are closed to
then bécause the topic is taboo, they cannot afford rènti-ng a
neeting place, etc, Freedoh of expression and asseh.l l ly is enrpty
unless there is a pìace to express and assenble. But, given
that people have a tendency to take on a problem only i f  they
see a solution, the peace novènent has to be constructlve, l ikà
the Nobel Peace Prize holders International phvsicians fot the
Prevention of Nuclear War, Amnesty Internatìonal and Médecins
Sans Frontières, today doing constructive pèace work al l  over.

skeptic: But they are today alnost a part of the systehl?

Memorial: tùhy not? The systen is nade more huhan. Nerrr novenents
come up, often in coali t ions, to ban anti-personnèl land-nines.
fhey nay deúonstrate, advocate or lobby to chanqe State and
Capital, or do thè job nhen State/Capitai are unabÌ-e7unwiJ.Ì ing,
l ike the threé Nobel Peace prize holders and nany of the Right
Livèl ihood Award holders, the alternative nobeÌ peace prize. Or
cou rageous  i nd i v idua ls ,  t he  consc iencè  o f  t he i r  na t i on ,  Ì i ke
V ic to r  Huqo ,  En i l e  Zo Ìa ,  Jean -pau l  Sa r t re  i n  F rance .

skeptic: But these people are professionals in their f ields!

Menoriaf: And in a deÌnocracy they should relate to people in
dialogues, beinq neither on top, nor at the botton as servants.
They should be peace, not onl.y advocate peace.



PEACE EDUCÀTION

Ì,Iemorial: Pèace education is a question of pedagogy, so there
are at least three elenents involved: who teaches Eh9.n, !f ! le!:

-q rha t :  peace  =  hand l i ng  con f ì i c t s  c rea t i ve l y  and  nonv io len t l y ;
-qbg4: everybody, qre alÌ need this kind of knowfedge and ski l l ;
- !qbe: nonformal/fornal education; K, prinary/secondary/tert iary
leve Ìs ,  adu l t  educa t i on ,  con t i nued  educa t i on ,  a l l  ove r .

Skeptic: But that neans peace pedagogues behind every bush?

lefenorial: Let us proceed by analogy, trying to be pedagogical.
Building on violence:pèace = disease:heaÌth (violence relates to
peace l ike disease refates to heatth) look at health education.
Last century heaÌth education focusèd on personal body hygiene:
b rush ing  tee th ,  nash ing  hands ,  con t racep t i on ,  exè rc i se ,  d ie t s .
Then there was the social level approach: sevJage systèns,
Ìnassive inoculation, quarantine, better standards of t ivj .ng with
adequate housing and clothinq protecting the huhan body against
excessrve tenperature and hunidity, and environnental neasures.
Health education hade people see the connections bet!,reen nacro-
organisns and the ups and downs of thè j-nnune system. We did
not get èternal l i fe. But Ùe doubled the l i fe expectancy I

Skeptlc: At the expensè of Big Brother Statè steering? And, e/ho
owned al" l  that health, the indj-vidual, the conpany or the gEAÈe?
l, lho exploited healthy l ives, healthy workers, heatthy sol-diers,
ia' i th Che reproduction of l t  a1Ì guaranteed by heatthy mothers?

Ue.norial: Alf three, also according to rdho paid the bì1ts. ì , fore
recently health education took on a nore controversial aspect:
mentaf health. Like sonatic disease, mental disoralers have to
be understood very holist ical ly, not only in tèrDs of one cause.
Educating peopl.e to handle personat stress and confl ict better
is important, l ike the confl ict focus in peace education.

Skeptic: But states want patriot ic soÌdiers, not cit izens who
have been through a lot of training in confLict transformation !

Mernolial:  Patriot lsn loses much of i ts heaning when the borders
of the pqELLq, the father country, disappèar r^ri th the inpact of
globalization. Just l ike health education made the indivj.dual
more than before the haster of his/her onrn health, confl ict al ld
peace education would nake common peoplè more able to handle
con f l i c t s  r ì o re  cons ! ruc t i ve l y ,  I esJ  dés t ruc t j ve l y ,  v i o len t l y .
when confl icts are handÌed better there grif l  be less hatred and
violence because people knoÍr pèaceful aftèrnatives and becone
less nanipulable. A key peace educator, Anatot pikas in Uppsala,
uses nobbÍno, as an opening to nake everybody a Uedl-algl.

Sképtic: And the kindergarten?

l{emolial:  l . iel1, get a table vri th tvro kids, one--on.ly one--
orange, and discuss irhat happens. f,ùe havé identif ied sixteen
approaches, only obe of then violent. ceneral assunption: the
more  a l t è rna t i ves  to  v io lence ,  t he  l ess  l i ke l y  t hè  v io lence .  Bu t
th i s ,  I i ke  s to r i es  abou t  succèss fu l  con f l i c t  t r ans fo rma t ion ,  has
to  be  l ea rn t .  L i ke  hea l th ,  peace  does  no t  cone  by  i t se l f .



PEACE JOT'RNAI,ISU

skeptic: The expression I 'peace journaìisnrr sÌnacks of propaganda,
of a rì inistry instructing journalists how to v/r i te, supervising
their job perfornance. I vtant jouinalists to report facts:

l fenoriaÌ: r agree. But r,rould you react the sanle way if  soneone
special ized in health journalisn was conpetent enough not ohLy
to ask questions about èp-idenics and hunger, but also about
sewage  sys tems ,  nu t r i t i on ,  d ie t s ,  hyg iene ,  and  poss ib le  cu res?

skeotìc: But that v/ould be based on sciencel

MeÍìorial:  we also know something about peace and some knowledge
about disease, hèalth and their causes is not that sol id. The
point ls that the media report war and violence, damage to l i fe
and property but not nuch about underlying causes and what coufd
be done about l t .  t ' ihen they report about disease they also say
something about why, and i,rhat could have been done, even if  not
yet a fact. There is Uinister of Peace to j .ntèrview; often not
a !,rord about peace. The journalists have a possibi l i ty: they can
say  "he  d id  no t  nen t l on  -  - " ,  "he  d id  no t  e labo ra te [  no re  o f ten .

skeptic: But you cannot Ìet violence pass unreported; moreover,
don't reports about violencé stinulate action for peace?

Uel!qfi-a!: of coursé violence and war should be reportèd. But
then afso report the invj.sible effects of violence, l ike the
suffering of the bereaved, the destruction to the ènvironment;
the hatred accunulating tolrards the next war; the tr iumphaÌisn
of the victor, possibl.e aÌso pointing to the next !, tar; the qtar
structures and war cuÌtures that are eherginqf. But I aÌn not so
sure that this approach stirnutates peace lfore 1ikely, i t  fans
thè f lames fo! revenge o! more victory. or a feel ing of apathy,
or perverse enjo).nent, or violence pornography.

skeptic: what is nissing, then, in the usual report ing?

Menorial: Peace journalisÌn !, /orl ld focus nore on the underlylng
confl ict and what can be done about i t ,  and less on war and
vioLence anal who is the winner, as i f  v/ar $rere a football  gane.
That is aÌso a reason why they see only two part ies. Generally
speaking \tar, and violence in general, are nonuhents over
confl icts badly handÌed. Focus on the confl icts formation, ! l&
are the actors, !qbÉ!:L are their goaÌs, hQ!{ do goals clash. I ' lost
confl icts are betrdeen true and true; standard report ing of nost
media is in terns of Us and Thèn, Good and Bad. They also
confuse t l ìe confl ict fornation lt i th the confl ict arena vJhere the
v io lence  i s ,  l i ke  ex -Yugos lav ia ,  f o rge t t i ng  ex te rna Ì  poe re rs .
civi l  i .rars, i-ntra-state wars are things of the past.

skeotic: That sounds l ike turning nedj.a into acadèmic setninarsl

Ue!AI!,al:  No, the key focus is on how to sofve these confl icts,
looking for creative altèrnatives to violence, based on peace
studies, peace education and the peace movehents, in addit ion to
s ta te  and  cap i ta l .  The  j ou rna f i s t  has  to  be  a t  ho tne  i n  a l l .  The
reader / l istener/viewer should demand hore of the nediai don't to
fan  the  f l ames ,  bu t  t o  p reven t  des t ruc t i ve  f . Í r es l  ( see  shee t ) .



PE.ACE STUDIES

Skebtic: Do r,re need peace studies rrhèn vre have poli t ica.I
sc rence  and  i n te rna t i ona l  s tud ies  a t  hos t  un i ve rs i t i ès?

lFIg!:La! I First: the opposite of peace is not onty q/ar Delureen
s ta tes ,  bu t  v io lence  ac ross  a f l  hunan  d i v ides ,  f au l t - l i nes ;
humans vs _hature, betqreen genders, generations, races, cfasses,
the norhal and thè deviant as Foucauft pointed out, oeuween
nations as groups of peopÌe of thè same cuiture and terri torial
attachnént, and, of coursè, between states. peace studies covers
then al- l ;  not only j .nter-state studies covered by the other two.

Second: the peace focus is on what can be done aooua
vrolence; not only diagnosis and prognosis but also therapy, to
use nedlcal largorì. t{e do not i ,rant physicians who l inited to
diagnosi s/prognos is. Fortunately, tne goal of nèdical studies is
hea l th . .The  goa l  o f  peace  s tud ies  i s  peace ,  no t  on l y  s tud ies ,

_ Third: peace studies covers skit ls, not only kn;r*, ledge, and
training, not only teachj-ng, Conft ict anal peace épeciatisis must
know about conf l ict transfornation before-àurin9-àfter violence,
hoeT to do reconstructioh and reconcil iat ion aftér violeDce, etc.

Skep t i c :  Bu t  i sn , t  v i o Ìence  be tween  s ta tès ,  l r a r ,  t he  nos t
lmportant forn in terlns of nuÌnbers ki l Ìed and v/ounded?

Memorial: The nost serious in terns of numbers is women kLlled
by abort ion, infanticide and sheer brutati ty. We nay talk about
1oo ni l l ion during the 1980s, and the namà of the responsible
systen is patriarqhv, not the state systeh. And, i f  we expand
the vision froh direct violènce to thJ Jtructural violence that
weakens the body tbrough halnutrìt ion, denying it  satisfaction
of basl-c needs, rnaking it  èasy vict in of àiséases and hunger,
then  the  nane  o f  t he  respons ib le  sys ten  i s  c lass .  To  l i n i t
peace studies to war studies betweei states is 

- i iXe 
l init ing

nedical science to, say, cardiovascular diseases. peace stuctles
are open to aì1 forns of najor violence across trunan divides,
and -  pa r t i cu la r l y  

_ to  mass i ve  ca tego rv  k i l l i ng .  Genoc ide  i s  t he
Kr  L l l ng  o t  OÈher  l us t  bècause  she /he  i s  d i f f e ren t ,  t o  e l i n ina te ,
or redllce, that category. Shoa is thè best kno$n case troln the
! : : i l " r " , 2o rh .  cen tu ry .  o f te l l  t he  s ta te  nach ine ry  i s  Ì r sed  by  one
na t lon  to  k i l  I  oLhe r  ha t i ons  - i n  t he  a rea  óon t ro l l ed , -  Ì o r
instance by coloniaÌisÌt.  But wars are also nassive category
krl l ing, l ikè ìn "there is only one good cerÌnan, a dead cernàn,,:

Skept. ic: Hos/ about violence in the farni ly, in the streets?

Meporial: Violence and peace appÌy not only to thè macro level
| )e te reen  s ta tes  and .na t i ons ,  t o  t he  ,neso  l eve l  o f  b ig  cdLegor les
wrÈnrn  coun t r i es ,  bu t  a l so  to  the  h i c ro  l eve l  o f  i n te r_ / rn t ra_
personal relations. There are conft icts t" l .  t . .nriof iàJ-!o
that they can be handÌed \^' i thout viofence a1I over. Includingpeace erith nature and the inner pèace, with oneself.  Much to dol

Skeptic: can peace studies so conmltted to peace be scientif ic?

Menorial: Likè nedical studies cotf i Ì t i t ted to hèalth peace studies
are publicly accessibl-e. others can check thè f inAinqs and test
thè theori€s about peacè. Secrecy is inconpatible wiih scrence,
a reagon \dhy secret services and nif l tary make so nany rnistakes.



COULD THE SECOND WORLD WAR IN ETJROPE HAVE BEEìI AVOIDED?

Memorial: Let us explore whether the six peace approaches,
singÌy or cohbined, could have changed history, savinq Europe,
and the Je!ùs in part icuÌar, fron the horrors of l .ùwII and shoa.

skeptic: what kind of nonsense is thatl History ìs what really
happened ,  no t  sone  w ish fu l  a l t e rna t i ve ,  so rne  "as  i f u .  H i s to ry
is in the indicative, not in the subjunctive roode I

Mernorial: You are of course right. We know what happened, see
sector A of thi.s nuseun. But we hunans r0ake decisions al l  the
tine. our nnaturer does not deterrnine unanbiguously what we do.
Maybe \re could have nade other decisions? For better or worse?

Skeptic: OK/ as long as we don't forget what really happened.
There nay be off icial hi-story, histor:y as seen by the victors,
as seen by the vanquished, a.Dd revisionist history. I  f ind A.JP
Taylor Thè Origins of the Second World War fascinating. He
portrays the 1930s as rather confused, no big schème on either
side, not even Hit ler, èxcept to undo the Vèrsail lès Treaty. He
\ras a superb poker playèr, holding his cards cÌose to hirnself,
ou t - t r i ck ing  then  a f l .  Bu t  t ha t  i s  no t  t he  po in t .  A l ì  t hese
histories have one thing in connon, hoqrever huch they diverge in
interpretation: thèy try to establish what realÌy happened, You
are asking us to do something ent. irely different, to try to f ind
ou t  wha t  m igh t  have  happened ,  i f  -  - .  H i s to ry  I ' as  i f ' r .

Memor ia l :  Yes ,  and  the re  i s  a  ce r ta in  ph i Ìosophy  beh ind  th i s -
Hurnan behavior 1s not predeterrnined, as sonè people believe.
History is not l ike water f lowing in a deep, sol id r iverbed
tolrard a predetemined ocean, sone kind of "end of history".
Rather, i f  each molecuÌe is an individual, or an individual act,
add a l i t t le wind, a l i t t le sunshine, and they could coÌnbinè in
other lrays, dig their olrn, new riverbeds, fèed inlo biggèr, old
r j ve rs ,  o r  ge t  l os t  i n  t hè  dese r t  sahd ,  coming  up  aga ih  as  a
giant water reservoir. îrue, what happenèd happenèd. But r{ i th
even snall  wariat ions it  could al l  have been differént.

skèn t i . :  T  .àn  àd rèè  i ò  tha t .  Bu t  don , t  h re  l ea rn  no re  f ron
lrhat really happened than from night have happened?

Mernorial: Fron both. In this nuseun we focus on what happened,
violence, !rar, and on what nlqht have happened, peace. I/ùe are
concèrned lr i th the unspeakable suffering of viofence, and with
the pronise of peace, not only with Ìess suffering, but lr i th
alternative history. There is nothing so devastating to the
sp i r i t  as  the  i dea  o f  t he  i nev i tab le .  S ince  we  a re  ta l k ing
about cermany, there is a saying in cernan, Der Krieq ist ein
Naturgesetz, r 'r . /ar is a law of naturer' .  Nonsense, They once saíd
that about slavèry, and about colonial isn. Rather, as Anericans
often say, 1et us rrget on top of hlstoryrr rather than lett ing
"history get on top of ustt.  we search for alternatives in our
daily l i fe. l , le say rr1 h' ish I had acted differently yesterday,
next t ime around 1'11 do betterr ' .  l . lhy not also in poli t ics?

Skep t i c :  Bu t  t ha t  neans  s i t t i ng  i n  j udgnen t  o f  po l i t i cs l?

Mernorìal: I t  does. Denocracy is about that. Let us qet startedl



Memorial: clobal governance neans In,orld central powèr, and there
are four types of por.ter: pol i t ical dec is ion-nakins; moral power,
pglEuqs4; econonic power, baroaininq; ni l i tary power, force.
tùou1d lrorld central power have changed history in the 193os?

P o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s ,  r e s o . L u t i o n s :  n o ,  s l a t e s  w e r e  s o v e r e i q n
and one of their r lghts \n'as the right to decfare and go to viar '

Mora1 persuasion: probablv not, but rÌaybè huch nore could
have been done via the Christ ian churches. They were antl_
comnunist, however, neaning no inpact on the Soviet Union.

The Lèague of Nations also had diolornatic and econonic
bovcott /sanctions on the lepertory. Had they been used lt i th
alètermlnation they night have strenqthened Hit ler poli t icaÌly
( " see7  they  a re  a Ì1  aga ins t  us ' t )  and  econon ica l l y  and  n i l i t a r i Ì y
( we have to produce lthat we need, and conquer what we cannot
producé'i),  The same may even have applied to any other global
authority. Sanctíons night sinply have been counterproductive -

Skeptic: Ho\r about a world central authority bonll Íng Germany to
submission, with thè legit inacy of international lavr, kj. I l ing
the Nazi bud beforé i t  started sprouting, usihg robust force?

Menor ia Ì :  r f  t h i s  had  happened  in  the  f i r s t  phase '  1931- .1934 ,
Nazism had not yet shovrn i ts expansionist and repressive coìor.
The attack ùould probably have unif ied Gernans éven rnore. They
rdoulal nost l ikely have resisted violently any attack and any
occupation, any Íback to versail Ìesrr, after Hit ler had undone
sohe of the Trèaty (Ruhr, Rheinland). And an occupation night
have beèn as repressive as the repression it  hoped to stop.

In  the  second  phase .  1938-1942 ,  a  l - and  war  i ns ide  Gernany ,
not only aqainst GerÌnany r^ri th Ìnassivè bont' ing night havè stopped
expansion and the qhae. But i t  nj.ght also have accelerated then.
Autocrats may turn an attack both downlùard and outward. Austria
vrouÌd have resisted I ' l iberation". Thè Czechs might have been
jubilant. And rapid deplo\arient night have saved the Jei,.s.

In the third phase, 1.943-1945, a l tal defeating Germany took
place; and yet Germany brought even more terror to occupied
countries anal carried out the thqè. Thère ltas inner resistance,
but no real uprising. This tî ight also have happened in Phase Ir.

skeptic: Your whole project of Ícounterfactual history. Leads
to nothing. For Phase I you conclude that nothing could be done.
For Phase II l ,  I^ 'hen HitLer's bluff ing no longer worked, your
conclusion coincides with real history. You open a navbe Lùindow
for Phase lI ,  but add that i t  could havè been counterproductive.

Menorial: we assumè a nuch stronger lrorfd central authority,
capab le  and  au tho r i zed  to  i n te rvene ,  no t  accep t i ng  sove re ign ty
as a cloak for atrocit ies against the people l . ' i thin i ts borders.
Brlt  you are r ight. This f irst scenario, globa1 governance, did
not yield much. The r^torl.d was, and stj .11 j-s, not ready.

And there is also that othèr problem: ni l i tary force and
boycott,/sanctions may be counterproductive, st inulating
agqression raÈher than preventihg it .  A victory considered
unjust nay stimulate revenge/levanche. Decisions wil l  only In'ork
when backeal by noral. authority, and that authority is not found
at the top of today's r l torl-d. And civif  societv l tas far too wèak
to be a Ìnoral authority. But, dear visitor, úrhat do you think?



[ 2 ]  War  Abo l i t i on

Mernorial: This can be done in nany ways. For the sake of the
argunent Ìet us consider two methods: outlawing qtar fron above,
and fron belorr, through str ikes, conscientious obiection, etc.

Skeptic: Not very prornisinq, I think. Sovereignty was and is
s t i l l  a  na jo r  va lue ,  even  seen  as  a  r i gh t  f o r  s ta tes ,  and
part icularly so for states dissatisf ied with their posit ion in
the world. Anal: to be a soÌdier was Ììore than iust consclipt lon
l ike i t  nay be in today's Gernany. rt was a Be!!!,  a vocation,
even a cafl ing, sone kind of sacred duty, a!!1 a basic r ight:

Uc4a!i3f: No problern vJith the f irst point, and even hore so
since the Afl ies vrould not have given up the right to wage war,
be ing ,  a l l  o f  t hen ,  a Ì so  co lon ia f  powers .  And ,  any  ac t i on  a j . rned
only at cermany--l ike the fanous Art icle 9 in the Japanese
constitut ion, depriving that country of the r ight of war--!,rouId
only bè seen as a part of versaiÌ les, ln fact even going beyond
versail les. A non-runner. war between states !ùas forbÍdden
anyhow, by the League of Nations, as i t  is today by the United
Nations- Moreover, theré Iras the Nellog-Briand trèaty of 192a
naking this point very clearly, signed by al l  rnajor states, h' i th
the  usua f  excep t i ons  ( se l f_de fense ,  co l l ec t i vè  de fense ) .  Tha t
approach was tr ied, unsuccessful ly. Governments vtere not ready.

Skeptìc: You see, again, there I^tas no alternativè!

Ue4qla!: You forget the other approach, fron below: str ikès,
conscientious objection. The question is, however, ln'hether the
nurDber of objectors would be high enough to nake an iÍ tpact and
ovèrwhè1h even the Nazi repression nachinery.

Skeptic: Even in the 193Os they put tens of thousands in forced
labor-concentration camps, later hundreds of thousands, ni I Ì ions ,
dying of diseases, !^ 'orking, shooting, gassing thern to death.

UCBa!]a1: All  your points are no doubt val id. But they saw the
opposit ion as i l legit ir iate, being enéniés anyhow: conmunists,
social Denocrats, trade union people, JeLJs. only oppositÌon
fron mainstreari cernany night have counted. And even so we know
hovJ they treated their own if  their foyalty lras in doubt.

The  bas i c  po in t  i s  s imp ly  th i s :  ! ùe  were  no t  t he re ,  ye t .  We
were not at the point ere have cohe to in connection tt i th slavery
and coÌonial isn: rel ics of the past even if  they réappear in
soÌne form. But that doesn't mean that strong nonviolent action
against erar of al l  klnds and in aÌl  countries, aining not only
at cermany, but also at the al l ies and others, could not have
had an irnpact. But Europe would have needed novehents thousand,
ten thousand t ines stronger than war Resj.sters' International
and women's International Leaguè for Peace and Freedon.

q k è h i - i . .  r  à n  h ^ f  < ^  s . ) r è  T h è  n à . i f i < f <  ò r l w  < è è  t h e  a r h i e s
as j.nstrunents of attack. They don't see that rte may nèèd then
for defense. There are rvicked countries around. Nazl Gernany
was one. Thère are aÌso sone very good countries rt i th a nission
for the norfd - they nay put an arny to sone good use-

MèÍtorial:  weÌÌ, we feave it  here. ViSjLEe!, lrhat do you think?



l 3 l  Con f l i c t  T rans fo rma t ion

MèÌìorìa1: Whèreas the f irst t i ,ro thought experinents were
negativè, this third approach l l lay bé nore prohising. But let us
first rnake one thing clear. By rrconfl ict transformation" we are
not thinking of sonebody shutt l ing betrieen the part ies, secret
dÍplomacy usÍng carrots and sticks to bribe thé part ies, etc,
Rather, we are thinking of efforts to understand h'hat the
confl ict is about, deeper downT and then trying to do sonething.
At the root of each conff ict, with al l  i ts confusj.ng emotions,
distort ions of truth, thrèats and actual violence, there are
always the part ies, their qoafs that may clash, be incompatible,
producing contradict ions. Is there, nevertheless, sone vray out?

skeptic: Certainly not with Hit ler - fanatics cannot be bribed!

Menorial: But what wère the European/wor1d qoals of the Nazis,
and  H i t l e r  Í n  pa r t i cu la r?  T ry  th i s  l i s t :

1l to undo the Versail les Treaty
2l to hurni l iate the hunil iator, France
3 l  t o  s top  bo l shev i sn
4 l  t o  co Ìon i ze  S lav i c  Eu rope
5l to expel alì Jèns fron cernany; The Final Solution
6l to have al l  Gernans/Austrians in one state

l7 l  t o  be  on  top  o f  a  Eu ropean  Neuordnuno
' Ihen ,  rdha t  were  the  qoa ls  o f  t he  A l  I i es?  T ry  th i s l i s t :

of victoryto keep the Vèrsaif les treaty as slrnbol
to avoid any war
to stop bolshevish
to gèt harkets, also ln Slavic Europe

5*l to keep the Jei,rs out of pol i t ics, anti-sènit isn
6*l to keep Cernany snall  and the Gerhans fraghentéd
7*l to have a (however uneasy) Anglo-French Europe

If these 1Ìsts nirror reali ty seven conclusions foffoqT:
I: as t ine passes the Versail Ìes îrèaty r,ùanes in slgnif icance
II: resolutions, persuasion, bargaining rather than vrar
III :  cooperation for the sahe goal: stop bolshevisrn
IV: opening narkets for cerrnany and All ies in S1avic Europe
V: no major, only ninor, action to rescue Jews
VI: i f  cernany goes beyond undoing Versail les, then war
VII: i f  Gèrhany threatens Angfo-French doninj.on, then world war

ThÌs is what happened. Èlùnchen was lnore agreément than
appeasenènt, hoving Hit1er easthrard, against bolshevisn. That
whetted his appetltes. He attacked Poland. îhe war fo11owed.

Sleltfg: Al l  you get, at best, is to explain v,/hat hapbened!

Memorial: The alternative frouÌd have been to anend Versail les,
undercu t t i ng  H i t l e r ' s  bes t  a rgunen t ,  [ 1 ] .  The  Ka isè r ,  no t  a l Ì
cèrmans, couÌd have bèèn held responsibÌe. Abdication clèared
the way for redoj.ng/undoing the Treaty There was no enthusiasn
in Wèimar cernany for his other points. But cfearinq Versail les
night have saved us froÌn Hit ler, the Second world war, the gbaa.
Fa i l u r ' e  t o  do  so  makes  the  A l  I  i es  co - respons ib fe .

Aftèr the Second world nar the aggressor was defined as
Nazi Germany. Hit ler 's suicide, the Niirnberg tr ial and some
denazif ication cleared the way for a joint anti-bolshevisn,
contributìng to the Cold l Ìar. Dear Vìsitor, what do you think?



[  4 ] Nonviolence

Ue!q!ia!: This seeningly very idealist ic approach nay turn out
to  be  anong  the  no re  rea l i s t i c  (no t  " rea l i s t "  i n  t he  sense  o f
ni l i tarist ic) counterfactual possibi l i ty. fhere vJas an ìnportant
case: the 1ibèration of arrested Jevrs in Rosenstrasse, BerlÍn,
February 1943. of course, there \dere conplÍcations. l i lany Jevrs
r4/ho returned to l tork after having been released grere rearrested,
in such a i .ray that nonviolent action l tas nuch nore diff Ícult
(they did not know about each other). They were ki l led. others
nère able to hide. Nonvlolence is not a singte-shot action.
But this peace of facÈuaI hlstory, along with the courageous
priest who stood up against euthanasia, belongs to the realns of
what is, not of what ouoht to be. l le can build on that.

Skeptic: For the sake of the argùnent, let né accépt thè story
as you tel l  i t .  But this eras at the spur of t l te mornent. The
\dives of the arrested Je!ùs who rtere heading for èxterhination
\rere doubly motivated: they e/ere their husbands, and they were
facing death. Their actlon nay nob even have been poli t ical ly
guided, just a spontanèous outburst of uttèr dèspair. In short,
i t  ìs not a model of hoi\ '  the ordinary cerhan cit izen facing the
hardship of war, j-ncluding terror borobing by Germany's enemies,
hating the latter, hoping for his own governnent to solve aÌl
problems, coulal act. The Gerrian wives of Jews were atypical.

Memor ia l :  I  ag ree  w i th  a l l  t ha t .
point. In counterfactuaÌ history
for maxinurÌr effects.

So let us assuhe that the Geman population had been given
at least as much knoLtlèdge about nonviolence_-Gandhi , Martin
Luther ( ing Jr. --as the Gernan population undèr another Gernan
dictatorship, DDR.

Lèt us further assune that they were better equipped kti th
such guides to moral. polìt ical behavior as hunan rights, and
reacted against the censorship, the absence of freedon of
assembly, speech, thought, the polj-t ical violence and so on.

Further, and this is a basic assurÌption, Ìet us not assune
that Nazi hearts rnelted under the sunshine of nonviolence, but
that the Nazi regine uas essential ly based on btuff ing. Their
poli t ics r^ras based on a self-fulf i l l ing prophecy: behave as i f
you expect uncondit ional obedience, and you gèt uncondit ional
obedience, Nonviolence is based on the same idea: return evi l
nith good, with nonviolence, and the other side hay reciprocatei
re tu rn  ev i l  w i th  ev i l ,  and  you  reap  ! Ì o re  èv i f ,  as  i n  Ju Iy  1944 .

skeptic: oK, that is the theory. Hos, about the practice?

I' fenoriaÌ: Each profession and rnunicipali ty plans the nonviolent
response to crises of that nagnitude. The plans would go far
béyond nanifestations and detnonstrat ions , and include massive
non-cooperation, civi l  disobedience, paral lel regines, and holv
to èngage oppressors in dialoques while disobeying his orders.

Skeptic: But q/ouldn't that kind of planning, presunably by an
anti-uinistry, make nonvioÌence noral ly less persuasive? A.nd
how about the population turning against a lawfuÌ giovernnent?

Ue!a4-qf : Tmportant points. VIgLEAL what do you think?

But you are nissing the baslc
w e  m a k e  n i n i m u r n  c h a n g è s  h o p i n g



l s l Peace Structure.

Menorial: would the second v/orld war have been avoided if  we

inagine that Gernany ltere:
T1 l  democra t i c ,  no t  au toc ra t i c  under  Ka ise r  o r  d i c ta to r?

[2 ]  soc ia l i s t ,  no t  cap i ta l i s t?
[ 3 ]  c i v i Ì i a n ,  n o t  n i l i t a r i s t ?
ia j  par t i c ipa tory ,  no t  bureaucra t ic /au thor i ta r ian?
is j  ànaroqen ic  (gender  par i t y ) ,  no t  pa t r ia rch ic?

A Germany nittr people in controÌ, as opposed to control by a
polit icai cl iquó, fy people eti th econonic povJer, ir ' i th ni l i tary

àower, with sóciat power ("authority'r),  by men? Às opposed to
à  pa t r i a rch i c ,  au thd r i t a r i an ,  n i Ì i t a r i s t ,  cap i ta l i s t  au toc racy?

skeptic: r protest! Gernan îtonèn !ùere aLso Nazi to a Ìarge
extént; the ^it i tary v,tere not necessari ly on top, they vtere aÌso
bribed; nuch of the econorl ly was guj 'ded by the state, and for the

benefit  of the working clàss and their gainful ernplo)'nent; and
even if  Ger!ìany were a dictatorship the popular support i{as so
over\,ùhefning that there piobabty !ùas popular consent.

Memorial: That may have been the situation in the 193os' But
i.aginé . sol id dernocratic tradit ion, a tradit ion of g. iving hj 'gh
ecoíornic priori ty to the needs of the connon peopfe, a ni l i taly
under soi id civi l- ian control, and male coÌnpètit ive behavior
challengéd by nore cooperative fenale behavior, to the extent
there ié such a difference. The l ist above portrays Gernany for
centuries, not challenged bèfore after the First world war' The
Weinar republic was weak and short- l ived. Hitter was continuity
in cernan history nolè than discÒntinuity. Èloreover, you left
out part icipatory, as opposed to authoritarian- Inagine chiÌdren
and 

_pupils, 
students, workers, cit izens encouraqed to ask lqbJ

rathàr_than to say Jawohl to parents, teachers, superiors!

skeptic: Al l  of that taken together over sohe t ine v'tould have
had an ihpact. But ne did not have that much t ine. To change
a structure nay také a generation or t!ro. Hovrever, such changes
do not rule out war. Today nany countries are denocratic, have
public welfare, controÌ t tre ni l i tary, are part icipatory, with
ìots of women al l  over the place. And yet they plan wars behind
the back of the cit izens, break international law, \, i th nassive
consen t .  Look  a t  t he  Gu l f ,  Yugos lav ia  and  rndones ia  wars '

Mernorial: That use of force indicaÈes that úe are far away fron
global gov"..t .n"e. Denocracy is not only about majority ruÌe
Éut arsó about rninority r ights, including the right to be well
inforned and to get answers to reasonable questions. A peace

structure at the domestic and global 1evels is a long ternl job'

Legit inate force, confl ict transforhation, refusÍng arny servlce
noiviolence by the cit izens ltou1d then have cone rnore quickly'

skeptic: But ùhy should ne only think of Gerîany in the 1930s?
llost of the points in the l ist above also applied to, say,
England and France. Hov about a peace stlucture for them?

l, leriorial:  Very inportant. And in addit ion there is the European
peace structure which we essential ly had: tots of corf l lunication'
Lrade, intermarriage. By and large it  ías in placé but did not
serve to prevent erhat happened' Dear visiÈor, what do you think?



Menor ia l :  I f  bu i l d ing  a  peace  s t ruc tu rè  takes  decades ,  bu i l d ing
a peace culture rnay take generations. sonething nore specÌf ic,
Ì ike confl ict transformation or nonviolence, may not take that
nuch t ine. But i f  we nean questioning dèep assunptions in the
cuÌture, breaking taboo, opening for cri t ical/construct. ive
dialogue, substitut ing a ne\r/ culture, then it  nay take t ine.
l , taybe it  is l ike a person, any one of us, questioning deep
assunptions about ourselves and others? Like always seeing
ourseÌves as vict ims, unjustÌy treated? or seeing ourseÌves as
super io r  t o  o the rs ,  a l so  un jus t l y  t rea ted?  In  e i t he r  case ,  we
nay be f i l led v/ i th ressentiment, looking at that uniust v,/orÌd
eJith fear and hatred, never questioning our own behavior and hotl
that could inf luènce the lrav the irorld treats us.

Memorial: Would the sècond \dorÌd lrar havè been avoided if
cermans, deep do\,,/n, did !q! bel ieve:

skcpL ic :  l oo  genera l  f o r  ne . Let us return to Gernany.

1 1 1

2
3
4
5
6

that the cerman state is above individuals, r.r i th the task of
l ìzing a cerman national \ ,r i l1 above the wants of cit izens?
that labor as i^tel l  as capital should serve that higher goal?
that ni l i tary is the key instruÍìent for that national vri l l?
that cit izens fron childhood should learn to obey that vt i l l?
that men produce and conquer, and l^ronen leprodì,rce and serve?
that cernans are superior to everybody, and indeed to Jews?

skeptic: I  knov,r h'hat you are airning at; thè f irst f ive of thèse
be l i e f s  j us t i f i es  the  f i ve  s t ruc tu rès ,  nak ing  then  l ook  no rha l
and natural, l ike laws of nature. on top, German Herrschaft
ove r  Eu rope ,  even  the  l ro r l d !  A t  a  s t i l l  deeper  l ève1  the
ce r ! ì ans ,  and  no t  on Ìy  they ,  had  s t i l Ì  deeper  be l i e f s  j us t i f y i ng
the  be l i e f s  you  have  I i s ted ,  nak ing  then  deep  roo ted ,  i ndeed ,

MenoriaÌ: That is a very real problen. In general tertns v/e can
talk atout such deep ideas as bèing a qb9EC!_leggl€, destined to
be above others or separate from then; that glorious past that
should be reenacted as a qlorious future; and the betrayal and
trauha, n' i th the search for the guil ty scapegoat. we f ind sone
elenents of that in nost nations. In Na2i Gernany it  took lrel l
kno\,rn forns: Herrenvolk; oId Norse, wagnerian nyths; the hideous
use  o f  Jews ,  a Ì so  c Ìa in ing  to  be  chosèn ,  as  scapegoa ts .  Bu t  key
A l l i es ,  Eng l i sh ,  F rench ,  Aner i cans ,  a l so  had  such  i deas .  The re
$ere chosèn Peoples 9. ' i th clashing glories and traurnas al l  over.

skeptic: They do not taÌk, nor do the others, about that. But
deeper down, in the subconscious, such ideas nay l inger on.
could there even be a joint European chosen Peoples, in plural?

Mehorial: The point is that sJe have to lratch out for such signs.
.A.nd at a st i l l  deeper level is this idea of dualisl lr ,  seeing the
world as a struggle betideen good and evi l ,  cod and satan. If  we
are good and God-loved, then others are easily seen as eviÌ and
chosen by satan. conclusion! No denonization of Gernans onlyl

Skeptlc: Let us start by questioning ourselves. How about you,
visitor? Do you question us? And, do you question yourself?



WELL, COI'LD THE SECOIÍD WORLD WAR IN EUROPE IIAVE BEEÙ AVOIDED?

Menorial: In this part icular case I f ind that the nos!

p."*l=i"q poÌicy against Nazi Gernany would have been a

àombination of f ive neasures, in descending order of eff icacy:

Conf l ict Transf ormatj-on : Revising t l te Versail les Treaty

Nonviolence: l{assive use of nonviolence, suplrcrÈed from altroad

Peace structure: strengthening the proqressivè forces

Peace culture: critiqueing the Gerúan/Nazi faith slmdÌome

war aboli t ion: Ehcouraging úassive conscientious objectjon

A preventive war vJould probably have been counter-productive '

skeptic: But there was a war, Germany was defeated, and changed'

l , lenoriaÌ: But Gernany was also defeated rni l i tari ly after the

FiiÈt w".ra war; howevàr, the seeds of aggression against others

were not uprooted. l , faybe what was différent after the second war

was that c;rnanv was àÌso defeated noral lv. confronted uith the

leaÌitv of Nazi-sm, the horror of the shoa and the terror in the

occupièd countries, part icularly j .n the East,. qerl lans ! 'erc

sinpiv ashamed of thensèlves. But. the condltÌon !Ùas lne

;"f; ldinq, 1" al l  t ts horror, of nazisn. At any t ime before

1938 nosa Gerhans had dreams of glory, naybe even up Lo 1942'

l f ièr tnat only the fundanentaÌ ists, and they were nuherous, had

such  v ì s ions .  To  havè  k i t l ed  the  Naz i  s ta te  be fo re  1938 ,  1942

would have been to ki l l  a dream. To ki l l  the Nazi state in 1945

rdas to reveal a nighthare. The Germans drew that conclusion' But

before that the conclusion ltould have been to continue, at least

realizing parts of the drean. shoa. or wait a generatlon or two

Skeptic: Are you arguing that we had to let nazisn unfold?

llemorial: Not at al l .  But was the consequence of the niLitary

;;; ; .h. Added to the Nazi/German horror/terror cane the Al I  ied

tàiror ot carpet bombing; and yet Nazism continued unfolding'

The alternati;e was to stop ìt at an early stage: revising the

treaty, st inutating a cuÌture of human rights with denocracy and

nonvioLence-the latter being indispensable.

But the al l ies woufd not have perrnitted any revision!skept ic :

Menorial: Depends on holt i t  is arguèd. But, i f  you -are r ight,
tnen. tre.. 'y part of the responsibi l i ty for the second world war

rests with Lhe All ies for the act of ornission \,hen not revaslng'

Skeptic: And England was in the throes of Gandhian nonviolencè;
no "ufa they hàve argued a therapy that t;as their own undoing?

Memorial i  Precisely; again the problen is not only \t i th Germany

àTone. counterfactual history brings that out, maybe the na]or

i àà . " "  r i , v  t he re  i s  so  l i t t Ì eb f  i t .  Anyho Í ' , ,  t he  i n i t j a t i ve  had

io be ceinran for the f ive rneasures abovè; but that does not

exclude foreign support, from people rather than governments'



COTJLD THE COI,D WAR 1949-1989 HÀ.\rE BEEN AVOIDED?

U€ng!-Lal: Let us explore v,/hether the six peace approaches,
singÌy or combined, could have changed history, saving the world
fron the enornous hunan suffering in repressive societies, forty
years of heavy miÌ i tary expenses and threat of nucÌear ohnicÍde.

skeptic: what kind of nonsense is that. Hlstory is what really
happened ,  no t  some ù i sh fu l  a l t e rna t i ve ,  some úas  i f r .  H i s to ry
i s  i n  t he  i nd i ca t i ve ,  no t  i n  t he  sub juncL ive  node !

Memorial: You are of coursè right. we knord what happened, see
sector B of this nuseurÌ. But we humans nake dècisÍons al l  the
time. our "natureú does not deternine unahbiguousÌy what qre do.
Maybe ere coul-d have nade other decisions? For better or leolse?

skeptic: oK. As ìong as rr/e don't forget what really happened!
There  may  be  o f f i c i a Ì  h i s to ry ,  h i s to ry  as  seen  by  the  v i c to rs ,
by the vanquished, a]]r l  revisionist history. I  nyself f ind the
book by cabrieÌ Kolko, centurv of l tar, fascinating. Accoiding
to nainstream hlstory i t  was al l  due to Stal in and the Soviet
union, and the l^lest had to defend itself.  To Kolko it  is nuch
more interactive, not just good guys and bad guys. But that is
not the point. Al l  these histories have one thing in conmon,
however much thèy diverge in interpretation: they try to
es tab l ì sh  wha t  rea l f y  happened .  You  a re  ask ing  us  to  do
something entirely diffèrent, to try to f ind out what nioht have
h à h h é . a r l  i r  -  -  H i c i ò r v  n a s  i f r r .

!c!a!l  al:  There is a certain ph.i losophy behind that. we do not
befieve, t lke nany do, that hunan behavior is predetermined.
History is not l ike !, /ater f lording in a deep, sol id r iverbed
toward a predefined ocean, some kind of end of history".
Ra the r ,  i f  each  no lecu le  i s  an  i nd i v idua l ,  o r  an  i nd i v idua l  ac t ,
add  a  l i t t l e  w ind ,  a  l i t t Ì e  sunsh ine ,  and  they  cou ld  conb ine  i n
other rdays, dig their oqrn, nev/ r iverbeds, feed into biggeri,  old
r i ve rs ,  o r  ge l  l os t  i n  t he  dese r t  sand ,  coming  up  aga in  as  a
giant krater reservoir - -.  True, rdhat happened, happened. Bì.1t
k r i t h  even  sna l l  va r i a t i ons  ì t  cou ld  a1 l  have  been  d i f f e ren t .

skeptic: 1 can agree to that. But don't \^rè learn nore from
vrhat really happened than from night have happened?

Menorial: Froh both. In this nuseun we focus on vJhat happened,
the coÌd war, and on s/hat night havé happenèd, peggg. we are
concerned lr i th the losses incurred by the forner, and with the
promise of the latter. Let us define a I 'cold war". rt  has alIg
race and ni l i tarization of both sides in conrnon nith a hot !,rar,
îhen there is pg!ar1z_è!!a!_!ftbq!i !d, seeing onÌy good aspects
of oneseff and only bad aspects of the other camp; and Sgela!
oolarization, !,r i th al l  posit ive interaction within the two canps
(rEasttr and trwestÍ) and onÌy negative interaction between then.
A cold war is some kind of rnental and social pathology. The hot
war is very close, and easiÌy tr iggered. Lét us not,/ rrget on top
of this history" rather than lett ing 'rhistory get on top of usrr.

Skep t i c :  Bu t  t ha t  neans  s i t t i ng  i n  j udg îen t  o f  po l i t i cs !?

MemoriaÌ: I t  does. And denocracy is about that. Let us start!



1. GI,oBA]- GOVERNAI{CE

Uenorlaf: The Cold war addèd sonething to the feudalist lc ldea
of havìng ULg (even i 'greatr ' !) powers and al lLLIeIy countrles;
with veto potter for the former and voting r ights for thé latter.
The cold War added the concept of "superpowèrrt, neaning super-
Bigr power: the USA and the Soviet Union, not Ìn the UN charter.
The veto povrers blocked UN efforts to handle the cold l /ùar r ' / i th
super-vetoes. The superpoqrers went one step furthèr: they took
the confÌ ict out of the UN. They constructed their own systeÌn:
the sunnit, their sumÌit anong countries, and insidé then the
rneetings of a uS President and a soviet Secretary Gèneral-

Skeptic: I IN resolutions would not have worked anyhoù. Where is
the Ì[ i l i tary power that couÌd force a superpovter, let alone both
of therÌ, lnto sutthission? ÍIe are back to the balance of power,
ne i the r  t he  ru le  o f  1aw,  no r  t he  ru le  o f  any  cen t ra l  power .

Menolial:  There v/as no balance. Rémènber, there vtas also the
l,ùestern superiority in economic and cultural power. superior
western economies, part icularly consuhèr goods, no doubt played
some role. The cúlturaf dynarnisn of the tdest, as opposed to the
static bureaucracies in the East, rnade west attractive to el i tes
who nigrated in great numbers. But, what did not work \^ri th the
UN as a poli t ical forun vrorked with a new, ad hoc, poli t ical
forun, Conference for Sècurity and Cooperation in Europe, CSCE,
later to becone the organization for security and cooperation,
oSCE. And you also Ìeavé out non-governmentaÌ forces, civi l
society, in l ,ùest and East - they are parts of global governance
from below. Let us return to that undèr nonviolence, belogt.

skeotic: The governmental systern did nothing useful?

Mènorial: They ú/ere the hard core of the conff ict. But the
neu t ra l  s -nona f  i gned :  F in land  (Kekkonen) ,  se reden  (Pa1me) ,  Aus t r i a
(K re i sky ) ,  Yugos lav ia  (T i t o )  and  Sw i t ze r land  became thè  na tu ra l
venuès for rnediation efforts. Had it  not been for those f ive the
cold war night even have becolne hot. I f  rnore countries had been
actively non-al igned nore could have bèen achieved earl ier.

skeptic: But you couldn't remain neutral or nonaligned faced
w i t h  L h e  q u l a q ,  j u s t  a s  l i t t l e  a s  w i t h  t b e  s l t q a  I

Memorial: No argunent lr i th that, nor lr i th strong stands against
colonial isn, the niseries caused by our econordic systen, and the
distort ions of mind and society known as mil i tarisn. The problen
is how to owercohe these and other pathologies. Many of then
are carried by the govèrnments thenselves. Is i t  Ì ike1y that
they wil l  work against thenselves? Did slave-owners abolish
slavery? Did colonial govèrnÌnents decolonize vofuntari ly?

skeptic: Maybe not. But slave-olmers were ult inately forced by
governnents, and colonial govèrnnents ult imately had to sign-

l, lemorial: clobal governance has to pass through gowernments. But
i l  may have to be init iated by other€. lùfaybe it  works l ike this:
where NGos aoree. qovernments follow. And: llbclclle_ D"a!a1j-g.ne.d
agree. the tral iqned" nav fol low. ùlore efforts by nore nonaligned
countries and Ncos hight have helped v,rhen UN governance fai led.



2. }IAR ABOLTTION

skeptic: The efforts to abolish war did not succeed: we ended
lri th thè biggest war nachines ever. Tv,ro Danocles swords were
hanging ovei our tìeads, anal, as the Us peaee reséarch Anato1
napópoit once said, there is l i t t le confort in their eqlraì size'

Memorial: But the coLd !Ùar at least did not really becomè hot'

skeptic: we did not get what many referred to as thé Third
worid war; not because war \^tas effectiveÌy abolished but because
they did not alare, being too afraid of the other side.

Mehorial: Nuclear arns deterred nuclear arms, but lel l lain a najor
*orId p.oul"m. Ide got interventions inside the East, DDR/Berl in-
Hungary-czechosÌovakia-Afghanistan; and fron the l{est nucn
belÍ igèrence to prewent sone dependent terr i tory l ike East Tinor
and hany places in Latin Anerica fron going lcoÌnnunistrr. vle got:
cl ients/satel l i tes of the superpovters f ighting each other in
Korea and vìét Nam. I/ùe got interventions by superpowers. But noÈ
direct vÌarfare between superpowers: that was against the N.!xon-
Brezhnèv I ' traff ic rulesf for the cold war.

Skeptic: And that shows that nuclear deterrence workedl

Menorial: we cannot say tbat unfess we know that there was an
intention to attack and that i t  probably woutd have been carried
out had the other side not had nuclear arms. I doubt that we
knolr that for certain. Thus, even if  rre know that the soviet
union had lsar plans for Europe west of the Iron curtain, i t  does
not fol lo\, that these were pÌans for offensive offensè, attack'
Morè l ikely, they were ptans fol offensive defènse, bringing the
v,rar outsidè their terr i tory. That posit ion was not unreasonable,
given their horrible experiences during the second world war'

Skèptic: But they ltanted to conquer, to "comnìunize" the uorld.

Memorial: They were national bolsheviks and !ùanted a social ist
rorÌd .-d"r sòviet leadership, a soviet Union under Russian
Ìeadership and a Russia under Bol 'shevik leadership. But they
also beLièved that capital isn wil l  col lapse due to i ts orrrn inner
contradìctions. The danger was a western attack. The result
was a quantitat ive (how nuch) and quali tat ivè (what kìnd) arns
race. With one exception (sputnik) the USA r,ras ahead with al l
the new types of \ ,reapons. driving the arms race spiral -

skeptic: But there \r/ere arns control and disarmanent taìks?

ll lenoriaf :  The condit ions of rrmutual, balanced and control ledrl
effectiveÌy ruled out any serious steps since they could not
agreè what was 'rbalancedrr. ArÌns systems are nult idinensional.
only when Gorbachev practiced thè gradual approach of another
greàt us peace researèher, charles osgood, with one party taking
à step, not insist ing on baÌance but open to control, hoping for
the olher party to fol lo\^'  suit,  did ete cone to thé spiral 's end.
The cRlî pol icy, graduated, reciprocated init iat ives for tension
reduction could have been tr ied earlìèr. But Gorbachev did Ít .
several peace researchers in the west had proposèd ridefensive

de fense"  as  m i l i t a ry  doc t r i ne :  Gorbachev  a l so  p i cked  up  tha t .



3. CONFLICT TRAI{SFORXATION

Mèmor ia l :  9 lha t  v /as  the  Co ld  War  abou t ;  pa r t i ès ,  goa1s ,  c lashes?
There !,ras a confl ict of interèsts comìng out of the Second

worÌd war: ! . lho is to be Ìnaster of Eastern Europe? Ihè Soviet
Union had substituted for cermany, and Anglo-French economic
interests. îhere r^ras church-i1l 's famous division fornuÌa.

Much more basic lras the confl ict of vaLues, over the road
to the good society. The Soviet posit ion was dictatorship of the
p ro le ta r i a t  ( i n  p rac t i ce  the  Par t y ) ;  a  p lanned  econo tny  fo r  bas i c
needs and capitaÌ/ni l-  i tary goods; and marxisn/scientif  ic atheisn
cufturaì1y. The western posit ion was democracy (dictatorship of
512 ,  bu t  w i th  t ime- I i Í r i t  and  f ree  e lec t i ons ) ;  and  l i be ra Ì i sn
with Judeo-Christ ianity cu1tural1y. The USA is tìasèd on the
trinity of denocracy/free narket/Judeo-Christ ianity. The USSR
\ tas  aga ins t  a l Ì  t h ree .  Bo th  c la imed  un i ve rsa l  va l i d i t y -  Th i s
catapulted then into a hult i  -dinensional arms race.

Skeptic: You forget the unspeakable brutal i ty of Bolshevisnl

Ue!AIi_e_!: when people think they know the final truth those who
d isag ree  a re  d i s rega rded ,  r i d i cu led ,  suspec ted ,  exc luded ,  banned
-  and ,  sone t i nes ,  k i l l ed .  Th i s  a Ì so  happened  in  the  tùes t .

Skep t i c :  No th ing  l i kè  S ta Ì i n i sn  i n  t he  USA,  Eng land ,  F rance .

Uelaf:Lal: coÌ:rect, for host of the cold war period. But, to a
narxist inperial isn and colonial isÌn were parts of the west: also
unspeakably brutaÌ. l , larxish is about systems Ì ike capital isn,
not only about individuaÌ and oftèn very attractive countries.

Skeptic: You make them nore sinifal to arrive at sone solution?

Memor ia l i  Depo la r i za t i on ,  see ing  good  and  bad  i n  bo th  s ides ,
wouÌd have helped enorÌnously. Both canps had dissidents who
picked up the bad things in their own side- They fought western
imperial ist l ì  in Algérie, Viét Nan and coDÌunist dictatorships in
the  Eas t  rn  Eas t  Be r l i n  1953 ,  Hungary  i n  1956 ,  Czechos lovak ia
1968, Afghanistan 1979. And thère wère those vrho pj.cked up the
good thlngs in the other camp: sociaÌist dedication to ful l
employnìent and basic needs for al l ,  and l iberal dedication to
f reèdon ,  po l i t i ca l l y  and  economica f l y .  Bo th  re re  o f ten  na i ve ,
denying dark sides. There r,ùas good ahd bad; in Self eld Other.

Skeptic: Where in alÌ this vrould there have been sone solution?

Uelal i-gf: Not in rtco-èxistencerr, Much had to change, in both.
The hunan rights covenants of 1966 offered a universal platforn,
neaning nore welfare state in West and more freedorn in the East.
" l l lore social in the West, nore denocracy in the Easttt points to
sociaÌ deroocracy as a heeting ground, with hany variat ions. îhe
west made najor steps by decolonizing; the East by accepting the
Helsinki Final Act. But Thatcher-Reagan réversed the econony,
and we got thè jungle capital isn of the 199os and beyond. The
conservative l ,ùest wanted to prevaiÌ,  noÈ to meet, nconvergetr.

Sképtic: But Thatcher-Reagan rdere denocratical ly elected?

Menolial:  By UK and US, yes. But not by Eutope and the vJorld.



4 - NOIÍVIOLENCE

Menorial: There was sone nonviolent confl ict transfornation
tak ing  p face ,  k ' i t h  t he  1975  F ina Ì  Ac t  o f  He fs ink i  as  a  c rown ing
achievenent. But the CoÌd ldar l tent on. Other forrns of poÍter
were needed to put an end to the cold War.

Skeptic: Yes, sì.rch as the economlc superiority you mentioned.
The west nade the arns race too expensive for the East.

Memorial: Soviet archives shoqr no increase in arms expenditure
after Reagants rearnanent. Îhey continued producing the sarîe
destructive and invulneratì le neapons. No, nonvioÌent power.

Skeptic: Like the peace movenent narching in the streets?

Memorial: The peace movemènt was in the usA and in western
Europe, part icufarly in l ' lest Germany. Then there was the
dissident moverdent in the East. Nonviolence took tr^to j .nportant

forms: nonviofent protest aqainst the arms race, part icularly
against nuclear arms, and the noncooperation /civi I  disobedÍence
aàainst post-stal inisn, in Poland and DDR, vJith heroic
individuaf acts in the Soviet union and Czechoslovakia.

Skeptic: Again, things are not decided in the streets-

UcaaE! al: No, but they are comnunicatèd, nade visibte, in parks
and streets as important part of public space. on June 12, 1982,
in connection lr i th the ItN Special session on Disarrnament, there
iùe re  75o ,ooo  i n  tbe  cen t ra l  Pa rk  i n  New York  to  p roÈes t  aga ins t
the  a rns  race -  l n  ce rhany  they  nob i l i zed  up  to  400 ,00o  ac ross
the country. one reason was that another important part of
public spacè, the @fLLa, \tas by and large closed to views that
diffeled fronì the poli t icaÌ el i tès. Denocracy was in the streets
and in countless forns of peopfe's diplomacv rr i th al l  kinds of
groups traveling east to present the views blocked in the west
to the leadership in the East. Very inportant were the Nobel
Peace Prlze winners Pugrdash (started by Einstein and Russell),
IPPNW, International Physicians Against NucÌear war. When a
people/tùest-governrnent/East al l iance emerged, a deal rrtas near.
rnside the usA the catholic and Methodist Bishops itere crucial.

skeotic: But the peace movenent was wil l ing to sacrif ice
fÌeedon and human rights for arms control and d.isarnaÌnent'

Ue!9!ia!: And there were those who would sacrif ice mil l ions tn
a nucÌear úar for denocracy. But the peace novenent in the west
and the dissident novenent in the East soon (Perugia 198 ) cane
out in favor of nuclear disarrnahent a]]d hurnan rights. Again the
sane: whère NGOS can agree, governments wil l  tend to fof lotù.

nqually inportant was the courageous nonviolence in Gdansk
and  Le ipz ig ,  t he  Nobe l  Peace  P r i ze  w inne r  Lech  wa lesa  i n  the
forÌner and tens of thousands unre!,rarded heroes in the latter. rn
DDR they also used a very powerful, ancient forh of nonviolence:
they nigrated, 1eft, voting with their feet. Like the arns
protesters, their nonviolence !,tent beyond protest. The arns
protesters had defensive, non-offensive defense as concrète
aÌternative, the dissidents had hunan rights and denocracy.
In the end at1 of this overwhelned the governhents.



5- PEÀCE STRUCTIJRXS

Menorial: Societies are sets of people, the r^rorld is a set of
soc ie t i es .  Bu t  t he re  i s  no re  to  i t .  Peop Ìe  re la te ,  i n re racÉ  as
soc io log i s t s  say ,  exchang ihg  goods  and  se rv i ces ,  do  po ì i t i cs ,
ta l k ,  nake  fam i l i es .  Soc ie t y  has  a  s t ruc tu re .  I s  t ha t  s t ruc tu re
peace productive or vioÌence productlve? we kno\r that the
social isn of the East produced murder, even genocide, and put
people into gulaos. I/ùe knoid that the capital ism of the West
produces vrealth but aÌso nisery. One was repressive, the other
exploitat ive. Maybe naking capital. isn nore social and social ism
nore denocratic lrould nake both of then nore peace productive?

Skeptic: Nice thèory. Except for onè thing; i t  did not happen.

l lernolial:  I t  did not. l taybe the East couLd have noved in that
direction, but autocracles are not good at reforning theÌnselves.
They lose faith in their own doqîoa, bècone deÌloraìized, and
collapse rather than maklng conprohises And the West noved in
the opposite direction; the gap betlrèen rich and poor is
growing. The world, or that part of the vrorld that we used to
call  the rrEast-!.ùest systenrt also has a structure. Was that
structure peace productive or violence productive?

Skeptic: But horrr could that help i f  the parts are no good?

MemoriaÌ: By naking then hore peaceful toirard each other. The
Rule of Law is based on the assumption that Ìaws requlate their
behav io r  and  nake  po ten t i a l  v i l l a i ns  reasonab lè ,  i f  no t  ange ls .

Skeptic: I  see a lot of crime and lalr-breaking al l  over.

Memorial: No social theory works perfectly ln practice. Lakr
could also protect repressive and expfoitat ive structures. A
nore peace productive structure couÌd havè been woven during the
Cold War. There could be Ìnore s)rnbiosis, more rrmutual benefit Í .
But i t  lrould have to be basèd on equity, non-èxploitat ion, erith
equal benefits. I t  is not suff icient for harmony that both get
rrsomethingù out of i t ,  heaning that neither ends up vrorse off
( t he  so -ca l l ed  Pare to  equ i l i b r i um nasks  i nc rèas ing  i nequa l i t y ) .

Skep t i c :  Bu t  how!?  The  Eas t  had  no th ing  o r  so  f i t t l e  t o  o f fe r l

l l lerioriaÌ: At sone stage they nade good tractors at good prices-
Avoid the trap of buyíng raw riaterials idith some luxury goods;
such expÌoitat ion nlay Ìead to aggression. To build equity they
needed joint insti tut ions l ike the UN Econonic CoÌìÌ ission for
Europe in ceneva. Many snaller confl icts rrrere solved creatiwely,
including some arns control neasures. But a peace structure is
not only betr"Teen governments, i t  would include people-people and
people-governnent l inks. fordard the end the l ink bet\,reen peopfe
in the t iest and governnents in the East, and people-péople t inks
across borders becahe very inportant: Cit izen's Diplol lacy.

Skeptic: So v,/hat are you conplaining about? This alt happened!

Memorial: Yes, but i t  took decades to buitd peace st.ructures. So
much polarizationl Ì lore bridges, earl ier, Ìnedia cooperation,
and then patient !ùolk to nake the societies rnore peaceful.



6. PEACE CULTÙRES

Memorial: There are t l , Ìo differènt lèvels to peace culture.
There is surface culture. Both East and west deveÌoped a

peace culture; governnents in the East, and people in the West.
The former celebrated peace in gigantic youth festivals. The
la t l e r  made  the i r  demons t raL ions  fes t i ve ,  aes the t i c ,  l r i t h
nemorab fe  nus i c  and  l y r i cs .  co lo rs ,  dènces ,  spo r t s ,  espec ia lLy
in catholic counlr ies, Picasso doves united East and itest.

skeptic: fhe question is, of course , \ , /hether e/hat was
celebrated etas peace or the \dord r 'peacer'.  The Soviet Union had
biq posters za niru nir! Peace to the world, ln'hi le at the same
tine crushing brutafly the Hungarian revolution in 1956. And the
peaceniks in the west often didn't say utter a oord of proLestl

Ue!tA!-!a!: Sone did, sone not. A.nd that touches the other Ìeve1.
There is a deep culture, basic assumptions, codes, about reali ty
that seem so obvious that they are not even formulated.

skeptic: I f  they are not even spoken or writ ten, \n/ho cares?

l{enorial: Because they steer us irhen we get lost in crises.

Skeptic: But how! How \"rerè the superpo!,ters steeléd by "codes"?

Ue@.fjal:  contloversial. But hele are two sinpli f ied hypotheses:

Russian code: dualist, vert ical, pèssimist; there are only t! ,ro
altérnatives; decisions cone fron thé top; i t  vron't work anyhow.
Anerican code: dualist, horizontal, optiúist;-there are only two
alternatives; what people do natters; and we shall  overcohe.

Skèotic: Highly stereotypical. There are enornous variat ions!

Mernor j .aÌ: fhis is about culture, l ike slavic boqomil tradit ion,
or christìan dualisn in general; not about pubÌic opinion or
depth psychology. Both deep cultures htere predisposed to see
conmunism vs capital isÍr, partv rule vs peopÌe rule as the only
two possibi l i t ies; that ruÌed out social democracy. Russians
believed in governmental control of any peace culture, were
skeptical of western peace novements and tr ièd to control theÌn.
The west saw the peace culture of the East as propaganda; the
Russian people night agree, and assuhed that i t  would not work.
western governnents overplayed individual Eastern dissidents,
and Eastern government believed too Ìruch in summit nÌeetings. But
the l{estern peacè novement, buoyed by optimisn, was f inal ly
taken seriously in the East. when that strange alÌ iance started
gro'r ing, the western governments had to enter into a dialogue.

Skeptic: There you see, i t  ended well in spite of deep culturel

Ue4a!ie]: Deèp culture can be overruled, but i t  takes hard and
conscious work; and it  helps to be avrare of these hidden forces.
Théy stèered the deep polarization, and a sense of dark destiny.
The coÌd War camè to an end. But so did conmunisn and the
soviet Union. They sae/ onÌy te/o alternatives, and the government
caved in to capital isn, unlike the yin/yanq oriented chinese'
And Russian vert ical i ty and pessimisir becane self-defeating.



7. COI'LD THE COLD flAR 1949-1949 HAVE BEEI{ A.VOIDED?

Memorial: The answer to this question is not, -t tThe Bjg Hot war

rà" su""essfuLl.y avoidedl". we are talking about 4!--Jce!s--gE
oartly wasted historv, of a erhofe generation of half a bi l l ion

fleoplà east and l{est l iving in fear, spending too Íruch energy on

à stupia confÌ ict. The process afso took nuch too nuch t lme'

skeotic: I ,Jhat are you saying? we qot the- fal l  of the e'al l !

l . _ . r i b t "  sys tem,  f i r s t  s ta l i n i s t ,  t hen  so f te r ,  pos t - s ta l i n i s t

col lapsedl 
'  

with the exception of Ronania, as by a miracle

nobody was ki l led by these fàl1s. l ihat nore can you ask for?

MenorÍaÌ: I  ari  taÌking about avoiding the cold war'.There LÙas

àE"p contf ict on". valn"s, a shalÌovt conf l ict over interests '

what;e should learn to delrand fron confÌ ict transformation is

not only to be nonviolent, avoj-ding destruction of l i fe, things'

we shouid also lèarn to be constructive, to use a confl lct as

energy than can be turned in a constructive direction' Wè, East

and úàst, should have èmerged froÍì thè cold war with gulag and

nuclear nightnares behind us, but atso t" i th a higher synthesis'

skeptic: Ronantic, nostafgic, utopian. Do you have an exarnple?

Memorial: Not long sincé we had bitter class struggle in Europe'
óàf,.: i l . Ì  dent.td"d iree rnarket, Labor dexoanded state planninq, for

a àecent I i fe. Social detnocracy, social capital isn energed as

more than a compronise. l t  transcended the contradict ion' A

mixed economy bàsed on negotj-at ion between the puòlic and l:he

private sectórs, with guarantees for basic needs for al l ,  from

the cradLe to the grave, energed. There was beauty and decency

in the combination of the social and the denocratic. Another

exanple: inside 200 countries there are 2,000 nations wanting

soveieignty. switzèrland nanaged the incrediblel a country qrhere

four nalións feè1 relatively cornfortable. The fornula was

confederation; today more l ikè a federation. There is no
Do Ì i t i ca l  v i o lence  l i ke  i n  so  nany  o the r  coun t r j es '

But r.rhat did we qet? West atecÌarèd it  had won thè Cold War

because East sonèhow imploded, and started even before the end

to tear down the soclal aspect, in west, in south, even in East'

Economic growth, ioblessness and nisery comè together, aÌf over'
of cóur"" Éaèt Gerrnany \tas repressive, but also had social

achieverients. lnstead of building on the good in the bad, the

!^lest inposed itself.  Instead of the Truth and Reconcil iat ion of

that superior peace culture of south Africa, Germany produced

revenge in the name of rule of Ia!J, Be€h!sé!Be!.
Ínstead of confederations when ttìe Soviet Union, Yugosfavia

and Czechoslovakia broke doÌtn lde got 20 new countries and 20 nev/

arrnies; some of then already at {tar uith each other'
Instèad of a European House we got Europe dividèd in three

parts: a Cathol ic/Protestant Latin/Gernanic European Union, an

òrthodox Slavic part sèarching for coherence and a Turko-Musli Í l
Dart rr j . th ottoman roots. NoÈhing to be that proud of '  we got

i id of one biq confl ict and created nunerous others. Bad iob'

skeptic: But very nany are rather satisf ied with what happened !

Menorial: True. But peace is hard lrork, and r4te should Ìearn to

a.o..ra tt iqn.. quali ty products. Dear visitor, how do you feel?



T\3Ti,ARD PEACEF'UL T{ORLDS: A SI]UI'{ARY AND A CONCLUSION

s k e l t : c :  l e L  u s  s e e ,  l 9 n a l  o o  w e  h d v e  h e r e :

-  you  s ta r ted  w i th  peace  and  v io Ìence ,  a rq r : i ng  tha t  v io lence

ins 'uL ted  bas i c  needs  and  tha t  peace  had  to  respec t  t he r ì ,  t ha t  t h i s

had to be buil t  into hunan reÌations to avoid direct, str uci-urar

and  cu l tu ra l  v i o lence__ the  spec ia l t i es  o f  t he  th ree  upper  l aye rs

of the rndo-European construètion--that violence and peace found

their expressiorì i t t  t". t  dif ferent Slaee-É plus LLEc arld that

under l y ing  a l t  o f  t h i s  were  e igh t  f au l t - l i nes  1n  the  human

constr_uctlon eti th dìrect and structural genocide which you then

de f ined  as  nass i ve  ca teqo rv  k iL l i ng ;

o f  con f l i c ' t  as  a  na jo r  roo t  o f
confl ict TransfornèLlql l  as a

- yor.r then identíf ied Poor
v ioLence  and  nonv i  o len t ,
ma jo r  roo t  o f  peace ;

hand l  i ng
creative

-  a f te r  t hese  genera l  p r i nc ip les  you  s ta r ted  re la t i v i z ìn9 ,
searching for Petce cultu;es Aràund the I ' lor1d, exploÌing asking

s i x  cu f tú ra l  c Ìus te rs  fo r  t he i r  peace  nessage ,  i den t i f y i ng  i n  t he

end f ive peace archetypes, unevenfy found in the cuÌtures;

- but you were not satisf ied ! ' i th that '  For a Di3&gllc --q!
c i . r i f i r à i i o . r=  you  wan ted  deeper  app roaches  to  cu l tu le ,  so t îe t i nes

" - rd " ,  " " t  È rahn in / i n te l  Lec tua l /a r t i s t  soph is t i ca l ] i  on  '  You

iden t i f i ed  two  deep  cu l tu res  re Ìevan t  f o r  t he  peace  i ssue ,  Hard

and soft--f recognized sone of the f ive peace archetypes! And you

recommended di j Ìogues sof 'L-soft-- l ike between QÙakels and

Buddhists I assune--for nutuaÌ enrichnent, and Hard_soft for the

Hard to soften and the Soft to becone nore practical ,  concrete'

The  Hard -Hard  d ia logue  nay  l ead  to  a l l i ances ,  bu t  no t  t o  peace '

- then yoÌ. l  went on to six ADoroaches to. Peace' Th"y did not

exclude each other, and I assurnè you can f ind some of then in al l

cu l l u res .  bu t  aga in  unevenLy  d i s t r i bu ted .

-  obv ious l y ,  peace  app roaches  do  no t  becone  peace  po l i c i es  by

thense lves  só  you  i n t roduced  poss ibLe  advoca tes  and  ca r r l e rs :

Peace  Movenen ts ;  Peace  Educa t i on ,  peace  Jou rna l i sn ,  Peace  S tud ies '

-  and  f j - na l l y  one  way  o f  t es t i ng  a tL  these  concep ts  and  theo l i es :
you applied Éirem to €ne recent past, askins 9.a+kl!+:seqald -Eqrld
i lar i_n Eurooe Have Been Avoided?, and could the cold t 'ùar 1949-89

Have Been Avoided? - by using the six approaches- The answers were

f^r f .o* unanbiquous, but maybe asking questions of the past ts

e v e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n L  t L a n  t h e  a n s w e r s ?

Au tho r :  A  good  skep t i c  ce r ta in l y  knov rs  wha t  he  i s  skep t i ca l  abou t l

Skep t i c :  Don ' t  be  a r rogan t .  I  now have  tL io  bas i c  ques t l ons :

-:" ' t  there some simple way of sunnarizing even this summary?
- how do we nove towards peaCeful worlds in the third niÌ lennlum?

AqLllg!: Falr questions as long as you do not demand rèduction to

ó - "  s inq r "  conóep t  and  one  s ing le  peace  fo rnu fa '  They  t r i ed  tha t

i n  t he  f i e ld  o f  hea Ì th  and  i t  f , / as  no t  ve ry  success fu f '  Na tu re
g i ves  a  good  ansv?er :  d i ve rs i t y ,  w i th  svnb ios i s  anong  the  pa r t s '

úse diverse approaches, and then the synergy among the approaches'



Autho r :  I f  I  shou ld  s ta r t  aga in  a t  one  po in t ,  I  wou td  s ta r t  w i th
Con f f i c t  =  A t t r ' t r udes  +  Behav io r  +  Con t rad i c t i on .  ABC,  a t  l eas t  i n
Eng l i sh .  A t  t he  roo t  o f  t he  con f l i c t  1s  the  con t rad i c t i on ,  so r r i n
r ! é  h è o i - - i - . r  i e  - h é  c n - i - a d i c t i o n r r . I  d i s t rus t  such  fo rmu las ,

t - r i r . ^ l À  l ^  r r \ /  f ^  i . ! é n t  i f J  . l p è n  " - - i - ' 1 4 à <

o e e o  b e h a v i o r  o n d  d e e p  c o n t r a d i c l l q l s ,  a s s u n i n o  L n a t  t h e y  s t e e r  o r
a t  l eas t  i n f l uence  the  su r face  l eve l  o f  wha t  peop le  say  they  fee l
o r  t h ink ,  t he  behav lo r  we  can  obse rve ,  and  the  i ncompa t ib le  goa ls .

skep t i c :  i 'Deep ' i  nean ing  subconsc ious ,  h idden ,  under  the  su r face?

AU!,ba!: Precisely. And I would then identify those three r,r i th
^ é é n . | l t j r r p  ó à < r ' .  h r n à n  n é À r r s  . _ . 1  . l ó é r  s î r ' r . î r r - o .  i n  t h e  s e n s e

o f  f au Ì t - f i nes  i n  l he  hunan  soc ia l  cons t ruc t i on .  They  a re  exp lo red
r n  p è ^ . è  à n d  \ / i Ò ì è r c è  à n . l  n  r ' ^ d r è  Ò _  c i  :  : 7 F ' i Ò r s .  a b o v e .

skep t i c :  ve ry  genera Ì .  How do  you  ge t  peace  app roaches  f rom tha t?

a  ,  + F r , ì  h ^ !  "  - . , q . . 9 e

and  con t rad i c t i ons ;  and  then  deep  cu f tu re ,  bas i c  needs  and  deep
structure- And at this point I  would introduce a new concept:
c rene ra t i ons  o f  peace  app rcaches .  Le t  us  t r y :

F i r s t  qenera t i on  o f  peace  aoo roaches :  T i l L  t he  Second  wor ld  war :
A -o r i en ted :  Deace  movenen ts ,  advoca t i ng ,  denons t l a t i ng
B-o r ien ted :  war  abo l i t i on ,  e l i n ina t i ng  ! , / a r  as  soc ia l  i ns t i t u t í on
c -c r i en ted :  g loba l  gove rnance ,  g Ìoba l i z i ng  good  gove rnnen t

o f  cou rse ,  t he  th ree  ! , / e re  reLa ted ,  t r i t h  t he  peop Ìe  exp ress rng
thèmseÌves through the novenents and the governments bu]. lding
' n q f i r l j - i ó n s  

t ó r  r é . r i o n à  . 1 . h à l  n a - n n n i z a u i o n  a i ì d

abolishinq r"7ar through such nechanisrts as democì.acy, hunan rights
and  f ree  na rke ts .  Mo t to  fo r  t h i s  qenera t i on :  Peace  i s  t oo
i n ^ ^ r r a n l  r ^  l à : r , À  r - ^  r h -  - À n F r : l <  q ^ Ì . l i è r e

c é . ^ n ^  d é n è r à î  r ' ò n  ó f  n é a c é  A ' - a r  I  r ^ p  s è c Ò r d  W o r l d  , , i a r :

A-o r ien ted :  peace  educa t i on / i ou rna l i sm,  fo r  know ledge  and  enDa thv
a - ^ r ' ó n r 6 ^ .  h ^ h \ 7  i ^  l ó n - é  r  i d h t  i h d  h i r t  n ó n v  i n  l p n Ì  I  v

C - o r  i  e n l e d  :  . o n f  I  i  c t  t r a n s f  o r m a t  i  o r ,  s o  I  v  i  n q  c o n f  I  i  c t s  c r e a L  i  v e l  y .

À ^ - i -  r h ó  f h r ó o  r r é  . - l r l  è . 1  ^ n . l  é v .  l  / è  f  r . m  t h è  r 1 7 < t

Peop le  s ta r t  doub t i ng  tha t  peace  i s  necessa r i Ì y  anong  the  na t i ona l
i n te res ts  pu rsued  by  gove rnmen ts ,  and  a l so  doub t  t he i r  capab i l i t y ,
w a t c f j n g  t h e m  s r u m b l e  a L  r h e  D r : n k  o f  L h e  a b y s s  t h r o u g n  L h e  c o l d
Ida r .  Peop le  s ta r t  demand ing  educa t i on / j ou rna l i sm fo r  peace  and
t u r n  t o  t n e  s l r e e l s  n o r  o r l y  r o  a d v o c a t e  b u !  t o  Ì ; q h L ,  d e e o l y
insp i red  by  Gandh i  and  Mar t i n  Lu the r  K ing  J r . ,  Mande la  and  Îu tu .

^ r  h è ^ h ì ó , c  N r ì . J  . i i n r ò n ^ - \ r  e f à Ì f  a m è r d i n d  r Ò  q ó l v è

confl icts rather than to wait foÌ '  governments. Motto for this
- è r é r : . i  : c  î Ò ó  : r n ^ r r r - -  t s Ò  l è r w ó  i ^  î L è  r . , l i t i c i a n s .

r r ì h : - ^  a F n è r F - i ^ n  . f  n è r ^ è  i n F r ì  ^ | F < '  a r f è r  f L è  ^ . 1  I  i d a r :

A-o r ien ted :  peace  cu l tu res ,  go ing  i n to  deep  cu l tu res  i f  needed
B-o r ien ted :  bas i c  human  needs ,  as  non -nego t iab le  p i l l a r s
. - ^ - ì - - r - ^ '  n é : ^ À  c l - r , , ^ + , , r o <  r è n : i  r i h d  r à I l t - l i n è <  l i k é  d è n d é r

we a re  nov r  be low  the  su l face ,  sea rch ing  fo t  f ounda t ions  ,
genera l i z i ng  F reud  ( cu l tu re  and  needs )  and  Marx /Jung  (needs  and
s t r u c t L r e / .  Y o r t o :  P e a c e  i s  L o o  i : n D o - t a n t  ' o r  s h d l  l o w  a p D r o a c h e s .



Skep t i c :  And  where  wou ld  you  pu t  Peace  S tud ies  i n  a l l  o f  t h i s?

! - U t h o r :  A - L . i  o ! e r .  G o o d  p e a _ e  s t u d i e s  i s  t h e  i r t e l . e c t u a ' - y
^ i c ^ i ^ l i n o . l  i h ^ , , i r u  l n à r  r o - ^ d h i , o q  h ^  h ó i ì h ^ à r ; è c  i n  i - -  -  _ - _  - ^
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unders tand  the  cond i t i ons  fo r  a  no re  peace fuL  wor ld ;  sone t imes
lead ing  peop Ìe ' s  app roaches ,  sone t i nes  l agg ing  beh ind ,  Peop le  Ìnay
be  no re  d ia lec t i c  t han  the  resea lche rs -  The  f i r s t  genera t l on  q tas
a reaction against war !4t i th peopÌe denanding aboli t ion Lhrough
governmen taL  s tee r ing  above  na t i ons  and  s ta tes .  I n  t he  second
g e n e r a l - i o r  t î e r e  : s  d i s r r u s t  o f  q o v e r n m e n t s  k : L h  p e o p _ e  w a n t i n o  t o
work  fo r  peace  thense lves .  rn  the  th i rd  genera t i on  t t ì e re  i s  a
g r o w : n g  r e a l i l a ! - o n  o f  c o n p . I e x i r y .  T h e  e x p l o r a t j o n s  i n t o

. ì > - : t v  I  h 6  r - o h l e m s .

Skeo t i c :  The  ABc- t r i ang Ìe  becan ìe  a  p iece  o f  cake  w i th  the  i h i rd
dinension added, and you said that the road to peace l^tas to try to
change  a l Ì  s i x .  Bu t  I  hea rd  no th ing  abou t  chang ing  bas i c  needs ,
only that they were non-negotiable- Are they also non-changeable?

Au tho r :  candh i  e Ì i n ina ted  sex ,  and  L i ved  on  a  l ow  ca lo r i e  d ie t
w l t h  v e r y  r e w  i _ g r e d i e n t s .  ' l ' h a t  w a s  p a r !  o I  h i s  w a y .  I  w o u l d
l i ke  to  a rgue  tha t  peace  can  be  conb ined  w i th  sa t i s fac t i on  o f  a l l
r easonab le  bas i c  human  needs  fo r  su rv i va l  (o l :  cou rse l l ,  f o r  vJe Ì l -
be ing ,  f o r  f reedon  and  i denÈ i t y .  And  I  a rgue  tha t  v io lence  i n
genera l ,  and  v /a r  i n  pa r t i cu fa r ,  i s  l he  an t i t hes i s  o f  human  needs .

s k è n -  i . .  < ó  m , r  . l ^  ' . r  I  î p  .  - -  ' . n e  l u l J r e  l! - r e  ù J n L r a !  l

L u t h o r :  H o w  m a n y  L h i r d  m i l l e r n i u n  p e a . e  p o - i c i e s  d o  y o u  g r a n t  n e l

skeptic: MatiÍrun f ive to ten, naxinuÌÌr one or tî to l ines each:

Author: Let ne use the ten approaches above for a peaceful tJorld:
Peacè Movenent: extend this concept to incÌude coÍrnitnent to peace
D y  a l  g o v e r n m e n ! s  a n d  c o r p o r è ! i o n s ,  w i t h  c l e a r  p e a . e  p r o o r a í ì s .
Wel_è-baxllr l t :  treating of fens.ive arrìs l ike hard drugs, outlar,/ ing:
r e s e a r c n ,  d e \ e  I  o p n e n t ,  p r o d u c - - i o n ,  d i s t r -  i  b u t  :  o n ,  p o s s e s s i o n ,  - s e .
c loba Ì  Governance :  denoc ra t i z i ng  the  Un i ted  Na t ions  th rough  d i rec t
e l e c t i o n s  L o  a  P e o p l e ' s  A s s e n b l y  a n d  a b o l  j t i o n  o f  t h e  v e t o  p o w e r .
Peace  Educa t i on :  t o  be  i n t roduced  in  a t  aL l  schoo l  l eve l s  a l Ì  ove r
l i ke  c i v i cs ,  hyg iene ,  sex  educa t i on ,  knov , r l edge  o f  own  cu l tu ie .
Peace  Jou rna Ì i sn :  t ha t  a l l  decen t  ned ia  a l so  focus  on  ways  ou t  o f
_  ^ ^ ì ,  t  ^ f  h r r ì t d i h d  ì  c Ò ì . . - : ^ -  ^ . , , + . , - ^  ^ -  v i o t e n c e .

l l -A!yia1€!sc: that nonviolent ways of f ighting for a cause and to
de fend  own  j -n teg r  i t y=bas i c  needs  becomes  a  pa r t  o f  common sk i11s .
c o n ' l  c L  I  r a n s t o r n a r i o n :  l h a t  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l  s  i n  h a r d l i r q
c o n ! l i c !  b e c o n e  a  p a r t  o '  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o r  c i ! i z e n s  a r y v h e r e .
Pes !€__C l l l l l l r e  :  t r ì a t  peop le  sÈa- r  d  i scuss  i no  the j  r  own  cu  l Lu re ,
r"/hat can be done to make it  nore peace-product ive, and then do ì i .
8 a s i .  N è e d s :  r h a r  r e s p e c r  f o r  t h e  b a s i c  n e e d s  o l  e v e r y b o d y ,  a n d
i  n ^ ó 6 ^  r h À  h ^ c l -  h ó ó / l \ 7  t ì À - ^ - ^ -  n ^ -  ;  I  i ^ co  u o J r  9 u f u g f f r ' <  ! v r  P v r  ! e r e e ,

p ó r . p  q r , I . r | r ó .  ' - . -  6 v n l . i r ' F - : t è  > r d  ^ r r r r c t u r e s  ! , J i t n

n a t u r e ,  g e n d e r s ,  ì _ d c e s ,  c r a s s e s ,  n a t i o n s ,  s l a l . e s  L o  e q u i t y ,  D a r l t y

Skep t i c :  A  ta l Ì  o rde r ,  i ndeed l

A ! ! h o r :  H u n - n ; r y  h a s  b e e n  L n r o u o h  n ì u c h  Ì r ì o r e .  A n d  i n c r e a s i r q l y
a l -  o t  E h i sn L r r f L o r  y  | , o , ' r ,  v u ,  o , , u  w c v y ' c  w r  I  r  u v

t oge the r -  More  kno r^ rLedge ,  w i l Ì ,  and  op t i n i sm w i l l  ù rove  us  fo rwa Ì .d l
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We al:e talking about spaces for peace, and scenography for

the younger generations; haybe as opposed to the nìany veterans,

norar sonelrhat aqed, for obvious rèasons being attractect by

C i r cu i t  A .  A t  t he  sa Ì ìe  t rne ,  nany ,  mos t  (we  do  no t  Know)  o f

those itho visit  Circuit c - Decouvreurs de Ì londes _ on peace,

l t i l Ì  a l so  have  seen  C_ i r cu l t  A  and  C i r cu i t  B  (Le  t {onde  a  I ,Hèure

de  l a  cue r re  F ro ide ) ,  maybe  in  a fphabe t i ca l  o rde r -  c r r cu l t  A ,

Clrcuit B and the surrounding neutral landscape is the conr:ex!

fo r  t he  v i s i t o r .  Hence ,  f i r s t  so Ì ìe  obse rva t i ons  on  c l r cu l t  A ,

The  l nvas ion  s to ry  cou ìd  ha rd l y  be  be t te r  t o ld  (even  t f

today it  has to conpete rr i th Saving private Ryan). Juxlaposlng

All ied and cernan footage is nind_boggling; I found ÌnyseÌf

t ra in ing  to  t ra in  my  eyes  a t  bo th ,  conpar ing  the  s to ry_ te l l i nq ,

not onÌy the stories- But the general vrar story is less

convincing; among other reason because it  isn,t a story; t t  !é
and  can  be  v iewed  f roh  any  ang le .  The  ang les  chosen  a re :

[1 ] .  n i l i t a r y ,  ve ry  l i t t l e  abou t  t he  ro le  p layed  by  c j v i l i ans
!9y t : Ìq9. the rés isrance)  excepr  for  the rop p" i i l i " i " "= ,
l 2 l  .be l l i c i s tT  very  Ì i t t l .e  about  e ì i te  a rd  peopfe  

- t , - ; . -  
l . ^reach across and work I or sorne k Lnd of pe;;; jr-. l i  ,_t à' ""i , 
'"

!:].- i;ct9r-grignted, very t. irrle abour ti,. iót""-piivào oy a""ps t r u c t u r e  ( p a È r i a r c h y ,  p a t r i o t i s m )  a n d  d e e p  . u i t , ] i "  
' i - . n . - ,  

.
f 4 I enpi r ic i st , 'rery- crue to datà , "ó- ,".r 'rà.- "r^rit"ì! i=i iír.twas or r^rent ùrong) and construct ivi sÌn, how about afternatives;
[5] pa-st-oriented, nothing about the future of wa.s, no, tn"yare l ikely to develop if lhe process continues unchecked;
| 6l 

- 
state-oriented, very l irale abour rh; ì;"i. i ;;:",akers aspersons ,  psycho-h is to ry  a t  the  persona l ,  subconsc ious  leve l ;

l7l occidéntat, very Ìittte aboút occide-ntJ ."i""-i"ì i=* ut tn.expense of the non-occident all ovèr, anO tire occiJen;at codes;Is] niddte/otder aqe orientèd, rhe ;";e;;-;er"r'e'cTs"' t lnerr rrreand ! ,o r td ,  a tso  in  thè  hanv  ar te fac ts  tha t  i ; ; ; i ; ; -nosra tgra ;
[9]_ elite-oriented, the wa'r, ar" seen troh upper/middle cfassang lesr  no t  f ron  workèr /peasant  ang lés ,  tno=" ' i ,nó ' . ie  x i f fea ;1ol ùate-oriented, almosi everythiig iJ "t, ly ;;; 

- i; 
nen, norabout !r 'onen as victins and co_perpetrators be;ind the front.
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Hor^rever, another aspect is fìore problenatic: a war museun

tends to portray wat as a normal hunan condit ion. t,o the
contrary, I  would argue that rrar is abnornal, peace nornal, and
that nany researchers in the f ield nake a nethodologicaÌ error.

cons ide r  a  rdo r ld  i r i t h  10  s ta tes ,  nean ing  45  dyac ts .  Choose
a  yea r ,  aDd  we  f i nd ,  say ,  war  i n  two  dyads ;  one  s ta te  appear lng

rn  bo th  dyads .  C lass i f y i ng  the  yea r  as  be l l i ge ren t  i s  a  na jo r
methodological nistake. Ide have found only 2 qrars in d concèxÈ
o f  43  r i peace ,s ' ,  ( t he  word  does  no t  even  have  a  p lu ra l ,  be ing  so
re l f i ed ,  esseh t i a l i s t ,  i t  i s  o r  i t  i s  no t )  -  S tudy ing  Èhose  t r ^ ro
wars we may develop a theory of one bully/hegénon and two vict im
s ta tes /c l i en ts ,  f o rge t t i ng  tha t  t he  bu l1y  t ras  a t  peace  w i th  7
s taÈes ,  and  tha t  43  peaces  may  be  equa l l y  wor th  unders tand lng ,

Hav ing  es tab l i shed  tha t  t he  yea r  v ras  43 /45=969"  peace fu l  and
4Z bell ìgerent, we hay noùr ask: were they at war the ùhofe year?

In  fac t ,  2  dyadsx365  days  g i ve  us  73O dyad_days ;  i f  a t  r ra r  on l y ,
say ,  460  o f  t he Ìn ,  63A ,  vJe  come do i rn  to  2 .52 .  Thè  res t  i , vas  peace ,

naybe  a  nega t i ve ,  vu lne rab le ,  unsus ta inab le  peace ,  bu t  peace .

[, le may thèn ask: r,/as the whole population ìn the countrÌes
pe rsona l l y  i nvo l ved ,  as  sender ,  rece i ve r ,  o r  bo th ,  o f  v i o lence?
or  on ìy ,  say ,  1OZ o f  t he  popu la t i on  on  the  ave rage  fo r  t he  460
dyad-days? or éven nuch ìess i f  we count person_alyads rather
than country-dyads? tùe end up vrith o/oo,s, rdhich only serves to
show that rrè have becohe mesherized by larar, and bl ind to the
prevalence of peace as the l1orlnal ,  hunan, condit ion. or coutse,
one reason for noh_war is nob_contact, but vhy noE counc
distance as a paxogenic factor? we could go on fìron lnere and
s tudy  pos i t i vè  peace ,  t he  good  th ings  peop Ìe  do  i n  t hesè  dyads ,
and ask: how can we prevent interaction fron turning violent?
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Th is  b ias  i n  t he  pe rspec t i ve  may  be  re la ted  to  the  ten

factors mentioned above. Adding theÌì al1 up, conceiving of them

as  p ro f i l es ,  we  nay  sense  sone  connec t i ons .  The  conb ina t i on

na 1ele I i  telo lder/Occ i dènt/state ( étatique ) is mole beÌl icist and

mil i tary in general orientation than its negation. If  rde combine

th i s  w i th  the  ep i s teho logy  o f  ac to r /enp í r i c i s t / pas t -o r i en ted ,

then we aÌso sense holr they are protected in their views: no

sea lch  i n to  the  deeper  c rev i ces  o f  t he  soc ia t  cons t ruc t i on ;  no

c r i t i que ,  no  a l t e rna t i ves ;  no  f  o r r i r a rd - l ook ing  pe rspec t i ves .

And yet this is no crit ìque. A Írar museun is a nar musèuÌt;

al l  that is said i .s that there is nore to the discourse rnan

j u s t  L è l l ; n q  a  s t o r y  a b o u t  n i l . i t a r y  a c l i v i t y .  A  d i s c o u r s e  i s

best understood by understanding lrhat is feft out, and we have

to  unders tand  the  sub tex t  ( v ra r  i s  no rma l ) ,  con tex t  ( t he re  w i f Ì

always be spectators and I ' innocent bystandeis, ') and supertext

l " t o  w i n  i s  l ) o t  e v e r y t h i n g ,  i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g t ' 1 .

The point is that \rar is onÌy part of the war story. I t

k'ouÌd be interesting to i-nterview people èxit ing frol l l  the

MEMORIAL as it  is constructed today, simply asking them \,, /hether

they are nÍssing something, whether they felt that sonething has

been left out, etc. A.n educated guess e/ould be aÌong the l ines

g iven  above :  t hose  l r i t h  t he  p ro f i l e  o f  t he  l as t  f i ve  po in t s  nay

declare themselves contented; those \r i th other profi les

probably less so. And what théy are nlssing rìay be located

e x a c L l y  i n  L h e  d i r e c L i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t i v e  p o i n t s .

This is the point where enpir ical data vrould be wefcohe.

Why not slmply make an exit-nuseun study, to get sone guidance?

A sample of one hundred, and open-ended questions night be very

use fu l ;  pa r t i cu la r l y  f o r  unders tand ing  the  younger  genera t l ons ,



conc Ìud ing  th i s  sec t i on  a  no te  on  the  pe rpe t ra to r - v i c t i n

po r t raya l  i n  war  huseuns ;  i n  f ou r  f eve l s  o f  i nc reas ing  na tu r i t y :

Lewel l :  one party is portrayed onLy as perpetrator, the

o the r  on l y  as  v i c t i r n .  To ta l l y  un rea l i s t i c  and  no ra l Ì y  dub ious .

P o r l r a y i n g  S e l f  a s  p e r p e t r a t o r  o n l y  a n d  o l h e r  a s  v i c t i n ,  i s

nasoch is t i c ;  bu t  po r t ray inq  Se Ì f  as  v i c t im  on Ìy  and  o the r  as

perpetrator j-s also \ntrong. Both nay lead to hatled of thè party

po r t rayed  as  pe rpe t ra to r ,  and  i nc rease  l eve l s  o f  agg ress i veness '

Level 2: Portraying both as both, both places is more

realist ic, Ìnore yin/yang, more true to the nature of war. Both

sides r,ùi l l  necessari ly both receive and send violence, any\^there -

teveì 3: over t ine this perspective gains in realisn; v/als

over t ime beget other wars. one siale was more perpetrator in

the f irst \ . /ar, the other takes revenge in the next r i /ar, and so

on .  More  na tu re ;  no re  rec ip roc i t y ,  l ess  abso lu t i sn  (P iage t ) ;  "he

behaves l ike this because I once behaved the same !ùayrr. The next

war may be displaced aggression, l ikè taking it  out on weaker

pa r t i es  i n  co lon ia l  wa rs .  Bu t  Ì ook  and  you ' Ì Ì  f i nd  i t '

Level 4: But instead of using these labels on the part i .es

Ìook at the logic of the systen they are in: an inter-state wal

system. Both sldes are playing roÌes. We understand chess

through the rules hore than through the playels' personali ty.

we  nay  f i nd  the  l og i c  o f  wa r  repu ls i ve ,  ho r r i b le ,  and  re jec t  i t .

For the First t ' lorld war, now 80 years ago, Lre have conè to that

po.int, but not yet for the Second wolLd l 'ùar (only 50+). The

sane  goes  fo r  f roze r1 ,  s t ruc tu ra l  v i o lence :  s lave ry ,  co lon ia l i sm,

(c1ass ,  pa t r i a rchy ) ;  b rough t  abou t  and  na in ta ined  by  v io lence .

The topdog aÌvtays tr ies to portray the underdog as aggressive,

as perpetrator when they try to protest, violently or not-
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2- l , iar Museuns. Anti-!ùar Museums and Peace Mìlseums

There are rtar nruseuDs tel l ing the history of r,ùar, or of one

par t i cu Ìa r  v , ra r .  Some o f  t hen  g fo r i f y ,  d i rec t l y  o r  i nd i rec t l y ,

and may inspire action support ing the next war.

There are anti-sar museuhs focusing on the suffering, the

insanity of war, or of one part icular vtar. sone of theh may

insp i re  ac t i on  aga ins t  t he  nex t  war '

And then there are, presunably, peace museuDs. But r ' that do

they exhibit? A nuseum is a dj-scourse, the exhibits are the

statements, their ai langenent in museun space and rnuseum tane ls

the syntax, the museuÌì vtalk is the reading/l istening. what, ho\^'?

To approach this \^'e Íì ight proceed by anatogy- l 'ùhat would we

exh ib i t  i n  hea l th  nuseums ,  us ing  hea l th :d i sease  =  peace :v io lence

as point of departure? t ' le would have disease museuns presentlnq

d i - seases  i n  t i r ne  (h i s to ry ) ,  i n  space  (a round  the  no r ld ) ,  t he i r

causes and consequences focusing on epidemic/endenic/pandemic

d i seases  (no t  necessa r i l y  con tag ious ) ,  rough ly  co r respond ing  to

Iocal /regianal /world wars. Ide would have anti-disease ÌìuseuÌÌ ls,

lr i th sections dedicated to the holrors of dying from cardio-

vascu la r  d i seases ,  cance r ,  home/  j ob / t ra f  f  i c  acc iden ts ;  end ing

rnrith disptays of burials and the ceneteries of Ìnajol reÌ igìons.

Heavy argunents agalnst prematurè, avoidable and painfuf dèath-

Needless to say, that museum would leave us as unsatÍsf ied

as  any  v i s i t  t o  an  "ob jec t i ve ,  r va lue - f ree ' r ,  doc to r  v rho ,  a f te r

hav ing  made  h i s  d iagnos i s  and  h i s  sa fè  p rognos i s  ( r r you  l t i l Ì  d ie

sooner  o r  l a te r t t ) ,  t hanks  yo t l  f o r  con ing ,  hav ing  dè l i ve red  those

prec ious  da ta  fo r  h i - s  nèx t  a r t i c Ìe  i n  t he  sc ien t i f i c  f i e Ìd  o f

pathology, we would shout: But where is your health section?

t{here is your therapy? what are you going to do about it?



No argument agatns! war and anti-r"7ar nuseuns '  we need both

the diaÌectic bet$teen Ùar, anti-war and peace; and betlteen

d isease ,  an t i -d i sease  and  hea l th '  Bu t  t he  fo lmer  focuses  too

nuch  on  the  nega t i ve ,  and  the  l a t t e r  on  the  pos i t i ve '

what i touÌd be the discourse, the exhiblts of a hèalth

Ììuseum? Not photos of Nobel Prize wínners j 'n nedicine' ! '7e hope?

some do not even look healthy, many of then reportedly smoked '

To answer that !ùe need a theory of health that can give us some

guidance through the wilderness' Hère is one suggestion'

If  ire conceive of disease as an excess of Exposure !o

pathogens ( mlcro-organlsms , pof lutants/stress '  hazards) relative

to human Resistance, then we get two approaches to health:

Reduce or rènove the exposure: hygiene, no snoking' less stress;

rnc rease  the  resas tance :  rmr ìun i t y ,  d ie t ,  . exe rc i - se '  sp i r i t ua Ì :

;; ; t ; ; i-" i l t  è.,t"t .  yo,.t .  bodv/mind/spir i t '  and health folfows;

ià""l i iv the anti-palhog"n", 
' ih" rrsanogens" '  strengthen thenl

This gives us t l lo l , / ings of the museurn' one for rrreduce Err '

t he  o the r  f o r , , i nc rease  R" ;  and  a  th i rd  fo r  cu ra t l ve  med ic ine '

rehab iL i t a t i on ,  i f  p r i r na ry  and  secondary  p rophy lax i s  f a i l -  Bu t

this wil l  becone boring propaganda from a health ninistry (vtash

your  hands  a f té r  t o i l e t ,  use  condoms aga ins t  A IDS '  l i ve  i n  peace

with everybody, Ìearn how to stop snoking'use 5oo healthy food

rec ipes ,  enqage  in  da i l y /hou r l y  exe rc i ses )  un less  i ' / e  have :

A negative anchor: The anti-disease section/nuseun; see above

A posit ive anchor: what a healthy f i fe can offer al l  of us!

one roì]t ing could be fron disease via anti-disease and the

I 'do and don't" sectlons to posit ive health as much Ììore than

h igh  res i s tance  capac i t y .  o r  any  o the r  l ou te ;  no  one_way  s igns '

rather some extra space for traff ic jansl what natters is that

peop fe  Ìeavé  the  rùusèum insp i red ,  op t i t n i s t i c '  f i t l ed  w i th  i deas '
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So let us develop an inaqe- Let us stand at the very heart

o f  F rance ,  i n  Pa r i s :  under  the  A rc  de  î r i onphe ,  a t  t he  p lace  d ,

Etorle. Behind us is the Av. de la crande Armée, we have !,/alked

i t s  l ong  d i s tance  up  to  the  t r i unph  a rch ;  t ha t  pa th  o f  c1o ry ,

r{rhich, says Evelyn t laugh, Leads But to Death. In front of us is

the beautiful display of the heavenly f ields, Av.des ChaDps

Elysées, about as far as we can see- So often this r,7as Éne

avenue traveled: the Arhy, the cÌory, the Death. We look around;

there rnust be some other roads, less traveled, whele are theyl

we see them; three to the right, threè to the left,  now

using the nap of peace theory, inspired by the health exercise,

How about seèing violence, r irar and peace in terms of Íbel logens"

and I 'paxogensr,, puÌl ing toward wa! and peace? The exposure is

the destructive por/er, the resistance is the invuÌnerabi I  i ty;

Ì ike arror^r/ lance and shield/arnor, or the bonb and the bunker.

From this image we derive one road to peace, traveled by

many: ear l initat ion, through ius ad beÌtuù, ius in bello and

arms control; and l 'ar alrol i t ion, by refusing nif i tal:y service

(COs1) ,  cap i ta Ì ,  R&D (H ippoc ra t i c  Oa th  fo r  sc ien t i s t s l  ) ,  A9 ,

d i sa rnanen t .  Or ,  no  a r tny  a t  a l l ,  t oday  i n  30  coun t r i es  and  17

te r r i t o r i es .  Morè  i nvu l  ne rab  i  f  . i t y  on l y  l eads  to  encapsu la t i on .

Bellogens have to be reduceal or nodif ied, paxogens to be

s t reng thened .  How abou t  bad  ac to rs ,  bu l l i es ,  i nd i v idua ls  o r

states, that become perpetrators, hurt ing and harning others?

Sure, but naybè there are two very d_ifferent approaches to them.

First, we may l ike to control then through the rule of fav,/,

assuning they wil l  get at each other,s throat in Hobbes' bèl lun

oDniuù coll tra o!ùtes unless checkèd by a central authority; r^rorld

governance, created in the inage of a good, peaceful state.
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Second, we may ask, how did those actors become that bad?

Assuming that our nature nakes for both harnony and violence, v/e

are left with structure and culture as the big bellogens we have

to turn into paxogens, into structures and cultures of peace.

How about paxogens, sonething not to struggle against but

to strengthen? one has already been rìentioned: a srorld society,

building on the ruÌe of law. Trrro oLhers loom high in the peace

d iscou rse :  con f l i c t  t r ans fo rna t i on ,  and  nonv io lence .  The  fo rme l

is part lcularÌy useful when the confl ict is open and the part ies

are equal; nonvlolence is nore relevant e/hen the confl ict is

hidden and one party is suppressing thè other l ike under slavery

and colonial isÌn, or threatening to do so through occupation.

So  !he re  they  d re ,  l e t  us  say  th ree  " reduce , /hod i l y

bellogen'r roads to the right, and three rrstrengthen paxogen'l

r o à . l s  I n  t h a  ì è f -  n ^ t  i n  r h é  r s ì r à l  h ^ l ì i i . ^ l  s e n s e  o f

conservative and radical, by maybe in the sense of ofd and nen,

o f  19 th  cen tu ry  ve rsus  20 th  cen tu ry .  Con f l i c t  T rans fo rma t ion ,

Nonviolence and l,ùorld covernance on the one hand, and war

AboÌit ion, Peace Structures and Peace cultures on the other.

S i x  roads  no t  t rave l l ed ;  roads  no t  t aken  (Rober t  F ros t ) .

A  nà iÒr  Èask  Ò f  à  hè^ .e  museun  wou ld  be  to  l e t  t he  v i s i t o r

t ravè l  ,  even  l ra Ì k ,  r r i t h  many  s tops ,  t hose  roads ,  B Ì r t  t h i s

should not be done in abstracto, l ike a theory of peacè, or even

worse ,  ph i l osophy  o f  peace ,  l ec tu re .  Th i s  shou ld  be  done

concretely, contrasting the roads of peace not travelled lr i th

that broad avenue that was traveled, in othér ùords using a

concrete wal as a point of departure. This could be any war;

any war 1s a nonunent over general hunan inabil- i ty to handle

such  p rob lems ,  and  the  i nab i l . i t y  o f  po l i t i c i ans  i n  pa r t i cu la l : .
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Th is  b r i ngs  up  an  impo l tan t  po in t :  o f  cou rse  no  se l f -

respecting war museum \,tould ever drean of presenting a vral

v,/ i thout a deep look into the decision-naklng (or lack lhereof)

o f  key  po Ì i t i c i ans  and  m i l i t a ry ,  i nc lud ing  i n  t ha t  deep  Ìook

bo th  deep  cu l tu re  and  deep  pe rsona l i t y .  rnd i spensab le  i f  v ' e

want to attach a peace component, whether we 90 via an anti-rda!

nuseum or not. ! 'ùe have to understand how they thought and felt

ln' i th their head-brains and theil  gut-brains, to devélop

a l te rna t i ve  unders tand ing .  Exanp le :  MacNanara ' s  V ié t  Nan  book '

In our inìage we have al located one avenue to !ùar and six to

péace. l ' lars can be fought in different ways, using violence for

po l i t i ca l  ends ,  i nc lud ing  the  "peace  en fo rcemen t r r  o f  uN  cha r te r ,

chap te r  v I I .  The  s i x  avenues  o f  peace  a l so  have  one  th lng  1n

comnon: I 'by peaceful means". But that can lead us in many

directions. t 'ùhich directions lead to creative and nonviolent

sotution of the underÌying confl ict depends on the case' Thele

is only one rule: bètter snall  successful steps along one road

than one giant step in the srong direction. walk alÌ roads, in

theory, in practice and in the huseum; and there are many nore'

As  the  roads  o f  peace  had  no t  been  t raveLed  success fu Ì l y ,

otherwise there would not have been a war, the Íìuseun nould be

an exercise in counterfactual history asking the absoÌutely

basic question: shat could have been done, at some point '  rthy

sasn't i t  done, and hos could i t  have been done successful ly?

By building alternative scenarios for the past, r,e overcone

the  fa ta l i sm o f  h i s to r i ca l  de te r Ì t i n i sm;  coh ing  on  top  o f  h i s to ry

ra the r  t han  Ìe t t í ng  h i s to ry  come on  top  o f  us .  A f te r  a Ì ] ,  we

know nore about the past than about the present and the future.

UnbÌocking the past nay serve to unbÌock the other two.



Le t  us  t r y  t he  peace  roads  as  a l t e rna t i ves  to  Wor ld  War  I I ;

t he  coun te r fac tua Ì  h i s to l y ,  i n  t he  sub junc t i ve ,  "as  i f " ,  node :

Avenue confl. ict Transfornation: reframe the confl ict by revising

the  ve rsa i l l es  T rea ty ,  say ,  i n  1924 ;  abandon ing  thè  i dea  o f

cernany as soÌe perpetratòr and al l  Gernans as collectiveÌy

!u i l t y ,  sna r lng  i espons iU i f i t y ,  t he reby  e l im ina t i -ng  H i t l ' e r ' s

íos t  i uccess fu í  a rgumen t .  Fo r - the  Pac i f i c  I /Ùa r :  ea r l y  admiss ion

that westeln colonlal isn was wrong, with a pÌan to disnantlè

i i ,  t ne r "uy  e l i n ina t i ng  bo th  the  r 'Às ia  fo r  As ians f  and ' rÀs ia  fo r

Japan" arg:unents of Japanèse mil i tarisn. What \tould havè been

thè counter-argunents, counter-forces, and how to overcome them?

A,venue Nonviolence: spreading knowledqe of nonviolence in

C" r * .ny ,  c tea t i ng  no t  o ;e  bu t  t housands  o f  Rosens t rasse ,  Be r l i n '

iàl."uiy 1943, a;d thousands of Bonhoffers, satyagraha brigades

lcananii  entering Germany peaceful ly. counter-argu!ìents? l lany !

Avenue World GovernaDce: under !,rhat condit ions would the Leaque

of Nations nevertheÌess have been successful? what coÙld others

have done for Germany (Italy, Japan) to be nore peaceful? More

ernphasis on posit ive, less on negative sanctions? More on

""i-rq""aatta""tàr organizations, weaving htebs of inteldependence?

Avenue l{ar Aboli t ion: under what condlt ions could dlsarmament or

"ó"." i""t io,-ts objection have been successful? A condit ion would

nà"à L."" rnassiie denunciation of l tar as social insti t t l t ion'

i ix" t fr" denunciation of slavery and the incipient denunciation

of colonial isn. one approach: numerous antl-war museums '

Avenue Peace structures: wouÌd a Iess capital ist, nore soci 'al ist
or at least social denocratic, econonic structure have helped?

a  ^oaa  denoc ra t i c ,  even  d i rec t l y  de rnoc ra t i c ,  po l i t i ca Ì

structure? Less authorital ian j-sm at hoÌI le, at school, on the job?

Avenue Peace cultures: i^tou1d a conversion to softer christ ianity
or to, say, buddhism have been useful? How about massive peace

educaiion-, and, fol the nedia, peace journalism?

we let that do. Seven is the naxinun complexity; we have 7'

Down the nuseutn l^ralk there would be texts and i l lustrations

of l that this vtould nean in practlce, drawing on case stories,

around the worlal. Peace approaches are given a falr vlewing, and

so are argunents against. AÌong the roads there would be sone

chances  to  s i t  down ,  re f Ìec t ,  d i scuss .  usua l l y  no  c Ìea r  ansner

r,r i l . l  emerge. The avenue wil l  becone an increasingly narro\^' road'

a  Iane ,  a  "ga rden  o f  f o rk ing  pa ths "  (Bo rges ) ,  t he  v i s i t o r ,  l i ke

human i t y  w i l f  eas l l y  ge t  l os t  i n  a  l aby r in th  w i th  no  ex i t  s i gns '
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And that j ,s the t lme to go back to the point of departule,

the  museum equ iva len t  o f  t he  P lace  d 'E to i l e ,  t r y i ng  ano the l

peace avenue- And perhaps ending with the concluslon that none

of them taken alone was a viable afternative, but that traveled

together in paralÌeÌ, by the sane and by different persons and

states, they night have changed the course of history-

we then enter the next part of the huseurn, dedicated to the

alternative scenarios for the present, After aÌÌ,  past is past;

present options are l inited but not do\,tn to one road, the road

traveÌed. The visitor wouÌd bè introduced to key confl icts of

the  day  (obv ious Ìy  th i s  r , r i l l  have  to  be  changèd  qu i te  o f ten ) ,

and then invited to interact, in one way or the other, person-

person, person-conputer, coÍrputer-conputer, to do the ground

qrork for the peace roads. The six roads fron counterfactuaf

h i s to ry  w i l L  be  ava i l ab le ,  poss ib l y  a l so  wha t  t he  v i s i t o r  may

have learnt i f  he has devoted t ine to get nore deeply ìnto the

issues. The visitor tnay break out of that discourse, sugqesting

roads of his own. The museun discourse is not a prison' The

good visltor creates his ortn syntax; his own sentences, too.

This woutd also be a good occasion for nini-courses on

confÌ ict transfornation; on hoii  to éÌnpower peace actors, for

instance by netlrorking NGOS; on school and university curricula

in  peace  educa t i on ;  on  peace  zones ;  on  peace fu l  reconc l l i a t i on -

And there wold be nuch advice about hon to get rnore material .

Wè then enter the last section: alternatiwe scenarios for

the future- I/ ,Je are now Ìîuch hore free; the cone of the future

opens  up ,  r i ch  w i th  poss ib i l i t i es .  The re  i s  much  more  space  fo r

inagination. Instead of thè focus on negative peace_-hotù could

war have been avoided--we now turn toward posit ive peace.
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What would !,re LÍke to pour into that concept? Peace is

also our suDmum tìonuh, the projection screen for our dreans, our

u top ias .  An  exce l l en t  oppor tun i t y  t o  ask  the  v i s i t o rs  how they

envisaqe peace, not worrying so much about hos, to get there, and

par t i cu la r Ì y  no t  abou t  a l t e rna t i ves  fo r  t he  pas t .  G ive  power  to

inag ina t i on l  An  exce l l en t  open ing  fo r  educa t i ona l  workshops

during !,/eekends, part icularly for younger generations.

One approach is well  knoqrn: econoDic opportunity costs.

Conpare the world ÌniÌ i tary budget with basic needs for the nost

needy, distr ibute the Ìnoney l iberated through disarmament.

Another would be social opportunity costs: disÌnantle the

open  o r  h idden  m i l i t a r i s t  s t ruc tu res  i n  t he  wor Ìd ,  res t i ng  on

pa t r i a rchy ,  d i s t r i bu te  pe rsona l  and  soc ia f  ene rg ies  l i be ra ted .

Sti l l  another wouÌd be cultural opportunity costs. This

would go far beyond ridding the language of gender and violence

b j .as /  t o \da rd  a  c r i t i ca l  exan ina t i on  o f  deeper  Laye rs .  Imag ine  a

cu l tu re  ( v i k ing )  w i th  a  deep ly  pess in i s t i c  v iew  o f  t he  fu tu re ,

and  a  pan theon  o f  ev i Ì ,  t r i cky ,  v io len t  gods .  I f  hunan  be ings

are inspired by their eschatologies we would expect aggression

more  than  enp Í re -bu i fd ìng ,  f o r  t ha t  ch r i s t i an  op t i n i sn  nay  be

needed. And then: were Protestants hore cruel as sl-ave-owners

than Catholics (Tannenbaun), Virqin Mary having been renoved?

We r^/ant the visitors to leave the Ììuseums rlr i t f ì  a feel lng of

enpowerment. They should be optirnist ic, feèÌing that there is

s o  n u c h  w o r k  L o  d o ,  f e e l j n g  i n s p i r e d ,  n o r e  u p  t o  t h e  t a s k ,  t h a t

the  wor ld  i s  f i l l ed  w i th  oppor tun i t i es .  The  po in t  i s  no t  t o

b l a n e  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  t o  l e a r n ,  d i a l e c t i c a l l y ,  d i a l o g i c a l l y ,

c rea t i ve l y .  i n  o rde r  no t  t o  repea t  t he  e r ro rs .  And  pa r t i cu la r l y

so  fo r  t he  younger  genera t i ons :  t hey  have  more  l i f e  t o  l i ve .
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4 .  A  No te  on  Peace  Museums as  Educa t i on  fo r  Peace .

l l J  T o  u s e  p e a c e  n u s e u m s  a s  a  c o n L r i b u l i o n  t o  w o r l d  p e a c e ,

v ,e  need  theo r ies  o f  educd t i on ,  museuns  and  peèce .

[2 ]  Educa t i on  ( ce rman  iB i l dung r ' ,  d i f f e ren t  f rom schoo l i ng ,

"Ausb i l dung" ) ,  cones  ma in Ìy  f ron  the  i ns ide  as  se l f - s tudy ,  f ron

peers as co-study, from teachers as study; al irays interactive,

d ia Ìog i ca l ,  c r i t i ca l .  cons t ruc t i ve ,  d ia lec t i ca Ì l y  nega t i ng  and

t ranscènd ìng .  Un l i ke  l i nea r  schoo Ì i ng  a long  a  p resc r ibed  t rack ,

the pelson in search of education designs hls o\tn traiectoly;

using any curve known or unknovtn to geometry. Good students see

education and schooling as non-exclusive.

[3 ]  A  Museun  i s  i n  p r i nc ip lè  to ta l  educa t i on  ( i n  Gernan

that would be rrcesantbi ldung", l ike t{agner's conception of opera

as 'r cesaÌntkunstwerk " ) .  rt  inpinges on al l  facult ies, not only

l i ke  usua l  educa t i on  on  the  eyes  ( read ing ,  v iew ing ) ,  t he  ea rs

( l i s ten ing )  and  the  voca l  cho rds  ( speak ing ) ,  bu t  on  mo t ion

(na l k ing  th rough) ,  t ouch ing  (when  pe rm i t t ed ,  usua l l y  no t !  ) ,

s rne l l i ng  ( re Ì i g ion  doès  th i s  be t te r ,  i ncense ) ,  t as t i ng  (d r i nks

and  foods  i n  t he  ca fe te r i a  shou ld  be  ad jus ted  to  the  exh ib i t s . )

A  good  nuseua  sugges ts  a  t rack ,  bu t  f ac i l i t è tes  des ign ing

aÌternative trajectories to avoid feeling processed by soÌne

museum designer nith nessages to be walked in the correct order.

A good museun r^rouId include a Ì ibrary for self-study, snall

d i scuss ion  rooms  o r  co rne rs  fo r  co -s tudy ,  l ec tu res  fo r  s tudy .

[4 ]  Peace  can  be  de f i ned  as  peace fu l  reduc t i on  o f  v io lence

or  as  peace fu l ,  c rea t i ve  t rans fo r tna t i on  o f  con f l i c t ,  i . / h i ch  a l so

has  to  be  d ia log i ca l  ,  d ia lec t i ca l  and  t ranscend ing .  v io lence  i s

then defined as anything that insuÌts the basic hunan needs for

su rv i va l ,  a  n in inun  o f  l r e l l - be in9 ,  f reedon  (space )  and  i den t i t y .
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Peace  i s  t he  no rna l  s ta te  o f  hunan  a f fa i r s ;  v i o lence  i n  the

sense  o f  d i rec t  o r  ac to r  v io lence  i s  t he  excep t i on ,  t he  b fack

spo ts  on  t ra jec to r i es  o f  i nd i v idua ls ,  as  v i c t im  and  pe rpe t ra to r '

v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  i n d i r e c t  o r  s t r u c t u r a l  v i o l e n c e ,

rep ress ing ,  exp lo i t i ng  and  a l i ena t i ng ,  f o rc ing  peop le  toge the r

o r  apa r t ,  i s  so  ub iqu i tous ,  so  no rna l  t ha t  i t  becones  i nv i s ib le .

V io lence  i n  the  sense  o f  cu l t u ra l  v i o lence  l eg i t i n i z i ng  the

o the r  two ,  i s  a l so  ub j -qu i tous .  Th i s  i s  t he  v io lence  o f  t he

brahmìns, as opposed to the direct violence of the kshatriyas

and the indirect violence of the yqisy4. Theìr vict ins are

above al l  the connon people, the shudras, and the excluded

peop le ,  t ne  pe l j k l g  ( t hese  te rms  have  ìoca l  i n te rp re ta t i ons ) .

Tha t  g Ì ves  us  th ree  more  p rec i se  mean ings  o f  peace :

-  pe rsona l  peace ,  sec ! Ì r t t y  =  absence  o f  d i rec t  v io Ìence ;

- structural peace or absence of structuraÌ violènce; and

-  . ) ,  î r ' . . ì  à h s é n c e  o f  c u l t L l r - a l  v i o l e n c e .

I/ùe can talk about peace inside and between indivìduals. But

a rnajor focus should be the najor fault- l1nes bet!,teen groups:

n a t u r e .  g e n d e r .  o e n e r a t i o n .  r a c e .  c l a s s .  d e v i a n t s ,  n a t ì o n .  s t a t e

Thus, there is nore direct gendèr genocide, and structural class

genoc ide ,  t han  d i rec t  race  o l :  naÈ ion  genoc ide  today .  H igh Ìy

rn i s lead ing  i s  a  focus  on  i n te r - s ta te  v io lence  and  secu r i t y  on l y .

The peace studies discourse broadens not only the concept

of violence, but aÌso the concept of ! tar. A peace nuseun should

pay attention to the 1oo milÌ ion \.ronen ltho disappeared bètldeen

19a0  and  1990  (Anur t ya  Sen) ,  and  the  d i sc repancy  i n  l i ve l i hood

at the top and the bottom, of world society (the UNDP Hunan

Deve lopmen t  Yearbooks  have  a  wea l th  o f  da ta ) .  The  peace  s tud ies

d i scou rse  wou ld  a Ì so  i nc lude  v io lence  aqa ins t  na tu re .



[ 5 ]  How r \ , ou ld  we  exh ib l t  peace  as  a  s ta te  o f  a f fa i r s?

Hunan ,  soc ia l  and  ! , i o r fd  no rma l i t y ,  t r j t h  Ì i t t l e  o r  no  v io lence .

Peace  ìmages  ! , / ou1d  va ry  i n  space  (geography )  and  t i ne  (h t s to ry ) .

and  we  a re  no  be t te r  t han  phys i c ians  imag ing  hea l th .  r t  m igh t

be worth while to remind ourselves that nornaÌ l i fe as we

conce ive  o f  i t  i s  ha rnon ious ,  no t  qua r re l some,  no t  v io len t ,

l r i e n d l y ,  I o v i n g .  a n d  n o L  I o r  L h a L  r e a s o n  b o r i n g .

S o n e  k e y  p e r s p e c l i v e s ,  b u i l d i n q  o n  t h e  a b o v e :

-  pe rsona l  peace :  l i ve l i hood ,  nee t i ng  bas i c  hunan  needs  ( sukha)

reduc ing  su f fe r i nq  (dukkha) ,  p roduc t i ve ,  rep roduc t i ve ,  c rea t i ve ;

- structural peace: not compromising the Livel ihood of others

now (equ i t y )  o r  i n  t he  fu tu re  ( sus ta inab i Ì i t y ) ;  and

-  . ' , l f r r à l  h è à . a -  à l i a n i n -  ^ '  m a t e r i a l.  s r r e r r r , ' t ,  r ! , t  I  t L u o '  a , , u

resou rces  w i th  such  goa ls ,  j us t i f y i ng  peace ,  no t  v io lence /war .

It  should be Ìnade very cÌear that everybody can contribute

to tbis state of affairs, fron brahmÍns to pe-f- i-a-b-g; not only

Buddha/chri st,/candhi and (altèrnative) Nobel Prize l ,ùinners, etc.

Peace should tre sèèh as people creation, not as eti te donation-

And creation would cover both r iaterial and spir i tual production.

[6 ]  wh l l e  peace  exh ib i t s  wou ld  se rve  as  pos i t i ve  anchors

we also need r,/ar exhibits as negative anchors for our work. one

day  the  hea Ì th  p ro fess ion  w i l l  l ea rn  f ron  the  peace  p ro fess ion

how to make a health huseum: project what a healthy person is

capab le  o f  and  hovJ  i l t - hea l th ,  i l I ness ,  reduces  tha t  po ten t l a l .

To portray how war and violence reduce the human potent. ial the

invisible consequences of viol-ence hawe to be made visible, and

no qrar nuseutù, calfed peace nuseum or not, does that. And they

arè nunerous, including bereavement, the thirst for nore qlory

and for revenge for the traunas suffered, the nature destroyed.



\ 7

' ?  H o w  w o u l d  r " r e  e x h i b i t  p e a c e  a s  a  p r o c e s s ?

The ansrder depends on what peace arena (which fauÌt-1ine) and

what concepts/theories l lre l ìave of peace, and they are nunerous.

' o  ì r cé  thè  . ì r l ncén t r ra  I  i za t ;on  above :

-  f o r  ac to r  peace :  peace fu l  con f l i c t  t r ans fo rna t Íon ,  as  one

fac to r  under l y ing  v io Ìence  i s  usua l l y  un reso lved  con f l i c t ;

- fur structural peace: peaceful structural revolution, usj.ng

as  exanp les  révo l t s  aga ins t  s fave ry  (abo l i t i on i sn ) ,  co l , on ia l i sm

( f reedom s t rugg le ) ,  exp lo i t a t i on  ( cLass  s t rugg le ) ,  pa t r ìa rchy

( fen ln i s l l l ) ,  \ ^ ra rs  (peace  novenen t ) ,  puber t y  revo l t s  (ado lescence )

Democracy and hunan rights and their possible cultural bias.

- for cultural pèace: peaceful culturaÌ revolution, against

violence on TV and the hedia in general. Br.rt I  knoù/ of no major

exarlìpÌes, reflecting the power of the bIebILLlg to operate

unopposed, protected by the freedom of expression as oplrcsed to

the  ru les  regu la t i ng  the  o the r  two .  î he  many  e f fo r t s  t o  r i d

language  o f  v io Ìen t  exp ress ions  ( r r s ing le -sho t r r ,  ' r k i l l i ng  t v ro

f l . i es  e r i t h  one  s t roke " ) ;  and  to  nake  i t  no re  gènder -neu t ra l .  And

hovr about a competit ion for a nernr text to the xarseil laise?

Peace should be seen as an ongoing struggle that easily can

lead  d ia lec t i ca l l y  t o  v  i o ìence  a Ìong  ano the r  f au l t - l i nes

instead, not as sonething to be rrushered inrr once and forever.

Lrke heaìth and narrlage pèace should not be taken for granted.

l 8 j  How wou ld  we  use  the  i np l i c i t  d i scou rse  o f  nuseuns  fo r

! -b -1 -q?  By  p lay ing  fu l l y  on  i t s  po ten t i a f ,  see  above .  Thus ,  each

museum should have its peace research/studies/action wing, and

inv i t e  v i s i t o rs  to  pa r t i c i pa te .  D iscuss ,  and  exh ib l t ,  t he  roads

not trawelled, the policies by !.rhich such major wars as the US

Civi - l , la r ,  m,, i l  and m,l j  I  I  could have been avoided .



Johan  ca Ì tunq  ! . ras  bo rn  i n  Os lo ,  Norway  i n  1930-  He  wds  ve ry
nuch inf luenced by the Nazi cermans occupying his country t940:
45, putt lng hls father in concentration camp, and by Mahatna
Gandhi, i ,rhon he considers the true founder of peace strìdìes.

For hore than 40 yeats calÈung has béen working on two tracksi

- as a peace researcher, producing nany books and art icles, and
holding professorships in pèace studies in nlany countries around
the  wor ld ,  and

-  as  a  peacè  r , ro rke r ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  j n  t he  f i e ld  o f  Con f l i c t
Transfornation By peaceful Means (the t i t le of a nanual in
hand l i ng  con f l i c t  p repa ted  fo r  t he  Un i ted  Na t lons ) ,  t he  l as t
decade as director of TR.ANSCEND, a network for Deace and
deve l  opmen t  -

caltung,s general approach is nodeled on the fornula
v io lence :peace  l i ke  d i sease :hea l th .  V io lence  i s  a  Da tho loqv
r{ ' i th Ìnany roots, toatay competing with nany other pathoiogies ià
terns of norbidity and mortatl ty. As for diseasè there are
preventtve approaches l ike building capacit ies for peaceful
transforhation of confl ict at the personal and sociaÌ levels.
And there are curative approaches, ì ike intervening when there
is violence thr:ough "soft" peacekeeping, sèeing to i t  that the
cure doès not becone i,roLse than the disease. The dragnosls-
prognosi s-therapy tr iangle holds for viol-ence as i t  does for
d i sease .  Bu t  t he  focus  shou ld  be  on  bu i l d ing  peace  ( Ì i ke
strengthening the hunan body-nind-spir i t  ) ,  not \rait i ;g, ." i" =o
p f ten  done ,  f o r  v io Ìence  (d i seasè )  to  b reak  ou t .


