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C o n t r a d i c t i o n s o f p r o g r e s s

1 . f n t r o d u c t i o n :

i { h a t  p e o p l e  d e s j - r e  1 n  t h e  i n d u s t r j - a l i z e d  w o r l d  -  i n s t e a d
o f  t h e  s i m p l e  l i f e  -  i s  a  l i f e  c f  a f f l u e n c e '  o f  g r o w i n g
w o a l t h .  o f  s r : n q ì r a l  n l r ' a s , ì r r c ' q  i n  p r r o r w  w ; r w -  R t : c  t h i s  i sw ! q a  e - r ,  v !

n o L  w h a t  m a n  w a s  c r e a t - e d  i o r , .  n o r  t h i s  e a r t h .  T o C a y  t h i , s
e a r t h  i - s  i  n  < 1  i f  f  i c u l t i e s  w i t h  i t s  e n v i r o n m e n t .  I t  i s
t h r e a t e n e d  b y  t h e  e x h a u s t i o n  o f  i t s  r a w  n r a t e r i a l s .  I t  c a n
n ó  I  O n c e r  s t a n j  r r n  i .  . r  q r r , ^ Ì r  r r r i  n Ò r r q  e v n l  o i  f  a f  | O n  .  .  .  + )

C a r d i n a l  D r .  F r a n z  K ó n i g
i n  h i s  B o x i n g  d a v  s e r m o r r ,
C h r i s t m a s  1  9 7 8  i n
q +  Q i -  o n h r n  t  c  l ' t f  | r n À r :  ì

e  L v Y :  e ( .  e r . u u r  u +  t

V i - e n n a .

I f  v r c  ac iep t  i : r . an  as  t he  measu re  o f  a l - 1  t h i ngs  then  rnode : :n

c i v i f i z a l i o n  -  o r  ' p r o g r e s s '  -  m u s t  b e  j u C g e d  b y  v r h a t  i t

does  fo r :  t he  i - nC iv id r . ra l  human  be inq .

T h e  1 9 t h  c e n t r . r r y  b e l i c r - e d  i n  p r o g r e s s , .  a  g l o r i o u s  v i s t a  o f

t e c h r : i c a l  a d r - e n c r s  I  c a C i n g  n a n k - i n C  i n t o  a  b r i g h t  f  u t u r e  o f

o \ , r o Ì -  i . r , - r ' , - î q i n t J  L ^ * - ' r - ^ ^ ' -  ^ " ' I  h a r m n n w  c a i . * r . ó  a S S U f e i .  S C j C n C er i f , P P J .  l l U > >  a l l J  i . r ! r , : u r I - Y  - E e . . . u u

w a s  E o i n ;  t o  s o f v c  a I l  r i c i C l e s  o f  n a t u r e , ' i r , r p r o v e d  . - e c h n i q u e s

, . r a r r l . l  l - r - r  r r  î r ^ , . i  * -  L ^ * - - ^ ^ ! ^  l - r r r n n o r  r , r n r r l 4  h n  ^ 1 i - i  - r + n . l
\ ' J ( r U a U  I J I  l l l U  9 f  U W I j l q  I I C I V E > u 5 ,  l l u r I 9 s L  / . v u r ú  ù ú  g I l l . L a l l r f  L ! - l r ,

i - n s t . ; : u n e n t s  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  a  i  d s  v r c u l d  r e d , u c e  t h e  n e c e s s i t l '

f o r  h a r c l  w c r k  a n C  l o n g  w o r k i n g  h o u r s , .  t e c h n o l c q y  w o u l C  e n a b l c

u s  t o  f e e d ,  c l o t h e  a . n d  h o u s e  e v e r  r n o r e  D e o p l e  -  f  i r s t

a d e q u a t e l y ,  L h e n  a b u n d a n t l y .  ' s c i e n t i f i c '  t e c h n i q u c s  a n d  t h e

n e w l y  d e v e l o p i n g  ' s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s '  w o u l - d  l e a d  t o  a  j u s t

Ò r . r î n ì z : r t - ì n n  . r f  q o r - i e 1 - w .  S r - i o r  1 À  1 - - r É -  t h e  m i l l e n n i U n .v I Y q r r ! l . u L r v l l  v !  J U U f  g L J .  J L a g l l 9 E  W l / u I u  ! . L I I r Y

" S t a t t  d e s  e i n f a c h e n  L e b e n s  s u c h e n  d i e  I n d u s t r i e v ó i k e r
c i n e n  ù p p i g c n  L e b c n s s t i l ,  w a c h s e n d e n  R e i c h t u r n ,  G c n u B
a u f  a l l e n  L i n i - e n .  A b e r  d a f ù r  i s t  d e r  M e n s c h  n i - c h t  g e -
s c h a f f e n .  A u c h  n i c h t  d i e  E r d e .  S i e  i s t  h e u t e  i n  i h r e r
U m w e I t  i n  S c h w i e r i g k e j - t e n  g e r a t e n .  S i e  l e i d e t  a n  n Ò g -
I  ì  c h o r  E r s c h ó n f  r r n a  r l a r  n a h  e t r ; f  f  g  .  S i e  i  S t  d e m  R a u h r b a U
n i c h t  m e h r  g e w a c h s e n  . . . "

r-)



The techn ica l -  advances  o f  the  las t  four  centur ies  (no t  to
nent ion  the  who l -e  span o f  human h is to ry  f ro rn ,  say  30 ,000 Bc
u n t i l  t h e  y e a r  1  5 0 0 )  a r e  b e g g a r e d  i n t o  i n s i g n i f Í c a n c e  b y
the  techn ica l  advances  o f  the  l -as t  60  years .  ye t  the  be l ie f
i n  ' p r o g r e s s '  h a s  s u r f e r e d  k n o c k  a f t e r  k n o c k  s i n c e
worLd war  r .  Toda! '  we face  growinE pess imism:  I ^ fe  taLk  o f
the l in i ts of growth, we fear that.  we are about to destrov
the  b icsphere ,  we su f fe r  f rom fu tu re  shock .

we are  red iscover ing  the  t ru ism tha t  ! /e  must  pay  c ì ,ear ly  fo r
al l  our advances. !bSm-
se l -ygs  unavo idab le  d isadvantages .

2.  Ngglgcr_gtcrgy:
î he  sp l i t t i ng  o f  t he  a tom p ron i sed  to  g i ve  us  un l im i ted

supp r i es  o f  ene rgy .  Bu t  a l - ready  we  a re  f aced .  w i t h  t he  t r eb te

th rea t  o f  g row Íng  ' r ese rves '  o f  dead ry  p lu ton i r . rm , .  und i sposab le

nuc lea : :  was te , .  i ns ta l l a t i ons  sens i t i - ve  t o  t - e r ro r i s t  a t t acks

w j - t h  t he  a t t encan t  p rcb lems  o f  ' ad ,equa te '  p ro tec t i on ,  necessa ry

r i n i t a t i ons  o f  i nd i v i dua l  f r eedom, '  and  the  ray ing  was te  o f
g row ing  numbers  o f  s i t es ,  i n  t he  f u tu re ,  o f  t he  po i soned  ru ins

o f  wo rked -ou t  power  s ta t i ons  t ha t  w i - l l  have  to  be  gua rded  fo r

decades ,  pe rhaps  even  fo r  cen tu r i es .  The  p rob l -em o f  l im i t l ess

ene rgy  i s  s t i l l  w i t h  us ,  on  a  b igge r  sca le  t han  eve r  -  s t i l l -

u n s o l v e d .

W h e t h e r  o u r  p e c u l i a r l y  A u s t r i a n  w a y  o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s
' ^ - ^ ' h l  ^ ! :  - r r f o q  l - h o  h a i  d l a + '  ^ €  € n ' l  - l  o ,. o r g g a e r  c o n s t r t - - _ _  * v : r - '  ,  v !  i f  w e  h a v e  s e t

a  s i gna l  t o  t he  wo r l -d ,  po in t i nq  i n  t he  d i rec t i on  o f  san i t y  -

re r .a ins  t - o  be  seen .  ou r  un ique  con t r i bu t i on  t o  t he  "nuc lea r

o p t i o n "  c o n s i s t e d  i n  f i r s t  e r e c t i n g + )  -  a t  a  c o s t  o f  o v e r

ha l - f  a  b i l l i on  do l l a r s  -  a  nuc l_ea r  power  s ta t i on  o f

an t i qua ted  des ign  a t  Zwen tendo r f ,  a  v i l l age  s i t ua ted  a

+ )  b a s e d  o n  a  d e c i s i o n  b y  t h e  f i r s t  n o n - c o a l . i t i o n  Ò V p -
gove rnmen t  s i nce  1945



bare  50  km ups t ream f ron" l  our  cap i ta l  c i t y ,  V ienna, '  and

subsequent ly  to  p roceed w i t .h  a  re fe rendum in  November  1  978+)

and ou t law -  by  the  nar rowest  o f  ma jor i t ies  -  the  log ica l

next  s tep of  le t t i r rg the compl-eted po '$/er  s tat ion become

o p e r a t i o n a l .  M a y b e  t h e r e ' s  w i s d o m  i n  o u r  f o l l y :  I f s  i n

consequence ,  we  ta . ke  1  )  s teps  to  make  cu r  own  nabu ra l

s o u r c e s  o f  e n e r g y  ( h y C r o - e l e c t r i c  p o w e r ;  l i g n i t e  d e p o s i * - s )

Eo  a  l onge r  v /ay  by  sav ing  ene rgy  i n  a  sys te ina t i c  f ash ion

(us ing  hea+ ,  conse rv ing  bu i l d i ng  ma te r i a l s  and  me thods ;

p romo t . i ng  i ndus t r i es  w i t h  a  h igh  con ten t  o f  sk i f l ed  l abo r

i nscead  o f  expo r t i ng  p r i r na ry  and  sen i - f i n i shed  p roducÈs  w i th

:  h i r r h  è n o 1 6 1 r  - Ò n i - r r n t .  f 6 7 p 6 6 j n r r  r  n n n r l  À a e r '  O f  a l l - f O U n dq  1 . r Y  r r

a i r  cond. i t i cn ing  w i r i ch  i s  a fmos+-  super f luous  in  our  c l imate) , '

o r  i f  2 )  we usc  the  ample  invent ive  ta len t  in  our  count ry

undìo* .  up  w i th  a  subs tan t ia l  con t r ibu t ion  to  research  fo r
- ì ! ^ - - . - + : . . . -  1 ^ ^ ^  - - ^ ! ^ - r i - 1 1 , ,q r L E ! r r q L ! v s ,  r s r >  y v u s r r L ! q ! r )  d a n g e r o u s  n e w  s o u r c e s  o f  e n e r g y

or  p re fe rab l y  i n  bo th  r vays  -  we  may  ye t  have  done  ou rse l ves ,

a n d  n e r h a n s  t h e  r ^ r n r l d  a  o n n r l  t u f n .

?  t D i n a / l  I  a n o r a r z .- : : t r : = - - : : - : : :À '

The  fo rms  o f  ene rgy  we  do  use  -  and  we  do ' ,  a t  f r i gh ten ing l y

g r :ow ing  ra tes  -  a re  b roughc  t c  us ,  t o  ou r  p roduc t i on  un i t s ,

€ - ^ ! ^ - j  ^ -  ! s - . .l q u u v ! ! s ) ,  u r e r l s p o l t  s y s t e n s  a n d  t o  o u r  h o m e s  ( i n  t h e  s h a p e

of  energy ,  gas  and [heat ing ]  s team ,and water  fo r  d r ink ing ,

industr ial  and sanicat i -on purposes) & have macle us oependent

on  the  func t ion ing  o f  these sys tems to  an  ex ten t  tha t ,

today ,  i s  th rea ten ing  Èhe l i fe  and the  ex is tence o f  rap id ly

growing  communi t ies .  For  most  bu t  no t  fo r  a l l  o f  us ,  there

1s  no  more  lugg ing  o f  coa f  o r  wood,  no  v la te r  to  be  dnawn

f rom the  we l l  anC car r ied  ín to  the  house,  no  cesspoo l  to  be

dug in  the  backyard .  i lu t  what  i f  any  one o f  the  power  sys tens

+ )  b a s e o  o n  a  d e c r s r o n  b y  t h e
l - h o  n r r n l  A ^ r  r ì n Ì ^ r . ^ r  n #  r ì -  i  n n  ' . . r  -L I 1 9  I I U U I g q !  } , V W g I  ù  L q U ! U l 1  W q ù  t

n a t - { - r r .  i J -  r ^ r r q  r  r r o n n ] o l <  f i ^ h l -
,  

: e  Y Y s v

n a r . l - i e s  i n  A r L s i r i a .

Q D f l - a 6 r r n r n m o n i  î h o  c i r r r n r r - l  o  - r  - . ' r ' i  n , . -ù r v - v u v g ! r l t r r g r r L .  r i r E  è u ! u u v r 9  a v q r r r Ò L

i r n r r o r rp r  -  f l c r l -  
' 1  

i  m i  ] -  o . l  j .  n  nno  nn l i t iCa ll 1 v v Y 9  v  9 !  ,

. i n r ,  l r t d . i n r f  m é m h è - ^  ^ +  - r r  * . - ì i ! . i c a f
I l r u f u u r r l ( j  l n g l r L U E ! ò  u !  a r r  v u r r L



or  the  \^ /a te r  suppty  shou lo  fa i l  th rough an  acc ident ,  a
ca tas t rophe b i -g  o r  smal l?  No use tu rn ing  t -c  a  ne ighbor  fo r
herp :  he  is  jo ined by  p ipe ,  by  cab le  o r  by  ccndu i t ,  to
the same syste:rn, '  arrd when our supply fairs then so does
h i s .

Increased use of energy is making Austr ia more cle,oendent
upon fo re ign  count r ies  and a t  the  same t ine  w i l ]  cause b ig
problerns for i ts balance cf payments. Twenty years ago
we imported no energy Èo speak ofr '  today two-thirds of our
energy  is  impor ted ,  and by  1990 four_ f i f thso f  our  energy
wi l l  be imported - unfess we rnake economies in the use of
energy ,  vas tJ -y  inc rease smal lsca le  domest ic  p roduc t ion ,
or  change our  way c f  l i v ing .

S o u r c e : Kurz-  und mi t te l t r i s t ige  Fragen der
entwicklung, Beirat f r . i r  i^ i i r tèchafts-
f r a g e n ,  W i e n ,  1 9 7 8 ,  p p .  1 3 9  a n d  1 4 3 .

Zah iungsb i lanz-
u n d  S o z i a l -

F n a r n t z  n r n À r r n +  i  a *! r r c ! yJ  r v r \ r L ruuL rOn ,  COnSUmpt iO f f ,  impOf t ,

( i n  t housand  kg  coa l  equ i va len t )

1 9 5 5

t v o f

1 9 7  5

1 9 8 5  ( e s t r r n a t . e )

f ) n m a q l - i c : l l r r

a v a i l a b l e
enerEy

1 1 , 0 3 6

1 1  , 6 1  4
a  1  l  a .
|  |  , . l o o

1 0 , 0 3 5

Conve rs i . on
a n d  u s e

I  z , ó J  I

1 i  a - -
I  y ,  + ) 5

z J r t z o

4 3 , 2 2 3

T m r r A r +

É ,  t 1 1

9 , 3 1 0

t ó ,  o 5 J

3 4 , 2 6 0



4 \ f  \ r d i e n e  a n d  m e d i c i n e :

Hyg ien i c  f ac i l r t i es  i n  homes

un i t s  i n  Aus t r : , a ' s  D rov inc i -a I  cap i t a l sPe rcen tage  o f  hous ing
hav ing  amen i t i es

Sa1 zburg

L i n z

lnnsbruck

T i l r a a n f r r r f

Graz

Vienna

+ J -  ì

C l a s s  i + 2 '  
' '

1 7 . 4  ?

1 1 . 4  I

6 8 . 3  Z

6 6 . 5  Z

5 6 . 3  Z

4 7 . 8  Z

housj-nq r::rj-ts have
-  F r ! ^ e  I  * ^  j  i ^
w q L g !  ! È a U € r

Ìnusing urrits have
ho'.sing units have
rluLisrng LirrJ_Es nave
houshg uri-r--s have

+ + ì
n l - ^ ^  a  /
V I q ù D  J

9 . 7  3

1 3 . 4  g
' l  9 . 5  Z

t + . 2  z

1 6 . 3  e ó

1 8 . 7  Z

C l a s s  4 + 5 '  '
(  substandard)

1 3 . 0  ?

t ) . b  6

t z . z  6

l Y . 5  = o

2 7 . 4  ?

3 3 . 5  3

+ + t  t - t ^ c c  I

UIASS I I

U]-ASS II.Ì
- l  - ^ ^  î t
V I é > S  I V

Class V

central heatilg, bathrccrn, toilet,

a bathrocrn,
toil-et ard 'rrater irrside the hcne,
orrly a water faucet jn the hcrie,
no water in tlre hone.

The c i ty  o f  V ienna has  par t i cu la r  p rob lems,  s lnce  many o f  i t s

h o u s e s  a r e  v e r y  o l d  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  i s  n o t  e a s i l v  p o s s i b l e .

b ) Med ic ine

Advances  in  med ic ine  -  the  cont ro l  o f  ch i ld  mor ta l i t y ,

in fec t ious  d iseases ,  o f  most  o f  the  t rad i t iona l  k i l le r

d iseases  th rough progress  in  bac ter io logy ,  surgery  and

the advent of chemotherapy in the modern sense - have,

in cooperat ion with the new f indings arrd improvements

in hygiene standards of housing and the revolut ion in

food product ion improved, even doubied, l i fe expectancy.

There are few countr ies in the world that have more

phvs ic ians  per  popu la t ion  than Aust r ia .  There  is  rough ly



one prac t ic ing  phys ic ian  per  500 Aust r ians ,  so  we cannor
speak o f  a  shor tage o f  doc tors .  ye t  there  are  reg ions  in
Aust r ia ,  most ly  ru ra l  ones  fa r  f rom towns or  c i t ies ,  tha t
have fa r  too  few doc tors .

- Q n r r  r n o  . Forum,  Arbe i tsgemeinschaf t  Lànd l icher  Raum,
M a r c h  1 9 7 6 ,  p .  9 .

Di f f e rences  i n  t he  reg iona l

no t ,  howeve r ,  co r re la te  w i t h

a  d o c t o r .  I n  f a c t ,  i n q u i r i e s

commun i t i es  consu l t  a  doc to r

V i e n n a .

d is t r ibu t ion  o f  the  doc tors  d .o
the number of t imes people see
show tha t  peop le  t i v ing  in  smal l
as  o f ten  as  peop le  l i v ing  in

Number  o f  phys ic ians  by  s ize  o f community

Size  o f  commun icy
Number of people

per  genera l
p rac t i t ioner

Number of peopJ_e
p e r  s p e c i a l i s t

u p  t o  2 , 0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s

u p  t o  5 , 0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s

Average fo r  Aus t r ia

2  , 4 2 6

2  , 0 3 0

1 , 1 5 0

2 5 , 3 4 8

1 0 , 5 7 0

l  r J b u

Percen tage
year when

of  popuJ-at ion having
i n  p a i n  ( S e p t .  1 9 7 2  -

consulted, a doctor dur inq the
A u g .  1  9 7 3 )

Size of comrnunitv Percentage v is i t ing
a general  pract i t ioner

Percentage v is i t ing
a  s p e c i a l i s t

w to 21000 jnhabitarrts

2 , 0 0 0  -  2 0 , 0 0 0
fuhabitants

Vienna

Average for Austria

never

5 2 s

4 8  E

4 5 2

4 9 8

once

1 1  C

t t  È

9 B

1 1  t

twice

1 0  I

1 0  s

8 ?

9 8

3 - 5
t imes

1 4  t

t )  t

1 4  t

1 4  B

8 0 8

7 3  r

5 9 ?

t 0  z

once

B ?

1 1  ?

i 0  z

1 0  I

twice

4 Z

5 3

l > o

5 8

3 - 5
t imes

3 3

5 ?

9 ?

b É

source :  "Gesundhe i tsda ten  aus  dem Mikrozensus" ,  Be i t ràge zur
ós ter re ich ischen Sta t is t i k  ,  Hef t  22 .



The  i n te rna t i ona l - I y  h iqh  numbers  o f  p rac t i c Íng  ohys i c i ans ,  o f

m e d i c a l  s t a f f s ,  o f  h o s p i t a l  b e d s  a v a i l - a b l - e  a n d  o f  h o s p i t a l s  i n

gene ra l  have  no t  resu l t ed  i n  f ow  mor ta f i t y  ra tes  i n  Aus t r i a .

And  the  t rend?  The  hosp i t a l  wh i ch

w i l l  be  t he  l a rges t  bu i l - d i ng  bu i l t

T h e  h o s p i t a l  w i l l  h a v e  b e d s  f o r  2 ,

a d d i t i o n a l  6 , 0 0 0  p a t i e n t s  d a i l y  a s

i s  unde r  cons t ruc t i on  i n  V ienna

in  Aus t r i a  du r i ng  t h i s  cen tu ry .

000  pa t i en t s  and  w i l l  t r ea t  an

o u t - p a t i e n t s .  +

5 .  L i f e  e x p e c t a n c y  -  l o s s  o f  l i f e :

r ì  T h € - h +  m n r l - a l i l - r za  t  l l l  !  q l l  L  r r r v !  u q r  r  L ]

Whi Ie  t he  i n fan t  mor ta l i t y

f h o  f i d r r r è q : r o  q l - i l l  h i n h

ra te  has  been  dec reased

€ n r  I ' r r  r n n a

r r a r  r  
' ! . r r r  

r r a l  r
- 1  v q !  ,

S o u r c e :  S t a t i s t i s c h e s  H a n d b u c h  f ú r  d i e  R e p u b l i k  ó s t e r r e i c h ,  L 9 7 8 .

+ )  " D i e  S e i t e  d e s  B ù r g e r m e i s t e r s " ,  B e z i r k s j o u r n a f  H i e t z i n g ,  N o .  5 ,  I 9 7 9 .

In fan t  mor ta l - i t v  in  Aus t r ia

Year

Number of those who
r i  i  o d  d r r r ì  n a  f  I g

f i  r s t '  2 8  d a v s

n ó r  I  l l f  I  l 1 \ 7 a
l - - .

Number who d ied f rom
the second through the
tv ie l f t h  mon th  o f  l i f e

b i r t hs  pe r  yea r

r937

1 9 6 0
r 9 6 8
1 9  6 9
r 9 7 0
T97 I
L97 2
r 9 l  3
r97  4
L91 5
r97 6
197 7

ì o

r q
r q
1 0

1 . 8
r . 7
r . .  6
r . 3
L . 2

r_. 3
(\ 'l

n 1

^ ?

^ 1

u . o
0 . 6
0 . 5

n q



b)  Loss  o f  l i fe  due to  v io lence

Vlhere  is  l i fe  more  dangerous? In  the  cap i ta l  V ienna or
in  the  count rys ide? Cross ing  a  s t ree t ,  f .o r  example ,  j_s

less  dangerous  in  v ienna than in  smal re r  communi t ies ,  wh ich
of ten  have much th rough- t ra f f i c .  s imr l -a r  conc l -us ions  can be
drawn f rom s ta t i s t i cs  on  loss  o f  l i fe  by  v io len t  car - rses .
Here  most  deaths  occur  in  the  age group o i  ch i lCren  Less
than one year  and l i v ing  in  com:r ,un i t ies  w i th  f rom 20,000
t o  7 0 , 0 0 0  i n h a b r t a n t s "  f n  t h e  o L d , e r  a g e  g r o u p s  t h e r e  a r e
more deaths in the smal ler conìmunit ies "

P r n r r  i  n  c o

Prov ince

V ienna

Car in th ia

S l -  r z r i  a

o f

o f

Ave rage  fo r  Aus t r i  a

Ano the r  cause  o f  v i o l en t  dea th  i s  su i c i de .  The  age  g roups

in  wh i ch  the  su i - c i de  ra tes  o f  women  a re  h ighes t  i n  v i enna

a re  f rom 25  to  45  yea rs  and  above  75  yea rs  o f  age .  Fo r

above  75  yea rs  o f  age ,  t he  ra te  i n  sma l l  commun i t i es  i s

rough l y  a  t h i r d  t he  ra te  i . n  v i enna ,  show ing  tha t  whe re  house -

h o l d s  a r e  s t i l l -  l a r g e r ,  t h e  e l d e r l y  a r e  l e s s  i s o l a t e d .

T h ^ . i  ^ ^ ^  ^ €  € ^ !  ^  lr r r u ! 9 É ù  v !  t é L a a

1 1 4 4 q  -  1 0 ? ? \
\  |  t v r  |  )  1 J  I

t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s t o  v i o l e n c eand loss
(Aust r ia

Fatal traffrc accidenÈs

Men Women

1 2 3  1 1 0

1 2 4  1 2 2

5 8  9 2

1 C 0  1 0 0

Deatls due to violence

Men Wornen

1 2 3  1 0 4

1  ' 1 5  1 0 6

6 7  9 3

1 0 0  1 0 0

s o u r c e :  B e i t r à g e  z u r  ó s t e r r e i c h i s c h e n  s t a t i s t i k ,  H e f t  4 0 4



9 a t a i  a c c i d e n t s

total  number

Q r r  i  n  i  r l a

Number
p e r  1  0 0

o f  f a t a l  a c c i d e n t s  a n o  s u i c
n n O  i n l r a h i f r n t -,  v v v  - * - . . - s  p e r  Y e e r

i de

o f  t hese
f r l - r l  { .  r r l î f  i  c

acc i -den ts
homic ide

1 937 3 6

7 8

I J

6 B

3 8

2 3

z 1

a ^

2 4

1 9 6 0

1 9 7  0

1 9 7  5

t Y  r  I

2 3

J U

z )

1

1

2

(976J1

2

5

5

7

S o u r c e :  S t a t j - s t i s c h e s  H a n C b u c h  f ù r  d i e  R e p u b l i k  Ò s t e r r e i c h ,  1 9 7 8 .

Fa ta l  acc iden t  s ta t - i s t i cs  Co  no t  show c lea r : l y  t he  ve ry  un favo rab le

s i t ua t i on  ex i s t i ng  i n  Aus t r i a .  To ta l -  f a ta l  acc iden ts  have  ave raged

7 6  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n  t h e  y e a r s  f r o m  1 9 7 0 - 1 9 7 1  ( t h e  h i g h e s t  f i g u r e  w a s

8 3  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 9 7 1 )  ,  a  v c r y  h : g h  f i g u r : e  a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  a l - s o

shows .  The  t rend  i n  t he  number  o f  ho rn i c i de  cases  shows  an  i nc rease

i f  seen  ove r  a  l onge r  pe r i od  o f  t ime .  The  number  o f  f a ta l  wo rk  and

t ra f f i c  acc iden ts  con t i nues  to  be  ve ry  h igh ,  t hough  a  l i t t l e  l ower

than  i n  p rev ious  yea rs .

of "hese ;:oisonilg,
+ r r f € i ^  € - l 1 ^  f i r aU q ! . L M q M t  ! ! ! 9 ,

a.ccidents drollt'riffr

accidents
. rcnucrde

occurrlng
- . - t ^ l - .  i *
r r r o u y  ! r

i nrìr rqf nr

3 23 3

3 0

S o u r c e :

9

S o c i a I  I n d i c a t o r s  1 9 7 6 ,
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C .  ,  D e c .

U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,
1 9 7 i ,  p .  2 5 4 .

Dea ths  due  to  unexpec ted  even ts ,  by  t ype  o f  even t ,  i n  t he
e a r l y  1  9 7 0  s
r T h a  { - n { -  : r  € i a ' r ; s  f o r  A u s t r i a  i s  t h e  h i q h e s t  o f  t h e

1  7  i n d u s t r i a l  c o u n t r i e s  t i s t e d )

Dea t l i s  due  to  unexpec ted  even ts
p e r  1  0 0 , 0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t sCountry

Austria

Lhited
States

Deaths clue to
all causes

1 , 3 3 9  |  1 6

9 3 2  |  6 6



c)  L i fe  expec tancy

The trend in l i fe expectancy - that is,  in the average number
o f  years  o f  l i fe  remain ing  under  p reva i l ing  mor ta l i t y  cond i t ions
to  persons  o f  a  spec i f ied  age and popu la t ion  group -  i s  charac-
te r ized  by  th ree  main  fea tures  in  Aus t r ia .  p i rs t ,  the  ga ins  in
average l i fe expectancy that occurred up to and through the
1950 s  v /e re  more  rap id  than ga ins  s ince .  second,  the  gap be tween
male  and female  l i fe  expec tancy  cont inues  to  w iden.  Th i rd ,  the
mal -e  l i fe  expec tancy  o f  20 ,  40  or  60  year -o lds  has  s topped
r is ing  and in  some cases  has  fa r ren  dur ing  the  las t  twenty  years .

Source :  Lebenserwar tung in  ós ter re ich ,  ós te r re ich isches
Bundes ins t i tu t  fú r  Gesundhe i tswesen,  V ienna,
J u n e  1 9 7 6 ,  p .  7  .

carcu la t ions  made to  show the  ga in  in  l i fe  expec ta t ion
at  b i r th  ( in  years )  tha t  wourd  resur t  in  Aus t r ia ,  i f  spec i f ied
causes  o f  death  were  e l im ina ted  show resu l ts  s im i ra r  to  those
o b t a i n e d  i n  t h e  u n i t e d  s t a t e s + ) .  T h u s  e x c l u s i o n  o f  d i s e a s e s  o f
the  hear t  as  a  cause o f  death  wourd  lead to  an  inc rease in  l i fe

+ ) Lebenserwartung in
S o c i a l  f n d i c a t o r s

ó s t e r r e i c h ,  o p . c i t .  a n d
1 9 7 6 ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 9 7 .

L i f e  e x p e c t a n c y  a t  b i r t h ,  b y  s e x  l B 7 0  -  1 9 7 0  s

Year

1 8 7 0 / 8 0

1 9 0 1  / 0 5
1 9 3 0 / 3 3

1 9 4 9 / 5 1

1 9 5 9 / 6 1

1 9 6 9 / 7 1

1 9 7  7

Average l i fe expectancy
Men Women

3 1 . 0  3 3 . 8

3 9 . 1  4 1  . 1

5 4 . 5  5 8 . 5

6 1 . 9  6 ' 7 . 0

6 5 . 6  7 2 . 0

6 6 . 4  7 3 . 5

6 8 . 5  7 5 . 6

Years that women l ive
longer than men

2 . 8
, n

4 . 0

5 . 1

6 . 4
'7 '1

7 . 1

I O



expectancy  o f  5  years  fo r  men,  3  years  fo r  women (6  years

o n  t h e  a v e r a g e  i n  t h e  U . S . ) ,  e x c l u s i o n  o f  m a l i g n a n t  n e o p l a s m

would  lengthen men and women 's  l i fe  by  4  years  (2 .5  in

t h e  U . S . ) .  I f  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  f a t a l  a c c i d e n t s ,  t h i s  w o u l d

add 3  years  to  men 's  l i fe  and 1  year  to  women 's  l i fe  span

( b o t h  s e x e s ,  1 . 8  y e a r s  i n  t h e  U . S . ) .

Hea l th  and  hea l t h  i nsu rance :

Asked in  the  fa l l  o f  1  978 whether  the i r  hea l th  had improved

dur ing  the  las t  f i ve  years ,  Aus t r ians  answered "no" , .  i t  had

at  bes t  remained as  be fore .

Th is  i s  no t  a  very  pos i t i ve  answer ,  cons ider ing  tha t  near ly

the  who le  Aus t r ian  popu la t ion  en joys  heaf th  insurance,

mean ing  tha t  a l l  med ica l  and denta l  care  as  we lL  as  hosp i ta l

t reatment is f ree. The sums that the individual pays -  for

e x a m p l e  1 5  A u s t r i a n  S c h i l l i n g s  ( $  1 . 1 5 )  p e r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  -  a r e

minimal compared to the many thousands paid by the social-

insurance svs tem fo r  hosp i ta l  o r  rehab i - I i ta t ion  t rea tments .

Percentage o f  Aus t r i an  popu la t i on covered by hea l th  insurance

t v b  I

1 9 1 0

1 9 7  4

1 9 7 7 '

7 8  Z

9 2 ?

9 6  e o

9 9 2

S o u r c e : Ind ika toren
Be i t ràge zur
n  ? ?

zu r  Gese l l scha f t l i chen  En tw ick lung ,
Ós te r re i ch i schen  S ta t i s t i k ,  He Î : '  428 ,

I I



ASSESSMENT OF OWN HEALTH STATUS

Has  you r  hea l t h  i r np roved ,  wo rsened  o r  rema ined  the  sa rne  du r j nc  i - he
l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ?

R e s u l - t s  o f  a n  i n q u i r y  t h r o u g h o u t  A u s t r i a  i n  t h e  f a l l -  o f  1 9 7 g

^Ó, improved

V worsened

Men

Women

I O I 9  y e a r s

2 0 - 2 9

3 0  -  4 9

5 0 - 6 9

years

years

COM}IUNITTES

Up to  5000 inhab i tan ts

5 0 0 1 - 1 0 0 0 0  i n h a b i _ t a n t s

I 0 0 0 1 - 5 C 0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s

5 0 0 0 1  o r  m o r e  i n h a b i t a n t s
but  exc lud ing  V ienna

Vienna

Aust r ia I
I l _ l

4c 60
Percent

I 2



7.  SgPI I I I v :

Inc reas ing  soc ia l  and geograph ic  mob i l i t y  a re  bo th  cause

and consequence o f  the  modern  smal - l  famiJ ,y  un i t .  Bo th  k inds

of  mob i l i t y  undoubted ly  benef i t  the  la rge  numbers  o f

people making their  v/ay upwards in society, .  but with the

des t ruc t ion  o f  the  o Id  la rge  famiJ -y  un i t  they  inc rease

insecur i ty  ( the  "sa fe ty  ne t "  o f  the  la rge  fa rn i l y  i s

d isappear ing)  ,  push the  ag ing  in to  lone l iness ,  o ld -age

homes,  acce le ra te  the  a tomiza t ion  o f  the  urban popu la t ion .

Conurbat ion :

Mechan iza t i on  i n  ag r i cu l t u re  t oge the r  w i t h  t he  need  fo r

worke rs  t o  run  modern  i ndus t r y  a re  t he  p r ime  causes  o f  t he

g row th  o f  ou r  c i t i es , .  Ou r  mega lopo l - i ses  a re  cen te rs  o f  g l o r y

and  wea l th ,  cen te rs  o f  unegua led  cu l - t u re ,  bu t  f o r  some  -

u n f o r t u n a t e l y  -  s t i l l  m i s e r y .  I n  t h e  f o r t y  y e a r s  p a s t  m a n y

o f  ou r  c i t i es  have  g rown  l a rge r ,  and  so  have  the  p rob lems .

The re  i s  more  comfo r t  and  more  conges t i on ,  more  g row th  and

o t t i c k e r  d e c a w -  T h i  q ,  i  q  a  l ^ r r r - n r 6 f l g c t  O f  O u 1 .  u n n a r a l  l e l  e r l

economic  g row th .

Sa tu ra t i on  -  ove rsa tu ra t i - on :

I n  Aus t r i a  we ' re  s t i l I  f a r  f r om sa tu ra t i on  o r  ove rsa tu ra t i on

(ove rdeve lopmen t )  i n  many  sphe res .  I n  educa t i on ,  hea l t h  and

hous ing ,  t r anspo r t  and  techno fogy  cou ld  be  used  to  e l im ina te

pove r t y  and  m ise ry  t o  heJ -p  sa t i s f y  consumer  demands  ( t hough

n o t  t h o s e  a r t i f i c i a l l y  i n s t i l l e d ) ,  t o  i m p r o v e  w o r k i n g

cond i t i ons  by  a l l ev ia t i ng  heavy  work  and  by  do ing  away  w i th

much monotonous work.

I t  w i l l  t ake  t ime  un t i l -  t hese  demands  v r i l l  be  f u l f i l l ed .

And  by  t hen  new requ i remen ts  and  new needs  w i l l  have  a r i sen .

They  w i l l  no t  necessa r i l y  be  ma te r i a l  demands  bu t  t he i r

p re requ i s i t e  w i l l -  be  t ha t  t he  bas j - c  and  des i red  ma te r j - a1

needs  o f  L i f e  w i l l  have  been  me t .  I f  t he re  wou ld  be  no  new

I 3

i

I
I
I



demands this would mean a halt  in human development -  something

we wou ld  no t  want .  Yet  no t  a l l  techno logy  is  app l ied  fo r

the  good o f  mank ind .  Modern  techno logy  can be  used to

improve our  qua l i t y  o f  l í fe  and i t  can  be  so  used tha t

i t s  app l i ca t ion  can do  more  harm than good.

1 0 .  Egg! t l l ze lg '

Modern  agr icu l tu re ,  a ided by  phosphates ,  herb ic ides  and

insec t ic ides  has  inc reased per -acre  ou tpu t  to  the  po in t

where we f ind that food suppl ies have begun to poison man

(and h is  ca t t fe ) .  The secre t  o f  our  la tes t  advance in  food

produc t ion  -  "b io log ica l  food produc t ion"  -  i s  based on  no t

us ing  ar t i f i c ia l  a ids  to  g rowth ,  and avo idance o f  k i t l i ng

o f f  p e s t s  a n d  w e e d s .

1 '1 .  lprgvs'

I n s e c t i c i d e s ,  p e s t i c i d e s ,  w e e d  k i l l e r s ,  a l I  t h e  h y g i e n i c  a n d

scent  sprays  we have accus tomed ourse lves  to  d i rec t  a t  our

sur faces ,  o r i f i ces  and env i ronments  a re  ac t iva ted  and

prope l led  by  cer ta in  innocuous gases /  o r  so  we thought .

Now the  a la rm has  gone ou t :  the  aggregate  vapors  r i s ing

in to  the  a i r  f rom a l -L  these sprays  are ,  in  fac t ,  a  dead ly

danger to a protect ive layer surrounding the earth which

is  needed to  f i l te r  rad ia t ion  dangerous  to  human and an imal

q9! -crrgEQ!! e -99trbeg!rgl-c!s i!9E r- !eg!erv-9!rs!9vg

al l  seem engaged in a record breaking competi t ion to darken

the  sk ies ,  to  po ison the  a i r ,  to  change our  c l imate  to  the

po in t  where  one sor t  o r  another  o f  un iversa l -  c l imat ic  o r

rad ia t j -on  ca tas t rophe may soon upset  the  de l i ca te  ba lance

of  our  b iosphere  and f in ish  us  o f f  r  o r lè  way or  another

And our  minds  are  be inq  po isoned bv  mal in fo rmat ion .

t z

I 4



t J . In fo rmat ion :

a)  Books

The growth of

cha rac te r  bo th

wh i l e  t he  l as t

l i b ra r i es  and

the paperback

lags  woe fu l l y

r o a d  n o r  h o a À

book pub l ish ing  has  reached exp los ive

in  t i t les  and in  d is t r ibu t ion  f igures , '

century saw the gro\^rth of c irculat ing

pub l ic  l ib ra r ies ,  our  century  b rought  us

and mass membersh ip  bookc lubs .  Yet  Aus t r ia

beh ind  i t s  ne ighbor  count r ies  in  books

(or  ra ther  books  read per  head per  annum) .

Accord ing  to  an  inqu i ry  car r ied  th rough in  the  fa l - I  o f  1978,

57  Z  o f  a l l  Aus t r ians  had no t  read a  book  in  the  preced ing

month .

On the  pub l i sh ing  s ide  th i s  i s  a  backwa te r  t oo , '  mos t

promis ing Austr ian young authors (and thei r  number is

g ra t i f y i ng l y  and  d i sp ropo r t i ona te f y  h igh )  a re  d rawn  o f f  -

o r  em ig ra te  vo lun ta r i l y  t o  German  pub l i sh ing  houses  who

can  and  do  o f f e r  J -a rge r  ed i t i ons  and  w ide r  pub l i c i t y  t han

mos t  (no t  a l I )  Aus t r i an  pub l i she rs .  Among  the  d i sadvan tages

o f  t he  exp lod ing  number  o f  t i t l es  i s  t he  d i f f i cu l t y  i n

wor thwh i l e  books  be ing  no t i ced  a t  a1 l  among  the  f l ood  o f

t i t l es  chu rned  ou t .  The  re ta i l  bookse l l e r  i s  f o r ced  to

subo rd ina te  h i s  se l -ec t i ve  t as tes  t o  t he  marke t i ng  s t ra tegy

o f  t he  pub l i she r  -  who  i n  t u rn  i s  d r i ven  to  such  by

compe t i t i - on  -  and  the  i ns t i t u t i on  o f  t he  " so r t imen tbuch -

hand lung" ,  ( t he  who lesa le r , / agen t  spec ia l i z i ng  i n  s tock ing

t i t l e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  l a t e s t  ' b e s t s e l l e r s ' )  i s  d y i n g  o u t .

b )  T h e  p r e s s

A u s t r i a  h a s  3 5  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r s ( o n e  n e w s p a p e r  p e r  2 0 0 , 0 0 0

inhab i t an t s ) ,  6  o f  t hem in  V ienna .

Un ive rsa l  educa t i on  was  though t  o f  as  one  o f  t he  g rea t

l i be ra t i ng  f o r ces  -  a  t r ue  panacea  agaJ -ns t  i qno rance  and ,

hence ,  d i sc r im ina t i on .  T rue '  un i ve rsa l  I i t e racy  l ed  t o

r 5



the  advent  o f  the  mass  c i rcu la t ion  nev /spapers .  These are

increas ing ly  concent ra ted  in  the  hands o f  cap i ta l i s ts

(economic  in  some par ts  o f  the  wor ld ,  po l i t i ca l  in  o thers :

for reasons and in ways that are amply analysed and interpreted)

News is sl-anted this way or that,  comment and interpretat ion

are  inex t r i cab ly  bound up  w i th  what  purpor ts  to  be  ,s t ra igh t '

in fo rmat ion  and serve  to  be fudd le  ra ther  than to  in fo rm.

Austr j -a had a vigorous and variegated press in the inter-war

years  (par t  o f  i t  f lour ish ing  in  the  underground a f te r  1  934)

and aga in  s ince  1945 (and more  so  a f te r  1  955 when the  Sta te

Treaty restored. ful1 independence) but of  late the newspaper

scene has been much impoverished - though some new periodicals

have t r ied  to  s tep  in  where  da i l ies  have gone.  The reasons  fo r

t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  a  v i g o r o u s  a n d  d i v e r s e  p r e s s  a r e ,  i n t .  a I . ,

technol-ogical  and economic. The main threat comes from the

overwhel-ming competi t ion of the audiovisual media which is

no t  based on  the  l -a t te r ' s  super io r  speed in  news presenta t ion

a l o n e .

Radio and TV

The Austr ian State broadcast ing monopoly is charged by law

wi th  main ta in ing  a  we l l  ba lanced var ie ty  o f  p rograms both  in

the  cu l tu ra l  f ie ld  and in  po l i t i cs .  How success fu l l y  i t  ach ieves

such ba lance under  cond i t ions  o f  monopo ly  may be  argued, .  i t  i s

beyond ques t ion  tha t  i t  i s  a  cos t ly  bus iness  fo r  the  consumer  -

in  fac t ,  fo r  the  taxpayer .  Yet  -  an  Aus t r ian  monopo ly  be ing

a min l -monopo ly  -  i t  i s  fo rced fo r  economic  reasons  to  take

over  a  good.  dea l  o f  i t s  sub jec t  mat te r  -  tapes ,  f i lms ,  who le

programs -  f rom la rger ,  most ly  German producers /d is t r ibu tors .

And i t  takes  the  good w i th  the  bad.  There  may be  less  v io lence

shown (and heard)  on  our  b roadcas t ing  med ia  than in  some o ther

count r ies .  Some outs tand ing  produc t ions  may be  seen and heard .

Others ,  among them some o f  the  ones  a imed a t  smal l  ch i ld ren  a t

the i r  most  impress ionab le  age,  fa i l  l -amentab ly  in  the i r  good
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i n ten t i ons .  Many  m issed  oppo r tun i t i es  i n  t he  educa t j - ona l  f i e l d

a re  t o  be  dep lo red .

R

r 4 .

E m p l o y m e n t p o l i c y

R r r  a n  l  I  a c l -  i  r r a  a- * .  -  * g r e e m e n t

h o u r s ,  i n  t h r e e  s t a g e s

hours  o f  work  were  reduced f rom 45 to  40

o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  u p  t o  1 9 7 5 .

The level  of  emplovment

Aus t r i a  i s  t he  on l y  i ndus t r i a l i zed  cap i t a l i s t  coun t r y  i n  t he  wo r ld

which had v i r tual ly  no unemployment  dur ing the economic turmoi l

o f  t he  f as t  decade  and  wh ich  has  v i r t ua l l y  no  unemp loymen t  t oday .

The  tab fe  on  the  nex t  page  documen ts  t h i s .  I n  f ac t ,  nea r l y

1 r 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  h a v e  f o u n d  e m o l o y m e n t  e v e r y  w e e k  s i n c e  t h e  y e a r  1 9 7 0

1 5 .  H o u r s  o f  w o r k

Average hor:rs viorked ;:er nonth by wage earîers irr industn/ 1961 - 1911

1  9 6 1
t a o z

t v b J

1 9 6  4
1 9 6 5

1 9 6 6
t Y o  I

1  9 6 8
t ,  o v
1 9 7  0

1 9 7  1
1 9 7  2
1 9 7  3
1 9 7  4
1 9 7  5

1 9 7  6
1 9 7  7

I U

6 8

1 6 8
1 6 8

1 6 8
I  o o

t b /

t b /

162 - reduction of stardard ltorkirg vieek frcm 45 to 43 hours

t o l

157 - reduction Lo 42 hours

I  l o

147 - reduction to 40 hours

1 4 9
1 4 7
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- t o Wcgeg
o n  f  h e  u r a d e  f  r n n f  t h e  e m n h a s i  s  h a s  b e e n  o n  3 p t  i  - r ' r z c ì  i  n :  ì  \ . r ^ . r e

se t t l emen ts .

The  t rade  un i -ons  have  succeeded  i n

t h e  c l a i m  t o  a  l 3 t h  a n d  1 4 t h  m o n t h '

( h o l i d a y  p a y  a n d  C h r i s t m a s  b o n u s ) .

( n r r r n a . Wir tschaf ts -  und
Òster re  i ch i -scher

i n c r o : c i n n  f r ì n a a  h a n o f i l - q  a n À

q  r ^ r z d o  ì  q  n o n o r a  l  l  r z  a c a e n J .  o À

S o z i a l - S t a t i s t i s c h e s  T a s c h e n b u c h  1 9 7  I '
Arbei terkammertaq .

1 7 .  S t r i k e s

Str ikes

a  l e s s

present

1 9 .

s e l d o m  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  A u s t r i a ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  p e r c e i v e d  a s

des i rab le  way  o f  ob ta in ing  v \ i age  i nc reases  than  i s  t he

sys tem o f  nego t i a t i on .

Average monthly income per employed+)

Gross nonthly
incqre irr
Austrian
Schillings

2 , 5 8 6
)  9 . 1 7
e t v t u

3 , 0 4 1
3 , 3 1 8
a  a l  A
J l O  l 9

3 , 9 6 4
4  t 3 4 5
4  , 6 3 8
4 , g g B

5  r  3 8 7
6 , 0 5 0
o ,  /  l u

7 , 6 8 3
8 , 7 1 1

9  , 8 1 4
1 0  , 7  2 0
1  1  , 5 9 0

V o : r ' l r z  i n a r o : q o rn  g ross  lncome

t v b  I

1  9 6 2
1 9  6 3
t v b 4

1 9  6 5
t v b b

1 9  6 7
1 9 6 8
1 9  6 9

1 9 7  0
t Y  I  I

1 9 7  2
1 9 7  3
t Y  t 4

I Y I J

I t  t o

1 9 7  7

+ )

in current prices

+  1 0 . 1
. ^

+  9 . 1
- r Q o

+ O 1

r q A
t a -

+  7 . 8

L  1 1  ?

r -  1 1  n

- l -  t q . )

+  1 3 . 4

+  1 2 . 7
+  9 . 2

il constant prices

T

I

+
+

+
!

T

f

f

î
+
+
T

+
+
+

A A

4 . 7
5 . 9

t . u

? o

4 1 ,

3 . 6

4 . 6
b . u
4 . 0

4 . 4
1 1
' ì n

The "month ly "  income is  the  year ly  wage,  sa la ry  o r
compensat ion  pa id  to  a l l  work ing  peop le  ( the  employed,
apprent ices ,  members  o f  the  armed fo rces)  inc lud ing  a l l
supplementary payments and bonuses divided by tweÌve.
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f  8 .  P r i c e s

S o m e  d e q r e e  o f  i n f l a t i c n

a  h i c r h  e n r n l n r - m e n t  f  e v e l  .

i n f l a t i o n  "

i  s  Ì te l  i  eved i  nev i - t  ab  l .e

T h e  o r ; p ' q i i o n  i s  : - a + - h e r

in  an econcmy

t h e  r a t e  o f

w i - t h

Abou t  a  gua r te r  o f  t he  i t e rns  ( i nc rud . - i - ng  l : en t  i n  o l c1  hous ing

un i t s  and  ]oca ' ì  r aLes )  i - n  t he  shopp ing  baske t  use r l  f o r

ca l cu ia t i ng  t he  cons r lmer  p r i - ce  i n , f ex  ( rone  unde r  p r i ce  con t ro l

The rer -a i i  p r i ces  o f  most .  s tapre  foods t r : f f s  ( f rcur ,  b read. ,
m i l k ,  b u t t . e r '  s u g a r  a n c l  s o m e  k i n d s  o f  c h e e s e ) ,  J . i q u i d  f u e ] s ,
e l -ec t r i c i t y  and phar -maceut icars  a : :e  o f f i c ia l l y  con t ro ì ._ led . ,
as  a re  p roducer  p r ices  fc r  mÍ lk  and cerea l .s , .  the  la t te r  a re
subs i .d rzed under  the  agr icu l t -u ra i  marke t  regu] -a t ions .

Year l l z  i nc r :ease  i n  t t r e  consumer  p r i ce  i ndex  ( i n  ? )

t v b  I

1  9 6 2
t v b J

1 9 6  4

1 9 6 5
I  y o o

1  9 6 7
1 9 6 8
1 9 6 9

A A

j 1

? p

2 " 2

2 . 8
J .  i

1 9 7  0
1 9 7  1
1 9 7  2
1 9 1 3
1 9 7  4

1 9 7  5
1 9 7  6
1 9 7  i
1 9 7  B

A A

A 1

a A

3  " 6

ì q Economic  and  soc ia l begbgrgsl9
Aus t r i an  emp loy rnen t  po l i cy  i n  i t s  p resen t  f o rm  can  bes t  be  unde r . -

s tood  when  seen  aga ins t  i t s  h j - s to r i ca l -  backq round .  A f te r  t _he

Second  Wor ld  War  t he  Aus t r i an  economy  was  Ia rqe l y  des t royed  and

the  GDP (g ross  domes t i c  p ro r l uc t )  was  on l v  abou t  a  t - h i r c i  o f  i t s

p re - \ ^ ra r  l eve l  ( t he  j . 938  l - eve l -  was  on l y  reached  aqa i . n  i n  1949 )  .

When  the  war t ime  $ /ages  and  p r i ces  f r eeze  v ras  re laxed ,  an

in f l a t i ona ry  sp i ra l  s ta r ted  and  ga the red  speed .

2 L .



( a )  F a c e d  w i t h  t h i s  d i f f i c u f t  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  t w o  m a j o r  p a r t i e s ,  o f

a l m o s t  e q u a l  s t r e n g t h ,  d e c i d e d  t o  b u r y  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  i d e o l o g i c a l

d i f f e rences  fo r  t he  t j -me  be ing  and  to  t ack l -e  t he  t ask  o f

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i o i n t l - v .

F r o m  1 9 4 5  t o  1 9 6 6  A u s t r i a  w a s  g o v e r n e d  b y  a  " G r a n d  C o a l - i t i o n "  c o m p o s e d

o f  t h e s e  t w o  l a r g e  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  S P ó  ( S o c i a l i s t s )  a n d  ó V p  ( p e o p l e s '

e a r t y ) .  T h e  l i n k s  o f  t h i s  c o a l - i t i o n  w e r e  f i r s t  f o r g e d  b e h i n d  t h e

b a r b e d  w i r e s  o f  H i t l e r ' s  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p s .  T h a t  c o a l i t i o n  b e g a n

t o  o p e r a t e  i n  a n  A u s t r j - a  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  z o n e s  ( f r o m  1 9 4 5  t o  1 9 5 5 )

h r z  { - h o  r l i  n # n r i  n r r q  A  I  
' l  

i  o c  : n À  1 1 n 1 l p . 1 .  t h p  q t i n p r V i s i O n  O f  t h e S gf  v s r  r r f  r r v r ,  L l r s  J u v s r

occupy ing  po \ ^ /e rs  -  t he  B r i t i sh ,  F rench ,  t he  Sov ie t s  and  the  'Am is ' .

No  gove rnmen t  s i nce  1957  has  da red  to  d i savow a  dec i s i _on  o f  t h i s

i o i n t  d e e j s i o n - m a k ' i  n c :  n o i l - h a r  t h e  ò V P - S p ó  C O ^ l  i f  j o n  c r Ò \ / e r n m e n t S
v v v s ! l r l

( u n t i l -  1 9 6 6 ) ,  n o r  t h e  ó V P - G o v e r n m e n t  ( 1 9 6 6 - f 9 7 0 ) ,  n o r  t h e  S p ó -

G o v e r n m e n t  ( s i n c e  1 " 9 7 0  a n d  r e - e l e c t e d  t h i s  y e a r ,  I 9 1 9 )  .

( b )  An  impor tan t  f ea tu re  o f  t he  Aus t r i an  economy  i s

pg!_Lig_!Cg!_gl. About 30? of all persons j-n dependent

t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e

employment

work  i n  t he  pub l i c  sec to r ,  wh i ch  con t r i bu tes  abou t  202  to  t he  GDp .

( c )  Aus t r i a  has  one  un j - f i ed  t r ade  un ion .  Two- th i rds  o f  a l - l  emp l -oved

Aus t r i ans  a re  members  o f  t he  T rade  Un ion  Fed .e ra t i on .

20 -  !b9-499l t te l - Iessgt

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  s y s t e m  o f  t r i p a r t i t e  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  d i s c u s s i o n

and ,  i n  a  way ,  d .ec j - s i on -mak ing  has  gone  a  l ong  way  i n  Aus t r i a .  The

Aus t r i an  expe r i ence  shows  tha t  i t  i s  poss ib le  f c r  emp loyed  and

emp loye rs  t o  ag ree  on  a  b road  f ramework  o f  soc io -economic  po l i c i es

wh ich  j - n  t u rn  a re  sub jec t  t o  d i scuss ion  w i th  gove rnmen t ,  so  t ha t  a

consensus  emerqes  wh ich  rece i ves  suppo r t  a t  l _eas t  i n  i t s  ma in

o u t l - i n e s .

B u t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s u c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  d o e s  n o t  i n  i t s e l f  e x p l a i n

the i r  su rv i va l .  And  they  have  l as ted  l onge r  i n  Aus t r i a  t han  e l se -

w h e r e .
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And  wh i l e  t he  pos i t i on  o f  Aus t r j - a  po l i t i ca l l y  has  con t r i bu ted  to

an  a t t j - t ude  o f  coope ra t i on ,  t r : anqu i l i t y  and  ag reemen t  by  consensus ,

the  l esson  wh ich  can  be  l ea rned  i s  t ha t  t r i pa r t i t e  ba rga in ing  o f f e r s

p rospec ts  f o r  t he  a t t a i nmen t  o f  some  o f  t he  ob - j ec t i ves  o f  t he

work i -ng  peop le .

The  pa r t i cu la r  f o rms ,  mach ine ry  and  admin i s t ra t i ve  a r rangemen ts ,

a re  o f  l ess  impor tance  than  the  des i re  t o  ach ieve  ce r ta in  b road

n o l i r : v  o o a l s  i n  a n  u n s t a b l e  w o r l d .

l
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Forum,  A rbe i t sgeme inscha f t  Lànd l i che r  Ra t rm ,  V ienna ,  March  1976 ,
\T^ ')

Gesundhe j - t sda ten  aus  dem M i_k rozensus ,  No .  422 ,  Be i t r àge  z r r r
ó s t e r r e i c h i s c h e n  s t a t i s t i k ,  Ò s t e r r e i c h i s c h e s  s t a t i - s t - i s c h e s
Zen t ra l -amt ,  Sep tember  1973 .

rnd i ka to ren  zu r  Gese l - l scha f t r i chen  En tw ick rung ,  No .  428 ,  Be i t r i i ge
z u r  Ó s t e r r e i c h i , s c h e n  s t a È i s t j k ,  Ò s t e r r e i c h i s c h e s  s t a t i s t i s c h e s
Z e n t r a l a m t ,  V i e n n a  1 9 7 6 .

P ro f  .  D r .  An ton  Kause l ,  Be r . r r t e i l ung  de r  nachha l t i gen  Wet tbewerbs -
s tà rke  de r  ós te r re i ch i schen  Wi r t scha f t  au f  G r r :nd  mak roókonomische r
Ta tbes tànde ,  t / i enna '1  979  ( rn i l neog raphed  manusc r i p t )  .

Ku rz -  und  M i t t e f f r i s t i ge  F ragen  de r  Zah lungsen tw i - ck rung ,  Be i ra t
f t i r  V í i r t s c h a f t s -  u n d  S o z i a l f r a g e n ,  V i e n n a  1 9 7 8 .

Lebense rwar tung  j - n  os te r re i ch ,  ós te r re i ch i sches  Bundes ins t i t u t
f ù r  G e s u n d h e i t s w e s e n ,  V i e n n a ,  J u n e  1 9 7 6 .

P r i ces  and  Incomes  Po l i cy .  The  Aus t r i an  expe r i ence .  Bv
Hannes  suppanz  and  Derek  Rob inson ,  o rgan i sa t i on  f o r  Econo rn i c
C o - o p e r a t i o n  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  p a r i s ,  1 9 7 2 "

Req iona le  un te rsch iede  i n  de r  s te rb l i chke i t  i n  ós te r re - i ch
1 9 6 9  -  1 9 1 3 ,  B e i t r à g e  z r . r r  Ò s t - e r r e i c h i s c h e n  S t a t i s t i k ,  Ò s t e r -
r e i c l r i s c h e s  S t a t ì  s t i s c h e s  Z e n t r a l a m t ,  S e p t e m b e t  1 9 7 3 .

Soc  i a l  I nc l i  ca to : :  s  197  6  ,  U .  S  .  Depa r tmen t  o f  Cc lmmerce  ,
l { a s h i r r g t c n  D . C , ,  D e c e m b e r  1 9 7 1  .

s o z i a l - s t a t i s t i s c h e  D a t e n  1 9 7 7 ,  ó s t e r r e i c h j - s c h e s  s t a t i s t i s c h e s
Z e n t r a l a m t ,  V i e n n a  1 9 7 7  "

S ta t i . s t j . sches  Handbuch  fù r  d i . e  Repub l i k  os te r re i ch  19 jB
( a n d  e a r l i e r  y e a r s ,  y e a r l v  p i r b l i c a t i o n ) ,  Ò s t e r r e i c h i s c h e s
S t .a t i s t  j , s ches  Zen t . ra lamt ,  V ienna  1978  .

W i r t scha f t s -  und  Soz ia f s ta t i s t i sches  HandLruch  1  977  (and
ea r l i e r  yea rs ,  yea r l y  pub l - i ca t i on )  ,  Ka rn_ rne r  f ù r  A rbe i t e r  und
Anges teJ - l t e  f ù r  \ n l i en ,  V ienna  1978 .

w i r t s c h a f t s -  u n d  s o z i a l - s t a t i s t i s c h e s  T a s c h e n b u c h  ' l  9 7 8  ( a n d
ea r l  i e r  yea rs  r  yea r l y  pub l i ca t i on )  ,  ós te r re i ch i sche r
A rbe i t e r kammer tag ,  V ienna  1978 .

I ^1 ISO,  Da ten  zu r  w i rLscha f t l i chen  und  soz ia len  En tw ick lung ,
Ins t i t u t  f ù r  Soz - i a l - -  und  Wi r t scha f t s r , v i ssenscha f ten  de r
Kammer  f i . i r  A rbe i . t e r  und  Anges te l l t e  f ù r  Obe rós te r re i ch ,
L L n z ,  S o n d e r n u m m e r ,  F e b r u a r v  1 9 7 9 .


