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24 November 2016 
 
Mr Franco Ippolito, President 
Dr Gianni Tognoni, Secretary General 
Ms Simona Fraudatario, Coordination 
 
The Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal 
Fondazione Lelio e Lisli Basso 
Via della Dogana Vechia 5 
Rome  
Italy 
 
Dear Mr Ippolito, Dr Tognoni and Ms Fraudatario, 
 
We, the undersigned group of researchers, academics, and activists, in coalition with 
global Rohingya refugees, hereby request that the Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal (PPT) 
take up the urgent case of Myanmar’s Muslim Rohingya ethnic minority. We make 
this request in response to the well documented unfolding and escalating genocide in 
Rakhine state, Myanmar.  
 
We ask that the Tribunal examine the current crisis in the context of historical 
evidence of recurring patterns of persecution by the Myanmar state against the 
Rohingya, that have precipitated at least three waves of mass exodus since the 1970s. 
 
We make this request on the basis of compelling evidence of ongoing: widespread 
institutional discrimination; state sponsored hate crime; mass killings; mass sexual 
violence; wholesale destruction of communities and neighbourhoods; massive forced 
displacement; apartheid structures of segregation; targeted population control; state 
denial of Rohingya identity; forced labour; denial of access to livelihood, healthcare, 
freedom of movement, and food. Evidence of these genocidal violations, with blanket 
impunity, is to be found in the extensive and systematic research conducted by a 
range of academic and human rights organisations (Green, MacManus and de la Cour 
Venning, ISCI, 2015; Zarni and Cowley, 2014; Fortify Rights, 2015; Human Rights 
Watch, 2012, 2013; ASEAN, 2015). 
 
In October/November 2016, evidence of a new reign of terror and wholesale 
destruction of communities exercised by the Myanmar state against the Rohingya 
population has emerged. This month, we have received evidence of widespread 
killings, curfews, rape and arson in Northern Rakhine State (NRS), the worst affected 
area. All on-the-ground reports paint a picture of a terrified Rohingya community 
trapped in their homes, unable to access food, health services or livelihoods. NRS is 
an information ‘black hole,’ with travel to the region tightly restricted by the 
Myanmar authorities.  
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In spite of rare UN Security Council Meetings to discuss the violence against the 
Rohingya people, the international community has thus far failed to take any 
meaningful action to intervene and end the genocide. International institutions of 
global justice such as the ICC, the UN Security Council and ASEAN have failed to 
act in the face of robust evidence of genocide. 
 
The election of the National League for Democracy (NLD) in 2015 was met with 
much global optimism. However, Aung San Suu Kyi has simply entrenched the 
persecution of the Rohingya; indeed, this year she demanded foreign governments 
refrain from using the term ‘Rohingya.’ Disturbingly, Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
government has chosen to ignore the criminal nature of state policies toward the 
Rohingya. The Myanmar government in public statements continues to deny the 
existence of the Rohingya identity. Meanwhile, the establishment in August 2016 by 
the Myanmar government of a high-level commission, headed by former UN 
Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, has been welcomed by many as a move in the right 
direction. Civil society actors are, however, deeply skeptical about the Commission’s 
potential to effect real change for the Rohingya. Crucially, the Commission has been 
instructed to operate within the framework of the 1982 Citizenship Law, which 
effectively excludes the Rohingya from the rights of citizenship.  
 
Many are concerned that the Commission does not adequately represent the Rohingya 
community – indeed, it does not have a single Rohingya on it. Of great concern also is 
the fact that one of the three Rakhine members, Saw Khin Tint, has openly rejected 
the existence, identity and history of the Rohingya people, both in her public speeches 
and in writing. Myanmar’s own Human Rights Commisssion has also refused even to 
acknowledge the existence of the victim group and the domestic criminal justice 
process is itself an instrument of persecution.  
 
The Tribunal would provide an arena in which to: establish the facts, inform the 
public, preserve collective memory, and protect against the rewriting of history. It will 
challenge the silence of states and international institutions, and pressure them to 
fulfill their international human rights obligations. In addition, we see the Tribunal as 
a vehicle through which to inform and strengthen civil society, and foster 
international solidarity to end this persecution.  
 
We request that the Tribunal move beyond narrow legal paradigms, the application of 
which is determined by the political calculations of key UN member states. Instead, 
we urge the Tribunal to draw on increasingly recognized criminological frameworks 
for apprehending state crime and genocide, being sensitive to the spirit of Raphael 
Lemkin’s intention behind the UN Genocide Convention (1948).  
 
We would welcome the participation of any other state persecuted ethnic groups 
inside Myanmar at any stage of the proceedings.  
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Holding the People’s Tribunal at this time would enable civil society to leverage the 
renewed media and political attention now focused on the situation of the Rohingya in 
Rakhine state. Priority focus areas for potential impact include: 1) intervention in, and 
potential mitigation of, an unfolding process of genocide; 2) shifting the debates and 
public understanding around the persecution of the Rohingya from one of 
‘humanitarian crisis,’ development and ‘inter-communal’ violence to one of 
‘genocide,’ and serious human rights violations with a key focus on the criminality of 
the Myanmar state.  
 
Initiators 
Rohingya Youth Development Forum (RYDF), Arakan-Burma 
Rohingya Youth Initiative Canada (RYIC) 
European Rohingya Council (ERC) 
Burma Human Rights Network 
Rohingya Community Netherlands (BRCNL) 
Burmese Rohingya Community, Denmark (BRCD) 
Rohingya Organisation Norway 
Swedish Rohingya Association (SRA) 
Canadian Burmese Rohingya Organisation (CBRO) 
Rohingya Intellectuals Community, Australia (RICA) 
Burmese Rohingya Community in Australia (BRCA) 
Burmese Rohingya Associate, Queensland (BRAQA) 
Arakan Rohingya National Organisation (ARNO) 
Rohingya Arakanese Refugee Committee, Malaysia 
Burmese Rohingya Association in Japan (BRAJ) 
Rohingya Advocacy Network in Japan (RANJ) 
Social Welfare Society for Development (SWSD), Chittagong, Bangladesh 
British Rohingya Organisation UK (BROUK) 
Rohingya Blogger 
 
Supporting Initiators 
International Movement for a Just World (JUST), Malaysia 
Centre for Human Rights and Advocacy (CENTHRA), Malaysia 
The International State Crime Initiative (ISCI) 
Queen Mary University of London (QMUL) 
Genocide Watch, Washington DC, USA 
Burma Task Force, USA 
Protect the Rohingya, South African Lawyers 
Youk Chhang, Genocide survivor and Director of the Documentation Centre of 
Cambodia 
Dr Maung Zarni, Advisor to the European Centre for the Study of Extremism, 
Cambridge, UK 
Ko Aung, 8888 student leader and former Burmese political prisoner, UK 
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