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NEEDS

îIiEIR iìERCEPTIOI.i

:'r,lD H'JRESSIOII - îHE

SRI L}JIíA U}.IF,iIiiCE

.iÈ:TS :' '. i DESI?JS

In S:: i  Lani ia today the percept ions of needs have been

s h a p e d  b y  t h r e e  f a c t o r s : -

(")  the abidi-ng inf luence of B,rddi iJ-st  cul ture;

(b) elq)osure tc '  western inf luences and l i fe-

styles during a four-hundred year period

r, l rren f i rst  tne south-western rnari t ine belt

a lC then the  who le  count ry  rdere  s r :b jec t  to

colonial-  dcminat ion; and.

(c )  t ; re  pos t - indepenCence soc ia l -we l fa re  po l i c ies .

tradi t i  ona11y the needs of the people were deterrnined

by a socio-cu-r tural ervironraent influenced by Buddhisrn and

the need for tLie Buddhist  i ray of l i fe.  I t  was a phi losophy

of I i f  e based on truth (Saty,q.) ,  non-violence (Al i fUSl) anA

self-denial (AIiIAI{ARANAYA) and t]re linked concepts of loving

k indness  to  a l - l  l i v ing  be ings  (Uf f  t . t ) ,  compass ion  or  fee l ing

of sympath;r  for tne suffer ing of others ( l i r tnUttA.),  al t ruist ic
joy or the joy in tne happiness of others ( I{UDIîA) and

equanini ty or a dispassionate att i tude tc the vic issi tudes

of l i fe ( f l?Pl l t r lA).  The f  gocd l i fe '  meant t i re operat ional isat ion

of  t rese  conce; . ts  in  oners  day  to  day  ex is tence,  bc th  as  an
j-ndividual ald as a member of society, through the pursuit

of  a 'middle patht ( t i .JJImA PAÎIFADA)" Such an ideology

frowned on t l re pursuj- t  of  anything other than rrealr  needs

and circunscribed the hunan needs range to actual walts

(u1,'fAlîAITA) and needs (-+.vts:rau{AÌ-AyAN). Desire (ASAI/A) and

over- j -ndulgence, greed, lust and mater ial-  accuinulat ion

(ÎHAIIHA) r ' rere obstacles and e.n4f,hem4 to the rgood l i fef  .
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Tìre beginning of t i re sixteenth century witnessed the

onset  o f  co l -on i  a l i sn ,  w i t l r  f i r s t  the  nar i t ine  zone and then

the v; i rol ie col lntr ;  coming under the yoke of iestern powers.

At  f i r s t  co lon ia . l -  in te res ts  v rere  ccn f ined to  t : ie  i r 'es t  and

Sout i re rn  co : . .s ta ] -  reg ions ,  bu t  la te r  sL . îead to  the  in te r io r

with the establ ishment of a f lour ishing e>qrort-or iented

p lan ta t ion  econo iny .  In  t le  u rban ised.  coas ta l  a reas  v r ' r i ch

were  d i rec i l , ,  e rposed tc  t i re  , /es te rn  in f luences  in roads  were

gradual l --r  nade into t Ì re socio-cul tural  set-up of the people

who began t r :  inb ibe  the  way o f  1 i fe ,  t , re  re l ig ious  be l ie fs

and t ' re va- lue s; 'stems of the 1.Iest and to crr l t ivate a taste

for the i r ' :ported consumer goods which hrere raade avai lable.

Their  needs range began to expand. and concepts such as

compet i t ion ,  exp lo i ta t ion ,  accumula t ion  and.  even v io lence

began to be \ toven into the socio-crr l . tural  fabr ic and cease

to be t :re things that were al ien to the tradi t j -ona1 culture.

In t i re hinter larnd, however,  of  these urbanised and seml-

urbanised areas, which 1ay outside the pale of direct

western inf luence and where therefore the inpact of

nater ial ist ic cul ture a-nd the nevr rel ig ious indoctr inat ion

vras marginal,  t i re tradi t ional way of l i fe (except among the

few rural  el i tes who took their  urban counterparts as t i reir

reference group) cont inued to prevai. l  wi th a few

modi f i ca t i  ons .

In the inter ior rural  areas v 'rhere colonial  interests

hrere conf ined only to marginal adrninistrat ive and f iscal

cont ro l ,  t ; re  t rad i t iona l  ideo log 'y  and way o f  I i fe  cont inued

more or less u:r interruoted. The tenples and the pr iests,

though isolated fron the new regime but not f rom the

vi l lagers t : :e; .  served, tr lept the torch of Buddhist  cul ture

burning. This factor helped considerably in t lee

re-establ ishnent and consol idat ion of the Buddhist  way of

l i fe after t Ì re rul ing foreigner had pu1led off  f rom the

shores of the country.
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' I :e  i t c rcept ions  o f  needs  h ; rve  bee l : .  a lso  s ign i f i can t ly

in f luenced b ; r  t i ,e  na t i -ona l .  soc ia l  l , ' e l fe i re  po l i c ies  a f te r

I n d , e p e , r d e n c e .  T h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  s ; c c e s s i v e  p o s t - T n d e p e n d e n c e

govcrnnents iyrve beeri  heavi l ; r  r , ' ;e l- fare-or ientedr even at the

expense o f  eccr :o r , i c  g rcv ; th "  îhese v re l fa re  serv ices  have

Ì r e p . r  n y . Ò - r è s s ì r r p l - r  i i - , ' r ' o t r e d  n n d  e x t g n d e d  e v e n  t o  t ' e m o t e
v 9 9 :  ! ! V L ) A v !

ru.ral  areas. Even rnore than the basic requirements in

health anC. educat ion are provided. free. i , fhere food needs

aÌ ,e  concerned. ,  i lenbers  o f  fan i l ies  earn ín5  less  than

US É 2C *rer nonth are issued a free rat ion of r ice every

rveek .  In  ac l "c i i t ion  essent ia l  food i tens  suc i r  as  f lour '

sugar  a ld -  ch i l c l renrs  n i l k  foods  are  heav i l y  subs id ised.

Cther  bas ic  requ i renents  such a .s  t ranspor t ,  c lo th t

bu i ld . ing  na ter ia ls ,  e tc .  a re  a lso  subs id ised to  sorne  ex ten t .

f l ' . r i  s  r r "oe .ess  o f  n rnr r id in r r  bas j -c  needs  a t  a  leve l  h igher  than
a - r I D  . / ! J V v u p

the mininrun las been responsible for a sÌrarp drop in the

d.eath rate, a spectacular improvenent in l i fe e>rpectancy

and a r ise in t l . re overal l  stand.ards of l iv ing. I t  has also

raised. aspi: :at ions for a further improvement in the qual i ty

o f  1 i f e .

T ì re  su f f i c ienc : , -  leve l  o f  needs  is  de termined nore  or

less  by  t l re  con. t inu ing  t rad i t iona l  soc io -cu l tu ra l  mat r i x

w i th  var ia t : -o r :s  inouced.  b . '  rac ia l r  re l ig iousr  spat ia l t

occupat iona l ,  educat iona l  and s ta tus  fac tc rs ,  e tc .  Soc io -

cultural  biases, hor,^rever,  which sten from the tsuddhist  wa, l '

of  l i fe have tbe tend.ency to contain the suff ic ienc;r  1st. t

w : - th in  a rnod.era t i .on t  w i r i ch  i s  in  accord  w i th  the  MIDDLE PATTI "

To understar:d. why this is so r  i t  is rrec€ssg.I f  tc exarnine t i re

h ie rarch icaJ  ord .er ing  o f  Ineedsr  percept ions  wh ich  has

prevailed. frcn the davrn of the Buddhistic era iu Sri Lalka

d.ur ing t j re third.  century B.C. Fron the rsurvival  needsr level

upwards t l - le hierarchy takes the fol lowing form:-
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Des i r .es

tne craving for
nore  and more

l f  f r r T ^ ? -  1 - - ^ r ,
ùU- f  i l  l - vJ - : - r ,U  Y

-Iji])s
q Ocnror Ood( AVASYA'I,-IAliAylil.I )

Essent ia l  requ i renents  In e c e s  s i t i e s

600a0 (ut,ioirill,) - Utrat is lvanted.:
wants

Àcccrd ' i - rg  to  tn is  r r ie ra rch icar  c rass i f i ca t ion ,  t le re
can be a cont i i - ruum of st ;r les of l iv ing with auster i ty at one
end a : rd .  over - i r :d .u lgence a t  t : re  o ther .  But  the  rgooc  l i fe t
i s  de tenr ineC bJr  the  sa t is fac t ion  c f  t iuee  in te r - re la ted .  se ts
o f  n e e d s  ( v : - z -  b i o r o g i c a l ,  p s y c h o r o g i c a r  a n d  s p i r i t u a l )  t o  a
ievel col lsonarî t  vrr th tre pursuit  of  the rrnid.dl_e pathr.

2 .

Durin6 t-e case studies,  part icurar ly in the d. ia logues,
t re spectrr- in of needs art iculated was r,v id.e, as one wourd
exirect.  I ' rni lst  t Ì :ere $/as more or less general  consensus
tha t  t re  u l - t ina te  ob jec t ive  o f  the  needs/sa t is fac t ion  process
is  na ter ia l  (b io log ica l )  wer l -be ing ,  psycho log ica l  (nentar )
we l l -be ing  and ( fo r  a  ra rge  number )  sp i r i tuar ,  re l ig ious
f r r l f i l : :en t ,  de f rn i t ions  o f  the  te rns  rbas ic f  and r rn i_n imuml
proved to be invariabry elusi-ve. [his is because of t : : .e
obvious problern of t : re upvrard shi f t  in the d"ef ini t ions both
of ' rbasict '  a*rd ' tn ininum' in the need.s/sat isfact ion/need.s
cont inuurn. l ieed"s vlhich are terned rbasicr are t l rose where
s a t j - s f a c t i o n  i s ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  i n d i s p e n s a b l e .  B u t  o n c e  t h e s e
needs are net they are replaced by new needs also perceived.
as  ind ispensab le .
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ì i  ' . i  1  . r ì  - ;  f , ì1s  de f in i t ion  o f  the  r rn in i r tun t  yar ies
J  ! . . 1 1  - i -  . l !  J  

u \

^ ^ n n - r ì i , r , - .  { - r  r . r l r A  . a ? ^ o i r r o q  i  j :
q v v v ! u ! , : u  v v  \ 1  . : r  ! - '  v ! v v ! w v v

t :  e  i n d i v i d , r a l  ( s a b j e c t r v e )

sc cief i r  (  ob j  e ct ive or uornat ir ,"e )

r ' l  o n n  o r q  q  n r ì  r n l  . ì  n - r - . : . ] i , : r . t

(  d .eve lop ' ,e : r t  i r .  e : :a t i veJ  )

' ; ' I l en  one cons iders  t ' re  ta ree  d inens ions  o f  need.

ful f i lnent cne sees t l iat  t i : "e sense cf r ,*el-}-being vrì t ich

is  der ived  f ron  the  sa t is fac t ion  o f  tae  t l ree  b io log ica l

n e e d s  ( f o o d ,  c r o t ' i n g ,  s r i e l t e r )  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  n o n - n a t e r i a L

n e e C s  ( e d  L c r t i . o n )  j - s  a l w s y s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s a t i s f a c t l o n

of  t ì re  ps ; ' c lLo lo3 ica l -  need.  Apar t  f ron  t r re  sa t is fac t ion  o f

n e e d s  s - l c ì L  a s  t : ì e  s € ,  l a n  c a n  a l s o  g a i n  n e n t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n

b v  n e r f  . , f f i  - . , .  - ^ + ò  n r  ^ i \ ^ n i  + r ,  -  h . r -  i  r n n r o v i  n p ,  h i S  S t a t U S  i nl J  y u r :  J - .  - 4 - - J  ú v  u D  v !  v  r q À  r  v J  t  w J  ! u j r !  v  v  r r r E )

t h c  n n r : r r r n i f - r  r - r  h . '  c w e n  d e n w i n r  h i r e s e ' l  f  o i  t  e  f u I Ie J

sat is fac t lon  c f  b io l -og ica . l  needs .  I t  ray  be  argued tha t

sp i r i t ' :a l  i re l l -be in ;  i s  b road ly  subsured b ; r  t : ie  te r rn
f  psycho lo . ; l ca l  o r  nent r r l '  v re l -1 -be ing ,  bu t  in  t : :e  i r i

Lankan re l í3 ie -cu l tu ra l  ccn tex t  they  are  bes t  t rea ted  as

separa te .

I n  t e n i s  o f  t . e  a b o v e  r e f l e c t i o n s  o n e  c o u l d  a t t e n p t  a

def in i t ion  o f  rhunan deve lopment r  in  te rns  o f

I ta cr:nt i l r .ucus dynanic process of the sat isfact ion

of  the  needs o f  t re  peop le  fo r  t r re  we l l -be ing  (o f  the

people) !Z t i :e peopie (planners and pol icy-nakers and

implerentors in accorctance r,v i th the object ive/nomative

percept ions  o f  soc ieQ, r ) " .

I t  i s  no l l  p roposed to  f i rs t  p resent  an  overv iew o f

the general  v iervs on needs as expressed b;-  the cross-

sect ion of persons raeging fro,n pol ic;r-makers, planners,

administrators and professj-onals to peasants, ordinary

workmen and trade unionists with r,"hor:r the research staff

entered into d. iscussions and dialcgues and then to look

at six specif ic ease-stud. ies (one in a shanty conmunity in

the ci ty of Colonbo engaged in informal sector act iv i t iest
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one i  I  i , . ,e  p le - r , ta t lon  sec tor  l ^ ;h .e r "e  Ind ian  in .n i l ran t  labour
prec io r i . rc . tcs ,  one in  f l le  ccnnuter  be l t  o f  t ì te  e i t ,w  and.  t 'h ree
in  t ; 'p ica  : r  , :L1  se t t in . ;s  in  t  .e  C i f f  e re  t  c  i l_ tu ra l - -

eco log ico . r .  zc f Ìes  t f  t :e  ccunt r ; , - ) .  Cr ie  po in t ,  ìo ' . . ;evc : : ,  need.s
c la r i f  i c l t i  on  : :egcrd ing  the  needs -  cor - i ' ben t  e_< i . ressed.  I f
t : r e  t  r r e e - f c l . d  ' I r i n i t ; r  o f  r i r l t i n a t e r  n e e d s  i s  a c c e p t e d .  a s
t t l i e  e c . c l r ,  r ; s  r e f l - e c t i o n s  j - n  t . e  c i s c u s s i o n s  a n c l  v i e l s  o f
the  p ; r r t j  c i - . c - ; : t s  in  t Ì ,e  o ia lc ; ' ; .es  t  co l ,  t i ,e  fo rn ,  f  ; r  t re  rnos t

;a r t ,  ; f  b  c  e : r . ; ress icn  c f  ta : : ; Í ' r1e / ; ;e rcept l ' c1e  reans  or
I  q  c t i  ' ì  f ' j  r ' ? c  I

a

(  a )  Focd-

À, r .nL  t : te  l : . rge  na jo r i tT  c f  ì re rsons ,  bo t , ,  in  the  ru ra l
al :C rrrba; l  alc: ì .s,  especialJ-y airong t , : .e f  apners ancl nalual
worhers - ì  -r  tor, i l ls,  t : -e st : :ess was on quant i t ; . r  ip ;ou intal le
c f  food l ' l ; - i . i s t  t l re  w, r - te -co l la r  uor l<ers  aod t i re  ru r .a l  v re l i -
to -do  e t : . . : Ì ressec l  t i ,e  need fo r  qua l i t y  in  fcod . .  Anong the
la t te r  a  fe i r  - ren t : -oned a  pre ference fo r  inpor ted .  food.s  and.
foods  r , l r ' r i cL r  d :d  no t  cons t i tu te  par t  o f  t i re  t rad . i t iona l  d ie t "
There  ' ; ias  ho i ;ever  cons iderab le  congens" ls  o f  t : re  need.  to  be
self-suf j ' i  c ient in food and eat only the procuce of the
countqr.

, Iatel  r , . ias rarel i '  nent ioned. This is not surpr is ing in
a countr.r  blessed with,  good and naturar sources of f resir
z ì n i  r l r i  n o  - . ' ^ { - ^ -  - r -  ^ r! r . r ' t r .1i \ . i -u5 rrauer ' .  In some of t i re coastal  areas however where
tÌrere is a l r ig; ì '  degree of sal ini ty,  tnere was a fert  need, for
good dr inl : in6 ' , ' , 'ater.  îea appears to be a rnust among alnost
aII  categories arrd in alrnost al l -  areas.

Cer ta in  ca tegor ies  o f  workers  such as  the  coas taL  f i shermen,
the conservarc;v 1.abor.rers,  persons engaged. in hard. manual
work in t;:e to',"ms a::d tire workers of Ind.ian origin in the
p lan ta t ion  sec tor  expressed the  need.  fo r  a lcoho l . i c  beverages ,
but over- indulgence in l iquor was cond.emned. on physical ,
social  ano. re- l  ig ious ground.s.



/ -

/ r ^ \  1 1  t  ^ - . 1 . i - -
\  v  /  v : v 9 . t i ! ! f . ì

#

î : ,e  t ; ' . ,e  a :d  t - " .e  qua l i t : l  o f  t i re  c l -o th , inT  reqr : - :ed  are

deter :n i led .  by  severa l  fac tc rs  o f  wh ic : l  Ì : re  r . ros t  s ig r : i f i can t

appear  tc  be  cccupat icna l ,  c lass ,  e t i ln ic  a r ld  c l ina t ic

consid-erat icns" ' ; l 'h i l .st  . jestern dress was favoured in

e l i te  a i ' - c l  r , r rbar  c i rc f  es ,  t - r te  ge t -e ra l  e r ; 'has is  t+as  on  the

t rad i t iona l  i ra ; r  c - f  d ress ing .  Io  s r : : : re  t r le  r r ia t i cna l  d . ress  I

was  a  s ; : .bo l  o f  na t iona l  iden t i t y .  lee  rvea l ing  o f  a

part ic:r l - : rr  t ; -  e oÍ dress vlas also regarded as a:e ackno'n; l -ed"genent

o f  t [e  s i3 l i f i ca i rce  or  g rav i t , y  o f  var ious  occas icns  such as

wedd in ;s ,  fu -ncra ls ,  v is i t s  tc  pa t rons  anC to  p laces  o f

wcrsh ip . ,  ce- iebra t *ons  o f  fes t i va ls  e tc .  There  nas  a lso

t i re  usr ra l  c l - i s t i rc t ion  be tween rwork  I  c lo thes  and r i ton te '

c l o t h e s .

/  ^  ' \  e h  o ' l  t a r
\  v ,  v - r v * v v l

[ r ie  t radr t iona. ] -  need o f  a  rGeyak-dcrakr  o r  i :ouse fo r

ever : . r  feu : . i l7  i s  s t i l l  nos t  ccnpe l l ing ,  espec ia l - l y  in  t ' i e

rural  areas" * ipart  f r ' :n the shelter and the pr ivacy i t

a f fo rds ,  a  i rouse hag come tc  be  regarded by  t : re  r r i l l ager

as a I  s i le qua non t  for Ì r is membershS-p in the vi l1age, his

ident iQ"  u l ih  t ì ie  com; t t ln i t y  and h is  pos i t ion  in  soc ie ty .

The need. for a hcrrse of onets ot ' tn t /as also srt iculated at

al l  level-s in the urba-n secbor.  I t  is only anong t : :e Indian

innigra.nt l -abour populat ion in the plantat ion sectors that

the  possess ion  o f  a  house ís  no t  cons idered someth ing

e s s e n t i a l .

During the study i t  t ranspired t i rat  whi lst  i i ie need

for i rnirroved housing was general ly expressed, sat isfact ion

of housin6 requlrenents was raost stressed in the coastal

f ishing vi l . iages and in the estate pl-antat ion sectotr .

Ihe signi f icance of the alrnc'st  rrnanimous expression of

a  need fo r  ]a : rd  beccnes  c lear  in  the  l igh t  o f  these

obseffat ions on housing. Land is the base not only for

the sat isfact ion of the nater ial  needs for food and shelter

but i t  a lso provides the psychological  sat isfact i -on of

non-material needs such as identity, security and individual

freed.om.
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rduc : . i . , cn  j -s  re ; la rded.  as  t r re  í ,ea :s  fc r  t ; re  rc le r ived  need.  l

c f  an  iac . r  e  to  ;e t i s f ; i  t  .e  u r t i : la te  need.s  c f  b io l_og ica l  and.
psyc : .o lo3 ica j  l re l l - -be ing  in  acd . j - t ion  to  be ing  a  inoxe or  less
d i rec t  . l c : i rs  fo r  t r re  ach ievenent  o f  sp i r i tua i  fu r f i rnent .
l , jh i le  i t s  t :eed is  fe l t  nos t  in  t Ì re  te r t la r ; , -  sec tor  o f  t : le
o ^  a n  ̂ î r '  - "  n  ' i  

i t s  v o c a t i o n a l  o r . i  e ; ' t r i : i  r - r ^  ì  n  J : ' - , a  n n i  n . r r - r6 - s t  !  I ú D  V U V d t J l _ ( J I l i ^  v r + v q v r v ! 4 ,  * ! r  J - ^ v  
r 9 r r . - r q r d v

anc seccr :c : r ,  sec tors ,  i -n  what  yona Fr ied . :ean re fe rs  tc  as
the  quater?nar , , '  sec to l  the  a t t : - tude to  educat ion  is  sc rnewhat
anbivaiel t .  ' t . , l l i i le tne need. fcr eCucai ion as a nears of
upgrad i ' i5  Leve ls  o f  l i te racy  is  unequ ivoca l - l ; " -  accepted . ,
schco l i l ;  l rh ich  ourveys  i t  i s  regarded as  a  neans o f  keep ing
Ithe urci : ins ou-t  of  harrnrs wayt wlr i lst  the parents are
engaged in b:: .e.  r  dai l ; '  crceupat ions or as a cor:nul_sory
nat ional : reql i renent i^rr icn clepr ives t ' re quaternary sector of
a  use fu l  asse t .  These percept ions  w i l1  be  c la r i f ied .  in  the
d iscuss ion  o f  t i te  case-s t ._ rd . ies  wh ich  fo l low.

l e l  l ? o l ' i r j n r r c  / c n ì - i + , , ^ r  \ F , . ì
\ v /  t l v r r : _ r v q p  \ ù t J t I ' - L U L i i J . I , / J - L 1 J f i  I  m a n l

Apart f roin the Buddhists wrro co:npris e 6l  percent of
the populat ion, tnere are adrrerents of three other najor
re l ig ions  -  I i i ndr ,s  (1Br ' ! ) ,  chr is t ians  (B?ú)  and t ius i ins  (T i t ) ,
the large najor i t ; r  of  waom aîe pract is ing ad"herents of the
fa i ths  t Ì ie ; '  r : : c fess .  r t  i s  no  overs ta tement  tc  say  tha t
re l ig ious  ideo log ies  and a  des i re  fo r  re l ig ious  fu l f i l nen t
have prcved tc be an abid. ing and pervasi ' re infruence in
shaping i  re aspirat ions ancr way of l i fe of the large major i ty
o f  the  peop le .

several  of  t t re disc,ssants and part ic ipants in the
dialogues stressed. t i re need for a reJ- igious ecrucat ion frorn
& verS' ear ly age and a rel igious wEy of l i fe toward.s the
achieve'r.ent of -wÌrich the exampì-e of the eld.ers couid.
cont r ibu te  in  I , r r "o 'e  nFìpsnr .é
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i i f ter Independence successive nat ionai governnents have

been a l i ve  to  the  asp i ra t ions  o f  t r re  peop le  fo r  t i i e  Suddhrs t

wqy of l i îc : : rd i rave resirqnf lsd by naking S.rddhisrn tne state

re l ig ion  u- - i l : t  a i  the  sa i ' ie  t i i ne  sa feguarC. ing  the  in te res ts

o f  a l l  c t ìLe :  re i ig io : rs ,  anC by  ex tend ing  t ì re  pa t ronsge and

pro tec t ic l  o f  t r ie  s ta te  t< - i  Bu , ldh is t  ins t i tu t i cns .  Tbe

present governnent which ca:ne into power in nid-1! l l  ìnas

p ledged j . t se l f  to  t i re  pursu i t  o f  a  rDharmis t i c  ioc ie ty r

a free a-.d r i -ghteous society founded and maintained on the

teac Ì r ings  o f  t ì :e  Buddha cor ta ined in  the  rDhar rna t  ( loc t r ine) .

In a nutsne1l i t  is a conmitnent to t t re developnent of a1l-

human be i : rgs ,  t . -e  r " r le  o f  soc ia l  equ i t ; -  and jus t i ce ,  t ' re

guarantee of f r indar:ental  f reedons and : ignts and the

preseîva t ion  o f  rac ia l  and re l ig ious  ami ty .

( f  )  iec r r i t : r .  TCe: . t i t v  a r :d  Treedom

Accord ing  to  the  t rad i t iona l  conce i - , f , s  and way o f  l i fe

wlr. ich st i l l  prevai l  in the large najor i ty of ,3r i  Lankan

vi l lages tne t Ì rree non-nater ial  needs of securi ty,  id.ent i ty

and freedcn are closely interwoven and dependent for their

sa t is fac t io : r  on  na ter ia l  fac to rs  such as  land,  she l te r  gnd

fa i : i l y .  T r i rs  i s  a lso  the  area  where  sa t is fac t ion  o f  the

needs of tbe inCividual gets rnerged with tnat of  the fani ly

and vice versa. f t  is something inherent in t 'he et l ios of
the comnunit"'i-.

Indirridual securit;r is tied u'o vrith that of the fa'nily

whether in tne case of chi ldren or adults.  îhe ind. iv idual

re l ies  on  t ' i .e  i r ide  web o f  secur i ty  wh ich  the  fami ly  bu i ld .s

fo r  i t se l f .  f ' h is  e4p la ins  the  re luc tance c f  persons ,  even
though unemployed, to leave their  homes and seek ernplo;rnent

elsewhere in far of f  places i f  the advantages to be so
d.er ived are l r t t le uore than marginal and do not ad.equately
compensate  fo r  the  loss  o f  the  pro tec t ion  and the  soc ia l

security r.rhich tÌ:e family affords.
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' , . Í l rat  rras beer: .  said. of  securi ty is equal11. appl icable

to  iCe : i .  t ; - .  I - . i  t re  v i l lages  ident i t y  i s  c1ose l ; r  iden t i f  ied

vr i th I  st l . t  :s I  .  lhe ind. iv idual r  s statu-s ster ls fron that of

t  le  fa - i i1 ,  e  .c i  in  l ihe  : ra r tner  t :e  s ta t , rs  a .cqu i red  
'b ry  

t ' r -e

individi-ral  in i r is ohrn ce.paci- ty,  for exa:r i . le by becoming a

;rernber ci  t . .c local governrent bod;r or aiL off ic ial-  in a

c " o w e r . n ' l n n 1  j e . , a r { ; - . e n j ;  -  n r - . t  6 p l - '  r a À n " n d c  + . '  n i S  C W n  C f e d i ts v l / q À  t  ^ r v w  V L ' L J

but also add.s to arrd further enhances the sccial-  standing of

the  fa r i17 .  Ia : i I ies  o f  ver ; r  h igh  s tand ing ;  in  sone o f  the

v i l lages  s tud ied  have a t ta ined t t re i r  p resent  pos i t ion  tn rough

such a  L- rocess  o f  re - in fo rcenent .

[he conce*:t  of  f reedom of the individual v is-a-vis

h is  fan i l y  and the  imned ia te  soc ie ty  i s  a  re la t i ve  one.  The

need t ,  en jo l , ,  f reedon tc  tha t  ex ten t  p rescr ibed.  by  the  soc ia l

code and t l re  fan i l y  e t l ios  i s  genera l l y  ackr row- ìedEed. ,  except

air long a sect icr i  of  the products of the exist ing educat iorr

s ; -s ten .  T l : .e  : : .e r .d  o f  t  re  fami ly  by  v Í r tue  o f  h is  pos i t ion

is  cons idered en t i t J -ed ,  in  t l re  exerc ise  o f  h is  cont ro l  o . ' re r

t re  fa . : i l ; ' ,  to  ac t  v r i th  a  f ree  hand,  un t ra -nne l led  b ; .  recent ly

ernergent  cons ic ì -e ra t ions  o f  wo: lenrs  l ib  and c i r i ld renrs  r igh ts .

4. IINIDS .,\S DiI.RES]ED BY SIX CASE-SîUDY CO}î']UI{T'IIES.

Six conrunit ies in which case-studies have been conducted.

w i l l  nor . '  be  looked a t  in  te rms c f  the  rneedsr  e rpressed by

d iscussa-n ts  and par t i c ipamts  to  the  d ia logues ,  w i th  a  v iew

to  hopefu l ì -y  ob ta in ing  ins igh ts  in to  the  soc io -cu l tu ra l

s l ,ec i f i c i t ; '  o f  needs .  The conraun i t ies  se lec ted  are : -

(a )  a  s r ,a : r ty -conmuni ty  in  the  c i ty  o f  Co lombo

engaged raainly in inforrnal sector act iv i t ies;

(b) a:l Indian Tamil inmigrant comrnunity working as

labou,rers in an up-country tea plal tat ion;

(c) a vi l lage community in the commuter belt  of

the  c i ty  o f  Co lombo;

( d )

( e )

( f )

a

a

f ish ing v i l lage in  the southern coasta l  be l t ;

rural community in the l-ow-country ',Jet Zone; and

rural eommunity in the up-country ',,rlet Zone.
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(a) Case-siild..:' of a shantlr ccgrnuni.ll

Snant ies  a : :d  tenenents  a re  a  pos t - - . , ' o r id  , ;a r  I I

phenoinencn ì trought about by the need to provide housing for

the .large nuiibe:: of mar:.ual vrorkers r,vho ca:,e tc the city tc

p r o v i d e  e s s e n t i a l  s e r i i c e s .

Tr le  : : ' . fo r ra l  sec tor  in  Co lcnbo,  as  in  o ther  la rge

As ian  c i t ies .  o iu 'es  i t s  e rnergence and ex is tence tc  a  r fe l t l

need. .  I t  ' , tas  a  response to  the  need fe l t  by  low- inccne and

louer  ,e ic ld . le -c lass  ; ,e rscns  fo r  essent ia l  co l l suner  and o ther

good.s at pr ices r , ; j - t j -Lin their  inecne range and lowe t . ,an ' r{hat

preva i led-  in  t ' ,e  fc rmal  bus iness  sec tc r -  3es : 'oesr  the

sprawl ing  ccn f i6ura t icn  o i  the  sec tor  na l ies  i t  r to re  read i l y

access ib le  tc  the  res idents  o f  a reas  renote  f ron  the  bus iness

comlÈxes .  As  a  resu l t  i t  now rece ives  t ' ,e  pa t ronage o f  a l l

c lasses .  îhe  law howev.er  does  no t  recogn ise  t i re  in fc rna l

sector , . t l l ic, i  nevert i reless cor.r t inues to exist  because of whatt

j -n the a-rsence of a better terrn, may be referred to as legal

and administrat ive tconnivance t  .

T i re  need nos t  p ress ing  fo r  sa t is fac t ion  is  be t te r

housing l . r iur i ts at tendant amenit ies. lhe large najor i ty

reside in tenenents and shant ies in vir tual  s lun, condit j -ons

where pr ivacy is at a mininum and physical  nobi l i ty restr icted

to  t re  ccn f ines  o f  the  dwe l l ing ,  where  e lec t r i c i t y  i s  non-

exiStent artd. t., 'ater has t:-i be obtained" from corununal stand-

n ' ines , -  1 ' r Ì re Ì .e  rca l l s  o f  na turer  have tc  be  sa t is f ied  in  comi : lon

to i le ts  o r  on  ca : :a l  banks  and where ,  in  ab jec t  ins tances ,

the  major  c lones t ic  opera t ions  c f  cook ing ,  ea t ing  and.  s leep ing

have to be performed in the sane room. tsut proposals for

schemes of rehabi l i tat icn in mo1'e amenable surrolndings with

better anenit ies have nore often than not not rnet with the

favourable response one r*ould erpect.  îhe nain reason given

is that economic operat ions are ei ther conducted in the

residences or in very close proxirni ty to then and a shi f t

would entai l  re-establ ishnient of  operat ions in a new

environrrient t'ririch would reqrlil 's not only time but luck.

But i t  nqy rvel l  be that there is a certain camaraderie

bui l t  up l^rhich nakes then reluctant to change residence.
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îhe; '  are a' , ;are t ; rat  t l ie ir  act iv i t ies are lookecl upon as
fa l ì  i : r ;  o ì ì ' ; s  j -ue  t : -e  pa le  o f  lega l l - ; ;  recogn ised.  bus iness
operat:-rns e;:d in suc;: .  a si tuatron they rra; '  feeJ- that social
cohes ion  ar " -o i la  "b i rd .s  o f  a  fea ther t  i s  t : re  bes t  soc ia l
insurance poss ib le r  , . . r i t ' i  the  tac i t  suppor t  o f  ihe  pa t rons
to  v ;hon t , .e i r ' '  e :< t ra - lega l  and i l lega}  ac t i v i t ies  ca ter .  As
sr: .ch ' , , l i rere t  :e pressirrg need for i rnlroved housi.ng is
c o n c e r e e d ,  t ' e r - r  ; , r e f e r e n c e  i s  f c r  i l r e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  f l - r e i r
needs  rn  e i i i r c r  the  sare  loca t ion  c r  a  t ransp lan t  o f  the
commu.r i t ; '  o : ì  a  s i te  in  c iose  prox in i ty  tD  the  present  a rea  o f
operatì-cns r . :here they could enjoy the patronage cf their
p r e s e r t  r c l i e n t e l e ' .  r t  i s  o n l y  t h o s e  i n d i v i d . u a l  o p e r a t o r s
vrhose actr .r i t ies are above board and who have insulated.
therose l -ves  f ron  the  rhazards f  o f  a  new l - i fe  in  a  d . i f fe ren t
locat ion, ei t ì rer t Ì i rough the attaininent of economic stabi l i ty
or throrrgÌr  their  c i i i tdren having obtained. ernployment in the
stable and recognized forrnal sector,  both governnent and.
non-governnent,  rrrho would opt for a sì : . i f t .

Govern l .e r r t  s ' . rbs id ies  on  food,  c lo t ,L ing  and t rans lo r t
and t ì re  l rov is ion  o f  f ree  educat iona l  a r . :d .  roed ica l  fac i l_ i t ies
have co;:s iderabl; '  l igntened the b, i rcen on bread.-rvinners in
tne  fan i l ies  bu t  t Ì re re  a re  s t i l r  severa l  househo ld .s  w l -o
f ind  i t  d i f f i cu ' r t  to  nake end.s  meet .  A  recent  s t r rd ) ,
underta-;en b; '  t ,  e t larga Inst i tute on nAn anal; , , t ical
descr ip t ion  o f  pover ty  in  s r i  Lankar r  has  reveared i l re  1ow
nutr i t ive conter i t  of  the food intaire a' long the low-inccine
groi . l . - is . i . r l  'b-,e ci ty of Colonbc.

Forrnal educat ior: .  is for the inost part  consid.ered.
useful  onl  =r i i - l  so f  a: :  as i t  provid.es a f  ;nct ionar lever of
l i te rac ; , .  t c  enabLe ch i ld . ren  tc  he lp  parents  in  tne i r
in fo rna l  sec t , r r  ac t i v i t ies .  Ern ;has is  i s  nos t ly  on
vocat iona l l y -o r ien ted  educat ion ,  work  apprent icesh ip  and.
on- the- jcb  t ra i -n ing  w i r i ch  can bu i ld  up  toe  sk i t l s  requ i red
for  sk i l led  a ld  semi -sk i r led .  en :p lo ;nnent  in  t t re  mechan iear ,

I
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engineering and bui lding construct ion trades. The more

wel l - to -dc  op t  fc r  a  s tandard  o f  educat ion  fo r  the i r  ch i ld ren

which  r , r i l i  enab le  thern  to  compete  fo r  and ob ta in  wh i te -co l la r

jobs  in  t l re  gcvernnent ,  corpora t ion  and raercant i le  sec tors

and thereb;;r  s.Sance their  standing in the comnunity,  with the

poss ib le  hope o f  rnov ing  in to  a  be t te r  res ident ía I  ne ighbour -

hood vr i t , r  higher stand.ards cf  h.ousing.

T i re  leve l  o f  po l i t i ca l  a Í /a reness  and the  consc iousness

of  wo: l :e rs r  r i6 ;h ts  a re  compara t ive ly  h igh  w i th  a lmost  1OA/o

of  the  l raGe earners  in  the  comnun i ty  be ing  enro l led  as  members

of var ious trade unions.

(b) Case-study of an Indian îacr i l  Estate Comnunity

As in the shanby sett lernents in t i re ci ty of Colombo the

press ing  need is  fo r  adequate  and su i tab le  hous ing  fac i l i t i es

with pr ivacy both within and between housing units.  This

comrnunity vr ich is almost ent i rely composed of labourers on

the  [ea  Es ta te  i s  housed.  in  rows o f  l ines  d Ív ided in to

housing units by corn'non wal ls.  Each unit  comprises an open

verandah, a i iv ing-cun-di-ning room and a snal l  k i tchenette"

Sometirnes as r Ì ìany as twelve to f i f teen persons l ive in such

a un i t .

ldater is draun from common stand-pipes for purposes of

dr inki-ng and cooking" Bodi ly ablut ions are general ly

Ber fo rned in  the  c loses t  s t ream or  r i vu le t .  There  is  no

prov is i -on  fo r  to i le ts  and the  res idents  do  no t  cons ider  i t

a need. because for generat ions they have been accustoned. to

sat isfying their  basic need for excret ion in the pr i-vacy of

the tea bushes or on the sheltered banks of streams. The

managenent however perceived toi lets as a need arrd provided.

some in close proxini ty io the l ine-rooms. But these have

been se l -don or  never  used because they  are  loca ted  too  c lose

to t Ì re l i -ne-roons where the cooking is done e-nd beca.use the

to i le ts ,  be ing  commonr  can be  used by  any  res ident ,

i r respec t ive  o f  cas te .  lhe  to i te ts  now are  used as  she l te r

for catt le at night and for the stacking of f i rewood.
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[he concept of ownershi l t  of  land and irousing in this

cornmunit ;"  is sonewhat pecul iar.  This is because occupat ion

of resident ial  quarters and the r ight to cul t ivate the land

ad jo in ing  is  guaranteed as  long as  any  s ing le  nenber  c f  the

fan-, , i ly is en--r lo; ,ed on t l ie Estate. As there are invariabiy

two (husband. and wife) or more nernbers of the househ.old in

employnent tenancy cont inues uninterrurted and accordingly

the conce*rt  of  ownership nas taicen tbe form of uninterrupted

tenancy rat i : .er t lan in terrns of a legal pr ivate ovrnership.

Ob jec t ions  to  the  present  s ; rs tem o f  hous ing  were  a lso

voiced for another reason" 'vfhen wed.dings, funerals and

cerenon ies  concerned w i th  the  c r ises  o f  l i fe  (b i r th ,  i r r . take

o f  t r e  f i r s t  m o r s e l  o f  s o l i d  f o o d ,  a t t a i n u e n t  o f  p u b e r t 1  e t c . )

took  p1ace,  there  was cons iderab le  in t rus ion  on  pr i r , 'acy

b e c a u s e  c f  t . i s  c l u s t e r - c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  h o u s i n g  u n i . t s .

[ Ì re  need fo r  hous ing ,  as  a lmost  unan imous]y  a r t i cu la ted ,

took t . re forn of separate detached units with a nínimum of
garden-space required for the cul t ivai ion of food crops for

dornest ic consumption and for dairy aet iv i t ies on a modest

scaIe, r^r i th an adequate supply of rvater for donest ic use.

Some expressed the  need fo r  to i le ts  on  tne  bas is  o f  one per

fani ly uni t  and si tuated some distance awqy fron the

resid.ent i  al  r i r t i ts.

Às th.e largest s l ice of the conbineo fani ly budget

was spent on food, the need in regard to food took the form

of an easi ly accessible eupply through more eff ic ient

channels of distr ibut ion and out lets than now existed. In

food tire stress v.ras on quantity rather than on quality and

on the ease of preparation. During the d.ay-tine when the

elders are at work, the onus of preparing a substantial

nid-day meal and taking it to the work-site falls on tire

bigger chi ldren. Às such the meal that is general ly

favoured is rrot t i t  ( r ice or f lor.rr-cake) with rpol_ sambolt
(scraped coconut mj:<ed with chi l -L and, onions).  Such a
neal is easy for children to prepare and carry. îhe night
meal which the adulte can prepare themsel-vee is moxe

diversified a,rrd consists invariably of rj-ce and curryo
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L iquor  was nent ioned as  a  nus t ,  espec ia l l ; r  dur ing

fes t iva ls  and ceremonies  and on  week ly  v is i t s  to  to rvn .

Tne o lde : :  fo ih  regarded i t  as  r : to re  o r  less  an  essent ia l

a f te r  a  hard  dayrs  work  in  t i re  f ie td  a*nC dur ing  co ld  and

r .e i  nw s - rc ' ì  I  s  o f  v rea ther .

Ti ie att i tude to cfothing is ut i l i tar ian. i iorrnal- ly

one se t  o f  c lc thes  su f f i ces  fo r  bo th  work  and re laxa t ion

at  hone.  For  r rc tec t ion  aga ins t  the  co ld  b la :  ke ts  and
t c u i n b l i - e s t  a r e  u s e d .  C n  f e s t i v e  o c c a s i o n s  a n d  o n  v i s i t s

to to ' ,^;r-r  anci  to r :elat ives clothes of a better qual i ty are

worn. l^ iornen especial l .v l ike to s '- 'ort  shiny, at tract ively

co ioured s i l l cs  on  su .ch  occas ions .

Educat ion  is  genera l l y  cons idered usefu l .  up  to  the

po in t  v , rhere  i t  sa t i s f ies  tae  need fo r  a  func t iona l  leve l
^ f  ' ì . i i n * ^ a - -  v o l n s e r  e . h i l r j r e n  a f e  S e n t  t c  t n e  e S t a t eU . l  V g !  d V L Y  .  I  v  ú I 1 ó 9 !  v r l r ! u I

schoo l  to  keep then ou t  o f  har rn rs  wa l r  w i i i l e  t Ì re  o lder

ch i ld ren  a t ' cend to  dones t ic  c ' to res .  As  ch i ld ren  can be

reg is tc : 'ed  f i  r  enu loy t :Lent  when t ì rey  reach the  age o f

fourteen, eci t icat ion after that point is usual ly not sought

a f te r "  I t  i s  on l ; '  t ' ' e  be t te r -o f f  ,  who are  engaged in
1 , . + . i  ^ ^  ^ 1 :uuv lsD v r  a  o* ' )€ rv isory  na ture ,  who th ink  in  te rms o f  a

higher l -evel-  of  educat ion for t i le ir  c lr i ldren with the

in ten t ion  o f  secur ing  fo r  t tem wh i te -co11ar  emplo ;nnent

e i ther  on  the  es ta te  c r  ou ts ide .

T ì re re  i s  a  seeming lack  c f  adequate  percept ions  o f

hea l th  : reeds .  r iea l t iL  appears  to  pcse few prob lems and

tne att i tude towards i t  is cne which i -s somevi i rat  fatal ist ic

al thou-6' ' -  heal ih standards are below aveîage, with the

ch i ld " re ; r  es lec ia l l y  be ing  rna lnour ished and sub jec t  to

vari-ous bo' '^ le1-diseases. l ' l inor ai lments are i reated

at the Estate Dispensary but Inoîe ser ious cases have to be

taken to t i re nearest government hospital .  fhere is an

obvious rellrctance on the part of the corununity to ward

pat ients in th.e i lospital  as there is a bel ief  that such

treatments ends in death. This is per iraps because

pat ients are admitted to the goventnent hospital  only at

the cr i t ical  stases.
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Up to qr- i i te lecentJ-y th.ese Tndian ir i in j .grant coionuni-uies
gave no t lougir t  to concepts su,cir  as freedon a:r , l  i_deni i ty,  but
the perctrat ion of the îraCe Union inovernen'L into bhe pla-ntat ion
sec tc r  Ì : .as  resu- i ted  in  t r .ese  peop le  be ing  nade a . r {a re  o f  tne í r
n i e h { - c  , , r r  h o i n . - c  ^ i + - i ,gr -St r t /s  &s  : . r .1 - Ì ì l l .< ì . ,  uv r^ rÈ) ; r ,  v r  q - -ze t ìs  anc i  wor_Kers"  f  here  is  s t i1 l

hov lever  a  Generar  p re fe re Ì l ce  fo r  t re  ccn t inua: rce  o f  tne
present  s r  s ' re ; .  c f  nanage en t  wh ic l l  serves  t : :e  .  às  à
prc tecbrve  unbre l la ,  as  i t  were ,  -u lder  w i iose  she l te r  the i r
needs  can be  sa t is f ied .  Th is  may oerhaps  be  prcmpted by  the
la ten t  fear  t i ia t  wr th  t i :e  na t iona l i sa-b icn  o f  the  p lan ta t i -ons
ihere  r , iou lc  be  an  in f i l t ra i io r .  o f  the  peasant  popu la t ion  in to
p lan ta t ion  lc r - . , s ,  t ' . - c reby  d .epr iv inE t : :  e r r  c  : i l , l re : t  o . f  a
guaranteed scur:ce of employinent.  in fact sone of .bl ie ol-d-er:
. ;  - , 1 ^ ^ ' t ^ - i  l - ^ ' ^ ! ^r_nnaot-Ean!-s appear tr ;  yearn fc l  t i re iast and spoke
nos ia lG ' i  ca i ì - ; '  o f  the  da ; ' s  o f  t : re  co ionra l_  wh i te  las te r  w i io
though f i rn ,  dominant ,  and ar rogant ,  r rever the less  looked
af te r  t i re i r  bas ic  needs ,  in  searc i i  c f  rv Ì rose  sar is fac t ion
the i r  a : - rces tors  le f t  t - ie i r  na t ive  la r id .  and n ie r r  p tod  t r  *he
Sr i  Lan i ian  p lan ta t ions .

(c) Case-stlld"lr of a Cornmu:.rity in

The vi l lage in trre commuter bett  of  the netrcporis is
about a square ni le in extent and" just B] mires away fron
cclombo- There are about i ro hc*sehoid.s and a popurat i -on
of  about  2 'TBO.  The v :L l lage  has  95  aeres  o f  padd.y  J -and,
a l l  o f  v , r l ' i ch ,  however ,  i s  no t  cu l t i vabre  because o f  poor
drainage- The rest of  the lar id is used. for residerì .ces and
homesteads wit i r  t i reir  few farr i  anim.rs and crops.

l{ore than 9ú/o of the ho'se}ror-d.s derend. cn enployment,
ma in ly  in  co lo rnbo,  fo r  the i r  subs is tence"  Be ing  on  the
fringe of th6 cit.y of coronbo, tÌre eomnunity extrr]-oits to
the fu1l  t ì re emplo;rment opportunit ies avairable in the ci ty.
l lhe vi l lagers have benef i ted in varying d.egrees from the
educat ional faci i i t ies avai l -able tc iaen and. ag a resur-t
they have been able to sec.,rre sui table elployment.

t
a
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l ' . o re  t , ia r  S t f í  o f  'une  lanC is  re id  ln  sna l l  parce ls  anC so

with the nonihly rvages frorn enpì.o;rr ,ent most vi l lagers are

ab l -e  tc  
' l  

: ve  sa t ic fac to r ' i  i : r r  " rak- i : ^S use c f  t ì re i r  land  fo r

res idences  ard  fc r  sna ì - l -sca- re  cu l . t i va t ion  o f  food c rops"

T ' ,e  v i , l l .a f Ìe rs  i ]av?  expJ-o j - ted  tne  prox in i ty  'bo  Co lombo

by la lc in ;  aua i lab .e  r 'es idences  t : r  o r - , t s iders .  A t  p resent

46c ; i ,  o f  t iLe  | ropu la t ion  cc l Ì . r i ses  ' r ig ran ts  (o r  t : rose  who

have c r : le  i : : t t :  t - :e  v i i lage  fo r  a  fe r^ r  years  onJ-7) "  G iv ing

extra Ìrou-se: on rent has brougnt in an aacl" i t ional incorne to

those v i l i -a rge : :s  who were  en terpr is ing  enough to  pu t  up  i lo re

than jus t  one Ì rouse.  î l re  vas t  na jo r iQv  o f  the  peop le  a re

Buddnr r l ; s  b }  re i ig ion  and S inhaJ-ese by  e t lun ic i t ; ' .  The
'r i l lage .ras nanaged to preserve sone tradi- t i -onal Buddhist

values insir i - te of t i re onsiaught of urbanisat ion with i ts

attendan.t  nodes of cor i ipet i t ive l i fe i thich emphasises

consuÌ irer isn"

The peop l  s  a îe  voca l  in  na t te rs  po l i t i ca l  and are  we i l

ex-oeri .enced in tr :ade rmion act iv i t iy.  They are outspoken

about ccnnunit ; r  needs a"r<i .  capable of exert ing pressure on

the  Menber  fo r  Par l ianent  fo r  be t te r  fac i l i t i es  in  the

v i l l  age .

lhe n:-gra:r t  populat ion is better educated and better

enplo; 'ed trran the vi l l .agers but most of thero pIaJ only a

rnargi-nal-  role in the affairs of the vi l lage as bhe

vi l lagers tenC to naintain polver in their  otun nands and

resent  ou ts iders  becoming too  impor ta : : t  i -n  the  v i l lage .

Shere are vir tasl ly no clpen eonf l . icts bet, i reen nigrants and

vi l l -agers as tneJ/ are er i ;are of the need for a peaceful

co-existence in t ì re si tuat ion of rnutual dependence in vrhich

they are i ; laced.

The peop le  w i th  whom d . ia lo€ l les  \ ^ Ie re  eonCucted  compr ised

a fa i r  c ross-sec t io r .L  o f  the  v i ì - lage  in  te rms o f  age,

e thn ic i ty ,  re l ig ion ,  sc ,s r rpa t ion  and educat ion"  A l l  the

part ic ipa:r ts were agreeC on the need to have basic needs

s a t i s f i e d ,  i . e .  f o o d ,  c l o t i r i n g  a n d  s h e l t e r "  E d u c a t i o n ,

health,  employraent,  rel ig ion and freedom were deened the
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next nost inportant. As regards food, clothing and shelter,
thc enpb.asis on the part of the low-ineome earaera wls on
wholesome food - r ice, vegetables, fruit ,  ni1k, pulses (a few
nentioned fish or neat). some lrere enphatic that i-tens of food
such as inported. t inned foods, han, bacon, etc. were luxuries.
Ehe need for clothiag was erpressed in terus of gar.meats of
decent, durable nnaterial which are s.Iso presentable but
unostentatious. On housing, al l  part icipants stressed the
need. to ormr onerg own house and. plot of land. Next in the
needs hierarchy were risted enploynent and education. Edueation
is necessarily linked to enploJrnent which bcsides providing a
l ivel ihood does a1so, according to a few, satiefy and enrich
personalitJr. Health is another vital need rvhich requires
sstisfaction througb. curative and preventive services. îho
inportance of religion for character foruatioa was accepted. by
the vast najoriùy. Arnspities such as the availability of
electr icity, roads and transport services, public l ibraries,
playground.s and. public wells (for bathing) were algo generaJ-Iy
fel-t to be community need"s" political freed.om was stressed
by a few along lrith the freed,on of movement, religion etc.

A significant festrre of the dia-logues was that the
poorer participants stressed the irnportance of what tb"ey lacked,
or missed. most i .e. food, cloth.ing and shelter and did not
focus their attention suff iciently on other needs, whilst those
whose basic needs had already been satisfied were coascious of
other aeeds whose satisfastion was €eually vitar to them.

(d) Case-stud.iee of the tll:ee rurat colonuaities
on the South Coast and in the low-country
Uet Zone and the Un-cor:ntry llct Zonc

fhe three case-study locations - the fiehing village on
the south coast and the two vilrages Bituated, in the Iow-
country l^let zone and the up-country llet zono respectivery,
possesÉt certain sinilar socio-curturar characteristics.
lflrcy are all typical rural arsas with thc sinhaLesc Buddhiste
prcd'oní-nating. lrhe socio-cultural natrir in each caae
conprises three elemente within whieh necds atis€ and are
eatisf ied,:-



( 1 )

( 2 )

( r )

fhe fanily

the patron

fhe tenple

- 1 9 -

ind ividual relationshiP ;

el, ient rel"ationshiP; and

comnunity relationship.

iCithin these eets there rs a reeipsocity in tbe satisfaction of

aeeds with each partner to the relationship satisfying the need'e

of tbe otber. lfhus tne family provides security and identity for

the ind.ividual and the individ.uql on his part can contribute to

the rstatusr of tbe fanily througb his achievements. similarly

the patron looks after his client and the client in turn

satj.sf ies sone of the neede of the patron, mainly ia tbe area

of naterial needs. FinalLy, the tenple looks after the

spiritual need.s of the comnunity and the conmunity on its part

ensuros the satisfaction of the basic need's of tbe priesthood

in the teoqrle.

It  should, however, be noted that in each of t irese sets of

relationships one partner is in a supel-oldinate position to the

other in the reciprocal process of needs satisfaction' l lhis

can be d.iagrarnatical-ly illustrated as follows:-
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at tnis poj-nt i t  would be inte::eeting to exaniae, in relatica
to this natrix, the intervention of government in i ts role ae the
chief tneeds satisf ier '  tbrough its continuing social welfare
policies" i{orvever we}l- intentioned a policy ained. at the
satisfaction c,f needs nay be, seriou.s d.ísequíLibria can be
created in the natrix or poricy can be frustrated., i f  the process
of satisfaction rtr"ns counter tc the existing ethos in the natrix.
lbe iatroductica of toilets in the up-eoi::rtry rndian connr:aity
a.iready refemed to, the reference which forrows to the
introduction of fishing boats in the south coast village and.
the exanples which are given in th.e subsequent section on
f l lhe discrepancy between needs and the d.everopnent procesel
al l  serwe to i l lustrate this point.

rhese observations underscore the neect for part icipatioo
at aIl relevant levels j.n the fornulation and. implenentgti6n of
d.evelopnent poli  cíes.!

l ' / i th these comrnents on needs and, the processes for their
satisfaction which are appricable to arr thesc three rurai
connuri i t ies, we sharr prcceec to exanine brief ly the specif ic
needs in each l-ocation a6 expregsed by discussants and
participants i-n the d.ialogues ei.uring the case-studies.

Io tne
maia need.s enumerated vere fresh water, land, housing and
fishing equipment.

as the village is situeted on the coast thero ie a high
degree of salinity in the water" Fresh water especially for
drlnking is avaírabre oary in a few welrs aad theee have
become more or less conmunar roLls owing to the demand. for
their use"

f/ ouring t]ne 1)fi
will concentratc
in d.evelopraent I o

pb.aee of thc GPID
on tb.g thsnc - !,rcJect tbc l[arga InstÍtuterîhc l$eed for pàrticÍpation
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fhe fishing popul-ation in the viilage can be broadly

divided. into two eategories - the well-tc-do f ishermen who

are owners cf rnechanised boats or shares in t lnadelr (beacìr-

seines) a.rrd t ire astive f ishemien who operate at a low level of

tecÌenol-ogy. Ifirj.le tire forner live in perinanent and semi-
peflnaneat bousing structures towards the iuterlor, the latter

reside cn tb"e beacì: in tempors.r;v huts with their boats beached
j"n close proxinity. îhese resideats on the beach do not have

any proper toi let or ssnj-tar5r faci l i t ies and they are conpelled

to use the beacbog for this purpose" Anong them there,

howcver, is a pressing d.ena.nd for land. for the construction of
pesnanent houses with the necessarîr faei l i t ies.

The increage in the ar:mbers of the unenployed has created.

a denalld fcr more boats" llie unenploylent problen bas aîisen
not only because of t l ie naturaÌ increase in the workforce but

has also been caused by the displacenent of persons fron ths

occupatioris anciilary to trad.itionai fishing, such as net-
naking, boat repair ing etc., as a result of the introduction

of nechanised boats and uylon nets.

Bhe governmentrs fisheries development programne airned

at the nod.ernisation of coastal fis'ning through tb.e

introduction of uechaniaed bcats and nylon nets has, apart fron
being responsible fcr the displaeenent of persoas fron the

tradit ional occupations r€ferred to above, also caused a certai-a

disequilibri'rm in the eristiag sociaL structure through the
ghift of power from the trad.it ional beach-seine operators to the

owners and operators of mecbanized boats, rho were earl ier nostly

creymen in tire Inaha oruf (the long boata) and occupied a
conparatively insigaificant positioa in the power-hierarchy,

lfhat, one rnsy be pronpted to ask, is the relevance of such a
phcaomenon to a discuseion of needs and needs satisfaction?
In a socio-culturs1 set-up where patron-clÍent relationships are

a prodonnj-nant feature and where there is a patroa-client

mciprocity in the satisfaction of needs, tb.e shift of power

wblch in such a set-up inplies a virtual shift of patronage,

can, in ad,ùition to a disequilíbriun in tbe overall social
strrrcture, lead to serious d.isruption in the processes of needs
satisfacti-on. 1[he erperience of thoso displaced fron the

É



jobs ancil lary to t ire traditíonal r* ishing operations is
graphicalS-y i l lustrative of such a process in this part icular

locat ion.

This g11gl![ is loeated j-n the binterland of the south-
west coastal bel-t +q_!.h-q_l-9',r-Jq34!gy W*LZong in a regicn
indirectly exposed io l festerrr colonising inf luences. l-t  has
nevertheless continr-red to retain i te tradlt ional socio-cu1Ìr:.ra1
characterist ics" îhe vi l lages in this region are hemmed in by
the comrnercial tea and rr:bber plantations and in the vi l tage
itself there is a tea estate, once privately owned but novr
nationalised a::d r 'un as a cooperative estate. Ti:e presence of
this estate has of late eonewhat inf luenced the aspi::at ions of
the villagers in regard to land and enployment" In tlre
domestic agricultural sector there are owaers of Le.rge-sized
holdings, nedium-sized holCings arrd. smal1 fragmeated holdings
in addit ion ' i ;o a fair nurnber of land.less peasante. The leve1
of poJ-itical consciousness and [rade Union activi-ty is compa,na-
t ively high, This is not sr:rprising Es this vi l lage fal ls
within the Parliamentary constituency whicn up ti1I the last
election rn 1977 returned as i ts representative t l :e leader of ib.e
Connunist Part"y of Sri Lanka. fhis village is blessed with a
copious supp3.y of fresh water and a fert i le soi l  on which a
variety of food crops including fruits is grown*

The nain neeCs of the connuni4rr particularly amoug the
poorer low-ineome groups, were stated as land and enployaent.
A. few even bLuntly asserted th.at money Íras tb.e nost inportan_t
need. As in the other locations studied, Land for the
purposes of both resideuce and cultivation appeared to take
precedence in the needs hierarchy, elosely fol lowed by ernploJrneat"
'uJleen government anncuaced ite inteation to nationalise large
Estates, hopes were entertained that not only would the
cultivated. erbents in the Estate be distributed among deeerzíng
vi11-a6ers but that enpioyment would. be available for the large
najority of the unempioyed" htl:en these expectations were
ult inateJ.y not realísed frustration began to set in and, in
certain insta::.oes, resul-ted in an out-migration freiin the eonn',.lnaff"

i
I
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a fair number representative of nost sections of the

coununity voiced the sentinent that human developnent is

closely linked. with and in fact dependont on corunuaity

developnent. From the welter of views erpressed on what

exactly constituted comnunity developrnent it is possible to

generalise on the fol lowing contextually deternined

conponents: -

readbr access to basic and essential connodities through

locally-sited. and roore eff icient channels of distr ibution

(than the existing cooperatives) and a regular fair (period.ic

narket);

on tbe spot d.isposal- of local produce through the setting

up of narketing faci l i t ies at tae 1ocal level and also

through a regular fair, without 3ecourse to the neighbouring

roarket towns involving productive time and transport costsl

ClOger to ngme neOiCaf, eoùCataonal al lq coumunLgataon

facrrrtres I
snau-scare tnd.ustnal actrvrtica to gcneratc crproJrrclt; and

reaùily accessible eourcee of credit for investnent oa

productive eaterPrises.

Ehe d.iseussions and dialoguea on rwhat is the good l l fet?

Butfaeed. views ranging fron the purely naterial-istic to the

nodcrately spiritual. .l,ecording to a few, d'rarn fron the

pooret sections of the connunity (with reaÉ,on for cnbj.tternent

orring to frustrations), a good, Iif e vas not possible rithout

troncJr. Honey held the key to the satisfaction of all need.e which

rcgulted in bappj.nese. Ílo a few others rthe good lifer meant a

Iife devoid. of problene. Such problens could' be solved througÉ

thc aeguisition of land and satisfactory cnploynent rhich provlded'

thc rherewithal for the satisfaetion of needs rhicb resulted in

bappf.neee. A tbird catcgory held that the satisfaetion of

natcrlal ueeds alone did aot coaducc to a good lifc trnlcss ther€

ras also d.isciplÍned conduct and a certain level of aehievement

of epiritual realisation.

fhe village in the up-countJy l.let Zone ie populated almost

ontiDely by Kandyan (up-country) Siahalese Buddhists" Í[']re

naJority of these resj-d.ents onee belonged to the lesding

rgovigamaf (fanaer caste) but outnigration for reagons of nariage
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and enplo;rnent has thinned their ranks and tire lower-caste groups
now pred.ominate numeriealì.y and enjoy a virtuar monopcry in the
control of the affairs of the vi l lage-Ievel insti tut ions. The
main avenues of ernploynent are paddy-farming in highly fraguented.
plots of 1and., highland cult ivation esp.,sc,ia1ly cf ninor export
crops, w?rite-colIar jobs in the neighbouring towns and rabour-
grade occupations int:e surrounding tea estates.

Dialogues weîe conducted with persons representative of the
high and }ow castes and of well-to-d.o, nidd.le-level and low-
income groups. l{hi l-st those who have obtained a satisfaetory
leve] of l iving stressed the need for food, clothing and shelter
of a certain quali tyr the poorer fclk appeared to be satisf ied. with
quantity and availability of basic reguireneats" EVeryone
articurated the need fcr social security and faniry and community
solidariQr, but whereas the noîe aff luent and inf luential regard.ed.
it  as a rneFns of enhancing prestige, porit icar power and status,
those lower-placed stressed its inportance as an insurance in t imes
of social and f inancial need.

One of the part icipants in the dialogues who, though
belonging to a lower class, was nevertheless one of the r ichest
members of the conlnr:aity decried the need for a prestigious
Iife-style" [o use his own words:

nWhat is required in a viIl_age is a sinplc way of life
whicn by its very example wil-1 win the confidenee of the éntire
connunity and act as an incentive in the pronotion of good. social
relationships and coumunal cordiality. rn tbis way there will
be greater psrt icipation by al l  in the activit ies of the vi l lage
which is the greatest requisite f,or i ts true d.everopnent. i

there was a variety of views on the need for education.
To some a basic education appcared to be suff icient, whirst
others stressed the need. for a higb.er education as it was the key
to prestigious positÍons in the public and nercanti le sectors.
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Sti1l others expressed the view that no human or conrounity

developnent was possible without a good education. A section

enphasized. that rhat tas required for the village vtaa a

vocational education, especial ly in crafts.

l[o the marginal agricultural operators who had to

nake-d.o with fragnented plots of laad and to the landless

agricultr:ral labourers land was the nost pressing need.

lbey stated that today there is a great denand. for ninor

erport produce such as spices, coffee, betel etc. and if

ever5r peasant was given a modest extent of land, the

village as a whole could attain a high degree of economic

viability and whatever manifestations of poverty that

Btill lurked anong the poorer sections of the cou:lity

nould be soon eradicated.

Bwo persons who belonged to the tGovigamar or farmer

caste consid.er the caste systen as a social need to

maintain the sociaJ- balance in a village conmuaity J-ike

tb.eirs. [hey contend that its persistence for over two centuriEs

is an aclalohrledgenent by society over the ages of its usefuLness

in the socj.o-economic fi:actioning of rural communities.

5. NEDS AIÍD îHE PROC$SES Otr' DEVETOPI{ENI

Goals are value-oriented, and if development neans the

developnent cf human beings, humar needs must necessarily

deternine these values.

Goals, in other words, are the satisfaction of needs.

tbis satisfaction ie attained through the process which

supplies the satisf ier of the need.
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I l tere are t , , ree sinple but important assunpt i-ons int h e  c o n c e l t  o f  n e e d . s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  s a t i s f a c t i o n  ( o r  t h eprocess  t . ra t  b r ings  about  sa t is fac t ion) .  A  need no t  onLyex is ts  b r r - t  t Ì le re  has  to  be  a  consc i_ousness  o f  i t s  ex is tence
& d ,  i f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i s  s o u g h t ,  s u c h  e x i s t e n c e  a n d
consciousness have to be e).pressed. or art icu_rated. for theprov is ion  o f  sa t is fac t ion  e i ther  by  the  ind iv idua l  0 r  byan ou ts ide  source  ( invar iab ly  the  soc ia l  g roup or  t ì re
nat ion or Ìarger coxÌrnunity).  For exampre, when an infant
is  hungry ,  i t  c r ies  in  a  d . i s t inc t i ve  manner  to  ind ica te  i t sneed fo r  fcod-  an  adu l t  i s  in  a  pos i t ion  to  sa t is fy  h isneeds i r imse l f  o r  seek  sa t is fac t ion  w i th  the  herp  o f  o thers .
r t  i s  r+ 'e '  need 's  cannot  be  met  t Ì r rough a  process  o f  se l f_sa t is fac t ionr  tha t  t Ì re  in te rvent ion  o f  soc ie ty  o r  the
lsrger connunity has to cone in.

r t  is t rr is larger range within which rruman needs canbe sat isf ied t ì rat  nakes human d.everopnent to be seen asdeve lopnent  o f  peop le  in  soc ie ty .  Th is  in  tu rn  connotes
sat is fac t ron  and fu r ther  deve l0pment  o f  human needs.  Thusthe relat ionsir ip between need.s an. the devel0pr: :ent process
is  no t  a  s ta t i c  one.  As  a  resu l t  o f  t , re  d .eve lopment
p=ocess cìLanges occ.Lr in the socio-cul tr .*ar matr ix whichg ive  r i se  to  new needs and new lever -s  o f  consc iousness .
(apart  f ronr the sat isfact ion of ind. iv id.ual need.s of r ,vhich
there  is  consc iousness ,  there  is  a rso  t i re  sa t is fac t ion  o fneeds o f  i ' i r i ch  there  is  no  consc iousness  in  some ind . iv id .uars . )
lhis in turn i ras an irnpact on pol icy an. i ts imprementat ion
processes. Therefore the l inkage between hrrman needs a:rdthe  goa l  s  an .  p rocesses  o f  deve l0pnent  has  to  be  seen no t  asa l inear phenonenon such as

socio-cur#ií- Need.s ) Goar.s -) processes -)
Sat is fac t ion  o f  needs

but as a circular phenomenon guch as :_
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Sat is fact

Inplernentatio

lhe l inkage is thus seen not as one of direct causal i ty

but 'a.s one of dialect ical  interact ion.

[he relat ionship between human needs and the

developnent process can be looked at in terms of a demand

and supply bond.,  wit i r  the former being art icula'bed and the

latter proviùing the sat isfact ion. îhe way in which

supply operates in relat ion to d.emand nqy be said to be

determined.  by  the  fac to rs  o f  consc iousness  or

unconsciousness. On the demand side needs are deternined

by  consc iousness  wh ich  can take  one o f  four  fo rms: -

(1 )  The consc iousness  o f  BN

(2)  îhe  lack  o f  consc iousness  o f  BN

G)  The consc iousness  o f  non-BN

(4) 0he lack of consciousness of non-BN.

Eocio-c
matrix

on o f  needs

rocesses DeveloPm

o l i c ies
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Cn the suppl.v side policy can

1 .  C o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  ( 1 )

2.  l ,ac l :  o f  consc iousness

t .  Consc iousness  o f  (2 )

+.  Lac l l  o f  consc iousness

re f l ec t :  -

o f  ( 1 )

o f  ( 2 )

I f  there is  no proper  congruence between the two end.s
(supply and d-emand) irr-natching resurts and causes
discrepancies bet .h /een goal -s  and need.s.  Discrepancies
betwaen goal - f ixat ion and need sat is fact ion ar_so ar ise
from a faih:-re on the part of pol icy-makers to study the
socio-cut tura l  context  in  which needs ex is t .

congruence between need.s and.  sat is fact ion is  poss ibre
where there is  consci -ousness on the par t  o f  por icy of  the
consciousness,/unconsciousness of Bttr and non-BN. trfhere
there is however unconsciousness of the four t;rpes of
needs consciousnessr / r rnconsciousness,  the d.evelopment  process
can be retarded. rt is also possible for policy-makers to
sometines overlook the priori ty claim for the satisfaction
of a basic need an. rqy greater enphasis on poricies that
cater  to  non-basic  need.s.

' , ' I l :en needs and their satisfaction are looked. at in
terrns of a d.enand an. suppry situatioa the concept of
Ineedsf is invested. with a d.uarisn that brings sharply into
focus t.e enphasis placed by policy-makers and others on the
supply  component  (o f  the prov is ion of  good.s and serv ices)
rather tìran on the demand.s of the rd.emand.sr component in
te::ms of a proper 'nderstand.ing of the reali ty of need.s and.
the socio-curturar context in which they arise.

-

a

-t
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6. DiALOG.I,IE AS A IGT:IODOLOGY FOR

TEE I]VNSTTGATICI.I OF ìÍEEDS

Di-alo$ue vras the nain rnethod resorted to in the

invest igat icn of needs. In the rural  areas and t l :e

urban sha:rty locat ions most of the dialogues htere

conducted in the Ìromes of tbe part ic ipants in an

stxnosphere fan',:-l-iar to t'nem and conducive tc frank and

re laxed c .Jnversa t ion .  A .s  the  loca t ions  se lec ted  were

venues of ear l ier Marga research studies, the part ic ipants

were fa: l i l iar with the researcÌrers and as such the

establrshnent of the necessar5r rapport  and tne sett ing of

the  s tage fo r  sa t j -s fac to ry  d ia logues  d id  no t  p resent  any

d i f f i cu l - t ;  es .

[he  pur ;ose  o f  t i i e  d ia logue,  i t s  scope e tc .  v le re  f i rs t

explained. to the part ic ipants with an observat ion that so

far planners a.nd administrators had more or less arrogated

to themselves the responsibi l i ty for for ' :oulat ing d.evelopment

plans wi- thout a proper avtareness of popular percept ions of

needs. There vlas a certain amount of feedback frorn the

people t iuough the pol i t ic ians to the government and

planners but this was a-Lmost negl igible.  Dialogue vras an

attenpt tc ascertain whatr/how the people themselves thought

o f  t r re i r  needs  and goa ls  in  l i fe .

[he part ic ipants were given an opportunity to express

their  thoughts freely.  They were lef t  undisturbed to go on

with their  thoughts. l , Ihen deviat ions fron the rnain topic

were nade, they had to be discreet ly brought back to the

track. At t imus quest ions or a request for c lar i f icat ion

were nade by the researcher.

Syrametrl- suffered to a great extent in rnany of the

dialogues. This was unavoidable as any attemFt at real

dialoguing would have confused the participant or made hin

agree with the researcher wi-thout critically exanining the

isgues. In certain cases where the part ic ipant vras more

educated. and conversant with developnent, needs etc.

synnetqy was significantly echieved.
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In  these d ia logues  e inphas is  was p laced on  e l i c i t ing

t îe  r )e rcept ions  o f  t : -e  par t i c ipants  on  the i r  needs  and no t

so inucir  on the nutual ly educat ive aspect of dialogue which

is  re labeC tc  synnet ry .

The nutu"ai  educat ive element wtr ich features prominent ly

in the cl ia logue nethod is not always an essent ial  component

o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n e e  i n q u i r y .  F c r  i n s t a : r c e ,  i f  a  s o c i a l

sc ie r t i s t  inqu i res  in to  the  expend i tu re  pa t te rn  o f  a  cer ta j -n
individual,  social  group or community,  the elenent of mutual

ed .uca t ion  need no t  fea ture  a t  a r I .  th is  par t i cu la r  inqu i ry

can ver;-  rvel l  be undertaken with tne hetp of the Intervievr
method.

lhus i t  l^rould seem t i rat  tne Dialogue nethod is most

su i tab le  fo r  inqu i ry  in to  such soc i3 l  rea l i t ies  as  asp i ra t ions ,

values, at t i tudes and Ídeolog-y. This method. rnqy not be the
best sui ted for inquiry into real i t ies which by nature are
more eu?nt i tat ive than qual i tat ive. The exist ing tools of
social-science, inquiry are more than adequate to explore social-

real i t ies wl i ic i r  are moîe quant i tat ive than qual i tat ive.

l f i rerr  surveys, quest ionnaires or depth interviews are
resor ted  to ,  t l i e  researcher ,  a  p r io r i ,  f i xes  cer ta in  l in i t s
and bounds to his f ie ld of inquiry as he is actual ly looking
out fcr e>rplanat ions, c lar i f icat ions and answers to certain
issues' ,^r i t j r  r ' rhich he has tc deal.  on the contrary in the
Dialogue nethod the researcber makes no atternpt at focusing
attent ion only on certain areas; he d.oes not restr ict  the
range of inquiry and so he is capable of obtaining a moîe
comprehensive picbure of the social  real i ty und.er scrut j -ny.
This is a signi f icant ner i t  of  the Dialogue nethod. in
conparison with the other convent ional tools of social
science j-nquiry.
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I . re  D j -a l  o3 ica l  approac : '  has  been ins t runenta l  j -n

revea l - ing  a  r rc l ,  var ie t ; , '  c f  th i -nk ing  on  goa ls :  P l 'ocesses

a: ,d  i : l i ì j - c : . t , .  : : s  o - t  deve iop-  ren t  .  Severa l  'a r t i c i - ,?ants

re f lec ted-  on  t l ,e  t rad i t iona i  tsudd" Ì r i s t i c  va l i Ìes  -  a  s inp le

l i fe r . inerrc,r- :rbcrecl  vr i th t Ì re gadgetery t i lat  nodern

c ' v i t i z 3 t .  o i r  a ,  c  t e c l n o l c g ; '  o f  f  e r ;  a  l ì o n - c c l c -  e t i t i v e  a n d

non-acqr-Ì is j - 'b ive r lcd.e of l - i fe whicir  regards craving (thantra)

or  acqu i -s i t i ve i :ess  as  t l - ie  rco t  cause o f  a l l -  su f fe r inS in

human be ings .  Th . is  ou t look  on  l i fe  t r rough l i ro fessed by

many is 1,: t  ah.:ays ref lected, in actual l iv ing. such vievrs

could. 3lso - :ave beer el ic i ted. by using tre d-eptt l  inter:v iet ' r '

The d . i f fe re . l ce  be tween d .ep th  i r r te rv iew and t ì te  D ia log ica l

methocl ' , ro '- l lc l  be t  -e : :utual ly educat ive ele'r 'ent '

cor rsc iou€ j l less- ra is ing  o f  t r re  , ra r t i c i ran ts  wou ld  be  a

Conseque: :ce  l f  t ,  e  , r .u . tua l  edr , rca t j -ve  aspec t  o f  t ' re  D ia logue

netnod. .  i i l  , . t : ; ing  t Ì ie  D ia l  ogue r ie t l roC l  ,  i t  r ,VaS l iecessar l '  to

so f t  - reda l  t , re  edu-ca t ive  as l lec t  as  a l rnos t  a l l  t ' re  par t i c i -

pants  fe t t  t r ra t  they  were  no t  on  a  par  v r i t i r  the  researchers .

I t  was fei t  t ì tat  any atternpt to educate or enr ich the

-^ r t ìn i  , - , ' ' l -  r . ,a ,1 lq l  COnf .Lse  t : ie  _car t iC ipant  and no t  p rove
I r d , !  v r v i ,  c \ r t r  u

product ive. 'v l i th a few nore educated part ic ipa-nts t f re

nutual ly ed.r-rcat ive aspect was present arO in trat  sense the

whole e: lercise l .Jas di f ferent fron the orteodox interview.

The ' . : : t 'Lapped. potent iai  in the Dialogue method in our

e4perie: ,rce r .rould. appear t , ,  i ie in i ts educat ive aspect but

as long as d. ialogue is caught up in tne traai t ional

att i tud.e t<, . rethod.s of social  science inquiry where the

researcìLer j -s iooked. upon as a superior being, symmetry a- ird

especial l ) .  the element of rnutual educat ion which. const i tute

the  essence o f  the  exerc ise  w i l l  be  d i f f i cu t t  to  ach ieve"

rtrrah r^rnr: ' l r l  r ìongnd on the researcher in the attempt to break
l l u w l l  l r v u : u  s v I ,

down th is  barr ier .  For  tbe desi red benef i ts  o f  d ia logue to

be reaped. the researcher nust be prepared. to J-earn by

experie::ce aud adjust his techniques as often as necessgry"

He naust possess t l ie abil i ty to understand people, make thera

rel-aJced. in his 1)resence and win tìreir confidence. Above al l t

he must clevelop a cornpetence to induce a spir i t  of inquisit iveness

in the part icipa:rt and stimulate in him a crit ical rather than a

conpliant and subrnissive attitude.


